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" O may we keep and ponder in our mind 
God's Wondrous Love in saving lost mankind, 
Trace we the Babe who hath re^eved our loss 
From His poor Manger to His bitter Cross, 
Tread in His Steps assisted by His Grace, 
Till changed like Him we see Him face to fiftce." 
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" Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Honse of 
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" Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which ia come to 
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us." — S. Luke ii. 15. 
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FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLY CHILD. 



THE MYSTERY OP THE HOLY INCARNATION, 

Our Advent services have now brought us to the Eve 
of the holy Nativity. Ere we pass on to the Events 
of that sacred Feast^ we will pause and consider awhile 
separately *' the Mystery of the holy Incarnation/' fol- 
lowing thus the Church's guiding^ (see Litany^) when 
she pleads the separate Mysteries^ '* By the Mystery of 
Thine holy Incarnation :" " By Thy holy Nativity/' &c. 

Let us see then what Holy Scripture and the Catholic 
*^ Church throughout the world" teach us to believe 
concerning this wondrous Mystery^ up to which all our 
Advent lessons have been guiding us. 

Consider, 1st, what Holy Scripture teaches us. From 
the first promise to Adaai after his fall in " Paradise 
lost/' Gen. iii., until the last sacred book, when the same 
Voice *' walking in the garden" of " Paradise regained" 
tells of the ''Alpha and Omega, the First and the 
Last, the Beginning and the End." (Rev. xxii.) The 
Word Incarnate, (S. John i. 14,) as the " Root and Off- 
spring of David/' the Light and Glory of the Church 
Triumphant — this is the " golden thread" which runs 
throughout the sacred writings. In history, in psalm, 
in prophecy, in revelations of God, in miracles, in won- 
drous foresbadowings, in mysterious prepacatvQ\i%^ ^x^ 

FABT II. B 
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the ancient people of God taught to look for His Per- 
sonal Presence amongst them^ in the fulness of time. 
Of Him as the " Lamb of God'^ spake all their sacri- 
fices, offerings, rites, services, (whereby they had access 
to God,) all showed forth in figure His Presence Who 
was to be the Light and Glory, the never ceasing 
Strength and Refreshment of the Christian Church. 

It was the same and continual message of ^' Moses 
and the Prophets since the world began/^ (S. Luke 
xxiv.27,) until the day when Gabriel the Archangel spoke 
the last prophecies of the Incarnation by the Altar of 
Incense to Zacharias the priest, and in the quiet home of 
Nazareth to the holy Virgin, (S. Luke i.,) and brought 
to all the " glad tidings^' of the coming " Deliverer/^ 

How many and wonderful are the Prophecies ! How 
plain the voice of Scripture ! See these references : — 
Gen. ii. 4, 17; Gen. iii. ; Deut. xviii. 15, &c. ; Judges 
vi. 37 ; Job xix. 25 ; xxxiii. 23 ; Ps. ii. 7 ; Ixxii. 6, 
&c. ; Isa. i. 9 ; iv. 1 ; Cant. iii. 1 1 ; Eccles. vii. 28 ; 
Isa. vii. 14; ix. 6; xi. 1, &c. ; Jer. xiv. 8; Ezek. 
xxxiv. 28, 29; Dan. ii. 44; Amos iv. 12; Jonah i. 17; 
Micah i. 3, 15; Hab. ii^ 2, 3; Hag. ii. 6, &c. Look 
out more. 

In the Revelation of the New Covenant, the first words 
of S. Matthew are, "The book of the generation of jESUSi 
Christ, the Son of David.^^ The first placed Epistle, 
(Rom. i. 1—4, &c.,) opens with the same teaching, 
when it declares *^ the Gospel of God concerning His 
Son Jesus Christ, of the Seed of David according to 
the flesh.*' The last utterances of S. John the Divine, as 
he closes the canon of Holy Scripture, end the revelation 
of God to His Church in the words of the Alpha and 
Omega Himself, which announce His Second Coming, 
(Rev. xxii. 10 — 21,) which are but the echo of His 
own words while on earth, (S, Luke xxi. 29 — 36; 
comp. S. Jude 24.) 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, Very God of Very God, 
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'' came down in the Incarnation to dwell with us, that 
we might dwell with Him in heaven ; left His Foot- 
prints on the way before us^ that we might tread safely 
in the same path. Let us listen to His Yoice^ follow 
in His Steps^ strive to be like Him in His holy Human 
Life ; believe that He Who came down from heaven to be 
the Father of our new life, has His eye ever over us, fixed 
on each one of us, ready to help and strong to save/^ 
As the Father of our new life, as the Second Adam, 
He dwells with us in His Church as our New Life, giving 
us Sacraments, specially the Holy Eucharist, to be the 
very extension of the Incarnation, the means of apply- 
ing its blessings to the souls of men successively, age 
after age. 

It has been well said, '' The nearness of Jesus in 
His Church in the blessed Sacraments and all other 
ordinances of grace, is a great Beatitude, and Everlast- 
ing indwelling Strength for our continual healing, sanc- 
tification, purification, restoration, and life, to help us 
and strengthen us, but not to act instead of us.'' 

Let us see then how Scripture shows us this, and 
consider the Holy Child Jesus in His Human Nature 
as the GoD-Man, set before us both in the Old and New 
Testaments as — 

The Pattern Man, the Second Adam. Gen. xv. 
1 — 6; xxii. 15 — 18; xii. 8; xxvi. 4; 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. 

'^The Son of Man.'' Dan. vii. 13; Rev. i. 13; 
xiv. 14, &c. ; Rom. v. 12—21 ; 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22. 

The Perfect Man. Gen. i. 27; comp. S. John i. 17; 
1 Cor. XV. 21, 22 ; Ps. i. 

"The Light of men.'' Gen. iii. 1, 17—22, 24; 
comp. verse 15 with S. Matth. iii. 7; S. John viii. 44; 
Isa. vii. 14; Mieah v. 3; Gal. iv. 4; S. Luke i. 31 — 
86; Rom. xvi. 20; Col. ii. 15; Heb. ii. 14; Rev. 
xii. 7, 17; &c., &c. 

" The Express Image of God." Heb. i. 3 •, 8. 5^\i»^ 
i. 1, 14; Isa. xlix. 6 ; 1 S. John ii. % •, ^^ ^Omi'^sv^^^ % 
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viii. 12; ix. 5; xii. 35, 46; Rom. viii. 12; Gal. 
iii. 26; 18. John iii. 1; and numberless others^ 
which look out, as Col. i. 15; 2 Cor. iii. 18; Col. 
iii. 10 ; &c.^ &c. 

"Our Great High Priest/^ perfect in sympathy. 
Isa. liii. 8 ; Heb. ii. 18 ; iii. 1 ; comp. S. Luke xxii. 
28 ; &c., &e. 

Our Mediator, the " Angel of Incense.'^ Rev. viii. 3 ; 
comp. Ps. xiv. 1, 2; S. Luke i. 10; 1 Tim. ii. 5; 
Heb. ix. 15 ; xii. 24 ; &c. 

" Perfect in obedience.*' Isa. liii. 12 ; Col. i. 20 ; 
Phil. ii. 8 ; S. John xix, 17 ; Heb. xii. 2. 

" The True Paschal Lamb.'' Heb. viii., ix., x., xi. ; 
Ps. xl.; Micah vi, 6, 7; comp. Easter Preface; Isa. 
i. 11 ; Jer. vi. 20 ; Amos v. 21, 22 ; S. John xvii. 19 ; 
&c. : S. Matth. x. 38 ; xvi. 24 ; Gal. vi. 14, &c. 

*^Who ever liveth," &c. Heb. x. In heaven in 
Bodily Presence at God's Right Hand ; on earth in His 
mystical Body the Church, spiritually and really pre- 
sent in sacraments and all means of grace by which He 
is for ever " A Light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
Glory of His people Israel." 

Consider, 2ndly, how the Church continually answers 
with S. Peter, our Lord's own solemn question: — 
^^ Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am ?" 
" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." 
(S. Matth. xvi.) She solemnly declares to us from age 
to age this wondrous truth, that this Perfect Man is 
also ^^ Perfect God." '^Furthermore," she says, "it 
is necessary," &c., (this is the Faith of the Catholic 
Church,) " that we believe rightly the Incarnation of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." Comp. Heb. ii. 3; Rom. 
i. 1 — 4; 1 S. John iv. 3. Consider then what is 
taught us in the Creeds and in Hbly Scripture concern- 
ing this Great Mystery, i.e., the taking up of man's 
nature into God. 
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Consider " the Holy Child Jesus*' then as — 

1. ^* God and Man/' (1 S. John ii. 23, 20,) "of the 
very substance of His Father/' 

2. " Begotten before the worlds, born in the world/' 
Gal. iv. 4; Col. i. 17; ii. 9; S. Luke ii. 6, 7, 11. 

8. "Perfect God and Perfect Man.'' S. John i. 
1—14; Heb. i. 8; ii. 14,16; S.Lukeii.52; xxiv.89. 

4. "Equal to the Father," &c. Zech. xiii. 7; 
S. John X. 30 ; xiv. 28 ; Phil. ii. 5—7. 

5. "God and Man; not two, but One Christ," 
(anointed.) S. Matth. xvi. 16 ; Phil. ii. 7 ; Heb. ii. 
17; 1 Tim. ii. 5; S. John xi. 27; Gal. iii. 16. 

6. " As Perfect God and Perfect Man, He will come 
again to judge the quick and the dead." S. Matth. xxiv. 
Athanasian Creed; 1 Cor. xv. 24 — 28. 

7. We daily " acknowledge Him to be the Lord." 
I believe " in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord," 
(Apostles' Creed.) Continually at the altar we own 
Him " God of God, Very God of Very God ; Of one 
substance with the Father; By Whom all things 
were made ; Who was incarnate by the Holy Ghost," 
&c. ; " and was made Man,'' 

Again, the Church continually cries, " Thou art the 
King of Glory, Christ ; Thou art the everlasting 
Son ; The honourable, true, and Only Son, &c. ; To 
Thee all angels cry aloud; To Thee Cherubin and 
Seraphin continually do cry; The glorious company 
of the Apostles, the goodly fellowship of the Prophets, 
the noble army of Martyrs, praise Thee; The holy 
Church throughout the world doth acknowledge Thee." 
Yes, "this is the Catholic Faith," this is the Faith 
"once delivered to the saints," for which the Church 
still sings, as she has for ages past, her daily Te Deum 
and Benedictus, Magnificat, and Nunc Dimittis, and 
only by holding fast this Faith and living in it have we 
the Promise of being " numbered with H.\& ^««i\A va. 
glory everlasting." 
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Consider how Holy Scripture shows us " the Holy Child 
Jesus'^ to be the Incarnate God yet Perfect Man, 

For He is — 

" The Man/' S. John xix. 5. 

" The Man Christ Jesus/* 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

" A Man approved of God/' Acts ii. 22. 

^^ The Second Man the Lord from heaven/' 1 Cor. 
XV. 4i7» 

" The Son of Man." S. Mark x. 33. 

"The Son of Abraham." S. Matth. i. 1. 

" The Son of David.'' S. Matth. i. 1. 

"The Seed of the woman/' Gen. iii. 15. 

" Of the family of Shem." Gen. ix. 26. 

" The Seed of Abraham." Gal. iii. 16, 19. 

" Of the Seed of David." Rom. i. 3. 

" The Son of Man." Dan. vii. 13 ; Ps. viii. 4, 5 
S. John i. 61; iii. 13; v. 27; S. Matth. xvi. 13 
xxvi. 64 ; Heb. ii. 7 ; Rev. i. 13 ; xiv. 14. 

" The Son of God." 2 Sam. vii. 14 ; Ps. ii. 7 ; 
Ixxii. 1 ; Prov. xxx. 4 ; Dan. iii. 25 ; S. Mark i. 1 
S. John i. 34, 49; iii. 16; xx. 21; Heb. i. 2, 5 
Rom. i. 4; 18. John iv. 14 ; Rev. i. 5> 6. 

"The Wisdom of God." Prov. viii. 22, 80; S 
Matth. xi. 19; S. Luke ii. 40; 1 Cor. i. 24, &c. 
Ecclus. xxiv. ; xxv. 9 — 12; i. 1; Wisd. vi. 21, 22; ix 

"The Mediator, Intercessor, and Advocate/' Job 
xxxiii. 23 ; Isa. liii. 12 ; lix. 16 ; S. Luke xxiii. 34 
1 Tim. ii. 5 ; Heb. ix. 15 ; 1 S. John ii. 1 ; Rev. v. 9 

He is the Second Adam. Consider this Scripture — 

The Two Adams. 

The First Adam. The Second Adam. 

God looking on him in God looking on Him in 
wrath. Gen. iii. 9. love and mercy. S. Matth. 

iii. 17. 
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The First Adam. 

The Devil overcoming. 
Gen. iii. 13. 

Enmity between the 
Seeds. Gen. iii. 15. 

A curse from Goo. Gen. 
iii. 17. 

Death introduced. Gen. 
iii. 19. 



The Second Adam, 

The devil overcome. S. 
Matth. iv. 10, 11. 

But the serpent^s head 
bruised for ever. 1 S. 
John iii. 8. 

A Blessing from the 
Father. Ephes. i. 3. 

Life brought back. S. 
John xi. 25. 



Therefore — 

" As in Adam all die/' ^' So in Christ shall all 

be made alive.^' 1 Cor. 
XV. 22. 

^' It is raised a spiritual 
body.^^ 1 Cor. xv. 44. 

'^The last Adam was 
made a quickening Spirit.^^ 
1 Cor. XV. 45. 

'' The Second Man is the 
Lord from heaven.^^ 1 
Cor. XV. 47. 

''But he that is spiri- 



" It is sown a natural 
body." 

"The first man Adam 
was made a living squI." 

"The first is of the 
earth, earthy," 

"The natural man re- 



ceiveth not the things of tual judgeth all things." 



the Spirit." 

Ephes. ii. 2, 3 ; Col. iii. 
6,7; Bom. vi. 6; Ephes. 
iv. 22. 



1 Cor. ii, 14, 15. 

Ephes. ii. 4 — 6; Col. 
iii. 10; Rom. vi. 7 — 9; 
Ephe9* iv. 23, 24. 



7)/pes. 

Adam. 1 Cor. xv., &c. 
Abraham, the Father of his people. 
Isaac, the willing Sacrifice. 

Joseph, first betrayed by his brethren and then . the 
feeder of bis brethren. 

Moses, the Intercessor and Lawgiver. 
Aaron^ the Priest. 
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The Prophets. " He was that Prophet/' S. John i. 

The Rock, ''for that Rock was Christ/' 

The Brazen Serpent, " I, if I be lifted up/' &c. 

The Manna, ''I am the Living Bread/' 

The Pillar of Fire. 

Prophecies. Gen. xlix. 10, "The sceptre," &c.; 
Ex. iv. 13; Numb. xxiv. 17; Deut. xviii. 15; Judges 
vi. 37 ; Ps. Ixxii. 6 ; Ixxvii. 14 ; Ixxx. 1 ; ex. 1 ; 
cxliv. 5 ; Isa. i. 9 ; ii. 2 ; xi. 1 ; xvi. 1 ; xix. 1 ; xxviii. 
16; XXXV. 4; xliii. 1; liii. 8; Iv. 4; Ixii. 1; Jer. 
xxiii. 5; Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 29; Dan. ii. 44; iii. 25; 
vii. 13; Hos. i. 11 ; Joel ii. 23 ; Amos iv. 12. 

" Prepare to meet thy God, Israel." 

" Sing and rejoice, daughteif of Zion, for behold^ 
I come, and will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the 
Lord," (Zech. ii. 10.) Comp. Micah iv. 2, 7 ; Dan. vii. 
9, 27, &c. ; Joel iii. 21 ; Ezek. xlviii. 35. 

These few are selected out of the mass. 

Comp. 1 Mace. xiv. 41 with S. Matth. iii. 17 ; S. 
Luke i. 83. 

Lessons. To strive to imitate in our own lives the 
humility of the Incarnation. To seek union with 
Christ diligently in all means of grace, i.e., reading 
of God's Word, prayer. Sacraments, penitence, the 
public worship of the Church ; to make its services one's 
daily thank-offering for the Incarnation, to remember 
this even amidst outward coldness and dreariness of 
services. To pray that the time may not be long ere 
the Incarnate Lord t^ honoured as He should be in 
every church in our oum land and throughout the world, 
with the beauty of holiness, and ^^ the voice of song and 
melody," although nothing we can offer can sufficiently 
show honour to the promised Presence of our Incarnate 
Lord in our churches and on our altars. To pray that 
all may come to the knowledge of this blessed Faith ; 
that all " who call themselves Christians may hold the 
Faith," &c. To strive to help all those with whom one 
9jr be thrown to believe in it more and more. 
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Prayers, Collects^ for the Annunciation, SS. Simon 
and Jude, 6th after Epiphany, SS. Philip and James. 

'' By the mystery of Thy holy Incarnation ; Good 
Lord, deliver us.^^ Amen. Alleluia. 

" God, Who hast revealed Thy glory by Christ 
amongst all nations^ preserve the manifold fruits of Thy 
mercy, that Thy Church spread throughout the world 
may persevere with all steadfastness in confession of Thy 
Name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.^^ — 
Hours of Prayer, Clewer. 



Hymns* 
** Unto Him that hath loved us, and gave Himself for us. 

'* There is no love like the love of Jbsus, 
Never to fade or fall, 
Till into the fold of the peace of God 
He has gathered us all ! 

''There is no heart like the Heart of Jesus, 
Filled with a tender lore ; 
Nor a throb nor throe our hearts can know 
But He suffered before ! 

'' There is no eye like the Eye of Jbsus, 
Piercing far away : 
Never out of the sight of its tender light 
Can the wanderer stray ! 

** There is no voice like the Voice of Jbsus, 
Ah I how sweet its chime, 
Like the musical ring of some rushing spring 
In the summer time ! 



99 



'* O, might we listen the Voice of Jbsus 
O, might we never roam. 
Till our souls shall rest in peace on His Breast, 
In the heavenly home 1" 

W. E. Littlbwood. 

** Come, my Way, my Troth, my Life, 
Such a Way as gives us breath. 
Such a troth as ends all strife. 
Such a Life as killeth dealloi. 
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Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength, 
Such a Light as shows a feast, 

Such a Feast as mends at length. 
Such a Strength as makes His guest. 

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart, 
Such a Joy as none can move, 

Such a Love as none can part, 
Such a Heart as joys in love." 

G. Herbert. 



The Good Shepherd coming to look for His lost sheep." 

" Into a desolate land. 

White with the drifted snow, 
Into a weary waste 

Our truant footsteps go : 
Yet doth Thy care, O Father, 

Ever Thy wanderers keep : 
Still doth Thy love, Shepherd, 

Follow Thy sheep. 

*' Over the pathless wild 

Do I not see Him come ? 
Him Who shall bear me back, 

Him Who shall lead me home? 
Listen, between the storm-gusts. 

Unto the straining ear, 
Comes not the cheering whisper, 

* Jesus is near V 

** Over me He is bending. 

Now I can safely rest, 
Found at the last and clinging 

Close to my Shepherd's breast : 
So let me lie till the fold-bells 

Sound on the homeward track, 
And the rejoicing angels 

Welcome us back." 

W. E. LiTTLEWOOD. 



" I wiU heal thee." 

" Down from the mountain Jesus came. 
And stretching forth His Hand, 
' Be clean,' He said : the leper then 
Was cleansed at His command. 
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'' Our nature was defiled by sin. 

But God from heaven came down. 
Stretched forth His Hand, our nature touched, 
And joined it to His own. 

" O God, made manifest in Flesh, 
We render thanks to Thee, 
Thou great Physician Who hast cleansed, 
A world from leprosy. 

*' Stretch forth Thy Hand and heal us. Lord, 
In body and in soul. 
From sickness and from taint of sin 
Cleanse us and make us whole. 

*' To God and to the Incarnate Son, 
Who rescued us when lost, 
Be glory now and evermore, 
And to the Holy Ghost. Amen." 

See Wordsworth's Holy Year, Hymn 20. 



The Sun of Bighteousness. 

*' The sick soul lieth weary 
In the world's soft unrest, 
With clouds of care and sorrow, 
And weight of sin opprest. 

" Out of the night she crieth. 
Out of the narrow room, 
* Oh Saviour, Gentle Saviour, 
Wilt Thou not pierce the gloom V 

" Break on this night of longing, 
Where hand in hand we grope, 
Through wastes of vain endeavours, 
'Neath stars of fruitless hope. 

" O'er the great hills of sadness. 
That hem us darkly in. 
Rough with our tears and losses, 
And black with many a sin ; 

" Rise, rise, above the mountains, 
With healing in Thy wings. 
Break into the dark chambers 
Where pain in secret «lui^. 
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*' Come when the morning tarries, 
Our waiting eyes to bless ; 
Look through the lowly lattice. 
Bright Sun of Righteousness. 

** Set for the hearts that love Thee, 
Thy token up above ; 
The white rays of redemption. 
And the red fire of love. 

" Out of our gloom we call Thee, 
Out of our helpless night. 
Sun of the world, sweet Saviour, 
Show us Thy perfect light." 

C. F. A. 



THE ANNUNCIATION. 

The Great Day approaches. 

This, great event is commemorated by the Church on 
March 25^ the great Feast of the Annunciation^ which 
is a very ancient festival^ being mentioned by the 
Patriarch of Constantinople^ a.d. 446.^ The Collect is 
found in the Sacramentary of S. Gregory^ also in that of 
Gelasius at the end of the fifth century^ and is men- 
tioned by SS. Athanasius^ Cbrysostom^ and Augustine. 

Formmg^ as it does, the beginning of the Mystery 
of the holy Incarnation^ it will be well to consider the 
Gospel narrative shortly ere passing on to the Sacred 
Nativity itself. 

In the holy Gospel of S. Luke it is, that we chiefly 
find the account of this wondrous angePs Message. 
Let us consider the narrative humbly and reverently. 

S. Luke tells us that six months after the vision of 
Zacharias in the temple the angel Gabriel is again sent 

^ See Annotated Prayer Book, p. 133. 
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on a message of love and wonder^ to a city of Galilee 
named Nazareth. Here he announces to the Blessed 
Virgin the wondrous honour that awaits her, that in 
her is to be fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, and that 
she is to be the Mother of the long expected Messiah. 

S. Luke i. 26. The time so long foretold is fast ap- 
proaching, and this lowly maiden is to be the loved and 
honoured instrument of the salvation of the world ; and 
now, four thousand years since the first promise of the 
Seed of the woman, the Gospel of Peace is to be revealed 
in Him Who is the Light of the world. (See Dan. ix. 24.) 
The great message is sent, not to a king^s palace in 
Borne, or Babylon, Egypt, or the holy city of David 
itself, but in the lowly and despised province of Galilee, 
in the little town of Nazareth, as if to teach from the 
first — " My Kingdom is not of this world." 

The Blessed Mary and her betrothed husband 
Joseph, were both of the tribe and lineage of David, 
(S. Matth. i. 16,) but both were living in poverty. 
The poor carpenter of Nazareth is chosen by God to be 
the foster-father of the Incarnate Son, and therefore to 
be loved and reverenced for all ages. 

The Gospel for the Feast of the Annunciation gives 
us the sacred narrative, which seems as if any human 
words would only mar it. 

The Epistle — the wonderful prophecy of Isaiah so 
exactly fulfilled. 

The Collect commemorates the message of the angel, 
and bids us pray that by the suffering Life and Death of 
the Incarnate Son we may be brought to the eternal, 
glorious life of the resurrection of the just. Gomp. 
these references : Heb.xiii. 9j Rom. i. 3, 4; S. Matth. 
i. 18—21; Heb. ii. 9, 10; Phil. iii. 8, 10, 11, 20, 
21, &c. 

Consider how the angels continually minister to the 
LoBD Incarnate, and how they at once, begin tK\% 
ministry. The angel Gabriel from l\ie ^x^X v*^^ ^^ 



14 FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLT CHILD. 

especial messenger of Messiah. (See Dan. ix. 25 ; comp. 
S. Luke i. 19, 26; Dan. viii. 16; ix. 21—23; S. 
Matth. xviii. 10; Heb. i. 14; S. Luke ii. 8, &c.) 
The archangel Oabriel was chosen from the highest 
ranks of heaven to announce to the prophet the far off, 
and to Zachariah the near approach of the Messiah, 
and we can imagine how gladly now he speeds his way 
to Nazareth, to repeat with far higher meaning the 
words he had spoken ages back to the prophet Daniel, 
(See Dan. x. 10, 19, '^ Fear not thou,'^^ &c.; comp. 
Judges vi. ; Ruth ii. :) though never before had such 
a salutation sounded in mortal ears as this, '' Hail,'^ 
&c., the first announcement of Him Who was to 
give peace as the world cannot give it. And a fitting 
messenger of such a message was the angel whose 
name means " Fortitude of Gon/' when He came to 
tell of Him Who is not only the Peace, but the '^Ever- 
lasting Strength^^ of His people, ''for in the Lord 
Jehovah is everlasting strength, and He shall keep 
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Him.'' 

Consider the wonderful humility and prompt obedi- 
ence of the Blessed Virgin, the acceptance of all the trial 
that would be involved in this marvellous exaltation of 
her to be the Mother of God. " Ancient writers,'' says 
Williams, " compare this obedience of the Blessed Vir- 
gin with the conduct of Eve." And now indeed, as 
well as in the Lord's Passion (see Collect) were ful- 
filled the mysterious words, "Let Us make man in 
Our Own image," and the devil's false promise, " Ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good and evil ;" and wonderful 
it is to reflect how thus Satan was overreached ; (comp. 
Gen. iii.,) that man through " the Seed of the woman 

^ ''Fear not:" comp. the angel's greeting, Dan. z. 12 ; S. Mark 
zvi. 6 ; to Hagar, Gen. zvi. 7 — 9 ; to Gideon, Judges vi. 12, 23 ; 
to Manoah, Judges ziii. 3 — 20 ; to Joseph ; to Zacharias ; and 
now to Mary ; to the shepherds ; to S. Paul, Acts zzvii. 24 ; 
to S. John, Rer. i. 17 ; comp. Dan. viii. See Williams on the 
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should be elevated to Gtod^s Right Hand to be in 
Christ as 6od^ and to know also the good^ the infinite 
goodness of God." ((Jen. iii. ; S. Luke i., ii.) 

The angelic prophecy only echoes what we have 
already considered concerning the Divine mystery of 
the Incarnate 600^ the Holy Child Jesus; we may 
add other texts as foreshadowings of this great announce- 
ment, as Gen. xvi. 11; xvii. 19; Numb. xxiv. 17; 
Judges xiii. 3 ; 1 Sam. i. 20; 1 Kings ix. 5; 2 Kings 
ii. 20 ; vii. 9 ; S. Luke ii., the shepherds ; Prov. ix. 1 ; 
XXV. 25, (glad tidings of great joy;) Cant. ii. 8; 
Isa. xix. 1 ; xlviii. 6, 7 ; Jer. xi. 16; Ezek. xvii. 3, 22 ; 
xliv. 2; Dan. iii. 25; vii. 13; ix. 24; Hosea i. 11 ; 
Joel ii. 23 ; S. Luke i. 30 ; &c., &c. 

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin follows soon 
after the angelic message ; God having with tender 
care told her how she might find sympathy from her 
cousin Elizabeth, who would understand all, from His 
wonderful dealings with herself. (S. Luke i. 36.) 

Here, to the shelter of that holy home, with her 
wondrous secret pondered over in her heart, the Blessed 
Virgin at once proceeds, for *' in those days," says the 
sacred narrative, ^^ Mary arose, and went with baste into 
the hill country, into a city of Juda," i.e., Hebron,^ 
or "fellowship." (See Josh. xxi. 9 — 11.) 

Here, on beholding her, Elizabeth at once prophesies 
concerning her, (see the wondrous narrative, S. Luke 
i. 40 — 45,) and the full joy of the holy Virgin's heart 
breaks forth at once in that Divine Song, which is the 
unceasing evening thanksgiving for the Incarnation 
throughout the whole Catholic Church of Christ, 
called in our Prayer Book " Magnificat,^ or the Song 
of the Blessed Virgin.^^ Compare the Songs of Han- 

^ One of the Cities of Refuge ; see Holy Innocents' Day for the 
meaning of their names. 

* The H3nmn of the Blessed Mary can be traced in ns« \si V^ca 
Daily Service of the Chnrch as far back as the «iat\i ceiitox^ . *Y^« 
English Church has used it at Vespers or ^^enaoii^ioT «.\.\eAsX «i^^ 
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nah and Miriam^ and "how these holy women are 
made in some mysterious way to typify and represent 
the Church ;*^ for this " hymn seems throughout to be 
spoken in the name of the Churchy as it has been so 
adopted from the earliest ages.'^ (Gal. iv. 27.) 

This is indeed the Hymn to which nothing can be 
added^ and nothing taken from it; embracing all the 
Gospel^ its mercies^ its precepts^ its doctrines^ "its 
judgments, its covenant with the true Israel of God, 
and the fulfilment of all the prophecies going before. 
It is the hymn of the Lord, the hymn of the Church, 
the hymn of all hymns, the hymn evangelical, the per- 
petual incense of the evening sacrifice rising daily be- 
fore GoD,'^ with " the prayers of the Saints,^^ and as 
such is used as the responsory Canticle between the 
Old and New Testament Lessons at Evensong. 

" And Mary abode with her about three months.^^ 
(S. Luke.) 

What a wonderful time was that whilst the Blessed 
Virgin and Elizabeth abode together in holy commun- 
ings, in "hymns, and psalms, and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in their hearts to the 
Lord;^^ preparing together for the wondrous Events 
which were to make one the ^^ Mother of the Lord," the 
other that of His great Forerunner, and show forth 
before His people Israel " the things which had been 
kept secret from the foundation of the world. 

Few and short are the words of Holy Scripture 
about the Blessed Virgin Mother. She herself says little 
after the meek reply, " Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord," &c. to the Angel, and the one inspired burst 
of song at the meeting with Elizabeth. We are told 

hundred years. Its present position is the same as that in the ancient 
service books. There are English versions of it as early as 1390- 
1400. * This Canticle is sung (as the others are) to the praise of the 
Personal Word revealed in the written Word, to the praise of God 
in Christ revealed in the Old as well as in the New Testament. 
See Annotated Prayer Book. J 
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only she " pondered these things in her heart/^ and 
with what deep love and humility, what wonder and 
contrition that heart was filled as she thought on the 
wonderful things which He^ the High and Mighty 
One Who inhabits eternity, had deigned to reveal to 
her, we see plainly from her inspired hymn. Filled 
with such holy hopes and fears, such humble trust 
and lowly love, she left the shelter of the holy 
priest's house at Hebron, and " returned unto her own 
house,^^ at Nazareth, to await in quiet peacefulness the 
great day, which had been foretold by the Angel, and 
trusting in his " Fear not, Mary," could leave all to the 
Loving Care which would make all plain before her. 
(S. Luke i. 26—56.) 

Joseph is warned in a dream; (S. Matth. i. 18 — 
25 ;) the Angel Gabriel returning with an especial 
message to him, to be the guardian and protector 
of the Holy Virgin. Observe God's "care for His 
Elect,'' (Wisd. iii.,) the reward of her patient trust 
in Him. 

Observe also S. Joseph's simple, holy, obedient faith, 
his careful justice and patient love, and the praise 
bestowed on him by Scripture, " a just man," &c. Comp. 
S. Luke xxiii. 50, where the same praise is given to 
another Joseph, to whom the high honour of the care 
of the Incarnate Lord is once more committed. He 
two " was a good man and a just." (See Footprints of 
the Lord, Easter- tide, for more on this.) 

Observe next how the holy Angels minister to 
the Lord in every step and event of His life on 
earth. S. Luke i. 13, 19, 26, 30, 35; S. Matth. 
i. 20, 24; iv. 11; S. Mark i. 13; S. Luke ii. 10, 
13, 21 ; xxii. 43, 28. They also always have mini- 
stered, and always do minister to His faithful ones 
in like manner. Heb. i. 4, 7, 14; Gen. xvi. 7; 
xxii. 11; xxiv. 7, 40; xlviii. 16; Numb. xil. \^% 
1 Kings xiii. 18 ; Isa, Ixiii. 9 ; Dan. \\\. ^% •, n*\* ^'^ \ '^ 

II. c 
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Lukei. 13; S. Matth. xxviii. 5; Acts x. 3; xii. 8, 11; 
Rev. i. 1, &c. &c. 

Shortly after the vision of the Angel, Joseph and 
Mary commence their journey to Bethlehem, in Judah, 
to be taxed, (S. Luke,) and so ends the sacred period of 
the Annunciation and Visitation. The Circumcision 
of S. John Baptist took place immediately after the 
departure of the Blessed Virgin from Hebron. (S. 
Luke i. 56 — 80.) 

The Church has always kept vividly alive the honour 
due to the Blessed Virgin Mother and her pre-eminent 
sanctity. But while, alas! an excess of honour has 
sought to raise her too high, seeming even to interfere 
with the prerogatives which belong to God alone; 
among ourselves want of faith in the Incarnation has 
led on the other hand to a most painful and irreverent 
depreciation of her who is indeed most *^ blessed^^ among 
women, whom the Holy Spirit sanctified to become 
the very " mother of God, our Lord," and therefore as 
claiming from us ^^ all but adoring love," one to whom 
an Archangel could say, ^' Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured," &c. 

We are taught by our two great, and three minor 
Festivals on which she is commemorated in the Prayer 
Book,^ what is the true course; to esteem her very 
highly above all other saints, and yet ascribe all her 
honour to the glory of God, as what she herself 
would most rejoice at, in whose words we daily sing, 
'^ My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour." 

1 (<The Church of England commemorates the Mother of our 
Lord on five days in the year. Three of these are black letters, 
i.e.» July 2, Sept 8, Dec. 8. The two others which commemorate 
great events of our Lord's Life and the work of salvation are not 
only remembered, but required to be kept holy, and are the great 
Festivals of the Annunciation and the Purification." See Annotated 
Prayer Book. 
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Consider the Holy Child Jesus as announced by the Angel 
as the Son of God, the King of David and of Jacob. 

He is — 

1. *^The Son of the Highest/' S. Luke i. 32. 
*' The Son of the Blessed.'^ S. Mark xiv. 61. 
^^The Son of the Living God.'' S. Matth. xvi. 16. 
^^The Son." 1 S. John iv. 14. 

"The Son of the Father." 2 S. John 3. 
"The Only-begotten Son." S. John i. 14. 
"The first-born of every creature." Col. i. 15. 
"The Son of the Most High God." S. Mark v. 7 

2. "The King of David." 2 Sam. vii. 11, 12 
Pb. ex. ; cxxxii. 11 ; Isa. ix. 6, 7. 

"The King of the Daughter of Zion." S. John xii 
15; Jer. xxiii. 5; Rev. iii. 7. 

" The King over the House of Jacob." S. Luke i. 33 
Dan. ii. 44 ; vii. 14, 27 ; Obad. 21 ; Mieah iv. 7 ; S 
John xii. 34; Heb. i. 8. 

"Of the House of David." S. Luke i. 69; Ps 
Ixxxix. 4 — 36 ; Isa. vii. 12 — 15 ; ix. 7 ; Jer. xxiii. 5, 6 ; 
Amos ix. 11; S. Matth. i. I. 

3 Also 

" The Gift of God." S. John iii. 16 ; iv. 10. 

" His Unspeakable Gift." 2 Cor. ix. 15. 

" My Beloved," &c. S. Matth. xii. 18. 

"Thy Holy Child Jesus." Acts iv. 27. 

"The Chosen of God." S. Luke xxiii. 35. 

" The Salvation of God." S. Luke ii. 30. 

"The Salvation of the Daughter of Zion." Isa. 
Ixii. 11. 

" The Redeemer." Isa. lix. 20. 

"The Shiloh," (Peacemaker.) Gen. xlix. 10. 

" The Consolation of Israel." S. Luke ii. 25. 

" The Blessed." Ps. Ixxii. 17. 

" The Most Blessed for ever." Ps. xxi. 6. 

" Mine Elect," &c. Isa, xlii. 1. 
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4. As Himself — 

''The Angeir^ Judges xiii. 18, 22; Isa. ix. 6; 
Dan. iii. 25, 28. 

^^The Angel of Jehovah." Gen. xxii. 15. 

"The Angel of God." Gen. xxxi. 11, 13; Exod. 
xiv. 19. 

" The Angel of His Presence." Isa. Ixiii. 9 ; Exod. 
XXX. ; iii. 2, 3 — 14. 

" The Messenger of the Covenant." Mah iii. 1. 

*^ My Messenger." Isa. xlii. 19. 

" The Angel of the Lord " who appeared — 

To Hagar in the desert. Gen. xvi. 7 ; comp. Gen. 
xviii. 22, and xix. 1, 13. 

To Abraham at the offering of Isaac. Gen. xxii. 
11, 12, 18. 

To Jacob in a dream. Gen. xxxi. 11, 13. 

To Jacob at Bethel. Gen. xxviii. 13. 

To Jacob at Mahanaim. Gen. xxxii. 1, &c. 

Is invoked as God by Jacob on his death-bed. Comp. 
Gen. xlviii. 15, 16. 

He appears to Moses in the desert of Midian. Ex. 
iii. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7—14. 

Leads the Children of Israel. Ex. xiv. 24; comp. 
Numb. XX. 16. Comp. Ex. xxiii. 20; xxxii. 34; xxiii. 
21—23 ; Jos. v. 13—15. 

He appears to Balaam. Numb. xxiv. 

To Joshua as Captain of the Lord^s host, who 
worships God in Him. Josh. vi. 2; v. 13 — 15; Ex. 
iii. 5 ; comp. Ex. xxiii. 23. 

At Bochim. Judges v. 23; ii, 1 — 5. 
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1 " Who was this Angel ? 

'^The earliest Fathers answer with general unanimity that — He 
was the Word, or Son of God Himself. And these different appear- 
ances, or theophanies as they have been called, were they not suc- 
cessiTe lessons addressed to the eye and ear of ancient piety in antici- 
pation of the coming Incarnation of God?" &c. &c. See Rev. 
U. P. Liddon's Bampton Lectures, 1867, chap, ii., for a most fall 
and deeply interesting explanation of this subject. 
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To Gideon. Judges vi. 11 — 22, 28, fee; comp. 
Dan. X. 19; Jer. xxxiii. 16. 

To Manoah and his wife by the Name Wonderful. 
Judges xiii. 2 — 23 ; comp. Isa. ix. 6. 

To Daniel, &c. &;c. 

Scriptures for the Annunciation are the Gospel, 
which is the same in our Prayer Book, in the Salisbury 
Use, in the Modern Roman, and in the Eastern Church, 
S. Luke i. 26 — 38. The Epistle, the same throughout 
the whole Western Church, Isa. vii. 10 — 13, differing 
only in the Eastern, which is Heb. ii. 11 — 18; S. Luke 
i. ; S. Matth. i. ; Heb. i. ; Rev. i. 

Lessons. 

To strive to imitate the lowly purity and holy 
obedience of the Blessed Virgin Mary. To be ready as 
she was to accept all for His sake. To believe stead- 
fastly in the reality of the union of the Divine and human 
natures in Him Who was born of her. 

Prayers. 

Collects for Annunciation, 6th Sunday after Epi- 
phany, All Saints' Day, S. Stephen, S. John the Evan- 
gelist, and these Prayers. 

" Come, Lord, and tarry not, do away the sins of 
Thy people, giving to all the reward of eternal life, so 
that as of old we were restored by Thy Incarnation, we 
may also see Thee coming to judgment, lenient to our 
sins. May Thy peace, our Redeemer and our God, 
which was proclaimed by an angel, dwell in our hearts, 
so that supported by its guardianship, we may be 
found worthy, when Thou comest, to look upon the 
presence of Tby Vision. 

" Make haste, Lord, and tarry not, but graxit \«» 
the help of Thy heavenly grace, that l\\e^ ^^^i^ U\5&\.*va. 
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Thy goodness may be relieved by Thy mercy, and the 
comfort of Thy coming. Amen. 

" May the receiving, Lord Jesus Christ, of Thy 
Holy Sacrament, give us new life: that by putting 
away of the old man, it may bring us to a participation 
of this saving mystery. Amen.^^ (See " A Manual of 
Spiritual Communion.^') 

Hymns. 

Ancient and Modem, 248, 249, 36, 163, 160, 157, 
Part III. 

The Blessed Virgin. 

** Straight from the presence of the Lord of heaven 
The angel Gabriel speeds upon his way 
To where beyond the mountains of Judaea 

The dwelling of a Hebrew maiden lay, 
And as a sunbeam that in silence steals, 
He seeks the chamber where the maiden kneels. 

" Hushed is the prayer, yet are the fair lips parted 
In deep amazement at her angel guest, 
Whose gleaming presence gently dawns upon her : 

' Hail, Mary, thou of women the most blest ! 
God will redeem the promise that He gave, 
His Son of thee takes flesh the world to save.' 

** Humbly she hears the thrilling words of wonder. 
And yields herself to the All- Perfect Will ; 

His only, His for ever, a fair temple 
Which His Divinity doth form and fill. 

' Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord, 

So let it be according to thy word.' 

** Still Mary kneels, for over soul and body 

The overshadowing grace is streaming in full flow, 

While deep within beneath her heart's quick pulses 
The life of heaven and earth begins to glow ; 

And He, by Whom all wrongs shall be redrest, 

Id a few months will lie upon her breast. 

** Christ, our King, the King and Son of Mary, 

Our Champion, SaviouRi Brother, Priest, and Friend I 
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Teach Thou each yearning throb of hero-worship 

How to pass on to Thee as its true end. 
Let every gleam of light that charms our eyes 
Lead us to Thee from Whom it took its rise. 

" Over these hearts, so prone to harbour idols, 
Let the o'ershadowing grace for ever stream^ 
Until the Son has been revealed within us. 
Our hope of glory, and its fairest dream ; 
Until we know Thee not by angeFs tongue, 
But as our Life of life> Whom we shall see ere long. 

Amen." 

The Name of Jesus, and other Verses, 



The Blessed Virgin. 

« ♦ ♦ ♦ 

" A Son that never did amiss. 
That never shamed His mother's kiss, 

Nor crossed her faintest prayer ; 
Even on the tree He deigned to bow 
For her His agonized Brow, 

Her His sole earthly care. 

'* Ave Maria, BlessM Maid, 
Lily of Eden's fragrant shade ! 

Who can express the love ^ 
That nurtured thee, so pure and sweet. 
Making thine heart a shelter meet 

For Jksu's holy dove ? 

" Ave Maria, Mother Blest ! 
To whom caressing and caressed 

CHngs the Eternal Child : 
Favoured beyond archangel's dream, 
When first on thee with tenderest gleam 

Thy new-born Savioub smiled. 

'* Ave Maria, thou whose name 
All but adoring love may claim. 
Yet may we reach thy shrine; 
For He, thy Son and Saviour, vows 
To crown all lofty lowly brows 
With love and joy like thine. 
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** Blessed is the womb that bare Him, blessed 
The bosom where His lips were pressed ; 

But rather blest are they 
Who hear His word and keep it well ; 
The living homes where Christ shall dwell, 

And never pass away." 

Christian Year, Feast of the Annunciation. 



The Angel Messenger. 

'* To-day the seraph comes ; the same 
Who once of old to Daniel came, 
Five hundred years have passed, but he 
Shines in unaltered purity. 

" To-day he comes from heaven above. 
On a like embassy of love ; 
Tidings of joy has Gabriel, 
Tidings of Thee, Emmanuel. 

" On wings of love he flew to earth, 
Bringing the message of Thy Birth ; 
O wondrous love, since angels see, 
Man raised above themselves in Thee. 

'* God's Palace and the Crystal sea 
He left for obscure Galilee, 
And came to low Gennesareth, 
And a poor home at Nazareth. 

" Hail, highly favoured ! for of thee 
Conceived and born a Son shall be, 
Jbsus, the Lord God ever Blest, 
In human flesh made manifest. 

" ' Behold the handmaid of the Lord, 
Be it according to thy word,' 
With faith and meek obedience said 
Mary the highly favoured. 

** Lord, may we serve and gladly go. 
From lofty hills to valleys low, 
Stooping, with angels may we soar. 
And live with them for evermore. 
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" And may we love to wait on Thee, 
In quiet silent piety. 
And may the Holy Spirit's breath 
Breathe on us in our Nazareth. 

" The Eternal Word vouchsafed to come 
And make a virgin's womb His home. 
And Thou hast said that we may be 
Dear as a Mother, Lord, to Thee. 
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May we Thy Living Word receive. 
Bring forth to life what we believe, 
O come to us, and with us dwell, 
And be our soul's Emmanuel. 

"Glad voices to the Father raise, 
Give to the Son eternal praise ; 
And give with all the angelic host. 
Glory to God the Holy Ghost. Amen." 

The Holy Year, Feast of Annunciation* 
(Archdeacon Wordsworth,) 

To the Saviour. 

" Star of morn and even. 
Sun of Heaven's heaven, 
Saviour high and dear. 
Towards us turn Thine ear, 
Through whate'er may come. 
Thou canst lead us home. 

" Though the gloom be grievous. 
Those we leant on, leave us. 
Though the coward heart 
Quit its proper part, " 

Though the tempter come. 
Thou wilt lead us home. 

** Saviour pure and holy, 
Lover of the lowly, 
Sign us with Thy sign* 
Take our hands in Thine, 
Take our hands and come. 
Lead Thy children home. 

* Star of morn and even, 
Shine on a> from heaven. 
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From Thy glory throne, 
Hear Thy very own, 
Lord and Saviour, come. 
Lead us to our home V* 

F. T. Paloravb. 



ne Great Day^ approaches ! The King draws nigh, 

Christmas Eve. 
" Let us now go even to Bethlehem." 

Hymns, 

** In the silent midnight watches, 
List — thy bosom door! 
How it knoeketh, knocketh, knocketh, 
Knocketh evermore 1 

" Say not 'tis thy pulse's beating, 
*Tis thy heart of sin, 
'Tis thy Saviour knocks, and crieth. 
Rise, and let Me in ! 

'' Death comes down with reckless footstep 
To the hall and hut. 
Think you Death will stand a-knocking 
Where the door is shut ? 

"But Jesus waiteth, waiteth, waiteth, 
But thy door is fast ; 
Grieved, away thy Saviour goeth. 
Death breaks in at last ! 
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Then, it is thine to stand entreating 

Christ to let thee in,' 
At the gate of heaven beating, 

Wailing for thy sin. 

Nay, alas ! thou foolish virgin. 

Hast thou then forgot? 
Jssus waited long to know thee, 

But He knows thee not!" 

A. C. CoxB. 

^ The 1 8th day of December was called in old days ** the Expecta- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin.'' 
L ' " There was no room for Him in the inn." 
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CHRISTMAS EVE. 27 

Longing for Christ, % 

My spirit longs for Thee 

Within my troubled breast. 
Although I be unworthy 

Of 80 Divine a Guest. 

" Of so Divine a Guest, 
Unworthy though I be, 
Yet has my heart no rest 
Unless it come from Thee. 

" Unless it come from Thee, 
In vain I look around. 
In all that I can see 
No rest is to be found. 

" No rest is to be found 

But in Thy blessed love, 
let my wish be crowned, 
And send it from above !" 

J. Byrom. 

The Birth of Christ, 

"The time draws near the birth of Christ, 
The moon is hid, the night is still, 
The Christmas bells from hill to hill 
Answer each other in the mist. 

" Four voices of four hamlets round. 
From far and near, on mead and moor 
Swell out and fail as if a door 
Were shut between me and the sound. 

" Each voice four changes on the wind. 
That now dilate, and now decrease. 
Peace and goodwill, goodwill and peace, 
Peace and goodwill to all mankind. 

" Rise, happy morn, rise, holy morn, 
Draw forth the cheerful day from night, 
O Father, touch the East, and light 
The Light that shone when Hope was born !" 

A. Tennyson. 
Ancient and Modern, 36, 41, 22»0. 
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THE FEAST OF THE HOLY NATIVITY, 

OR, THE BIRTHDAY OF CHRIST; 

COMMONLY CALLED 

Cfjristmas ©ag^ 

" Let all the angels of Goo worship Him." — Heb. i. 

The Fulness of Time is come. The King arrives. 

"This is My Beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased." 

The Journey to Bethlehem, Christ is Bom. The 
Angels appeared to the Shepherds. 

This holy, blessed, and much-loved Festival is a very 
ancient one. S. Chrysostom mentions it as, in his 
time, " of great antiquity,*^ and that as early as a.d. 
337 — 352 Pope Julius I.^ had made strict inquiries as to 
the keeping of this feast, on December 25.^ It is men- 
tioned by Clemens Alexandrinus, a little more than a 
hundred years after S. John. In primitive times this 
day was more immediately connected with the Epiphany 
than in later ages. The actual Nativity of Christ 
'^ was looked upon as the first manifestation of the Lord, 
and the name, ' Theophania,' (or, ' the shining forth 
of GoD,^) was sometimes given to this day as well as to 
the 12th of January, when the end of the Christmas feast 
is still celebrated, with other memorials of the appear- 
ances^' of " ImmanueV God with us. 

The canons of the Early Church as well as decrees 
of the Emperors show that this day was strictly ob** 
served as a ^^ rest from labour, for Divine worship, and 

^ Julius I. was Bishop of Rome from a.d. 336 to 352. 
^ Dec. 25, Christmas Day was always kept on this day hy the 
Charch, and it was thence received by the Eastern in the 
of the fourth century. 
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Christian joy and festivity/'^ How could it have 
failed to be so, when on this day all Christians hailed 
the birth of the Sun of Righteousness, ^^ risen with 
healing in His wings/^ 

" We cannot/^ it has been well said, " do otherwise 
than love the Babe of Bethlehem, the Child of the 
Temple, the Healer of the sick, the Friend of Bethany, 
the Man of Sorrows, the Crucified Lord and Saviour; 
bat we must do more than love, we must adore" this 
meek and lowly Babe as the King for Whose Coming 
Advent has been preparing the way, and Whose sacred 
human Life we are now to follow step by step in our 
Services, from the cradle to the Cross. No thoughts 
of earthly love or joy must draw us down from contem- 
plating Him in His Divine Majesty, Who is the ^^ King 
of kings, and Lord of lords/^ 

"The King is come,^^ is the Church's triumphant 
shout to-day. " Thy Light has come, the glory of the 
Lord has risen upon thee/^^ 

We shall best see this by following simply the 
Church's teaching for to-day in her services and the 
Scripture narrative. " Let us now go even to Bethle- 
hem and see this great thing which has come to pass,'' 
80 said the lowly shepherds on that first Christmas 
night, so still let us say more than 1800 years after as 
we kneel in lowly worship by the manger bed. 

The Collect commemorates the great Event which 
gives us this blessed Christmas feast, and which con- 
cerns us now as much and even more than it did on 
that sacred night when angels announced it first to the 
watching shepherds, for it is one of unfading and ever- 

^ See Annotated Prayer Book. 

2 Observe here the curious ** coincidence of the joyous tone in the 
Fourth Sunday in Advent Epistle and the First Lesson for Christmas 
Eve, (Dec. 24,) where these words occur, and sound like an answer 
from heaven to our Advent prayers. Those that immediately foUow 
offer themselves as a beautiful benediction on the Chrietmas de.coc:«.- 
tioQS which have just been completed : *The glot^ oi V.Oo^^i<iTi^ ^ti^"* 
" I will make the place of My Feet glonoua,'* I^biAt.. ^«i^ i^»»i 
tated Prajrer Book, 
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lasting importance " to you and all mankind/^ (S. 
Luke ii.) It reminds us of our new birth and creation 
into God's new kingdom^ and prays that that same 
Holy Ghost that overshadowed the Blessed Mary to 
make her a temple meet for the Holy One of Israel^ 
having once brooded over the waters and poured Its 
light into our hearts, (in Holy Baptism,) when we were 
regenerate, and made new-born children of God, may 
daily cleanse and keep them holy temples to the Lord. 
Ephes. ii. 21. See also S. John iii. 16 ; i. 14 ; Heb. 
ii. 16 ; Isa. vii. 14, with S. Matth. i. 22, 23 ; S. John 
iii. 3 — 5 ; Tit. iii. 5 ; Rev. xi. 15, &c. &c. 

In the Epistle the Son of Mary, the Babe of Bethle- 
hem, is set before us as the Eternal Son of the Father, 
He is shown to us here in every portion of His Life on 
earth and in heaven, i.e.,— 

Having spoken by the prophets, (S. Luke xxiv. 44 ; 
S. Mark viii. 31 ; ix. 12, 31,) God, by the Son the In- 
carnate Word, now speaks Face to face with men. 
Deut. iv. 30; Gal. iv. 4; Ephes. i. 10. 

He is — 

"The appointed Heir of all things,'' "visible and 
invisible," " in heaven above or in the earth beneath,'' 
and (comp. Catechism;) we become "inheritors of the 
kingdom of heaven," which is our birthright through 
Him. 

" Creator of the worlds." S. John i. 3 ; 1 Cor, 
viii. 6; Col. i. 16. 

The Tie-Creator of the world. 

"The Brightness of the Father's glory," His ex- 
press Image, &c. S. John i. 14 ; 2 Cor. iv. 4; Col. i. 15. 

The Upholder of all by His Word. S. John i. 4; 
Col. i. 17 ; Rev. iv. 11. 

The Great Cleanser and Purger of His floor, by His 
rod, the Cross, and His Precious Blood. (By Himself.) 
Heb. vii. 27; ix. 12, 14, 16; S. Matth. iii. 11, 12. 
^ " The Intercessor with the Eternal Majesty on high^" 
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with Whom He sits enthroDed as Equal. Fs. ex. 1 ; 
Ephes. i. 20; Heb. viii. 1 ; x. 11^ &e. 

*^LoRD of angels/^ before Whom Cherubia and 
Seraphin vail their faces, and cry continually, '^ Holy, 
Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth,^' (or. Hosts,) 
whenee He sends them forth as ministers of love or 
wrath, (Heb. i. 4, 6.) Deut. xxxii. 43 ; Ps. xcvii. 7 ; 
1 S. Pet. iii. 22. 

Angels are His royal attendants. Heb. i. 4 ; Ps. civ. 
His members share the same privileges and the same 
guards. Heb. i. 14; Gen. xix. 16; xxxii. 1, 24; Dan. 
iii. 28 ; S. Matth. xviii. 10 ; S. Luke i. 19 ; Bom. 
viii. 17, &c. &c. 

His throne is in heaven, eternal. " For ever,'^ Heb. i. 8. 

His Sceptre, righteousness. Ps. xlv. 6, 7. 

His Anointing (as Prophet, Priest, and King) is 
"from above." Heb. i. 9; Isa. Ixi. 1 ; Acts iv. 27. 

"He is the Beginning and the End," "The Ever- 
lasting." Ps. cii. 25, &c. ; Isa. xxxiv. 4 ; li. 6 ; S. 
Matth. xxiv. 35 ; 2 S. Pet. iii. 7, 10 ; Bev. xxi. 1 ; 
Heb. i. 12; S. John i. 1. 

As such He will be the Judge of all. 1 Cor. xv. 22 — 
28, 52 ; 2 S. Pet. iii. 10 ; Ps. ex. ; S. Luke xx. 42 ; 
Heb. X. 12 ; i. 3. 

" Whose Kingdom shall have no end,^' to Whom the 
Church prays daily, " Thy kingdom come ; Thy will 
be done in earth as it is in heaven," (in earth by men 
as it is on^ high by angels and archangels, Cherubin 
and Seraphin, (see Tobit xii. 18 — 20; xiii. 10.) 

In such a wondrous fashion is the " Holy Child 
Jesus" set before us in the Epistle to-day, which seems 
almost an epitome of His Life, Death, Intercession, and 
Coming again, so carefully does the Church guard 
from irreverence the lowliness of the stable home and 
manger bed of Bethlehem, by placing before us all the 
royal titles and attributes of her descended King« 

The Epistle is the same ^Aroughout V^tk.^ ^ ^<«Nj^^ . 
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Church ; only, besides ours, the Ancient English Church 
had two other Epistles and Gospels, one for each cele- 
bration^ on Christmas Day. 

They are all equally beautiful as scriptures for this 
Day, and are — 

(1) Heb. i. 1—12; (2) Titus ii. 11—15; (3) Titus 
iii. 4 — 7, Salisbury Use and Modern Roman. 

The Gospel shows forth " the Holy ChM' (in the 
words of S. John the Divine and beloved apostle,) in 
His Eternal nature, as *^ the Alpha and Omega,^^ the 
" Only Begotten of the Father," " full of Grace and 
Truth/' Col. i. 19; ii. 3, 9. Comp. with the Epistle, 
(S. Paul witnessing of Him as S.John did;) comp. also 
S. Luke ii. 15—20 ; S. Matth. i. 18—25, which is the 
Gospel of the Eastern Church for the day. Comp. 
Gospels of the Western Church, i.e., British, S. John 
i. 1 — 14 ; S. Luke ii. 1 — 14, 15 — 20, Sarum and Roman. 
" Who came to His own," and still comes to those who 
receive Him, making them sons of God, sharers of His 
Nature, '^members of Christ, children of God,^' in 
Holy Baptism. Comp. Collect and Catechism, also 
Isa. Ivi. 5; Rom. viii. 18; Col. i. 26; 2 S. Pet. i. 
3; S. Johni. 12, 13; for, 

" He is the hght." S. John i. 5, 9. 

" In Him was Life,'' the new life of men, the begin- 
ning of the new creature.^ S. John i. 4, 5. Comp. 
" the Incarnation," where these titles have already been 
considered. 

This Eternal Light and Life of men is shown forth 
in the Person of the Word, Who was made Flesh and 



* These are in Edward VI. 's First Prayer Book. The custom of 
the threefold celebration of the Holy Communion on Christmas Day, 
i.e., the first at midnight, (the hour of the Lord's birth,) the second 
in the early morning, (when the angels appeared to the shepherds,) 
the third at mid-day, has again become the custom in numbers of 
churches throughout England. 

2 ** The first-born of every creature." Rev. iii. 14. 
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dwelt; i.e.^ lo-xijvcoo-gv, (taberDacled,^) among us, pitched 
His tent on earth that He might dwell with men as 
He still does in His Church in Sacraments, and means 
of Grace, especially in the Sacrament of His Body and 
Blood, when He comes to '^ dwell in us and we in Him/^ 
'^ The Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth 
keep silence before Him/' Hab. ii. 20; Ps. xi. 4; 
Zeph. i. 7; Zech. ii. 13. 

'^The Word dwells in us as in a temple which He 
occupies from us and for us, that He may reconcile us 
in one body to the Father/' (S. Cyril.) ^' In Rev. xix. 
11 — 16, the Word of God is shown to us clad in a vesture 
dipped in that blood which He shed for us." (Origen.)^ 
Then He clothes us with this same vesture when He 
dwells in us in the Holy Communion of His Body and 
Blood, (see Collect of Humble Access,) "our souls 
washed," &c., also when we pray by Christ " to gain 
remission of sins, and all other benefits of His Passion." 
Comp. 1 Cor. vi. 19, "your body is the temple of the 
Holt Ghost," &c. ; iii. 16; 2 Cor. vi. 16; 1 Cor. 
vi. 11, 15, &c. &c. 

"Full of Grace and Truth," "and we beheld His 
glory," (S. John i. 14.) The Word made our flesh 
the tabernacle in which the Divine Sbechinah hKYivaxre, 
tabernacled with, or rested upon us. " The tabernacle 
of our humanity became in Christ the Shechinah of 
Deity." " We saw His glory," the Shechinah of His 
Divinity resting on the tabernacle of His humanity, as 
the cloud of the Divine Presence rested on the taber- 
nacle in the wilderness.^ Christ's Body or Human Na- 
ture is spoken of as the Temple because in it the fulness 
of the Godhead dwells bodily, as His glory did visibly in 
the Temple, for Christ is " Very God of Very God." 
S. John ii. 19, 21 ; Col. ii. 9; comp. 1 Cor. iii. 16; 

^ S. Peter speaks of the bodies of Christ's members as ** Taber> 
nacles," 2 S. Pet. i. J4 ; 2 Tim. iv. 6; Deut. iv. 21, 'l^, 
» See Wordsworth on S. John i. 14. ^ ^ce'WoxdL^^w^* 

II. D 
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Rev. vii. 15 ; Ephes. ii. 21 ; Exod. xl. 35 ; 2 Chron. v. 
1 1 — 14 ; vii. 2 — 4. Even so now He filleth the Christian 
Church with His fulness. See Monday in Holy Week, 
^^ Footprints of the Lord ;^^ S. Mark xi. 15. 

The Gospels of the Ancient English, Salisbury Use, 
and Modern Roman are three, (1) S. Luke ii. 1 — 14; 
(2) S. Luke ii. 15— 20 ; (3) S. John i. 1—14, the last 
of which we retain, our Second Lesson being S. Luke ii. 

The Gospel of the Eastern Church is S. Matth. 
i. 1— 25. 

Our Special Lessons are — Matins, (1) Isaiah ix. 1 — 7, 
(2) S. Luke ii. 1 — 14; Evensong, (1) Isaiah vii. 10 — 16, 
(2) Titus iii. 4— 8. 

The First Morning Lesson gives us the wondrous 
prophecy of the Sacred Nativity, and the wonderful 
titles of the Holy Child. 

The Second, the fulfilment of that prophecy at Beth- 
lehem, and the appearance of the angels, &c. 

The First Evening Lesson sets before us the Sign so long 
before given of the Holy Child Jesus, (Isa. vii. 10, &c.) 

The Second, the kindness and love of this Holy 
Saviour, (Titus iii. 4,) and takes our thoughts back 
to the Collect in its declaration that we are saved by 
the " Washing of regeneration and the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost.^^ Comp. S. John iii. 3 — 5 ; Ephes. v. 
26 ; IS. Pet. iii. 21 ; Ezek. xxxvi. 25 ; Joel ii. 28 ; 
S. John i, 16; Acts ii. 33; x. 45 ; Rom. v. 5. 

So wondrously beautiful is the Churches teaching on 
this great day of joy; but we shall miss its fulness 
unless we pause a while to consider the Special Psalms 
which she appoints for us to-day. They are, Matins, 
Psalms xix,, xlv., Ixxxv,; Evensong, Ixxxix., ex., cxxxii. 

Psalm xix.^ The Ancient Church, regarding this 

^ This Psalm is used in the Western Church on the Circumcision , 
Ascension, Trinity Sunday, Apostles\ Evangelists', and B. V. Mary s 
days, S. Michael and All Angels, and All Saints, at the Second Noc- 
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psalm as setting forth the glory of Christ and His 
saints, has appropriated it to the Feast of the Incarna- 
tioD> (Heb. xii. 22^ 24;) see Bom. x. 18, where the 
key of this interpretation is given by S. Paul. Comp. 
this psalm with our Lord^s own words, S. John viii. 
12 ; i. 9 ; Kev. xxii. 16. Verses 5, 6 : a prophecy of 
''the Sun of Righteousness/' Mai. iv. 2. In the 
Church '' He hath set a tabernacle for the sun/' comp. 
Be?, xxi. 23. " One day telleth/' &c. The sound of 
the glorious message of the Incarnation, (S. Luke i. ii.,) 
''gone out into all lands'' through the Church, (S. 
Matth. xxviii. 19, 20.) " Nothing hid from the heat 
thereof." The Incarnation the Light and Life of all ; 
" The nations shall walk in the Light/' &c.. Rev. xxi. 
24. " To His own" He is a cleansing purifying light ; 
" to His enemies" a consuming fire of judgment, scorch- 
ing with heat, (Rev. xvi. 9 ;) revealing all hidden works 
of darkness, (S. John i. 5.) 

Psalm xlv. Whatever the original occasion of this 
psalm, the Church teaches us its complete fulfilment 
to be in the Person of Christ, the Holy Child Jesus, 
by her choice of it for Christmas Day, when she uses 
it as a song of praise for the Incarnation of the Eternal 
Word made flesh, &c., (S. John i. 1 ;) in every detail 
true of Him Who is " fairer than the children of men." 
The last words of the Gospel find an echo here — " full 
of grace and truth are His lips/' comp. S. John i. 17; 
vii. 46 ; S. Luke iv. 22, &c. The effects of the Incar- 
nation shown by the terrible and wonderful deeds of the 
Incarnate Word. Verse 4: " out of Whose mouth goeth 
a two-edged sword/' see Rev. i. 16; xix. 15; Isa. 
xi. 4 ; 2 Thess. ii. 8. Verses 5, 6 : see Rev. xix. 21 ; xi. 
14, 16; Isa. Ixiii. 3; Rev. xiv. 19, 20. Verses 8, 9: 
His very anointing mentioned, ^' myrrh, aloes, and 
cassia." Comp. Exod. xxx. 33 ; S. Matth, ii. 11 ; Ps. 
Ixxii. 10 ; Isa. Ix. 6 ; (for more on this see Feast of the 
Epiphany ;) S. Luke xxiii. 56 ; S. Mark xn\. \« 'N ^x^^% 
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10—17 : the Psalm ends by setting forth the Royalty 
of the Holy Child and of the Bride; the Church is 
called so by S. John Baptist^ S. John iii. 29 ; by our 
Lord, S. Mark ii. 19; S. Luke v. 84, &c. ; conip. 
2 Cor. xi. 2 ; Ephes. v. 23—32 ; Rev. xix. 7 ; xxi. 2 ; 
comp. also First Lesson for Christmas and this psalm, 
which is a thanksgiving of the Church for her betrothal 
to the Eternal Word by the Incarnation, (Rev. xxi.,) 
whilst year by year she rejoices and waits for the great 
Marriage Day, when she shall reign for ever with Him. 
Rev. xxi. 11. 

Psalm Ixxxv. has been a psalm for the Christmas 
Day Matins from time immemorial, the Incarnation 
being the true '^ turning of the captivity of God^s 
people,^' when '^the Prince of Peace came to speak 
Peace to them,*' fee, (verses 1 — 4.) It also looks 
forward to Christ's Second Coming, (verses 4 — 7,) 
and the general resurrection ere His glory can be 
complete; comp. Ps. Ixxxvii., which is also appropriate 
to Christmas. 

Evensong, Psalm Ixxxix. celebrates the Nativity, the 
Incarnation, the Resurrection, and Ascension ; it re- 
minds us (verse 37,) that the Incarnation was but the first 
step to the Cross, (verses 37 — 49 ;) ends with a burst 
of praise, (verse 50,) at the thought of the Resurrection, 
^^ Heaviness may endure for a night,*' &c., when those 
that " slandered the footsteps of the Anointed,'* the 
Holy Child Jesus, shall be cast out for ever, and the 
Bride shall sing, " Praised be the Lord for evermore," 
&c. ; comp. Rev. xxi., '' Alleluia, for the Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth," &c. It is a direct prophecy of 
the Incarnation. 

Psalm ex. The Holy Child is set before us in His 
Eternal Priesthood, and as the mighty Conqueror ; (S. 
Matth. xxii. 44 ; S. Mark xii. 36; S. Luke xx. 42 ; Acts 
ii. 34 ; Heb. i. 13 ; *' a Priest for ever," Heb. v. 6 ; vii, 
17, 21 ; a Judge, Rev. xx., of quick and dead.) Ex- 



CHRISTMAS DAT. 37 

alted because of humiliation and suffering, (verse 7; 
S. Mark xvi. 19; Heb. i. 3 ; viii. 1, &c. &c. Look out 
more references.) 

Psalm cxxxii. A gradual psalm; (2 Ghron. vi. 7; 
Ephes. iii. 11 ;) chosen for to-day as a prophecy of the 
Tabernaclint/, (see above, S. John i. 14,) amongst us of 
the Incarnate Word, the Son of David, choosing a place 
where He might raise His spiritual temple, the Founda- 
tion of which is the Holy Child of Bethlehem, (Micah 
V. 2 ; S. Matth. ii. 6,) when He came to dwell with His 
Church for ever, when He came to reign in Mount Zion 
and in Jerusalem, ''out of Zion,^^ &c. And where He still 
reigns, (verse 14, 15,) blessing her corn and wine with 
perpetual increase, (verse 16,) "to satisfy her poor with 
Bread,'^ the Bread of Life, (S. John vi.) And hereafter 
He shall reign over His enemies, (ver. 19,) that slandered 
the " Footsteps of the Anointed,^^ when they shall see 
the crown of thorns flourishing and blossoming into 
" the beautiful crown at God^s Right Hand,'' which His 
Father has in store not only for Him, but for all those 
who are His faithful children and members, (Wisdom, 
Revelation.) "Be faithful unto death, and I will give 
thee a crown of life," is His own promise ; comp. Rev. 
ii. 10; 2 Tim. iv. 6; S. Matth. xxiv. 13; S. James 
i. 12; Rev. iii. 11. 

Psalm cxliv. may also be appropriately used on this 
day. It is one of the ancient psalms for founders' 
days, and therefore surely may well be sung to-day to 
Him, the Founder of that city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God. In S. Chrysostom's 
time it was used at the celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion, and is still the Vesper Psalm of the Western 
Church for Christmas Eve, as also Pss. cxivi., cxlvii. 
It speaks of the ** Corn of wheat," which reminds us 
of Him, the " Bread of Life," born at *^ Bethlehem, the 
House of Bread," and who, as Prince of Peace, ^xn^^^ nv.^ 
this Bread of Heaven in Jerusalem, " t\ieC»\V5 qI^^^^^I 
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As a founders' psalm it is still used at Windsor on 
Obiit Sunday.^ 

The Scripture narrative of the events of this holy 
night are related to us in the Second Morning Lesson^ 
(S. Luke ii. 1 — 14,) and in S. Matth. i. ; these two 
Evangelists only relating the sacred Nativity. 

Joseph, having been warned in a dream of the Great 
Event which was to take place, they journey shortly 
after to Bethlehem in Judah to be taxed, (S. Luke ii. 
3 — 5 ; S. Matth. i. 18 — 25,) because they were of 
the house and lineage of David, the son of *^ Jesse the 
Bethlehemite." Mary being of the '^ House of David,'' 
and Joseph the '^ son of David," {S. Luke i. 27; S. 
Matth. i. 18,) so the Son of David must be born in 
the city of Datvid, (1 Sam. xvi. 1, 4.) See how '^the 
hearts of kings are in the hands of the Lord," comp. 
Ezra i. 1 ; S. Luke ii. 1, (Cyrus and Augustus.) The 
Peace of the world, when the Prince of Peace arrives, 
comp. Zech. i. 10 — 12, and '* be still and know that I 
am the Goo," " thy strength is to sit still." 

This enrolling is a type of the spiritual enrolling that 
began from the birth of Christ in the City of David, 
" that He might enrol men out of the world into His 
Book of Life." — Origen.^ 

The holy family of the Church must be enrolled and 
entered as citizens of the heavenly Zion. 

Arrived at Bethlehem, they find no place for Him 
in the inn ; He is laid in the manger, (S. Luke, S. 
Matth.) In a cave in a rock the Lord begins His 
life on earth ;^ in a grave hewn out of a rock He ends 
it, and lies down to rest after all His suffering life is 
over. He is Himself the Rock of Ages. 

1 See Annotated Prayer Book for much of this application of the 
Psalms. 

2 See Williams. 
^ The stable probably was one of the caverns in the bill-side used 

cattle. See Ellicott's Hulsean tiectures, p. 62. 



CHRISTMAS DAT. 39 

"Now the birth of Jesus was on thii wise/' (S. 
Matth. i. 18 — 25 ;) comp. S. Luke i. 27, and S. Matth. 
i. 20, &c.,—the two angelic prophecies concerning the 
Holy Child ; first, to the Blessed Virgin, then to Joseph. 
Isa. vii. 14 j Acts iv. 12; v. 31. How few and short 
are the words of the first Evangelist on this Mighty 
Event which from the beginning had been longed for, 
and whose blessings will never cease. ^' Truly, Thou 
art a God that hidest Thy self.'' S. Luke enters more 
fully into details^ and tells us of the wondrous visit of 
the angels to the shepherds, and the visit of the shep- 
herds to the Infant Saviour. So is the Good Shep- 
herd revealed first to shepherds in the city of the 
Shepherd King of Bethlehem. Then was brought from 
heaven that Wondrous Song, when " the sons of God 
shouted for joy" once more at this new creation as they 
had in the Beginning. Then were heard the first notes 
of the glad thanksgiving to the Good Shepherd, which 
has rung on through thousands of years since, and still 
ascends before every altar in Christendom, from " holy 
bishops, faithful priests^ and pastors proved in love," as 
adoring crowds sing ever " Gloria in Excelsis," and we 
still in the " City of our King," in our Bethlehem, " the 
House of Bread," greet the Living Bread veiled in earthly 
elements, and adore His Sacred inefikble Presence on 
our altars in the self-same words in which the Angelic 
throng greeted their New-born King, saying, ^^ Glory 
to God in the highest," &c., and " therefore with angels 
and archangels and all the company of heaven, ever- 
more praising Him and saying, Glory be to Thee, O 
Lord most High. Because Thou didst give Jesus 
Christ Thine only Son to be born as at this time for 
us. Who," &c. See Proper Christmas Preface, Holy 
Communion Office. 

So does the Catholic Church with faint echo join the 
heavenly song to celebrate in type at the EuchaxveJ^j^ 
Table the ^^ Marriage of the Lamb •" wvdi ^q — 
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" Like circles widening round 
Upon aome clear blue river. 
Orb after orb the wondrous sound. 
Is echoed on for ever." 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

For '' I heard a great voice out of heaven^ sayings 
Behold^ the Tabernacle of God is with men, and He 
will dwell with them^ and they shall be His people, and 
Gkm Himself shall be with them and be their God.'' 
Rev« xxi. 8. 

Alleluia. Amen. 

Consider, those who watched the Holy Manger-bed, 
how pure and holy they were ! 

1» The Blessed Virgin Mother, her meek obedience, 
hpf perfect purity and her meek and quiet spirit, how 
(i))Q *^ kept all these things and pondered them in her 
htJftrt;" so full of fond adoring love for the Infant 
Saviour and God, and yet, (marvellous gift !) her 
First-Born Son. '' Henceforth all generations shall 
call me blessed,'' must have been her constant song. 
" Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God," 
we hear already as it were from the lips of the yet 
silent Word bestowing a blessing on her and all who 
copy her example. (S. Matth. v., &c.) 

II. The aged Joseph, so strong and steadfast in his 
holy love for her and his Lord, so reverent in his worship 
of the Divine Child, the affianced husband of the blessed 
Maiden, commissioned by God the Father to be the 
protector, guardian, guide of the holy Mother, and the 
Child Who is the "Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty 
God ;" whose blessed office it will be to watch over 
Him as He grows " in wisdom and stature," Sec, in 
the lowly home of Nazareth. Surely he must be filled 
with glad but awful, lowly thoughts as he too ponders 
in his heart all that has passed. 

II. The lowly shepherds: "And they came, and found 
and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger." 
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How shorty how simple, how grand the words that place 
Qs in the presence of the holy family at Bethlehem ! 
Let us follow the example of the shepherds, and of 
Mary and Joseph, and ponder with them *' these things 
in our hearts^^ with adoring faith and love. 

Let us think^ lastly, to help us in this, what is the 
Church's faith concerning this Holy Child, i.e., how 
she bids us continually to believe — 

'^ Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord.*' — Apostles' 
Creed, 

" In One Lord Jesus Christ^ Son of God, begotten 
of His Father before all worlds; God of God, Light 
of Light ; Very God of Very God,*' &c. 

" Incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man.'* — Nicene Creed, 

" Such as the Father is, such is the Son. 

*'The Son uncreate, 

"Incomprehensible; — i.e. illimitable, infinite. 

" Eternal, 

" Almighty, 

" God, One God, 

" Lord, One Lord, 
By Himself God and Lord, 
Of the Father alone, not made nor created, but 
Begotten. 

" One Son, not three Sons. 

" For the right Faith is, that we believe and con- 
fess, — 

" That our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is 
God and Man, 

" God of the Substance of His Father, Begotten 
before the worlds, 

"Man of the substance of His Mother, Born in the 
world, 

*' Perfect God and Perfect Man, 

" Equal to the Father, &c., 

" God and Man, bat yet One Christ, (^tVe Kxvow>X.^^^ 
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" One^ not by conversion^ &c., but by taking of the 
Manhood into 6od^ 

'^ One altogether, &c., 

^'As the soul and flesh are one Man, so God and 
Man is one Christ/' — Athanasian Creed. 

And this is the grand Catholic Faith from the be- 
ginning which God approves; this is the Church's 
constant Pleading in every collect and petition ; this is 
her daily song of love — 

" We acknowledge Thee to be the Lord, 

'' All the earth doth worship Thee, 

" The honourable, true, and only Son. 

" Thou art the King of Glory, Christ. 

^' Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father, &c. 

"Thou didst not abhor the Virgin's womb/' 

This, her morning hymn of praise after the reading 
of the written Word. 

" He hath visited and redeemed His people, &c. 
. " To give light, &c." 

This, her last evening salutation of her Incarnate 
Lord, as she re-echoes the words of the Holy Virgin 
Mother, — 

" My soul doth magnify the Lord. 

" It hath rejoiced in God my Saviour." 

This, her last Even-Song as she chants the dying 
words of the holy Simeon, — 

'^LoRD, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in 
peace, &c. 

"For mine eyes have seen Thy salvation." 
And in the fading evening light, she offers her un- 
ceasing praise to the Sun which never sets, — the " Sun 
of Righteousness/' the Light of Light, the " Light to 
lighten the Gentiles, the Glory of His people Israel." 
This is her continual prayer, — 
" By the Mystery of Thy Holy Incarnation : 
^ " By Thy Holy Nativity : Good Lord, deliver us." 
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Prophecies, ^., of the Natitiiy. 

By the Father Himself. Gen. iii. 15; xii. 3; xv. 
1—6. Comp. S. Luke iii, 22; S. Matth, iii. 13; 
S. John V. 17 — 46. 

By Jacob. Gen. xlix. 10. 

By Moses. Comp. S. Luke xxiv. 27, 45. *' Be- 
ginning at Moses.'' See Gen. iii. 15; xxii. 18; xxvi, 
4; xlix. 10; Numb. xxi. 9; Deut. xviii. 15; xxxi. 
26—29; xxxii. 4; Acts iii. 22, 18; vii. 37. "He 
is the Rock.'' Comp. 1 Cor. x., &c. 

Job : ixix. 25. 

David the King: Pss. ii., xviii., xlv., ex., cxxxii., &c. 

Solomon the King: Cant. iii. 6, 11; iv. 16; v. 
2—16. The Church shares His power. Cant. vi. 
3,4, 10—13; viii. 11. 

Isaiah: vii. 14; viii. 1 — 8; ix. 6; Iii. 7; xlix. 6; 
xxii., &c. &c. 

Jeremiah :.xxxi. 34; xxiii. 5; xxxiii. 14. 

Daniel : vii. 14—24; ii. 44; ix. 23—27. 

Hosea: xi. 1; ii. 15. Comp. xii. 10 — 13. 

Joel : iii. 9—13, 14, 16, 17, 18. 

Amos : ix. ; the Tabernacle of David : iv. 12, 13. 
Comp. S. John i. See above. 

Obadiah : 17 — 21. Comp. Zech. xiv. 9; S. Luke 
i. 33; Rev. xi. 15—19. 

Jonah : ii. 9. 

Micah: i. 15 ;i vi. 4; vii. 7, 8, 20; v. 2—5, 8— 
15 ; iv. 1, 2, 3—8. 

Habakkuk : iii. 17, 18; i. 12; ii. 3, 20. 

Zephaniah : iii. 15, 17. 

Haggai : i. 13, 14; ii. 7, (Heb. xii. 26;) ii. 22. 23. 

- Zechariah: i. 10, 11, (Heb. i. 14,) 12, 14—17; ii. 

9, 10, 13; iii. 8—10 ; iv. 6, 7, 8—10; vi, 9—15 ; viii. 

18—23; ix. 9—17; x. 12; xii. 7, 8; xiii. 1; xiv. 1, 

* ** The glory of Israel shall come," Sec, (margin.) C^'esv^*'^^*:^ 
Dimittis. 4 
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4^ 5 — 16, 20. The second coming, and final triumph 
of Christ and His Church. 

Malaehi : iii. 1 — 6, &c. 

Even 80 does the goodly fellowship of the Prophets 
praise Thee, the Holy Child Jesus. 

Remember the Lord^s own words concerning the 
testimony of the Prophets, S. John v. 46, 47, when He 
reproved the Jews for their want of faith in Him, 
" when they persecuted Him, and sought to kill Him,*' 
ver. 16 — 18; vii. 19, because He said '^that God was 
His Father,^^ and drew from Him those solemn words, 
as much needed now as then : — " Had ye believed 
Moses and the Prophets, ye would have believed Me, 
for he wrote of Me. But if ye believe not his writings, 
how shall ye believe My words V 

S. Matthew writing for the Jews, appeals especially 
to those of their ancient prophecies, which are con- 
nected with our LoRD^s birth and early years, i.e., — 

1. The Incarnation, and Name Immanuel. S. Matth. 
i. 23, comp. Isa. vii. 14. 

2. Bethlehem the Birthplace of Jesus. S. Matth. 
ii. 6, comp. Micah v. 2. 

3. The sojourn in Egypt. S. Matth. ii. 15, comp. 
Hosea xi. 1. 

4. The slaughter of the Holy Innocents. S. Matth. 
ii. 16, comp. Jer. xxxi. 15. 

5. Name of Nazarene answering to the prophetic 
title of the Branch. S. Matth. ii. 23, comp. Isa. xi. 1. 

And thus, point by point, does S. Matthew show that 
each peculiarity about our Lord's birth and early years 
is a prophetic note of His Messiahship. 

Compare S. Luke ii. ; Acts vii. 37; Acts iv. 27; 
2 Cor. xiii. 4 ; v. 19 ; IS. Pet. ii. 22 ; Rom. v. 10 ; 
Ephes. ii. 16; Col. i. 20; 1 S. John ii. 2; iv. 10. 

Thus do " the glorious company of the Apostles 
praise^' Him, as we have already seen. Now " the Holy 
Church throughout the world doth acknowledge Him. 
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I. Consider the Holy Child then in His earthly genera^ 

tion as the Son of Man. 
For He is — 

1. "The Seed of the Woman/' Gen. iii. 15; Gal. 
iv. 4 ; 1 Tim. ii. 13 ; Rev. xii. 5, 

2. "Born of a Virgin.'^ Ps. xxii. 10; Ixix. 8; 
Ixxxvi. 16 ; cxvi. 16; Isa. vii. 14; xlix. 1 ; Mieah v. 3 ; 
Jer. xxxi. 22; S. Matth. i. 23; S. Luke i. 26, 35. 

8. " Of the Family of Shem.'* Gen. ix. 26. 

4. " Of the Race of the Hebrews." Ex. iii. 18 ; 
Phil. iii. 5; 2 Cor. xi. 22. 

5. "Of the Seed of Abraham/' Gen. xii. 3 ; xviii. 18 ; 
xxii. 18 ; S. Matth. i. 1 ; S. John viii. 56 ; Acts iii. 25. 

6. "Of the Line of Isaac.'' Gen. xii. 3; xxi. 12; 
xxvi. 4; Rom. ix. 7; Gal. iv. 23 — 28; Heb. xi. 18. 

7. " Of Jacob, or Israel." Gen. xxviii. 4, 14 ; Ex. iv. 
22; Numb. xxiv. 7, 17; Ps. cxxxv. 4; Isa. xii. 8 ; xlix. 
6; Jer. xiv. 8; S. Luke i. 68; ii. 32; Acts xxviii. 20. 

8. "Of the Tribe of Judah." Gen. xlix. 10; 
1 Chron. v. 2; xvii. 11 — 14; Ps. Ixxxix. 4 — 36; cxxxii. 
10 — 17; 2 Chron. vi. 42; Isa. ix. 7; xi. 1 ; Iv. 3, 4; 
Jer. xxiii. 5, 6; Amos ix. 11 ; S. Matth. i. 1 ; S. Luke 
i. 69; S. John vii. 42; Acts ii. 30; xiii. 23; Rom. i. 
3; 2 Tim. ii. 8; Rev. xxii. 16. 

9. "Born (this day) at Bethlehem, the City of 
David." Micah v. 2; S. Matth. ii. 6; S. Luke ii. 4; 
S. John vii. 42.^ 

IL Consider the Holy Child as the Eternal Word^ and 
His Eternal Generation as Son of God. Ps. ii. 7 ; 
xix. 2; xxxiii. 6; xlv. 1; cxix. 89; cxlvii. 18; Isa. 
xl. 8 ; liii. 8; Iv. 10, 11 ; Wisd. ix. 1 ; xviii. 15 ; S. 
John i. 1 ; xiv. 2 ; xvi. 28 ; xvii. 8, 25 ; 1 S. John 
i. 1; V. 7; Rev. i. 2; xix. 13. See S. Anthony of 
Padua's Moral Concordances. 

^ See Prophecies and Allusions , &c., from Hal&%' Kxi'«i\?3«\& ^1 ^^- 
cred Chronology, quoted in Baxter's Bible. 



46 FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLY CHILD. 

III. Consider this Holy Child. 

For He is — 

'' The Son." 1 S. John iv. 14. 

'^The Son of God." S. John i. 34. 

" The Son of the Living God." S. Matth. xvi. 16. 

^' His Only-begotten Son." S. John iii. 16. 

''The Son of the Father." 2 S. John 3. 

"The Only-begotten of the Father." S. John 
iii. 18. 

"The Only-begotten Son which is in the Bosom of 
the Father." S. John i. 18. 

"The First-born of every creature.*' Col. i. 15. 

" His own Son." Rom. viii. 32. 

"A Lawgiver." Isa. ix. 6. 

"One Son," (His WelUbeloved.) S. Mark xii. 6. 

"My Son." Ps. ii. 7. 

" His dear Son," (the Son of His Love.) Col. i. 13. 

"The Son of the Highest." S. Luke i. 32. 

"The Son of the Blessed." S. Mark xiv. 61. 

" Secret." Judges xiii. 18. 

" Wonderful." Isa. ix. 6. 

IV. Consider Him, 

For He is — 

" God." S. John i. 1 ; S. Matth. i. 23 ; Isa. xl. 3. 
"Thy Throne, God, is for ever and ever." Heb. 
i. 8. 

" The Mighty God." Isa. ix. 6. 

" The Everlasting Father." Isa. xl. 28. 

" The true God," 1 S. John v. 20. 

"My Lord and my God." S. John xx. 28. 

" God my Saviour." S. Luke i. 47. 

" Over all God blessed for ever. Amen." Kom. ix. 5. 

"The God of the whole earth." Isa. liv. 5. 

"God manifest in the flesh." 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

« Our God and Saviour." 2 S. Pet. i. 1. 
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"The Great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ/' 
Titus ii. 13. 

*' Immanuel, ' God with us/ '' S. Matth. i. 23. 

"The God of Abraham^ of Isaac^ of Jacob; The 
Highest.^' S. John viii. 58; Ex. iii. 6; Judges xiii. 
18—22; Isa. ix. 6; Dan. ii. 25—28; S. Luke i. 76. 

"Thou hast made Him a little lower than the 
Angels.'^ Heb. ii. 7. 

"The Man.'' S. John xix. 5. 

"The Man Christ Jesus." 1 Tim. ii. 5. 

" A Man approved of God." Acts ii. 22. 

" The Second Man, the Lord from Heaven." I Cor. 
XV. 47. 

" The Son of Man." S. Mark x. 33. 

"The Son of Abraham." S. Matth. i. 1. 

"The Son of David. S. Matth. i. 1. 

" The Son of Mary." S. Mark vi. 3. 

" The Son of Joseph/' (reputed.) S. John i. 45. 

" The Seed of the Woman/' Gen. iii. 15. 

" Of the Seed of David." Rom. i. 3. 

V. Consider the testimony borne to this Holy Child as the 
Son by the Father, by Himself, by the Holy Ghost, by 
Angels, Saints, men, and devils, 

" My Beloved Son/' S. Matth. xvii. 5. God the 
Father. 

"I am the Son of God." S. John x. 36. By the 
Lo^D Himself. 

"The Son of God." S. Luke i. 85; ii. II. Ga- 
briel the Archangel. 

" This is the Son of God." S. John i. 34. John 
Baptist. 

"The Christ, the Son of God." S. John xx. 31. 
S. John the Divine. 

" He is the Son of God." Acts ix. 20. S. P^xxV^ 
Apostle. 
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'' Thou art the Son of God/' S. Matth. xiv. 83. 
Disciples. 

^* Thou art the Christ^ the Son of the Living God.'* 
S. Matth. xvi. 13—20. S. Peter. 

'' Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God.'' S. John i. 49. 
Nathanael. 

'' The Christ, the Son of God." S. John xi. 27. 
Martha. 

"Jesus Christ is the Son of God." Acts viii. 37. 
The Eunuch. 

" Truly this was the Son of God." S. Mark xv. 89. 
The Centurion. 

"Thou art the Son of God." S. Mark iii. 11. The 
Unclean Spirits. 

« The Son of the Most High God." S. Mark v. 7. 
The Legion. 

" We praise Thee, God, we acknowledge Thee to 
be the Lord. 

" Thou art the King of Glory, Christ. 

" Thou art the Everlasting Son of the Father. 

" Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of Thy 
glory." 

So doth the Holy Church throughout the world still 
acknowledge Him to be the Lord; the King of Israel; 
the Son of David. 

Lastly. 

"This same Jesus, the Holy Child," Who comes 
to-day in lowly humiliation, will come again as Judge 
"in the clouds of heaven, with all His holy Angels," 
(S. Matth. XXV. 31, &c. ; Zech. xiv. 5,) and if we reject 
their message of peace now, they will cast us out of 
His kingdom then. (For " the reapers are the Angels.") 
S. Matth. xiii. 37, &c., 41 — 43. Comp. S. John v. 
17—21, 22—25, 27, 28, 30; 1 Cor. xv. 24—28; 
Ephes. ii. 1 ; S. Matth. xi. 27, 28 ; xviii. 27 ; xvi. 27 ; 
1^ S. John iii. 35 ; xvii. 2. 
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He is Judge, ^'Because He is the Son/^ (Dan. vii. 
13, 14,) " of Man/' (S. John v. 27,) as well as Son 
of God, (ver. 25.) 

Consider then, 

Christ coming to judgment, — 

1. As a fruit of the Incarnation. 

2. Our preparation for it ; the accomplishment of 
the work of the Incarnation. Col. i. 22. 

To be a subject of mutual exhortation. Heb, x, 25. 
Of anxious expectation. 2 S. Pet. iii. 12. 
Of patient endurance of trial. 1 S. Pet. i. 7. 
Motive for intercession. 2 Thess. i. 11. 
For untiring work for Christ. 1 Cor. xv. 58; 
iii. 8; 2 S. Pet. iii. 14. 

For increasing hope. S. Luke xxi. 28. 

For increasing fear. 1 S. Pet. iv. 17, 18. 

For increasing holiness. 2 S. Pet. iii. 11. 

For increasing watchfulness. S. Matth. xxiv. 42. 

Final Beatitude. S. Matth. xxiv. 46. 

" Be ye also ready.'' 

1. Bring inner dispositions of heart into harmony 
with the coming of Christ. 

2. Alacrity, *' Those virgins arose." S. Matth. xxv. 
7 ; S. John xxi. 7 ; S. Luke xii. 35. 

8. Discipline, '^ Let your loins be girded." Ephes. 
V* 14; S. John xxi. 7; Isa. xi. 5; S. Luke xii. 85; 
1 S. Pet. i. 13. 

Desire. Isa. xxvi. 8, 9 ; Ps. xlii. 1, 2, &c. 

Watching, "Tarry ye here and watch with Me." 
S. Mark xiii. 37. 

Expectation in hope. 2 S. Pet. iii. 12; Bom. viii. 
28—36. 

In faith. Heb. x. 37—39. 

In love. Bev. xxii. 20. 

In purity. 1 S. John iii. 3. 

In diligence. 2 S. Pet. iii. 14. 

n. E 
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That 80 when our Lord cometh we may be found 
watching. Amen. (See First Sunday in Advent.) 

Types. 

Noah^ a saviour from the flood. 

Abraham, from idolatry, 

Joseph, from famine. 

MoseS| from Egyptian bondage, and from Amalek. 
The guide and leader through the wilderness. 

Joshua, (or Jesus,) comp. Heb. iv. 8, from heathen 
enemies. The leader through the Biver Jordan to the 
Holy and promised Land. 

Aaron and Phinehas, from the plague by interceding 
with God. 

Samson, from the Philistines. 

David, from Goliath, &c. 

Jael, from Sisera. 

Deborah and Barak; deliverance wrought through 
women. 

Jethro, the high priest. 

Zerubbabel, the leader back from Babylon, and builder 
of the Temple, and so an especial type of Christ the 
foundation of the Temple, — the Temple of the Heavenly 
Jerusalem. See Rev. xxii. Also he was one of the 
royal seed of David, and therefore an ancestor of 
Christ ; from him the family of David starts afresh as 
it were. He was the prince, head, and leader of his 
people when they returned from captivity. Hag. i. 
1—12; ii. 2; Ezra ii. 2; iii. 2, 8; Neh. xii. l.i 

Daniel, Jonah, &c. &c. All these told in the future 
of One Who is now present. This is '^ a Saviour, Who . 
is Christ the Lord/^ of Whom the others " were but 
witnesses.^' (Isa, xliii. 10, 11.) "Beside Me there is 
no Saviour.^^ 

The Feast of Tabernacles was a type of our Lord. 

The Pillar of Fire. 

1 See Wordsworth's Greek Testament for more on this. 
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The Rock smitten. 

The Shew-bread. 

Aaron^s rod that budded^ &c. For others see Cir- 
cumcision. 

All the wonderful births in the Old Testament, — 

Isaac^ Samuel, (comp. Song of Hannah and Magni- 
ficat,) Samson. 

Lessons. 

I. Think of the humility of the Incarnation, — union 
of the Divine and human. (Isa. vii. 14.) The con- 
cealment of the Godhead, — dwell on this. (S. Luke 
i. 31 — 35 ; Phil. ii. 6, 7.) Strive to realize this union, 
and to live in the remembrance of it. 

Fray the Holy Child to teach you somewhat of His 
lowliness of spirit and heart. Listen to His voice, 
^^ Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly, and ye shall 
find rest," &c., (S. Matth. xi.) 

Think how Christ comes in His blessed Sacrament; 
how He is hidden beneath earthly elements in the Holy 
Communion ; His annihilation of self for us. (S. John 
vi.) The Living Bread coming to us in His ^' House of 
Bread,^^ the true Bethlehem, the Church. Buried with 
Him in Baptism, let us strive that our real life shall be 
hidden with Christ in God. See Collect. How 
much suffering was involved in His lowly birth to Him- 
self and others 1 

II. Think of the character of the Blessed Virgin 
Mother. Read S. Luke i. 26 — 56. Christ^s hiding 
in her. 

The especial graces in her which had been so pleas- 
ing to God the Father, — purity, lowliness, the hidden 
life of contemplation and prayer, meek submission, 
unhesitating acceptance of all suffering for His sake, 
which must come with the wondrous honour and bless- 
ing vouchsafed to her. The sorrow sure to follow 
from such union with the Crucified, (^S« livl^^^^ \v. 
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35; Ps. xlii. 10; S. John xv. 20.) His own words, 
" If any man will be My servant, let him take up his 
cross daily.'' Comp. those of the Wise King, '^If 
thou comest to serve the Lord, prepare thy soul for 
temptation." Pray for grace to be like the Holy Mary 
in her humility and purity ; pray for meek submission 
and resignsftion to all Christ sends to you as His 
member, because of union with Him; pray that He 
will give you this gift of humility, and make us willing 
to bear all for Him ; (Gal. ii. 20 ; Col. iii. 3 ; 2 Cor. 
iv. 10; S. Matth. xvi. 24, 25;) and so to prepare for 
His coming again Who is the King meek and lowly. 

III. Consider the just and holy character of him 
whom God chose to watch over the cradle and early 
life of the " Just and Holy One,'' his prompt obedience, 
his ready sharing of his Lord's sufferings, his faithful- 
ness to his charge, his entire unselfishness. Comp. 
Ps. XV. 1 — 5. 

Such purity and holiness is necessary for those who 
would minister to the All-Holy. ''Be ye also ready, 
watch and pray, for ye know not the hour when the 
Son of Man shall come. Blessed is that servant whom 
He shall find watching." Comp. S. Luke i. 26, &c., 
ii. 34. And ''he blessed them both." 

Christ was manifested at His First Coming only to 
those waiting and watching for Him ; see S. Luke ii. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Joseph, the Shepherds, 
Simeon, Anna, &c. 

Prayers. 

Collects, for the Day, S. Stephen, Annunciation, 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany, Fourth Sunday in Advent, 
Twenty-fifth Sunday after Trinity, &c. &c., and these 
Prayers. 

God, Which makest us glad by the yearly remem- 
brance of the birth of Thy only Son Jesus Christ ; 
grant that as we joyfully receive Him for our Redeemeri 
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SO we may with sure confidence behold Him when He 
shall come to be our Judge ; Who liveth and reigneth^ 
&c. — Early Communion, 1st Prayer Book, 1549, Christ- 
mas Day, Salisbury Use. 

" God, Who by Thy birth from Blessed Mary hast 
made us becoming Thy members to be freed from all 
iniquity from our first father ; grant, we beseech Thee, 
that we who have received this new creation, may be 
stripped of all contagion of the old decrepitude. Amen/' 
— Manual of Spiritual Communion, 

" Grant that we who glory in Thy Nativity, may by 
Thy governance not feel the adversities of the world, 
and that what we long for in time to celebrate, we may 
without end enjoy. Amen/' 

May we always receive new life from Thy Blessed 
Sacrament which reneweth to us the memory of that 
wondrous Nativity which destroyed the old man ; grant 
to us. Lord Jesus, that we may be so filled with this 
spiritual food that we may despise earthly things, and 
love such things as are heavenly ; and that we receiving 
this pledge of our eternal salvation, may so direct our 
course thereto, that we may happily arrive thereat. 
Amen. 

Grant, Lord Jesus Christ, that we who celebrate 
with joy Thy blessed Nativity by partaking sacred 
mysteries, may by a worthy and holy life be made one 
with Thee eternally. Amen. 

" By Thy holy Nativity, 

" Good Lord, deliver us. 

^' Son of David, have mercy upon us. 

" Christ, hear us. 

^' Christ, have mercy upon us. 

*' We believe that Thou shalt come to be our Judge. 
We therefore pray Thee, help Thy servants, &c. 

" Make them to be numbered with Thy Saints in 
glory everlasting. Amen/' 

Is the Church's constant cry. 
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Scriptures which may be read to-day and throughout 
this week, — Isa. vii., Ix.^ liii. ; S. Luke i., ii. ; S. Matih. 
i.^ ii. ; S. John vi., iv. ; S. Matth. xxv.^ xxvi. ; 1 Cor. 
X. 16; Heb. i. ; S. John i. Comp. Titus ii., iii.; Ezek. 
xxxiv. 28, 29;.Hagg. i. 12, &c. ; Joel ii. 23; Zech. 
xiv. 1 — 15, 15 — ^21, ix., vi., vii. ; Rev. xix. ; Ecclus. 
xxxviii. 4, &c. ; 1 Mace. xiv. 41, &c. 

"Thine Almighty Word, Lord, leaped down from 
Heaven out of Thy royal throne.^' Alleluia ! Alleluia ! 
Alleluia I — Antiphon, at Lauds in Salisbury Use. (See 
Day Hours of English Church.) 



Hymns. 

** God manifest in the flesh." 

" Of the Father's love begotten. 
Ere the worlds began to bei 
He the Alpha and Omega, 

He the Source, the Ending He." 
&c. &c. &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 46. 

"The Word was made flesh." 

"0 Christ, Redeemer of our race, 
Thou brightness of the Father's face.'* 

Ancient and Modem, 45. 

" Let us now go even to Bethlehem." 

Adeste Fideles, 

" come, all ye faithful," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 42. 

The Angels' Message. 
Ancient and Modem, 47, 44, 43. 

" Hark, the herald angels," &c. 
" While shepherds," &c. 
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•■ He b our Fwwe.** 
''God firam oa hi^ ImiUi b««rd»^ 1^. 

** He is our Defence.** 
** O Satiour of the world forioni.** ^. 



And these Hymns^ — 



" All my heart with joy is spnoginf, 
While in sir, 
Everywhere 
Angel choirs are singing, 

'* Hark ! they hail the joyAil morUi 
Christ, they say. 
Came to-day, 
In DaviU*s city born, 

"To this lower world desoendeth 
From above, 
He Whose love 
All our sorrow endeth ; 

" He Who breath and being gave us, 
Quits the skies, 
Lives and dies 
In our fleth to save us. 

"Christ, our Lamb so meek and lovingt 
Dries our tears. 
Calms our fears, 
All our sins removing ; 

"Christ our Lamb, Who suffers for m. 
He can quell 
Death and Hell, 
And to peace restore as. 

** Hark 1 from yon dark manger lowly, 
Breezes soft 
Seem to waft 
Gentle words and holj ; 
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" ' Sigh no more, away with sadness. 
Brethren dear, 
I am here, 
Bringing joy and gladness.' " 

Paul Gbrhardt. 
See Book of Common Praise, No. 48. 

The glad tidings of the angel Gabriel, S. Luke ii. 

" From heaven to earth I come. 
To bear good news to every home. 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring. 
Whereof I now will say and sing. 

"To you this night is bom a Child, 
Of Mary, chosen Mother mild, 
This little Child, of lowly birth. 
Shall be the joy of all the earth. 

" Tis Christ our God, Who far on high 
Hath heard your sad and bitter cry. 
Himself will your salvation be. 
Himself from sin will make you free. 

***** 

** Now let us all with gladsome cheer. 
Follow the shepherds and draw near 
To see this wondrous gift of God, 
Who hath His only Son bestowed. 

" Give heed, my heart, lift up thine eyes. 
Who is it in yon manger lies ? 
Who is this Child so young and fair? 
The blessed Christ Child lieth there. 

" Welcome to earth, Thou noble Guest, 
Through Whom e'en wicked men are blest, 
Thou cam*st to share our misery; 
What can we render. Lord, to Thee ? 

*' Ah, Lord, Who hast created all, 
How hast Thou made Thee weak and small, 
That Thou must choose Thy infant bed 
Where ass and ox but lately fed. 

" Were earth a thousand times as fair, 
Beset with gold and jewels rare, 
She yet were far too poor to be 
A narrow cradle. Lord, for Thee. 
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** For velvets soft and silken stuffs, m 

Thou hast but hay and straw so rough, ^ 

Whereon Thou King, so rich and great. 
As 'twere Thy heaven, art throned in state. 

** Thus hath it pleased Thee to make plain 
The truth to us poor fools and vain, 
That this world's honour, wealth and might 
Are nought and worthless in Thy sight. 

"Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled. 
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 

My heart for very joy doth leap, 
My lips no more can silence keep, 
I too must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradle song,— • 

' Glory to God in highest heaven. 
Who unto man His Son hath given !' 
While Angels sing with pious mirth, 
' A glad new year to all the earth.' " 

Luther. 1540. 



The Ministry of the Angels, S. Luke i., ii. 

"And is there care in heaven, and is there love 
In heavenly creatures to these creatures base. 
That may compassion of their evils move ? 
There is, else much more wretched were the case 
Of men than beasts. But O the exceeding grace 
Of highest God that loves His creatures so. 
And all His works with mercy doth embrace, 
That blessed Angels He sends to and fro 
To serve to wicked men, to serve His cruel foe ! 

" How oft do they their silver bowers leave 
To come to succour us who comfort want, 
How oft do they with golden pinions cleave 
The flitting skies like flying pursuivant. 
Against foul fiends to aid us militant 
They for us fight, they watch and duly ward. 
And their bright squadrons round about us plant, 
And all for love, and nothing for reward. 
O why should heavenly God to man have aufi.Vi't^'^ga.^*^'* 
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The Manger-Bed, 

" Sweet Babe ! that wrapt in twilight shade^ 
Upon Thy Mother's lap wast laid, 
Grant, holy Jesus, grant that we 
May imitate Thine infancy. 

" And when we seek our lowly bed. 
While midnight darkens o'er our head. 
From ravening wolves, kind Shepherd, keep 
This little flock of Thy poor sheep. 

" Speak peace unto our souls, and tell 
Of heavenly joys that with Thee dwell. 
So shall our spirits all ni^ht long 
Sing to our God our thankful song. 

*' Thus as the dying day grows dim, 
To God we raise our evening hymn. 
And laud with heaven's bright angel host, 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen." 

Blew. 

Ancient and Modem, 243, 244, 229, 230. 

Bethlehem. 

*' There comes a galley sailing 
With amplest cargo stored, 
It bears God's Son most loving, . 
The Lord's Eternal Word. 
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That galley calmly floating, 
Bears freight of priceless cost. 

Love is the sail that wafts it. 
Its mast the Holy Ghost. 

" The earth now holds the anchor, 
The ship to lan<i hnth won, 
God's Word our flesh hath taken, 
To mankind comes the Son. 

"In Bethlehem an Infant, 
Born in a manger stall. 
He gives Himself to save us. 
Then praise Him one and all. 

'^And whoso seeks that Infant 
In loving clasp to hold. 
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Must first with Him bear anguish, , i 

And sorrows manifold. ' 

''And then, with Jesus dying, 
Again with Jesus rise. 
An heir of life eternal. 
Where Jesus gives the prize." ^ • 

An Ancient Hymn. 

4 

The Shepherds. 

The Good Shepherd gave His life for the sheep.'' 

" Jesus my Shepherd is, 

'Twas He that loved my soul, 
'Twas He that washed me in His Blood, 
'Twas He that made me whole. 

<"Twas He that sought the lost, 
That found the wandering sheep, 
'Twas He that brought me to the fold, 
'Tis He that still doth keep. 

" I was a wandering sheep, 
I would not be controlled, 
But now I love my Shepherd's voice, 
I love, I love the fold. 

" I was a wayward child, 
I once preferred to roam, 
But now I love my Father's voice, 
I love, I love His home.'' 

BONAR. 

The Saviour which is Christ the Lord. 

" Cling to the Mighty One, 
Cling in thy grief, 
Cling to this holy One, 
He gives relief. 
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Cling to the gracious One, 
Cling in thy psin ; 

CUng to the faithful One, 
He will sustain. 
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'^ Cling to the living One, 
Cling in thy woe ; 
Cling to the loving One, 
Through all below. 

" Cling to the pardoning One, 
He speaketh peace ; 
Cling to the healing One, 
Anguish shall cease. 

*' Cling to the bleeding One, 
Cling to His Side ; 
Cling to the Risen One, 
In Him abide. 
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Cling to the Coming One, 

Hope shall arise ; 
Cling to the Reigning One, 

Joy lights thine eyes." 

Bennett. 



UNION WITH CHRIST. 

Holy Baptism. 

Baptising them in the Name,'' &c. — S. Matth. zxviii. 

*' Once in His Name Who made thee. 
Once in His Name Who died for thee. 
Once in His Name Who lives to aid thee 
We plunge thee in love's boundless sea. 

** Christian, dear child, we call thee. 

Threefold the bath, the Name is one ; 
Henceforth no evil dream befall thee, 
Now is thy heavenly rest begun. 

'* Yet in sharp hours of trial 

The mighty seal must needs be proved; 
Dread spirits wait in stern espial. 
But name thou still the Name beloved. 

" Name it with heart untainted. 

Lips fragrant from their early vow. 
Ere conscience yet have swerved or fainted, 
Ere shame have dyed the willing brow. 

** Name it in dewy morning, 

When duly for the world's keen fray 
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With prayer and vow thy soul adorning, 
Thou in thy bower salut'st the day. 

'* In quiet evening name it, 

When gently like a wearied breeze. 
Thou sink'st to sleep ; oh, see thou claim it, 
That saving Name, upon thy knees. 

*' Name it in solemn meetings. 

Mid chanted anthems grave and clear, 
When towards the east our awful greetings 
Are wafted ere the Lord appear. 

'* Upon thy death-bed name it, 

So may'st thou chase th* infernal horde 
So learn with angels to proclaim it. 
Thrice Holy, One Almighty Lord.'* 

Lyra Innocentium, 



The New Creation. 

*' He hath set the world in their heart." 

** Who may the wondrous birth declare 
Of earth and heaven, so fast and fair ? 
Yet whensoe'er to love's pure spring 
A helpless little one they bring. 
Those wonders o'er again we see, 
In saving mystery. 

" All in the unregenerate child 
Is void and formless, dark and wild, 
Till the life-giving Holy Dove 
Upon the waters gently move. 
And power impart, soft brooding there 
Celestial fruit to bear. 

** God on the first day spake in might, 
* Let there be light,' and there was light. 
So o'er the font enlightening grace 
As surely beams from Jesu a face 
As when in Jordan's wave He bowed 
Beneath the hovering cloud. 

" The second day God stored on high 
The dewy treasures of the sky ; 
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And who the pure glad drops may tell 
Reserved in yon ethereal well. 
Faith to revive upon her way, 
Hope's weary thirst allay ? 
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The third day dawned ; at His command 
The rushing waters left the land ; 
With herb and flower the green earth smiled ; 
So art thou rescued, Christian dhild. 
From tossings of the world's rude sea 
In vernal peace to be. 

" Bright rose the fourth triumphal morn. 
For then the sun and stars were born. 
And the soft moon whose chaste cold ray 
Tells tidings of a purer day. 
Christ in the font became our noon, 
The holy Church our moon. 

" To the fifth dawn and eve belong. 
Motion, and life, and flight and song. 
In watery deeps and deeps of heaven. 
Such gift to thee, dear babe, was given. 
When from the earth He bade thee rise 
To greet Him in the skies. 

''The sisth dread day, the last in place. 
Dread in its deeps of untold grace ; 
Moulded, at morn, the cold dull clay, 
Inspired, at eve, the quickening ray ; 
The same Fad morn and evening mild 
Renewed us, earth-defiled. 

" Thee, awful Image of the All-Good, 
That one atoning day renewed 
For the whole world : the fontal wave 
To each apart the glury gave. 
Washing us clean, that we might hide 
In His Love-pierced Side. 

Thus in each day of toil we read 
Tokens of joy to saints decreed. 
What if the day of holy rest. 
The sleep foreshow of infants blest. 
Borne from the font, the seal new given. 
Perchance to wake in heaven?" 

Lyra Innocentium, No, 2. 
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UNION WITH CHRIST, THE HOLT CHILD. 

The Holy Communion. 

" The Living Bread which came down from heayen."^ 

** O Food of men wayfaring, 
Which angels too are sharing, 

O manna most divine ! 
The souls that hunger feed Thou, 
The hearts that seek Thee lead Thou, 

With that sweet grace of Thine. 

" Fount of love adored, 
O Stream for ever poured 

From the Redeemer's heart ! 
Come Thou Thyself bestowing 
On thirsty souls, and flowing 

All blessings to impart. 

" Jbsu, before Thee kneeling. 
Who art Thyself concealing 
In bread as Thy disguise ; 
We pray that we ascended. 
When Thou the veil hast rended. 
May see Thee with our eyes." 



" Christ the Li$rht that knows no ending. 
Gives to us His Flesh as food : 
Drink He gives us, also deigning 
To refresh us with His Blood. 

* * * * * 

" In this rite our souls to nourish 

To the Word made Flesh we come. 
Hence our faith in strength doth flourish. 
Hence we reach our heavenly home. 

" Bread of sweetness, ever holy, 
.Full art Thou of pure delight, 
Saviour, born of maiden lowly. 
King art Thou of perfect might. 

1 Bethlehem means '* House of Bread/' At the opening service 
of the Lambeth Conference, Sept. 24, 1867, the Elements used at 
the Celebration in the palace Chapel consisted of bread made from 
com grown at Bethlehem, and wine from Jerusalem, (the C^ ^\ 
Peace,) which was sent as a present expre&aV^ tot \}ki& ^i^t^q^a. 
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** May we ever eat in gladness 
Of this rich angelic Bread : 
May we in death^s hour of sadness 
With this sweetest gift be fed. 

*' He was at the third day hour 
Led a Victim forth to die : 
When He bare His Cross of power, 
His elect to raise on high. 

" Lead us, Giver of salvation, 
To our home Thyself beside^ 
Where eternal jubilation 
Dwelleth, through the Lamb that died. 

** Evermore we there the story 

Of Thy wondrous deeds will raise; 
Reigning with Thy saints in glory, 
We will offer gifts of praise. 

^* Sacrifice and hymns in union, 
God we bring this festal day : 
May He with Divine Communion 

Feed us with His love for aye. Amen.** 

Altar Manual, 



" Hail, O Word Incarnate truly. 
Virgin-born, before Whom duly 

We in faith undoubting fall. 
Hail, to Thee, Who scourged in malice, 
Drankest of the bitter chalice, 

Mingled vinegar and gall. 

'< Hail to Thee Who didst not falter 
On the cross's mournful altar. 

Dying there in sharpest pain ; 
Hail to Thee, Whose one oblation 
Saved the world from condemnation. 

Burst the gates of hell in twain. 

" Hul, Thou brightness, ever glorious ! 
Hail, Thou Flesh of Christ victorious, 

Flower and iruit of virgin's womb I 
Hail, Thou Bread by angels shared ! 
Hail, Thou Light of saints prepared. 

Saviour of the world from doom. 
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'' Hail, Thou meek Redeemer, sending 
Mereies to us never ending, 

Thou Who soothest helpless men ! 
Hail, O Christ, the Father's splendour, 
Grant, 1 pray. Thy mercies tender. 

Now and evermore. Amen." 

Altar Manual, 

Thanksgiving after Communion, Christmas-tide. 

" Jbsus, gentlest Saviocjr, 
God of might and power. 
Thou Thyself art dwelling 
In us at this hour. 

" Nature cannot hold Thee, 
Earth is all too strait. 
For Thine endless glory. 
And Thy royal state. 

" Out heyond the shining 
Of the farthest star, 
Thou art ever stretching 
Infinitely far. 

" Yet the hearts of children 
Hold what worlds cannot. 
And the God of wonders 
Loves the lowly spot. 

"Jesus, gentlest Saviour, 
Thou art in us now. 
Fill us with Thy goodness 
Till our hearts o'erflow. 

" Pray the prayer within us. 
That to heaven may rise. 
Sing the song that angels 
Sing above the skies. 

" Multiply our graces. 
Chiefly love and fear, 
And, dear Lord, the chiefest, 
Grace to persevere. 

** Oh, how can we thank Thee 
For a gift like this. 
Gift that truly maketh 
Heaven's eternal bVi^^*^ 
II. V 
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Ah, when wilt Thou always 

Make our hearts Thy home ? 
We must wait for heaven. 

Till that day shall come/' 

Frederick W. Faber. See Book 
of Common Praise, Christmas, 



Midnight Hymn, Christmas Eve, 

** Sweetest Jebu, Lord and Master, 

In the manger born to-night, 
To Thine own appointed temple 

Com'st Thou now to our delight. 
Wondrous was Thine Incarnation, 

Wondrous is Thy dying love ; 
But Thy presence at Thine altar 

Soars all other joys above. 
O, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 

All our fears aod cares remove ; 

Bathe us, steep us in Thy love."^ 

For Others on the Blessed Sacrament, see Ancient 
and Modern, 205, 207, 206, 198, &c. ; Book of Com- 
mon Praise, 212, 213, 214, 215. (See " Footprints of 
the LoRD,^^ Maundy Thursday.) 

Introit, ^' Unto us a Child is bom, unto us a Son is 
given, and the government shall be upon His shoulder, 
and His name shall be called Wonderful, &c. Ps. 
Sing unto the Lord a new song (Magnificat,) for He 
hath done marvellous things. Glory he" &c. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

* Sung at midnight celebration, Anglican Charch, Rue Madeleine, 
Paris, on Christmas night. 



67 



The King's Attendants; or^ the Three Days 

AFTER Christmas. 

FEASTS OF S. STEPHEN, S. JOHN, AND THE 

HOLY INNOCENTS. 

It will be well to pause awhile to consider the re- 
markable position of these three Festivals that follow 
immediately on the Natal Day of Christ the King. 
Easter and Pentecost have each their two festal days 
following the Sunday. Christmas Day is placed in 
this respect on a similar but more honoured footing. 
But there is this difference : at Easter and Whitsuntide 
the days partake of the name of the festival : at Christ- 
mas they stand alone, and though forming part of the 
Christmas Oetave, are called by the names of the Saints 
whom they commemorate. 

Some explanation may be found for this most 
striking arrangement of the Catholic Church in the vivid 
way in which the primitive Christians actually realized 
the close union between Christ and His people through 
the Holy Incarnation, especially those who had laid 
down their lives for His sake. Hence martyrs were 
sometimes called Xpurro^ipoi^^ or CnRiST-bearers,^ and 
S. Augustine says : '^ As Christ by being born was 
brought into union with Stephen, so Stephen by dying 
was brought into union with Christ.'^ 

The early Church never lost sight of the fact that 
the Holy Child of Bethlehem was also the Man of sor- 
rows, — and this very probably led to commemorating 
the first martyr on the first day of his Master's suffer- 
ing life on earth. 

Thus we find the Apostles taking comfort in their 
sufferings from the thought of the Incarnation, and speak- 

' Easebiusy viii. 10. See Annotated Prayer Book. 
' See also the weU- known legend of ^« C\m»\»\^«t» 
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ing of our Lord (after His Ascension) to the Father as 
"Thy Holy Child Jesus/' gaining more strength and 
comfort from their sympathy with His humility and 
suffering than even from their hope of the glory of His 
Ascension. 

Another explanation is given by early writers — viz., 
that Christ being the Head, three orders of martyrs 
are joined to Him by the grace of martyrdom — He 
Himself being the King of Martyrs, (Song of Solomon 
V. 10,) " the chief atuong ten thousand.'^ This three*' 
fold order consists of martyrs — 

1. In will and deed — such as S. Stephen. 

2. In will, but not in deed — such as S. John. 

3. lu deed, but not in will — such as the Holy Inno« 
cents. 

Again, these three days represent, it has been said^ 
the three ways by which the Incarnation bears fruit in 
the Saints of God : i.e., suffering, love, and purity. 

S. Stephen trod in the very steps of his Master by a 
suffering death. 

S. John, leaning on Jesu's Bosom in perfect love^ 
followed His Heavenly example by a patient life-long 
endurance of the cross, and is the especial apostle of 
love. 

The Holy Innocents represent those who, trained in 
innocence and purity, are enabled to follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth.^ 

It has been beautifully said, that it has been the 
wisdom of the Church " so to order and arrange her 
festivals as to bring out in strong relief the great doc- 
trine of the Incarnation of the Son of God, as the 
source of all grace to man in doing or suffering. To 
all those who are incorporated with Christ and dwell 
in Him by faith and love, death is not death, but is 
birth to endless life. Therefore the days on which the 
martyrs of the Church died for Christ are called by her 

> See Annotated Pmyer Book. 
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their Birthdays,^ and those days are happily connected 
by her with Christmas, the Birthday of Him Who is 
^ the Resurrection and the Life, by Whose Birth we 
have entrance into Eternal Life/^ Accordingly, in the 
ancient ritual of the Western Church, the Birthday of 
Christ, the Nativity of ^^ God with us,^' ^' the true and 
faithful Martyr,^' (S. Matth. i. 23; Rev. i. 5 ; iii. 14,) 
is followed on the morrow by the birthday into ever- 
lasting life of the first martyr, S. Stephen, and that by 
the Feast of S. John Evangelist, and that again by the 
Festival of the Holy Innocents.^ 

The Church of England has wisely preserved this 
arrangement which " had been consecrated by her ritual 
for a thousand years. Thus in the words of judicious 
Hooker, the world, by looking upon what the Church 
does, may in a manner read what she believes.''^ By 
placing these three days close to the Manger of Beth- 
lehem the Church also teaches us that no rank or age 
is excluded from sharing the life and death of her In- 
earnate Lord in that ^^ vast army,^^ of which Stephen 
the young deacon, in the prime of life, S. John the 
Apostle in his old age, and little children, are given 
here as the types and leaders. 

Thus, having seen what abundant reason there is for 
this beautiful marshalling of the saints around the 
cradle of their King, we will go on to see how each bears 
witness to the Holy Child Jesus, and how the service 
of each day adds to the Church's wondrous teaching on 
the Incarnation. 

" As rays around the Source of Light, 
Stream upward ere he glow in sight. 
And watching by his future flight. 
Set the clear heavens on fire, 

* r€V€0kia, or Natalia. Wheatley on Common Prayer. 

s In the Greek Church Christmas (the 25th of Dec.) is followed 
after an interval of one day by the Feast of S. Stephen, and that fea> 
tival followed by the Festival of the Holy Innocenta. lii >SQft'^'CGCL^'<^x^ 
calendar the Innocents follow on the morrow aitet C\irii\.iQ»:^* 

* SeeWordsworth'a Preface to the Holy ^eai. 
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So, on the King of martyrs wait 
Three chosen bands in royal state. 
And all earth owns of good and great. 
Is gathered in that choir. 

** One presses on and welcomes death, 
One calmly yields his parting breath, 
Nor slow, nor hurrying, but in faith. 

Content to die or live ; 
And some, the darlings of their Lord, 
Play smiling with the flame and sword. 
And ere they speak to His sure word 
Unconscious witness give." 

Christian Year^ Feast of S, Stephen* 




S. Stephen^ Deacon. The Proto-Martyr. 

Except the fact of his call to. the Diaconate^ when it 
was first instituted by the Apostles, (Acts vi.) we are 
told nothing of S. Stephen's previous life. His holy 
zeal, wonderful knowledge, and unflinching courage are 
set before us in the 7th chapter of the Acts, from 
which is taken the Epistle for the day. 

The Gospel reminds us of our Lord's own solemn 
judgment of the Jews for their treatment of His pro- 
phets and saints ; and his mention of Zacharias forms 
a solemn contrast in the dying prayer of the last of the 
martyred prophets and the first martyr of the Holy 
Child Jesus. 

Zacharias,^ the Prophet-Priest, the son of Jehoiada, 
had like Stephen been stoned to death, by the king's 
command in the "court of the house of the Lord.'* 
Like Stephen, he had provoked the Jews by his re- 

f)roof8 — like S. Stephen he ere he died had prayed his 
ast prayer ; but unlike him only in this, his last prayer 
had been a curse and not a blessing. When he died 
he said, "The Lord look upon it, and require it.''^ 

1 2 Chron. xziv. 20, 21. 

' Comp. S, Matth. ziiii. 35 ; Acts yIL 68, 59 ; ziv. 19. 
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And our Lord^s words in the Gospel are bat the pro- 
phecy of the fulfilment of this prayer^ on the faithless 
Jews who were soon about to add S. Stephen^s death 
to their long list of martyred Saints from Abel to 
Zacharias. 

The Gospel is the same throughout the whole Wes- 
tern Churchy and must have been chosen with this view^ 
to show us the difference between the saints of the old 
and new Dispensations. 

We may compare the Epistle and the prayer of the 
holy Stephen^ with what he had learnt at the foot of 
the cross, from '^ Our Lord sitting on the chair of the 
cross,'' Listening to His voice, he hears, " Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do,'' (com p. 
S. Matth. V. 44,) and he echoes it back again to that 
Lord whom he sees standing on the Right Hand of 
6oD, as he cries, " Lord, lay not this sin to their 
charge. And having said this, he fell asleep." 

Observe his calm quiet amidst the wild tumult of 
his enemies, as he rises once again from beneath the 
crushing stones, and ^' kneels down " to adore the Son 
of Man Whom he sees ''waiting to receive him," as 
he meekly commends his soul into the hands of that 
loving care, with the first prayer that was ever breathed 
in death in the Name of Jesus, '' Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit ;" and so with his last words of peace and 
loving forgiveness, lays himself down to sleep. For 
S. Luke says, he '' fell asleep." (Comp. S. John xi. 11.) 
The original expression is, " was laid asleep," i.e. was 
hushed to rest. " Laid to sleep by the loving Master 
to Whom he had so lately appealed. That Master 
received his spirit, closed his eyes upon persecutors, 
and their stones, and their fury, and opens them on 
the beautiful Paradise, where the souls of the faithful 
rest in calm peace after the storms of life had ex- 
hausted themselves."^ 

^ Goulbam*8 Acts of tlie DcolCcvca. 
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How soon his last prayer was answered in the new 
birth of " the young man," at whose feet his clothes 
were laid, we all know. How often must the holy 
Apostle Paul have recalled this day, with a holy sorrow 
and yet awful joy, when he must have said year by 
year, '^This was the day on which Stephen fell 
asleep." 

The most striking part of the history of Stephen's 
martyrdom is his vision of the Son of Man in His 
glory at God's Right Hand, coming as it does the day 
after we have been contemplating Him as the Holy 
Child, — humbled, scorned, unowned, except by the 
few poor shepherds and the angels of God, in the 
manger of Bethlehem, aud carrying our thoughts and 
hopes on at once to His Ascension in glory, and 
eternal mediation, and intercession for His faithful 
children. 

The Collect gathers up this thought for us very 
beautifully when it reminds us how this same Jesus still 
stands at His Father's right hand to assist all who 
suffer for Him, and bids us pray for the gift of His 
Holy Spirit of love and comfort, that we may follow 
the blessed Stephen's life and death, and bearing all suf- 
ferings, or striving to bear them, as he did, with pa- 
tient faith and holy love, seek to gain with him the 
" glorious crown," which the Righteous Judge will give 
to all who truly love Him. 

S. Augustine calls Stephen the Z'rg^avo^,^ or " crown 
of the Church," in respect of her martyrs. So he is 
placed to sit to-day at the feet of Him Who is the 
" King of martyrs" and " the martyrs' Crown." 

With the Collect^ compare these references : S. John 

* Here remember that ^r4<pavo5 denotes the crown of a victor as 
won by his victory ; not a royal crown which may come by inheritance 
quite apart from merit or conquest. 

^ A.D. 1661. As it now stands it is first found in Bishop Cosin's 
writing in the Durham Prayer Book ; till then it was used in a much 

*rterand less beautiful form. See Annotated Prayer Book. 
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XV. 20 ; 1 S. Pet. iv. 13 ; Acts vii. 55, 56 ; 2 Cor, ir. 
17, 18; Acts vii. 57, 60; S. Matth, v. 44. 

The Old TestamcDt Lessons to-day are Prov. xxviii.^ 
and Eccles. iv., for we are not now dwelling so much 
on the history of the saint, as on his witness to the 
Holy Child Jesus, and the bearing of the Services on 
the Mystery of the Incarnation. We thus pass on to the 
New Testament Scriptures for the day : Morning, Acts 
vi. 8 — vii. 29 ; Evening, Acts vii. 30 — 54. 

In the Morning Lesson we have the account of his 
holy life, (vi. 8,) judgment, and transfiguration, and 
^part of his wonderful speech before the Sanhedrim, 
which is finished in the Evening Lesson. It is in this 
that we find the holy Stephen's witness to the Son of 
Man, his Incarnate Lord, to which our attention is now 
directed. This wonderful speech of S. Stephen has 
been well called " the first Apologia contra Judseos^'^ for 
the Christian Faith ; and we must remember that it is 
the Holy Ghost speaking to us by S. Stephen, else 
we shall not rightly understand it, replying as it does 
not only to the words, but the very thoughts of his 
doubting and furious hearers. (Acts vi. 10, vii. 55.) 
It is full of indirect refutations of errors, and assertions 
of the truth, concerning the Holy Child Jesus, Who is 
always present to the mind of the holy Stephen, though 
His Name is not once mentioned, until at last his full 
heart pours out his love and trust ^^ strong as death,'' 
and it bursts forth in his dying ejaculation, ''Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.'' Let us consider then how 
S. Stephen sets forth the Incarnate Lord to us in this 
Divinely inspired summary of the Old Testament his- 
tory, teaching the world how that history is to be read, 
especially as it concerns Christ. (Compare our Lord's 

' Observe especially verse 1 , how appropriate to the holy Stephen ; 
eomp. Lev. xxvi. 17^ 36 ; Ps. liii. 5 ; ** The righteouB are bold as a 
Hon." 

* See Wordsworth's << Acts of the ApoftUeft.** 
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own comment on it^ S. Luke xxiv. 26^ 27.) He shows us 
how the Christian is " the son of Abraham/* who was 
" the father of the faithful/' and " the friend of God." 
" The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham/' 
(ver. 2, S,) whilst he was in a heathen country, before 
there was either temple or sacrifice, or even circum- 
cision, (ver. 8.) He shows them how the patriarchs 
were our fathers, (11, 12;) how Joseph is the type 
of Christ, for his brethren sold him for money, even 
as they had sold Christ, (Gen. xxxvii. 4, 11, 28; Ps. 
cv. 17; comp. S. Matth. xxvii. 18.) They rejected 
Joseph, he seems to say, as you rejected Jesus ; but 
God was with Joseph as He was with Christ, &c., 
(verses 10 — 14 ; comp. Gen. xxxix. 2, 21, 23.) He 
fed Jacob and his brethren, as Christ would feed you, 
(verses 11, 12,) if you will let him. He was made 
known to his brethren, not at first but at last, ^' the 
second time/' (v. 13,) so some day you will look on 
the Brother whom you have pierced and mourned, 
(Zech. xii. 10,) who fed the bodies of five thousand 
with one word, &c., and is waiting in the Christian 
Church to feed them, ever crying, '^ Open thy mouth 
wide, and I will fill it," " I am the true Bread," &c., 
(S. John vi.) Notice also how S. Stephen points out 
that it was not until after Joseph had been the saviour of 
the Egyptians that he became the saviour of his own 
people. Thus he intimates that Christ will first be 
the Saviour of a Gentile Church, and that afterwards 
His own people who sold Him to the Gentiles, will 
return and own Him, and be saved. (Comp. Kom. 
xi. 25.) 

Notice how he dwells on the fact that the patriarchs 
were buried at Sychem,^ the city of Samaria, not of 

^ Sychem was the first place in Canaan where Almighty Goo vouch- 
safed His presence to Abraham, (Gen. xii. 6, 7,) whence it was 
called Moreh, or vision. Here Abraham built an altar to the Lord. 
lUtt have purchased this land, for the Canaanite was still there. 
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the Jews, (comp. S. John iv. 5 :) not in the ancient 
Hebron/ or Machpelab^ which Abraham had first bought 
for a burying-place for Sarah, to show how God, Who 
is the God of the living and the dead, can watch over 
His faithful ones wherever they may be scattered : not 
only in the royal priestly city in Judaea where Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob were buried, (Gen. xlix. 29, 31,) but 
also in the Samaritan city where Joseph and the pa- 
triarchs were buried, though they were those with whom 
they would " have no dealings.'^ And thus he shows 
them that the worship of God might yet be carried on 
acceptably even though the temple and its worship 
might be done away with. 

(Gen. zii. 6, ziii. 7 ; comp. Gen. xiv. 23.) It was the first place to 
which Jacoh repaired on his return from Padan-aram : he purchased 
a site there to build an altar upon, (Gen. xxxiii. 18 — 20 ; compare as 
to the sanctity of this' place Gen. xxxv. 4, Joshua xxiv. 1, 25 — 27.) 
It was in fact the national sanctuary of Israel. It was the personal 
aUotment of Joseph, (S. John iv. 5, 6,) for Jacob gave to Joseph 
the plot he purchased at Sichem. See Gen. xlviii. 22, xxxiii. 19; 
Joshua xxiv. 32 ; — these suggest the reason why Joseph and the 
patriarchs were buried here, and perhaps why the Lord Incarnate, 
God manifest in the flesh, chose Sychar or Sichem for an especial 
revelation of Himself as Messiah, (S. John iv. 25, 26,) and dis- 
coursed to the woman at Jacob's well of the future extension of 
God's worship to the whole world, (Acts vii.) See Wordsworth's 
Greek Test. 

1 Hebron, the city of Judaea, (S. Luke i. 39.) It was the burial- 
place of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the city in which David was 
crowned king of Judah. It became a royal and priestly city (Gen. 
ziii. 18 ; Josh. xxi. ; 2 Sam. ii. 1 ; xv. 7, 9.) The vale of Hebron is 
still called Wady Khalil, or *' the vale of the Friend of God." Here 
also Sarah and Rebekah were buried. See Wordsworth on Gen. xiii. 
This place has been for ever sanctified to us by its connection with 
the Holy Child Jesus, for here it was the holy Zacharias lived, it 
being the home of the priests, (Josh. xxi. 13,) here he returned after 
his wondrous vision, ** as soon as the days of his ministration were 
accomplished." Here it was the Blessed Virgin retreated, (S. Luke 
i. 39,) when Gabriel left her. Here the holy cousins spent that three 
months of holy communion concerning the Incarnate Lord. Here 
was born the great friend of the Bridegroom, the Forerunner of the 
great Prophet, Priest, and King. 

The word Hebron means ** friendship," "society:" truly wonder* 
fbl are all the coincidences of Holy Scripture 1 
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Sett be seta before tbnn tbt eiwi kwsirer 
"exceeding fair." Ixer. 20 ; eoaop. P». iIt- 3 ;1 1 
I^Tpt, wIktc thcT droTc Chbist, the tnie M< 
take refogc He lemiadi tbcm how ther Rjert 
H now they have Cesiar, (t. 35.) and how it w 
after a long period of abtetux after their rejectk 
Mo«e« retamed to be the sarionr of his people. ] 
them of the wondroni riaion of God in the harnio 
and the Angel of the Presence, Chbist Himself; 1 
bash, the type of Christ's Church, waa on holy ] 
tfaongh on Sinai, and not in Jerusalem or Jac 
S3,) bnt in the wilderness of Arabia. The whol 
therefore is God's field, the Church. He tell 
how Moses foretold the Incarnate Christ wh< 
had rejected, (compare v. 37 ; 1 Cor, x. 3 — 5, 
Luke xix. 14; 8. John xix. 15,} as their fall 
jected Moses : how they rejected the tabernacle 
and chose the tabernacle of Moloch, and the 
the god Remphan instead of God's Tabernacle 
Star, the Star of Jacob, the Pillar of Fire, th« 
and the Rook, that followed them, (Amos v. 25 
«. 25, 39 J Rom. i. 24 ; 2 Thess. ii. 11 ; Deul 
ivii. 3; Jer. xix. 13, Stc.) He recalls to th 
IJavid and Solomon built their " holy and 1 
house, but reminds them how the Lord, Wh 
Had cast out, would dwell not only there, but . 
John i™? "'"^ **"*" ^^° """^'"^ '■*'^'='''* **' 
eu^!?/''&' ^^ "minda them, how they had fille 
fatLI. AA?" T'"'^ "8"""* thein by doing " 
QosD^ l'^ V ''H.'° ^^^y "l"'' tbe prophets, (ver 

»'''"«yl^:ni'- ^"^'V^ ^'^'"" '^^y *>"^ "O" 
"•««a Stephen to-day «' fowoioat an 
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to His throne/' Stephen means ''crown/' Let us 
then 

I. Consider the Holy Child Jestis as — 
" The Crown of His saints/^ Rev. ii. 

''A Crown of Glory." Wisd. iii. ; Isa. xxii. 23. 

'' A Diadem of Beauty/' as crowning His true and 
faithful ones. Wisd. iii. ; Rev. ii. 10; S. James i. 12. 
See page 37 on the rewards of the kingdom. 

II. As the Son of Man. See Christmas Day. Dan. 
vii. 13. 

As ''the Captain of the Lord's Host." Josh. v. 14. 

" The Forerunner." Heb. vi. 20. 

" The Chiefest among ten thousand." Cant. v. 10. 

« The Keeper." S. John xvii. 12. 

"Leader." Isa. xl. 11. 

" Feeder." Ezek. xxxiv. 23. 

" Restorer." Isa. Iviii. 12. 

" Brother." S. Mark iii. 35. 

" Savioue." 2 S. Pet. iii. 18. 

" Hope." 1 Tim. i. 1. 

" Physician." Jer. viii. 22. 

" LoRD^ Master." S. John xiii. 14. 

" Purifier." Mai. iii. 3. 

" Resting-place." Jer. 1. 6. 

" The Life Everlasting of His Saints." S. John xii. 

" He that believeth on Me shall never die." 

" I am the Resurrection and the Life." 

Types. As set before us by S. Stephen. 

Abraham^ father of the faithful. 

Isaac^ the only son of his father. 

Jacobs the man of peace. 

Joseph, first betrayed and sold, and afterwards the 
feederXof his brethren. 

Moses^ first rejected and refused, and afterwards the 
lawgiver and deliverer. 
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Solomon^ the builder of the Temple. (Christ^ the 
Corner-stone of the Church.) 

The Angel of the Presence in the bush. 

Joshua, crowned with four crowns. Zech. vi. 11, 14. 
The kingly and priestly office of Christ the Branch. 
Comp. Exod. xxviii. 36, Levit. viii. 9. 

Lessons, Patient suflfering for Christ. 

To strive to copy the patience of the saints. 

To strive to imitate S. Stephen's purity and self- 
devotion ; and his firm trust in death. 

Kemember how the same Jesus will be ready to 
soothe and help us then as He did S. Stephen, if we 
love and serve Him now, and strive to purify ourselves 
even as He is pure. Pray that when that *' last hour 
is nigh" we may be able to say with S. Stephen, '* Lord 
Jesus, into Thy hands I commend my spirit." 

With the holy David, " I will lay me down and sleep, 
and take my rest, for it is Thou, Lord, only, that 
makest me to dwell in safety." 

^^ Yea, though I walk through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, I will fear no evil ; for Thou art with 
me : Thy rod and Thy staflF comfort me." 

As first in the forefront of the countless host that 
henceforth were to go forth to war in the Name of the 
Holy Child Jesus, — the first amongst the followers of 
the Lamb as it were slain, — the first, the nearest to 
the Incarnate Word in the great procession of the 
Gospel, (Rev. xix.,) S. Stephen is nearest to the cradle 
of his Lord. 

There are many more thoughts to be drawn from 
this wondrous speech of the holy deacon, but we cannot 
linger over them here. We have seen enough of them 
to learn how wondrous a showing forth it is of the In- 
carnation from the ancient history of the Jews in figure, 
type, and parable. 

Other Scriptures and references for this day, are 
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Wisd. iii. ; Gen. iv. 10; Job xiii. 14; xvi. 18, xxxiii. 
21; S. Matth. v.; Heb. xi. ; ii. 11—18; S. Matth. 
xxi. 33 — 43, being the Epistle and Gospel for the day 
in the Eastern Church ; and S. Matth. xxiii. 34 — 39; 
Gospel of English and Western Church ; also Fs. ii.^ 
and Ps. cxix. 9 — 16.^ 

Introit, " Princes also did sit and speak against me ; 
they persecute me falsely. Be Thou my help, 
Lord my God, for my heart is occupied in Thy sta- 
tutes. Blessed are all they that are uiidefiled in the 
way, and walk in the law of the Lord.^^ (Ps. cxix.) 

Glory be to the Father, &c. 

Alleluia. ^' Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.^^ 

" Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the 
crown of life,'' are the words of the King of Saints. 

Hymns. 

The Incarnate Lord the Crown of His Saints. 

** Oo His Head were many Crowns." Comp. Zech. vi. 11. 

" All hail ! the great Immanuel's Name ; 
Ye angels, prostrate fall, 
Bring forth the Royal Diadem, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

'* Ye saints, redeem'd of Adam's race, 
Ye ransom'd from the fall, 
Hail Him Who saves you hy His grace, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

'* Ye realms of every tongue and name. 
Nations and kindred all, 
Your mighty Saviour's praise proclaim. 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

1 Note how heautifully this Psahn that sings thronghoat the praise 
of the written Word is the daily Psalm for Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day, and S. Stephen's Day ; Tery fitly thus we sing the praise of the ^ 
Incarnate Personal Word. 1 
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<' Oh that with yonder sacred throng 
We at His Feet may fall. 
Join in the everlasting song, 
And crown Him Lord of all. 

'' Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray. 
And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art, 
And Holy Spirit One. Amen." 



The Martyr*8 Crown and King, 

*' Jbsu ! Lord, Thy praise we sing. 
Thou the martyr's Crown and King, 
Who dost raise ahove the skies, 
All who earth and sin despise ! 
Hear us now, and as we tell 
How Thy martyr Stephen fell. 
Grant the prayer Thy servants pray« 
Wash our stain of guilt away ! 



(C 
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'Twas Thy Spirit from ahove 
Filled his heart with burning love, 
First to own his Lord in death. 
First to gain the crown of faith. 
Gazing upward to the skies, 
With his parting breath he cries, 
Jesu ! Lord, my soul receive ! 
Jesu ! Lord, my foes forgive ! 

Lord I for him Thy Name we ble88« 

Grant to us like holiness ; 

May we ever live to Thee, 

And in death have victory ! 

Then, through ages all along. 

This shall be our endless song. 

Praise the Father and the Son, 

And the Spirit, Three in One. Amen.'' 

Daily Service Hymn Book, 



" Amenl Lord Jesus, grant our prayer, 
Great Captain 1 now Thine arm lay bare» 
Fight for us once again ; 
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So shall Thy saints and martyrs raise 
A mighty chorus to Thy praise, 
World without end. Amen." 

From Ghistavus Adolphus* Battle Song, 

Lyra GermatUca, 

See also Ancient and Modem, 2QS, 50. 

" The Son of God goes forth to war," &c. 
'' First of martyrs, thou whose hands," &c. 

Book of Common Praise, 51. 

And this as 

Memorial of the Nativity, 

** See I in a lowly manger laid 
The Lord who life and light hath made, 
Who with His Father reared the skies. 
In Mother's swaddling clothes He lies ! 

" He who gave out the law for men, 
Whose are the awful precepts ten. 
Our human nature deigns to share 
And fetters of the law to wear ! 

" Glory to Thee, O Lord, be paid, 
Born of the Blessed Virgin Maid, 
Father and Spirit, One in Three, 
All praise, and love, and glory be." 

Daily Service Hymn Book, 

Song of the Angels. 

*' Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise ; 
In all His words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all His ways. 

" To us His elder race He gave 
To battle and to win, 
Without the chastisement of pain, 
Without the soil of sin. 

" The younger Son He willed to be 
A marvel in his birth, 

O 
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Spirit and flesh bis parents were. 
His home was heaven and earth. 

" The Eternal blessed His Child and owned 
And sent him hence afar, 
To serve as champion in the field 
Of elemental war. 

*' To be His Viceroy in the world 
Of matter and of sense, 
Upon the frontier towards the foe 
A resolute Defence/' 

First Choir of Angelicals, 
Dream of Gerontius," 



tf 



" Praise Him all His hosts : praise Him, all ye angels 
of His. Ye that excel in strength/' &c. 

Prayers, ^c, 

V, Stephen, full of faith and power, 

JR. Did great wonders among the people. 

V, There arose up some of the synagogue, 

R, But were not able to resist him. 

V, Then they stoned Stephen, 

R, But he looking up to heaven saw the Son of Man. 

V. And he said, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit ; 

R. Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 

V, And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, 

R. And made great lamentation over him. 

Acts'vii. See School Prayers, Monro, 

Collects for the Day ; All Saints ; Conversion of S. 
Paul ; Christmas Day ; S. John Evangelist ; and these 
Prayers : 

'^ Blessed Jesus, Who didst give such strength to 
Thy servant Stephen, that he gave up his youth and 
life for Thy sake ; enable us to devote our youth and 
all our years to Thee, to quell our passions, and to sa- 
crifice our strength to Thy service ; and satisfy us by 
seeing Thee smiling on us from heaven. Amen. 

''Blessed Lord, Who at this time didst take our 
naturBj that Thou mightest fulfil the law for us^ and 
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bear our infirmities and weakness ; grant to us a part of 
Thine Atoning Sacrifice ; and knowing our frame put 
our tears into Thy bottle, and note our penitence in 
Thy book^ for Thy merit^s sake ; Who livest/^ &c. 

JS. Monro. 



" The noble army of martyrs praise Thee." Alleluia. 
" They that seek Me early shall find Me." 



" The Lord and King of all things, 
But yesterday was born, 
And Stephen's glorious offering 
His birth-tide shall adorn. 
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No pearls of orient splendour 

Mo jewels can he show, 
But with his own true heart's blood 

His shining vestments glow. 

Come, ye that love the martyrs. 
And pluck the flowers of song, 

And weave them in a garland 
For this our suppliant throng. 

And cry — O thou who shinest 

In grace's brightest ray, 
Christ's valiant proto-martyr, 

For peace and favour pray ! 

Thou first of all confessors. 

Of all the deacons crown. 
Of every following athlete 

The glory and renown ; 

** Make supplication standing 

Before Christ's royal throne. 
That He would give the kingdom 
And for our sins atone !" 

Greek Hymns, Dr, Neale^s trans. 

The First Martyr. 

*' Saint of God, elect and precious. 
First of martyrs, Stephen, bright 
With thy love of ample measure 
Shining round thee as a V\^\ 
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Who to God commeDdeclst dying 
Them that did thee all despite ! 

*' Glitters now thy crown above thee. 
Figured in thy sacred name : 
Oh» that we who truly love thee 

May have portion in the same. 
In the dreadful day of judgment 
Fearing neither sin nor shame. 



«« 



Laud to God, and might and honour, 

Who with flowers of rosy dye 
Crowned thy forehead, and hath placed thee 

In the starry throng on high. 
He direct us, He protect us, 

From death's sting eternally.** 

The Daily Service Hymnal, 51. 



*' Indefieiens mundi Vita." 

The Martyr's King. 

' Life of the world unfailing. 

Sun of our troubled sky. 
Who heard'st in heaven our wailing 

And would'st its anguish try ; 
*Twas of Thy matchless demency 

Thou cam'st Incarnate down. 
From this world's god our race to free 

And wear unknown the crown. 

" The sheep of God were roving 

Far off in error's track. 
When Thou, O loving Shepherd, 

Camest to bring them back ; 
'Twas of Thy free constraining grace 

All Thou couldst give was given, 
Jbsu ! that we might share a place 

With Thee in light, in heaven. 

" All blest, O God, our Brother, 
Was Thy first coming day ; 
But there shall be another ; 
Therefore Thy servants pray. 
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When throned in light to judge aright 

Thou sittest, O may we 
Where'er Thy path, in raiment white. 
For ever follow Thee. Amen." 

Sarum Hymn, trans, by A- M. Morgan, 
in " Gifts and Light." 

The Martyr follows his King. 5. Stephen's Prayer, 

" Jbsu, hail! Who as Thou bleedest 
For Thy cruel murderers pleadest, 

Father, spare ; their sins forgive; 
Give us hearts like Thine forgiving, 
Tenderest words like Thee conceiving; 

Let no thought of vengeance live. 

'* Jbsu, hail ! in death who savest, 
, Who the contrite robber gavest 
Earnest of Thy blessed Face, 
Grant our tears such pleading power 
Now and at our dying hour 
As may win Thy pardoning grace. 

" Jbsu I Fount of endless Joy, 
Who that mild forgiving eye 

On the contrite thief dost cast, 
Give me, Lord, a broken heart, 
So in Paradise a part 

I with Thee may have at last." 

" Jb8U8, hail ! Thy words who closest, 
And Thy soul outpoured reposest, 

Meekly on Thy Father's breast. 
By Thy Death's all-cleansing power 
O'er our lives Thy graces shower. 
Let our end in Thee be blest !" 

Paradise of the Christian Soul, 

** Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." — Acta vii. 69. 

*' Foremost and nearest to His Throne 
By perfect robes of triumph known. 
And likest Him in look and tone. 

The Holy Stephen kneels. 
With steadfast gaze, as when the sky 
Flew open to his fainting eye 
Which, hke a fading lamp flashed high. 
Seeing what death conceala. 
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** Well might you gaess what Tision bright 
Was present to his raptured sight, 
Even as reflected streams of light 

Their solar source betray — 
The glory which our God surrounds 
The Son of Man, th' atoning wounds — 
He sees them all, and earth's dull bounds 
Are melting fast away. 

** He sees them all — no other view 
Could stamp his Saviour's likeness true, 
Or with His love so deep embue 

Man's sullen heart and gross — 
* Jbsu ! do Thou my soul receive, 
Jesu ! do Thou my foes forgive :' 
He who would learn that prayer must live 

Under the holy cross. 

" He though he seem on earth to move 
Must glide in air like gentle dove. 
From yon unclouded depths above 

Must draw a purer breath. 
Till men behold his angel face 
All radiant with celestial grace ,^ 
Martyr all o'er, and meet to trace 
The lines of Jbsu's death/' 

The Christian Year. 
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Feast of S. John the Divine, Apostle and 

Evangelist. 

"The Disciple whom Jesus loved." 

To-day the '' beloved disciple/^ the friend of the 
Holy Child Jesus/^ is chosen to set forth to us the 
nature of the Incarnate Lord ; and the Apostle who 
afterwards lay on the Breast of his Divine Lord at the 
first Eucharistic Feast, (where he learned things which 
had been hidden from the beginning from man,) is to 

^ The servant shares the glory of his Lord, and shines with the 
reflected light of the Sua of Righteousness. Comp. S. Matth. xvii. 
2. &c. ; S. Lake iz. 29 ; S. Mark ix. 2. 
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teach us the truth concerning the eternal and divine 
nature of the Incarnate Son of God, 

Very highly has this holy Apostle been honoured in 
the Church of Christ, as it was meet he should be, 
who not only was a near relation of the Lord^ (being 
the son of Salome, sister of the Blessed Virgin,) but 
with S. Andrew was one of the two first called to fol- 
low Christ, (S. John i. 40 — 42,) sharing with him 
the honour of the name " H^cotoxXijtoj,^'^ or first called. 
Not only so, but he was the especial chosen friend of 
his Divine Lord, and by the grace of a special illumi- 
nation learnt from His lips things revealed to no other, 
which make his Gospel so full of the sublime revelations 
of the divine nature of Him Who ^'tabernacled^' amongst 
us ; beginning with eternity, and not with time, — with 
the eternal generation of the Eternal Word, not with His 
human birth as Man. (S. John i. 1.) ''In the begin- 
ning,'' — it is the eagle gazing undazzled on the full 
brightness of the noonday sun, which no other eye 
can bear. 

Let us sit in meekness then to-day at the feet of the 
beloved Apostle, whom the Church has delighted to 
call the Apostle of Love and Light, and let us hear 
what her " Sso\6yos/^^ or Divine Teacher has to teach 
us of the wondrous Mystery of the Incarnation, of the 
''Tabernacling amongst us of the Divine Aoyog, or 
Word made Flesh '/' for it is not the history of the 
Saint that we would linger over to-day, so much as his 
divine unfolding of the Nature of the Lord he so 
loved. 

On Christmas Day, from the lips of this same 
Apostle, we learnt how " the Holy Child Jesus was the 
Word Incarnate f* to-day in the Epistle he shows us how 
the Divine Word is the Life and the Light and the Love 
of God manifested in the world, (1 S. John i. 1 ;) " that 
Eternal Life which was with the Father." He sets 

* Proto-cletos. * nCVieoV^^xiA. 
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before us our fellowship in and with this Divine Life^ 
this Everlasting Light which has to-day begun to shine 
in the darkness^ in obedience to the Voice of the Fa- 
ther^ Who once more speaks as of old^ " Let there be 
lights and there is light ;'^ (eomp. Gen. i. 1 ;) and Who 
hereafter will declare Himself to be "that Light, '^ Whose 
voice is soon to fall in such winning accent^ on the 
hearts of men^ " I am the Light of the world ; he that 
followeth Me shall not walk in darkness^ but shall have 
the Light of Life/^i (S. John viii. 12.) 

The words of the Epistle sound like the echo of 
those of the Gospel of Christmas Day : " In the begin- 
ning was the Word/' &c. (S. John i. 1.) To-day the 
same voice declares^ " That which was from the begin- 
ning/' &€. It has been beautifully said that whilst 
the other Evangelists walked on the earthy S. John as 
an eagle flies to heaven. The early Fathers said^ that 
whilst the others only spoke, S. John the " Boanerges/' 
(sons of thunder^) thundered from heaven the faith of 
God. 

Let us meditate to-day on this teachings and see how 
this divine thunderer sets before us the Holy Child^ — 

1. In his Gospel^ ''as the Word from the beginnings 
which is the Life and the Light." 

2. In his Epistles, " as the Word of Life.'' 

3. In the Revelation, " the Word of God." 
Consider then how^ (to follow the teaching of a 

learned modern writer,) S. John shows us the Holy 
Child as the " Goo-Man." He tells us,— 

1. "God is Life/' ($co^,) is ''Living," has life in 
Himself. Comp. S. John vi. 57, 27. 

2. "God is Love," (aya^nj.) 1 S. John iv. 8; 
S. John iii. 35. 

3. " God is Light/' (<f«j,) i.e.. Perfect Truth. He 

% was at the verj time when He was keeping that Feast 
was so especial a type of Himself, i.e., the Feast of Taber- 
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not merely dwells in the light, but He is Himself the 
Light, "in Him is no darkness at all/' (Epistle, 
1 S. John i. 5, 7.) The " Logos," or Word, is " the 
true Light,'' (S. John i. 7,) the Baptist preached 
the Light, but was not the Light himself, " he was not 
that Light,"! (S. John i. 9.) Christ Himself says 
He is the Light of the world," (S. John viii. 12,) 
the Way, the Truth, the Life." (S. John xiv. 6.) 
S. John reminds us of this, "the true Light now 
shineth." (1 S. John ii. 8.) The Logos, or Word, is 
Love. He loves the Father. The Father's love 
sends Him into the world. He obeys out of love. 
(1 S. John iii. 16.) This love draws Him to come and 
dwell with the souls of the faithful. (S. John xiv. 23.) 
''The Word is Life." He is the Life, (S. John xi. 
25,) the eternal Life. (1 S. John v. 20.) He has 
life in Himself, even as the Father hath. (S. John 
V. 21.) "He gives life." (S. John i. 4.) "He is 
the Word of Life." (1 S. John i. 1.) The Word re- 
veals to us the Divine Nature and Essence. His holy 
Incarnation makes that Life, that Love, that Light, 
(which dwells eternally, from the beginning, in the be- 
ginning with God) " obvious and visible to souls that 
contemplate Him, and thus learn to honour the Father 
in the titles of the Life, the Light, the Love which 
meeting in God, meet also in Jesus ;" as a living writer 
beautifully says, "The Life, the Love, the Light, are 
the glory of the Word Incarnate which His disciples 
beheld pouring its rays through the veil of His human 
tabernacle. (S. John i. 14.) The Light, the Love, the 
Life constitute the fulness whereof His disciples re- 

1 Here observe that when our Lord calls the Baptist "a shimng 
light i** He uses quite a different word from that which the Forerunner 
appUed to Christ. Our Lord calls the Baptist a **lamp" or 
«• torch," something which has to be lighted, and which burns only 
for a time. The Baptist describes Christ as a Light, whose power 
of illumination is its own, which is itself the source of lights axk!l\^'^»Sak 
no lighting from any other source. 
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ceive. (S. John i. 16.) Herein is comprised that entire 
body of grace and truth (ver. 14) by which the Word 
Incarnate gives to men the right to become sons of 
God.'' (S. John i. 12.) 

S. John's Gospel is a narrative of the manifestation 
of the Eternal Life. It is the Life of the Eternal 
Word tabernacling with men. (S. John i. 14.) 

''Each discourse^ each miracle^ nay^ each separate 
word and act" throughout this Divine Gospel, is a 
fresh ray " of glory streaming forth from the Person of 
the Word through the veil of His assumed humanity. 
His miracles are called His works. (S. John v. 36; 
vii. 21; X. 25, 32, 38; xiv. 11, 12; xv. 24. Comp. 
S. Matth. xi. 2; Heb. iii. 9.) The Incarnation is the 
one great wonder, other miracles follow as a matter of 
course. The wonder would have been had the Son of 
God worked no miracle I" (See Rev. H. P. Liddon, 
Bampton Lectures, 1867.) 

In the Apocalypse the Holy Child Jesus is the First 
and the Last. 

1. The Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and End. 
Rev. i. 8; ii. 8; xxi. 6; xxii. 13. 

2. " He has a Name no one knows but He Himself." 
Rev. xix. 12. 

3. '' It is written on the foreheads of the faithful." 
Rev. iii. 12. 

4. " He is the Word of God." Rev. xix. 11, &c. 

5. His graceis the blessingof Christians. Rev. xxii. 21. 
^' He is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords." Rev. 

xix. 16 ; 1 Tim. vi. 15. 

" The same Lord of Heaven is the Crucified One." 
Rev. xix. 13, 14. 

Even S. John who had leant on His '^ breast at sup- 
per," cannot bear the sight of His ascended glory. 
Rev. i. 17, 

^ally, he reveals Him to us as — 

le Lamb as it had been slain." Rev. v. 6. 
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The centre of all the adoration of Heaven, Rev, v. 8, 
of archangels and angels, &c. 

He is the one object, '^ as the slain Lamb/' of all 
that solemn ministering and awful worship. He is 
one with "the Father/' Very God of very God, Light 
of Light, the One Almighty, Uncreated, Supreme God, 
the Lord Jehovah. Rev. v. 13. 

As such is He worshipped by the Church on earth, 
(see Eucharistic Office,) " Lamb of God/' &c., and 
is the object of her unceasing adoration. 

The other Gospels set Christ before us in His holy 
human life as the Shepherd, the " Man of Sorrows /' 
the Lord of all ; the Perfect Man ; the Healer ; the 
Leader. It was left to the beloved disciple, the Friend 
of Jesus, who leant on His breast at supper, to unfold 
to us His divine life from within — to pierce through 
all veils, and reveal Him as very God of very God — to 
teach us at once not of His human birth, but of His 
eternal generation, — to set before us the life of our 
Lord, not in any of its human aspects, but at once as 
the visible manifestation of God, the Father, the Di- 
vine Word " tabernacling with men." 

Very meet then is it that the same Apostle who on 
Christmas Day revealed to us the Holy Child as the 
Divine Word, should again stand close to the Manger- 
bed to remind us of the eternal attributes of the Only- 
begotten Son of the Father now veiled in flesh. 

As yesterday, Abraham, the Friend of God, was 
brought before us as a type and example, so to-day does 
the friend of the Incarnate God, "the beloved disciple/' 
speak to us from his exile at Patmos, with the full 
knowledge of the Divine nature of His beloved Master, 
which had been drawn from close and holy communing 
with Him while on earth, and wondrous vision of Him 
in the heavenly Jerusalem, which is the mother of us 
all. Surely it is fitting that He who tells us of the 
wondrous things of the heavenly Zioa ^lioxxViLV^^^xsL'cycL*^ 
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the first witnesses to the accomplishmeDt of the won- 
drous words so long ago spoken by Isaiah^ and now in 
the Holy Child fulfilled, '' There shall be a tabernacle 
for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a 
place of refuge, and for a covert from the storm and 
rain/' (Isaiah iv. 2 — 6 ;) when Christ's kingdom shall 
be a sanctuary to His faithful ones, and Himself, the 
Rock of their strength and their refuge, (Isaiah xxv. 4, 
xxvi. 4, xxviii. 5, 6;) '^the crown of glory and the 
diadem of beauty to the residue of His people/' (Comp. 
'' A man shall be as an hiding-place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempest,'' ^^ As rivers of water 
in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land," Isa. zxxii. 2.) 

The thought of this ^^ shadow of a great rock in the 
weary land," leads us at once to the closing words of 
the Epistle, where ^^ the Lamb of God" is shown to us 
by the beloved Apostle as the Rock in which we may 
hide, as Him Whose ^^ Blood cleanses us from all sin," 
— ^that precious Blood in which if we wash our gar- 
ments we may make them white in the blood of the 
Lamb, (Rev. vii. 14 — 17,) and having through confes- 
sion and repentance r^clothed ourselves in " His righ- 
teousness" may have a right to eat of the Tree of Life, 
which in the paradise of God is set for the healing of 
all nations. (Rev. xix. 8 ; xxii. 2, 14 ; xxi. 27 ; ii* 5 ; 
Dan. xii. 12 ; IS. John iii. 24.) 

It is fitting also, that the Apostle of love who tells us 
of this " Fountain opened" in the New Jerusalem " for 
the cleansing of sins" (Epistle) should also be the only 
Evangelist who tells of the power that the Son of 
Man hath on earth to forgive sins by recording in 
his Gospel, '^the Gospel of the Resurrection," the 
commission and authority given by Christ to His 
Apostles on the day of His Resurrection, to raise others 
£|^uthe death of sin by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
■^^■kwondrous events of that day when He Who had 
^^^^^^ Himself from the dead said "Peace be unto 
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you/* '^ Receive ye the Holy Ghost/' *' Whose sins ye 
remit/' &c. (S. John xx. 21, 22 ; comp. 1 S. Pet. i. 19 ; 
Rev. i. 5 ; Zech. xiii. 1 ; Heb. ix. 14 ;) we seem to hear 
the answer to the prophetic word oif centuries before^ 
'' Rejoice not against me, my enemy : when I fall, I shall 
arise ; when I sit in darkness the Lord shall be a light 
unto me," (Micah vii. 8, 9, Prov. xxiv. 16, 17 ; Isaiah 
i. 16, 18.) 

In the Gospel, we have the touching account of S. 
Peter's loving anxiety about the fate of the beloved 
Apostle, — the Lord having just told Peter of his own 
end. The Lord assures him that His will for those 
He loves must be best, and that he may well trust him 
to His love and care, Who had so loved him here, — ^he 
was not yet to go home, but was to live longer than all 
the others, to tarry till his Lord came to him in the 
wondrous visions of the heavenly Jerusalem, adding yet 
this to the crown of His beloved Apostle — that to Him 
it should be given to close the Book of Revelation 
(which hitherto to the Christian had spoken only of 
persecution, and suffering, and death,) with the glorious 
vision of "the New Jerusalem," "the Holy City," 
" the Tabernacle of God/' (Rev. xxi., xxii.,) " the Pa- 
radise Restored/' " the Tree of Life/' and " the pure 
River proceeding out of the Throne of God and the 
Lamb," which henceforth were to be the strength and 
hope of the Church in all ages, and the reward of every 
faithful and conquering saint and servant of the Incar- 
nate God, " the Holy Child Jesus." 

The Gospel ends with the Apostle's own assurance 
of the truth of his testimony, and that he himself had 
been witness of more wonderful acts of his Lord than 
could be recorded, (comp. S. John xix.,) for if they 
were, " the world itself could not contain the books that 
should be written."^ 

I Compare with our Gospel that of the Eastern Churchy &. ^^iStsc^ 
six. 25 — 35, where we have the Lord's la&t "WcdA wjl >iaft ^x««i 
to His Beloved, when He bequeathed to "VAm VSoft y^^cv-w^ \xsmX 
the cure of the BJessed Virgin MotheT. 
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The Collect blends with wonderful beauty all the 
thoughts of to-day^s teaching into one short prayer^ in 
which, standing at the altar, the priest of Goo is to 
gather up the petitions of His people. It supplies 
us with a reason at once for this Festival being so 
closely connected with Christmas, as we pray Him, 
the *' Light of Light,^^ Who has enlightened us by the 
teaching of this blessed Apostle of light, to cast more 
and more His bright beams of love upon us, reminding 
us how this holy Apostle but showed the Light re- 
flected from the Sun of Righteousness, and that by 
him^ we are to be led to seek more and more the glory 
of Him Who is the True Light, Who hath arisen on 
us as at this time with healing in His wings. 

This Collect is from the Salisbury Use. 

Compare these references : 1 S.John i. 5 ; S. Johnviii. 
12 ; Rev. i. 1 ; xiv. 6 ; 1 S. John i. 3 — 6 ; S. John xii. 
35; 2Cor. iii. 18; Ephes. v. 8, 9; i. 18 ; Rev. xxii. 5; 
xxi. 23, 25 ; Ps. xxxvi. 9; Ixxxiv. 11 ; Zech. xiv. 6, 8. 

The first and second Old Testament Lessons for to- 
day (Eccles. v., vi.) set before us the vanity of this 
world, its riches and glory. And while we read in them 
the lament of the wise king of old, over everything 
earthly, ^' as vanity of vanities, all is vanity,^' they con- 
trast beautifully with the first and second lessons from 
the New Testament, where S.John sets before us (Rev. i.) 
the " glorious power and majesty^^ of the Son of Man, 
the Eternal King^ in His second coming to judge, and 
how " all the kindreds of the eartV^ shall wail because 
of Him, — and finally, in the second Evening Lesson 
the everlasting riches and reward that this great King 
hath in store at His coming for the children of His 
Father. So is the marvellously beautiful teaching of 

^ As S. John Baptist, the last prophet of the old dispensation, was 
the Forerunner of Christ, so it may he said that S. John the Evan- 
gelist, the Prophet of the New Dispensation, is the herald of the se« 
iTond AdrcDt, Annotated Prayer Book. 
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the Church to-day closed by the vision of the " River 
of the Water of Life/' '' the Tree of Life," and '' the 
Light of the City/' Thus does the Church surround 
the Cradle of the Holy Child Jesus with a halo of light 
and glory, as the first greeting to Him Who on Christ- 
mas Day began to cast His bright beams upon her, 
(Collect,) while we still hear the echo of her Advent 
warnings, in the solemn words, '' Behold He cometh 
with clouds,'^ (Rev. i. 7,) and in the last voice that 
speaks to us from God's Word on this blessed Festival 
(Rev, xxii. 20,) ^^ Surely I come quickly," and the be- 
loved Apostle's prayer, " Even so come, Lord Jesus !" 

I. Consider the Holy City, the home of the saints. 

IL As seen by Isaiah, the Evangelical Prophet. 
^^ I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted 
up, and His train filled the temple," &c. Isaiah vi., 
comp. Ezek. i. 10. 

IIL As seen by S. John. '^Behold a throne set in 
heaven, and one sat on the throne," &c. Rev. vi. ; 
comp. the thrice *' holy" in each ; Ezek. x. 1 — 22. 

IV. Think of the beauty of this Holy City. " Hav- 
ing the glory of 6oD, and her light clearer than crystal ; 
her walls of jasper ; her streets pure gold ; like clear 
glass; her foundations garnished with all manner of 
precious stones." Rev. xxi. ; Isaiah vi., liv. 11, 17; 
Tobit xiii. 14. '^ Her gates are pearls ; he measures the 
city with a golden reed (the cross.)" Rev. xi. 1, 2 ; Ezek. 
xl. 3, &c. ; Zech. ii. 1 ; Rev. xxi. 15. " The twelve gates 
are the twelve Apostles." Comp. Ezek. xlviii. 2, 3 1 --^5. 

" Thank Him Who has led you to enter in by this 
Apostolic way."^ 

V. Who are welcomed to this holy Home ? Those 
on the right hand. S. Matth. xxv. 4, 22, 23, 31— 
36; Rev. xxii. 14, xxi. 7; Dan. xii. 12; 1 S. John 
iii. 24; Isaiah xxxv. 4; S. John x. 11. 

VI. Who are shut out from it ? Those on the left hand« 

^ Hours of Sacri&ce^ "sVu 
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S. Matth. XXV. 8, 10, 11, 12, 41, 46, xxiv. 48—51 ; 
Rev. xxi. 8, xxii. 15 ; 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10; Gal. v. 19—21 ; 
Col. iii. 6 ; Epbes. v. 5 ; 1 Tim. i. 9; Heb. xii. 14, 

VII. The hope of this everlasting reward, and how the 
saints are fed by the expectation of things eternal. 
Exod. ix. 32 ; Job xiv. 14; xix. 25 ; Prov. x. 28, xiii. 21, 
XX. 21 ; Isa. xxx. 18, xxxiii. 2, Ixiv. 4; Jer. xxxi. 17; 
Hab. ii. 3 ; Titus ii. 13 ; 2 S. Pet. iii. 9. 

VIII. The reward of the saints, or the everlasting vest- 
ment of the body and soul. Gen. vi. 14 ; Ps. Ixxxvii. 2, 
Ixxxix. 33 ; Hagg. ii. 9 ; Rev. xii. 1 ; xxi. 23. 

IX. Of everlasting beatitude, and the ineffableness of 
eternal joy. Ps. xlii. 4, xxxi. 21, Ixxiii. 24, Ixxxiv. 1, 
c. 2, 3, cxxii. 1, exxvi. 6 ; Isa. viii. 18, xxiv. 16 ; Rev. 
ii. 7, 17, xxi. 4, 18, 23. 

Lastly, That we are to follow their good examples, — 
the lives of the saints are our incitements to well-doing. 
Gen. xviii. 6 ; Exod. xii. 11, xiii. 19, xxv. 31 — 38; Deut. 
xxxii. 7; Job xvi. 19; Ps. cv. 13; S. Matth. v, 16; 
Phil. iv. 6 ; Heb. xi., xii.* 

Types. 

The symbol of the eagle has always been appropriated 
to S. John by the Churchy because he so especially 
soars above earth to heaven, to gaze on the Eternal 
Light. " The former Gospels speak of labour^ the last 
of rest eternal ; the former lead the way^ the last show 
the home :" all equally speaking of the Incarnate Son 
from His fourfold chariot, upon which He goes .forth 
conquering and to conquer ; but the three first — the 
lion, the calf, and the man — walk on earth, and declare 
chiefly the things which Christ said and did while on 
earth; S. John, like the eagle, flies above earthy and 
soaring into heaven, sees the wonders of the beatific 
vision, and hears the blessing promised and rewards 
in store for the ^^pure in heart^' and those ^'who 

^ See Concordaaces of S. Anthony of Padaai Dr. Neale. 
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walk in the Light/' He sees the wondrous vision of 
God on His Throne of Glory, shown to the prophet 
ages before, (Isa. vi.) He beholds and worships the 
Incarnate Son Himself, ''the Alpha and Omega/' 
" Who was dead and is alive again," (Rev. i. 18 j) hears 
the four living creatures crying, **Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of Hosts," comp. Isa. vi., and returns to 
earth to reveal Him to the Church throughout all 
ages, as the Life of life, the Eternal and Divine Light. 
The eagle is also appropriated in Holy Scripture as 
m type of God and of Christ, "His Holy Child 
Jesus." Let us consider Him thus to-day. 

I. God the Father speaks of Himself under this 
title, and uses this emblem as a token of His care for 
His chosen people, ^' As an eagle," &c., Deut. xxxii. 
11, 12. (2.) The Ancient Church, escaping from 
Pharaoh, is described as borne by God on eagles' 
wings, Exodus xix. 4; Deut. xxxii. (3.) In the 
parable of the two great eagles, Ezek. xvii., God 
applies it to Himself, ver. 22. 

II. It is applied to our Lord. 

Rev. xii. 14, "an eagle;" " the eagle" in the Greek. 

This one Royal Bird, this king of birds, probably 
signifies Christ Himself, being called in this passage 
" the Great Eagle." 

His royalty in His human nature trampling over 
death, and ascending into the heavens, especially marked 
by this emblem of the eagle, which always flies upward 
in the heavens towards the zenith. 

We shall be safe under the feathers of "the great 
eagle," Fs. xci. 4. See how often He invites His people 
thus to shelter themselves. Deut. xxxii. 11 ; i. 81 ; 
Ex. xix. 4 ; Isa. xxxi. 5 ; xlvi. 4 ; Ixiii. 9 ; Hosea xi. 3 ; 
S. Matth. xxiii. 37 ; S. Luke xiii. 34 ; Fs. xvii. 8. 

He shall tread down the dragon. Rev. xii. 4; Fs.xci. 13. 

The woman (the Church of Christ) is borne up by 
the two wings of the Great Eagle. Rev. xiu l^^Y^. 

II. H 
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The Ancient Church escaping; &c.^ (see above^) borne 
by God on eagles^ wings. Exod. xix. ; Deut. xxxii. ; 
comp. Ezek. xvii. 3^ 8^ 22 ; Isa. xi. 1 ; Jer. xxiii. 5 ; 
Zech. iii. 8 ; Fs. ii. 6. 

The Eagle is the king of birds ; Christ our King^ 
" the King of kings/' is likened to a great eagle. 

The eagle is the serpent's deadliest enemy.^ Comp. 
Gen. iii. 15, &c., '' I will put enmity between thy seed 
and her seed.'' Rev. xiii. 17. ''He shall bruise thy 
head ; thou shalt bruise His heel." 

When the serpent hears the eagle over head, he hurries 
away to his den. 

** Resist the devil, and he will flee." 

" He shall go upon the lion and adder, the young lion 
and the dragon shall He tread under His feet/' Ps. xci. 

Our constant prayer is, '' beat down Satan under our 
feet."2 

■ _ 

Our Divine Master, " the Great Eagle," wages war 
with the " Old Serpent," the great red dragon. 

The eagle carries her young on her wings. Deut. 
xxxii. 11. 

So our Great Eagle soars above earth, and carries 
His children with Him ; they, like young eagles, flock to 
Him. S. Matth. xxiv. 28; S. Luke xvii. 37. 

The eagle casts its old feathers and renews its youth ; 
so does our Eagle renew ours. Fs. ciii. ; Isa. xl. 31. 

S. John's Gospel is the Gospel of the Resurrection ; 
'' I am the Resurrection and the Life/' is the burden 
of this Gospel. Christ is here the Divine Eagle cast- 

1 We are told by nataralists, '* Between the eagle and the serpent 
there is the deadliest enmity, the eagle ever seeking to kill the serpent 
by wounding it on the head, which the serpent ever seeks to protect: 
the serpent ever breaking the eagle's eggs." 

' The old Macedonian kings bore on their coins the figure of an 
eagle seizing and treading upon the dragon— fit emblem for the Chris- 
tian's seal. Comp. our own coins with S. George, the Patron Saint 
of England, treading on the dragon ; our Liturgy, said to be derived 
from S. John himself, whose emblem is the eagle, where we pray, 
*' Beat down Satan under oar feet.*' 



S. JOHN THE EYANOELIST^S DAT. 99 

ing off the plumage of old age, and bearing us on eagles' 
wings to heaven; therefore the symbol of the eagle is 
rightly applied to this evangelist, who was ever nearest 
to his Divine Lord, and lying in His bosom, and 
sheltering under His wings^ drank in from His Divine 
lips most of the Divine Life and Love. 

in. What are the two wings of the Great Eagle ? 

The two wings are the wings of Christ. ''Those 
wings/' says an ancient bishop, '' which He stretched 
out on the Cross, and called all to come and shelter 
under^ as a hen gathers her chickens under her wings/' 
S. Matth. xxiii. 37 ; S. Luke xiii. 34. 

" The Sun of Righteousness shall arise with healing 
in His wings/' Mai. iv. 2; Rev. ii. 28; Ephes. v. 14; 
2 S. Pet. i. 19. 

The two wings (which shall rise with healing) - are 
emblems of the Two Testaments, the wings of Christ^ 
the Incarnate Word. The Church is carried on these 
two wings of Holy Scripture through all the world. 
S. Augustine says, " The wings of the Great Eagle are 
the two sacred Testaments^ the flapping of whose wings 
is heard everywhere as they waft Christ's Church 
into all lands, whilst Christ, the Great Eagle, rides on 
them as on the chariot of winged cherubim/' Rev. iv. 6; 
Ezek. i.^ 

Prophecies, 

The Prophets continually spoke of the Messiah as 
the light of Israel. 

David. " The Lord is my light/' &c., Ps. xxvii. 1 ; 
Izxxiv. 12; xcvii. 4. 

Isaiah. '* House of Israel, come ye^ let us walk in 
the light of the Lord." Chap. ii. 5; comp. Ephes. 
V. 8. 

1 The great trath which this symbol shadows forth is beaatifnlly 
taught by the Church in her ancient cnstom of placing the two Testa- 
ments npon the two wings of an eagle, to be read from it to iia« 
Wordsworth's Greek Test., Preface. 
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As ^' the shining of a flaming Gie" Chap. iv. 5^ 6 ; 
Zech. ii. 5. 

' '^ The people^ &c.^ have seen a great light/' Chap. 
ix.2. 

'* The light of Israel shall be a fire.'' Chap. x. 17. 

'^ Then the moon shall be confounded^ and the sun 
ashamed when the Lord of Hosts shall reign in Mount 
Zion/' &c. Chap. xxiv. 23; xxx. 26; Ix. 19, 20. 

*' Arise^ shine, for thy light is come." Chap. Ix. 1. 

*'The Gentiles shall come to Thy light." Chap, 
xlix. 6 ; Ix. 3 ; comp. Bey. xxi. 24. 

'^ Thy sun shall no more go down : the Lobd shall 
be thine everlasting Light." Chap. Ix. 19, 20. &c., &c. 

Daniel. *' The Light dwelleth in Him." Chap. ii. 
22; V. 11, 14; comp. S. James i. 17. 

Micah, ''The Lord shall be a Light unto me." 
Chap. vii. 8. 

'' He will bring me forth to the Light." Chap, 
vii. 9. 

Zechariak. '' The Lord shall go forth as the light- 
ning." Chap. ix. 14; Ps. xviii. 14; Ixxvii. 17; 
cxliv. 6. 

'* At evening time it shall be light." Chap. xiv. 7 ; 
oomp. Isa. xxx. 26; Ix. 19, 20; Rev. xxi. 23. 



Hymns. 

THE APOSTLE OF LIGHT AND LOTE. 



«( 



The night is dark, the winds are high. 

The billows loudly roar. 
And beat upon the lofty cliffs 
Of Patmos' sea-girt shore, 
Wher« dwells a prisoner for the truth of ChrisTi 
Aged, alone, the loved Evangelist. 

*^ Dark clouds of error hover round 
The Church ; and fierce the shock 
Qfpersecution which assails 
The Everlasting Rock— 
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The Apostle waits in calmness 'mid the ruth* 
A living martyr to eternal truth. 

" O Blessed Saviour, Thou didst then 
Thy loved disciple cheer» 
With radiant visions Thou to him 
In glory didst appear^ 
Clothed in majestic power ; and at Thy side 
Pure from all earthly taint the Church Thy bride. 

" Thou on Whose bosom he did lean 

At Thy first Eucharist, 
Didst feed with wisdom from above 

Thy loved Evangelist ; 
Then after waiting long didst give him rest» 
Making him sleep in peace upon Thy Breast ; 

*' O make us loyal to Thyself 

In days of pride and strife^ 
Make us to bear in patient love 

The martyrdom of life, 
So may we. Lord, in heavenly glory see 
A pure and bright apocalypse in Thee ! Amen.'* 

The Holy Year, No. 10. 



** O Thou Who gavest Thy servant grace« 
On Thee the living Rock to rest. 
To look on Thine Incarnate Face, 
And lean on Thy protecting Breast; 

** Grant us, O King of Mercy, still 
To feel Thy presence from above. 
And in Thy word, aud in Thy will 
To hear Thy voice and know Thy love : 

" And when the toils of life are done^ 
And earthly cares shall ended be, 
To find our rest beneath Thy Throne^ 
And look in certain hope for Thee. 

" To Thee. O Jesu, Light of Light, 

Whom as their King the saints adore, 
Thou Strength and Refuge in the fight. 
Be Laud and Glory evermore." 

The Daily Service Book, E« 3oKtC & I>Q!^< 
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Christ the Rest of His Saints. 
** Come unto Me, and I will give you rest. 

" I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

' Come unto Me and rest, 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down. 

Thy head upon My Breast !' 
I came to Jssus as I was, 

Weary, and worn, and sad, 
I found in Him my Resting Place, 

And He has made me glad. 

" I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

' Behold I I freely give 
The Living Water, weary one, 

Stoop down, and drink and live.' 
I came to Jbsus, and I drank 

Of that Life-giving Stream ; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived^ 

And now I live in Him. 

** I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

' I am this dark world's light, 
Look unto Me, thy morn shall rise 

And all thy day be bright/ 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 

In Him my Scar, my Sun, 
And in that Li|j;ht of Life I'll walk 

Till travelling days are done/' 

H. BONAR. 

" The Light of His Church." Collect. 

** Thou Whose Almighty Word 
Chaos and darkness heard. 

And took their flight ; 
Hear us, we humbly pray. 
And where the Gospel day 
Sheds not its glorious ray, 

'Let there be Light!' 

** Thou Who didst come to bring 
On Thy redeeming wing 

Healing and Light ; 
Health to the sick in mind. 
Sight to the inly blind. 
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Oh, DOW to all mankind 
' Let there be Light 1* 

" Spirit of truth and love, 
Life-giving Holy Dove, 

Speed forth Thy flight ! 
Move o*er the waters* face. 
Bearing the Lamp of Grace, 
And in earth's darkest place 
* Let there be Light !' 

" Blessed and Holy Three ! 
Glorious Trinity, 

Grace, Love, and Might 1 
Boundless as ocean's tide 
Rolling in fullest pride 
Through the world far and wide, 

' Let there be Light !' " 

John Marriott. 

Jerusalem below. 

** The Church on earth with answering love 
Echoes the Church's joys above, 
That distant city, oh, how blest! 
Whose feast days know nor break, nor rest. 

One day of these most glorious rays 

Is better than ten thousand days, 

All splendid with celestial light, 

And with God's fullest knowledge bright. 

'* Saint John, whose praise this day we sing. 
Now face to face beholds the King 
In all His beauty, midst the throng 
Who ever raise their joyful song. 

'* All honour, praise, and glory be, 
O Jesu, Virgin -bom, to Thee; 
All glory, as is ever meet. 
To Father and to Paraclete. Amen." 

Translated by Dr. Neale. 

'* The Disciple whom Jbsus loved." Gospel. 

** My Beloved is mine, and I am His." Cant. ii. 16. 

*' Long did I look and knew no earthly rest. 
Far did I roam and found no certain homA^ 
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At last I sought them in His sheltering breast 
Who opes His arms and bids the weary ' Come ;' 
With Him I found a Home, a Rest Divine, 
And since then I am His and He is mine. 

" Tes, He is mine, and noogbt of earthly things. 
Not all the chance of pleasure, wealth, or power. 
The fame of heroes or the pomp of kings 
Could tempt me to forego His love an hour. 
Go, worthless world, I cry, with all that's thine. 
Go, I my Saviour's am, and He is mine. 

" The good I have is from His store supplied. 
The ill is only what He deems the best ; 
He for my Friend, I'm rich with nought beside. 
And poor without Him, though of all possessed ; 
Changes may come, I take, or I resign. 
Content while I am His and He is mine. 

*' Whate'er may change, in Him no change is seen, 
A glorious sun that wanes not nor declines, 
Above the clouds and storm He walks serene, 
And sweetly on. His people's darkness shines ; 
All may depart, I fret not nor repine 
While I my Saviour's am, while He is mine. 

He stays me falling, lifts me up when down, 
Reclaims me wandering, guards from every foe. 
Plants on my worthless brow the victor's crown, 
Which in return before His feet 1 throw, 
Grieved that I cannot better grace His shrine 
Who deigns to own me His as He is mine. 

"While here, alas ! I know but half His love. 
But half discern Him, and but half adore, 
But when I meet Him in the realms above 
I hope to love Him better, praise Him more. 
And feel and tell among the choirs divine 
How fully 1 am His and He is mine." 

Lytb. 

*^ Lord, and what shall this man do ? 
Ask'st thou, Cbristian, for thy friend. 
If his love for Christ be true, 

Christ hath told thee of his end, 
This is he whom God approves 
This is he whom Jssus loves!" &c. &c. 

Christian Year, 8. John Evangelist t (Gospel,) 
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S, John the Divine, 

" Word Supreme, before creation) 

Born of God eternally, 
Who didsi will for our salvation 

To be born on earth and die, 
Well Thy saints have kept their station, 

Watching till Thine hour drew nigh. 

** Now 'tis come, and faith espies Thee, 

Like an eaglet in the morn ; 
One in steadfast worship eyes Thee, 

Thy beloved, Thy latest born ; 
In Thy glory he descries Thee 

Reigning from the tree of scorn. 
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He upon Thy Bosom lying, 
Thy true tokens learnt by heart, 

And Thy dearest pledge in dying. 
Lord, Thou didst to him impart, 

Show'dst him how, all grace supplying. 
Blood and water from Thee start. 



'* He first hoping, first believing. 
Did beside the grave adore ; 

Latest he the warfare leaving, 
Landed on the eternal shore. 

And his witness we receiving 
Own Thee Lord for evermore. 

*' Much he asked in loving wonder. 
On Thy Bosom leaning, Lord, 

In that secret place of thunder. 
Answer kind nidst Thou accord. 

Wisdom for Thy Church to ponder 
Till the day of dread award. 

" Lo ! heaven's doors lift up reveaKng 
How Thy judgments earthward move, 

Scrolls unfolded, trumpets pealing. 
Wine cups from the wrath above, 

Yet o'er all a soft voice stealing, 
' Little children, trust and love.' 
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Thee, the Almighty King Eternal, 
Fathkr of the Eternal Word, 
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Tbee the Father's Word supernal. 

Thee of both the Breath adored, 
Heaven and earth, and realms infernal, 

Own One Glorious God and Lord.'* 

J. KBBLB,/rofii The People's Hymnal. 

S. John, ante Port, Latin,, May 6.^ 

*' Through Rome's infuriate city, • 
From Caesar's juil); ment chair. 
They drag Christ's loved disciple. 
The Saint with silvered hair. 

" In boiling oil they plunge him, 
The flame forgets its might. 
And sends him forth anointed. 
And stronger for the fight. 

"To desert island banished. 
With God the exile dwells. 
And sees the future story 
His mystic writing tells. 

''So may Christ love and teach us. 
To suffer and to die. 
That of His death partaking. 
We then may reign on high. 

** AH praise to God the Fathbr, 
All praise to God the Son, 
All praise to God the Spirit, 
£ternal Three in One." 

See People's Hymnah 250. 

Christ the Sope of the sorrowful. 

''The Light was the Life of men." 

" If we confess our sins," &c. 

" We come to Thee, sweet Saviour, 
With our broken faith again ; 
We know Thou wilt forgive us, 
Nor upbraid us, nor complain. 

^ Beside the gpreat Festival of to-day the Church commemorates 
on May 6 S. John's Martyrdom in wilt, when he was cast by the 
orders of Domitian into a cauldron of boiling oil outside the Latin 
Gate at Rome, and came out unhurt, hence the name of the lesser 
Festival — before the Latin Gate. Domitian, believing the holy Apostle 
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" We come to Thee, sweet SaviouRi 
It is luve that makes us come ; 
We are certain of our welcome, 
Of our Father's welcome home. 

** We come to Thee, sweet Saviour, 
For to whom, Lord, can we go? 
The words of life eternal 
From Thy lips for ever flow. 

" We come to Thee, sweet Saviour, 
We have trieil Thee oft before ; 
But now we come more wholly 
With the heart to love Thee more. 

" We come to Thee, sweet Saviour, 
And Thou wilt not ask us why, . 
We cannot live without Thee, 
And still less without Thee die." 

Frbd. W. Fab BR. See Book of 
Common Praise. 

The Soly Child, the Hope of His Saints. 

** Let me be with Thee, where Thou art. 
My Saviour, my Eternal Rest I 
Then only will this loving heart 
Be fully and for ever blc^st. 

" Let me be with Thee, where Thou art, 
Thy unveiled glory to behold ; 
Then only will this wandering heart 
Cease to be treacherous, faithless, cold. 

" Let me be with Thee, where Thou art, 
Where spotless saints Thy Name adore ; 
Then only will this faithless heart 
Be evil and defiled no more. 

'' Let me be with Thee, where Thou art, 

Where none can die, where none remove. 
There neither death nor life v^ill part 
Me from Thy Presence and Thy Love." 

Charlottb Elliott. Book of 
Common Praise^ 5L 

to have been saved by witchcraft, banished him to the Isle of Patmos, 
where he beheld the wondrous Revelation which God vouchsafed to 
him on the Lord's Day. 



lOd FOOTSTEPS Of THB HOLT CHILD. 

The Seavenly JerusaJenh Sis Some and theirs, 
Rer^ i., Matioft, Second Lesson. 

** I long to see Jerusalem, 
The comfort of as all, 
Praise sits beside her pearly gate, 
Salvation on her wall. 

*' No candle ever needs to shine, 
No sun to give its light, 
For Christ the Sun of Righteousness, 
For ever shineth bright. 

" Her towers are of Ivory, 
Her windows crystal clear. 
Her pavement laid with beaten gold. 
Where angels do appear. 

" They love, they praise, they praise, they love. 
They * Holy, Holy,' cry ; 
They neither toil, nor faint, nor end. 
But laud continually. 
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happy thousand times were I 
K after wretched days, 

1 might with listening ears attend 
Those heavenly songs of praise^ 

*^ Which to the heavenly King are sang 
By spirits blest above ; 
By saved souls and angels blest. 
Who love the God of Love. 



« 



I long to see Jerusalem, 

To breathe its blessed air. 
Walk with its bright inhabitants; 

O God, that I were there.*' 

Akon. Booh of Common Praise, 53. 



*' Glorious things of thee are spoken, 
Ziou, city of our God." 

Book of Common Praise, 152. 



** To thee, O dear, dear country/' 
" Jerusalem the Golden.'* 
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"There is a land of pnre delight." 

Ancient and Modem, 



He is the Eternal Reward of Sis Saints. 

Rev. xxii., EvensoDg, Second Lesson. 

" My soul is longing for Thee, LoRDi 
£nd all my gri^f and plaints. 
Take me to Tby JerusRlenit 
And place me with Thy saints. 

" There, in a glorious company, 
The apostles twelve do stand. 
The prophets' goodly fellowship, 
The martyrs' noble band. 

** There near the throne with skilful hand 
Stands David harping clear ; 
A thousand times that man were blest 
Who might his music hear. 

"There Mary chants * Magnificat' 
In tones surpassing sweet, 
And virgin souls all bear their part. 
Singing about her feet. 

" There Magdalene hath left her moan. 
And hymns her Saviour*8 fame, 
A thousand pardoned sinners join. 
And praise the Blessed Name. 

" Then once again I pray Thee, Lord, 
Stretch out Thy Hand to me. 
That to Thy hill t may attain, 
And rest eternally. 

** With cherubin and seraphin^ 
And holy souls of men. 
To sing Thy praise, O Goo of Hosts, 
For ever and Amen." 

Anon. See Book of Common Praise. 



" Here we see in a glass darkly, then face to face." 

" This world I deem 
But a beautiful dream 
. Of shadows that are not what they seem, 
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Where visions arise. 
Giving dim surmise 
Of the things that shall meet my waking eyes. 

** Arm of the Lord, 

Creative Word, 
Whose glory the silent skies record. 

Where stands Thy Name 

In scrolls of flame, 
On the firmament's high shadowing frame. 

** I gaze oVrhead 

Where Thine Hand hath spread 
For the waters of heaven their crystal bed. 

And stored the dew, 

In its deeps of blue 
Which the fires of the sun come tempered through. 

" Soft they shine 

Through that pure shrine. 
As beneath the veil of Thy Flesh Divine 

Beams forth the light 

That were elsK too bright 
For the feebleness of a sinner's sight. 

" I gaze aloof 

On the tissued roof 
Where time and space are the warp and woof. 

Which the King of kings 

As a curtain flings 
0*er the dreadfulness of eternal things. 

** A tapestried tent 

To shade us meant 
From the bare everlasting firmament ; 

Where the blaze of the skies 

Comes soft to our eyes 
Through a veil of mysti(»l imageriei. 

** But could I see 

As in truth they be 
The dories of heaven that encompass me, 

I should lightly hold 

That tissued fold 
Of that marvellons curtain of blue and gold. 
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" Soon the whole 

Like a parched scroll 
Shall before mine amazed sight uproU, 

And without a screen 

At one burst be seen 
The Presence wherein I have always been. 

** Oh, who shall bear 

The blinding glare 
Of the majesty that shall meet us there ? 

What eye may gaze 

On the unveiled blaze 
Of the light-girdled throne of the Ancient of days ? 

Christ us aid. 

Himself be our shade, 
That in that dread day we be not dismayed.'' 

J. Whitehead. 

nose who enter into the Holy City, 

" All His Saints praise Him.'' 

"In one long endless fading crowd. 

Apostles, Martyrs, Saints have gonCf 
Where behind yon screen of cloud 
The Master is upon His throne I 
Only we are left alone I 

" We in this waste and desert placCf 

Far from our natural home, 
Left to complete our weary race 

Until His kingdom come 1 
my God, that we may be 
Amongst that shining company I 

" But once a year with solemn hand 
The Church withdraws the veil. 
And then we see that other land 
Far in the distance pale. 

*' While good church bells are loudly ringing 
All on the earth below. 
And white-robed choirs with Angels iinging» 
Where stately organs blow. 

"And up and down each holy street, 
Faith hears the tread of sinless feet« ^m 
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Such as in Salem walked when He 
Had gotten Himself the victory. 
So be it ever year by year, 
Until the Judge Himself appear !'' 

F. Fabbr. 

Those who are shut out. The Foolish Virgins, 

'* Late, late, so late ! and dark the night and still. 
Late, late, so late, but we can enter still. 
Too late, too late, ye cannot enter now. 

** No light had we, for that we do repent ; 
And learning this, the Briilegroom will relent. 
Too late, too late, ye cannot enter now. 

*' No light ! so late ! and dark and chill tlie night ; 
let us in, that we may find the Light ! 
Too late, too late, ye cannot enter now. 

'* Have we not heard the Bridegroom is so sweet ? 
O let us in, though late, to kiss His feet ! 
No, no, too late I ye cannot enter now." 

A. Tennyson. 



Memorial of the Nativity. 

Gloomy night embraced the place 

Where the noble Infant lay, 
The Babe looked up and showed His fiace, — 

In spite of darkness it was day ! 
It was Thy day, sweet, and did rise 
Not from the east, but from Thy eyes. 

" We saw Thee in Thy balmy nest. 

Bright dawn of our eternal day. 
We saw Thine eyes break from the east, 

And chase the trembling shades away. 
We saw Thee, (and we blessed the sight,) 
We saw Thee by Thine own sweet light. 

" Welcome to our wondering sight 
Eternity shut in a span ! 
Summer in winter I day in night I 

Heaven in earth ! and God in man I 
Great Little One, Whose glorious birth 
Lifts «arth to heaven, stoops heaven to earth !" 

R. Crashaw. 
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**PrttiseJIiM, aU ye Angels of His.'' 

" Hark, what mean those holy voices, 
Sweetly souDdiDg through the skies; 
Lo, th' angelic host rejoices. 
Heavenly Alleluias rise. 

** Listen to the wondrous story 

Which they chant in hjrmns of joy. 
Glory in the biehest, glory. 
Glory be to Goo on High. 
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Peace on earth, good will from beaveny 
Reaching far as man is found ; 

Souls redeemed, and sins forgiven z-^ 
Loud on golden harps shall sound. 

Christ is bom, the Great Anointed ; 

Heaven and earth His praises sing ! 
O receive Whom God appointed 

For your Prophet, Priest, and King. 

" Hasten, mortals, to adore Him, 

Learn His Name, and taste His love, 
Till in heaven ye sing before Him, 
Glory be to God above ! 

'' Let us learn this wondrous story 
Of our blest Redeemer's birth, 
Spread the brightness of His glory 
Till it cover all the earth." 

Anon. 
Book of Common Praise, 59. 

The Soly Eucharist. Leaning on Christ, 
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My spirit longeth for Thee 
Within my troubled breast, 

Although I be unworthy 
Of so Divine a Guest. 

" Of so Divine a Guest 
Unworthy though I be, 
Tet has my heart no rest 
Unless it come from Thee. 

" Unless it come from Thee, 
In vain I look around, 

II. I 
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In all that I can see 
No rest is to be found. 

" No rest is to be found 
But in Thy blessed love, 
let my wish be crowned. 
And send it from above I" 

John Byrom. 
Book of Common Praise, 196. 

The Four Gospels. 

"The world could not contain the books that should be 
written." — S. John the Evangelist* 

" And so the Word had breath, and wrought, 
With human hands the Creed of creeds. 
In loveliness of perfect deeds 
More strong than all poetic thought. 

'* Which he may read that binds the sheaf. 
Or builds the house, or digs the grave. 
And those wild eyes that watch the wave, 
In roamings round the coral reef." 

A. Tennyson. 
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But these are written that ye might believe, and that believing 
ye might have life." — S. John xx. 31. 

*' Who hath this Book and reads it not, 
Doth Goo Himself despise; 
Who reads, but understands it not. 
His soul in darkness lies. 

" Who understands, but savours not. 
He finds no rest in trouble. 
Who savours, but obeyeth not» 
He hath his judgment double. 

" Who reads this Book, who understands. 
Doth savour and oliey, 
His soul shall stand at God's right hand 
In the great judgment day." 

Old Hymn. See Sunday Book of Poetry. 
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Prayers. 

Collects for Christmas Day^ S. John^ S. Stephen, 
Holy Innocents, 3rd Evensong, Sixth Sunday after 
Epiphany, SS. Simon and Jade, All Saints, SS. Philip 
and James, and these, — 

*' O Thou True Light that lightest every man that 
Cometh into the world, lighten mine eyes that I sleep 
not in death. 

'^ O Fire ever burning, and never waxing cold, be- 
hold me lukewarm as I am ; now warm, now cold. 
Inflame my heart and my reins that they may glow 
with love towards Thee, for Thou camest to send fire 
upon earth, and what wilt Thou but that it should be 
kindled 7 

*' We pray Thee that Thy Comforter may enlighten 
our minds, and, as Thy Son hath promised, may lead 
us into all truth. 

^'Thou art Love itself; he who dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in Thee. We desire to receive Thy holy Sa- 
crament that we may be joined to Thee for ever in 
bonds of love. May nothing henceforth separate us 
from the love of Thee, Christ our Saviour/' — Altar 
Manual, 

Visit me, most Blessed Lord Jesus, (Jer. xv. 16,) 

1. With Thy light, for I am dark. 

2. With Thy mercy, for I am sinful. 
" 8. With Thy salvation, for I am lost. 
^' 4. With Thy strength, for I am weak. 
" 6. With Thy fulness, for I am empty. 

" 6. With Thy consolation, for I am in trouble. 
*' 7. With Thy grace, to make me like Thyself. 
^' 8. With Thy glory, when grace has accomplished 
its work in me.'' (Rev. 6. Wagner.) 

Lessons. 

Trust in and love for *' the Holy Child Jesus," the 
Life of men. 
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Perseverance in doing good^ because of the reward 
set before us. 

To strive to copy the '^ Patience of the Saints/' that 
we may be sharers of the '^ inheritance of the saints in 
light.'' 

^^ Let your light so shine/' &c. 

Scriptures for to-day. The other Epistles and Gos- 
pels of the Western and Eastern Churches, which are, — 
Salisbury Use, Epistle, Ecclus. xv. 1 — 6 ; Gospel, same 
as ours. Roman, Epistle, Ecclus. xv. 1 — 6 ; Gospel, 
same us ours. Eastern, Epistle, 1 S. John iv.; Gos- 
pel, S. John xix. 25 — 29, and xxi. 24, 25, &c., &c. 
See also, Isa. vi. ; Ezek. ix. ; Rev. xx., xix., v. ; Ezek. 
xl. 3, &c. ; S. Matth. xxiv., xxv. ; Zech. ii. 1 ; S. John 
i. 1 ; Ezek. xlviii. 

<^ ye souls of the righteous, bless ye the Lord. 

" Praise Him, and magnify Him for ever. 

'* ye holy and humble men of heart," &c. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Introit. " In the midst of the Church did he open 
his mouth ; and the Lord filled him with the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, He endued him with a 
robe of glory. Ps. He poured out upon him His 
treasures of joy and gladness." 

Glory be, &c. 



Feast of the Holy Innocents. 

The Holy Flight. — The Slaughter of the Innocents, 

** My Beloved is gone down into His garden to gather lilies" 

Cant. vi. 2; ii. 16,7, 10. 

This Feast of the Holy Innocents, or Childermas Day, 
i.e., " The Children's Feast,"! as it used to be called in 

1 " Childermas.'' The office of this day throughout the Church was 



HOLY innocents' DAY. 117 

England^ is of very early origiD. It is mentioned by 
S. Irenseus — before 202^ for in that year he himself was 
a martyr — and by S. Cyprian, who suffered for Christ 
in 258 A.D. The latter says, in one of his Epistles, 
written before a great persecution which was coming 
on the Christians: — ''The Nativity of Christ com- 
menced forthwith with the martyrdom of infants, so that 
all under two years old were put to death for His Name's 
sake/' An age not yet capable of conflict, proved fit 
for a crown. "These words show very plainly how, as 
early as the third century, this Festival was closely 
connected with the Birthday of Christ. The loving 
and tender feeling with which the Church has ever 
cherished the memory of the martyrdom of these little 
infants who were the first whose lives were offered up 
for the Holy Child Jesus, is well shown by the hymn 
of Prudentius, the ancient Christian poet, now well 
known in the English version,"^ 

" All hail, ye infant martyr flowers."^ 

So is the threefold martyr guard around the Manger- 
bed completed. The Church evidently thinks that 
there can be no better attendants on the Nativity of 
Christ than those who have laid down their life in this 
world for Him, Who, by His Incarnation and Birth, 
hath brought to them and us, ^' the Resurrection from 
the dead, and the Life Everlasting of the world to come." 
As there are three kinds of martyrdom — 

1. Both in will and deed, 

2. In will, but not in deed, 
8. In deed, but not in will, 

one of sorrow, and the moumfhl character of the day was anciently 
kept np in England by dark Testments and muffled bells, a custom 
which is still retained at Magdalen College, Oxford, and some 
▼iUages. In Legh upon Mendip, in Gloucestershire, from time im- 
memorial a muffled peal has been rung on this day. 
^ Annotated Prayer Book. > See Hymna« 
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SO the Church places these festivals in the same order : 

1. S. Stephen^ a martyr in will and deed; 

2. S. John^ who suffered in will^ but not in deed ; 

3. The Holy Innocents^ in deed^ but not in will. 
" Thus/' says S. Leo, *' with a new glory He crowned 
infants, and in His own Beginning consecrated the 
firstfruits of little children.^* 

The Gospel for to-day gives us the actual narrative 
of the cruel slaughter of the little babes of Bethlehem, 
but it places before us, first, one of the great events in 
the life of the Holy Child Jesus, which, we are told, 
was a direct fulfilment of the ancient prophecies. 
Let us consider the Flight of the Holy Family, which 
was caused by Herod's intention to slay the Holy 
Child, the King of the Jews, (S. Matth. ii.,) about Whom 
the wise men had been asking. Under a false pretence 
of worshipping this new-born King, Herod commands 
them to let him know when they have found Him ; but 
they, having seen the Child and presented their gifts, 
are warned by God, ^' in a dream, that they should not 
return to Herod, and so depart into their own country 
another way.'' S. Matth. ii. 

Immediately upon the departure of the Magi, /'an 
Angel" again appears to the holy Joseph '^ in a dream," 
tells him of Herod's wish to destroy the young Child, and 
bids him depart at once, with '^ the young Child and His 
mother," and fiee into Egypt " until I bring thee word." 

Observe S. Joseph's prompt obedience (as before) to 
the angel's message. Also how now he seems to under ^ 
stand the Divine Nature of this Holy Child, and is not 
perplexed, but immediately takes Him and flies accord- 
ingly with Him and His mother into Egypt. " Where- 
fore," says S. Chrysostom, " this double flight ? that 
of the wise men to Persia ? that of the Child to Egypt ? 
The first, that the wise men might be preachers of the 
truth in their own country ; the second, because had 
our Lord remained and fallen into Herod's hands, and 
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not been killed^ some might have suggested that He 
had not really taken human flesh/' 

We are told that this going into Egypt was in order 
that the prophecy might be fulfilled^ ''out of Egypt^ 
have I called My Son/' (Gospel.) Hosea xi. 1.^ Comp. 
Exod. iv. 22, 23; Bom. ix. 4; 2 Cor. vi. 18; Jer. 
xxxi. 9 ; S. James i. 18. Here we see that this prophecy 
was spoken first of the ancient people, whom iFehovah 
calls "Israel My son, even My first-born/' and accom- 

Eanies His command to Pharaoh to let him go free, 
y the threat *' I will slay thy son, even thy first-born," 
Exod. iv. 23. *' How mysterious and unsearchable are 
the ways of God." His ways are indeed past finding 
out ! Egypt, that once destroyed all the sons of Israel, 
now saves the true First-born of Israel. The destroying 
angel slew the first-born of Egypt, and saved the First- 
born of Israel; and now the king of Judaea slays the 
infants of Israel, and Egypt shelters the young Child, 
the Holy Child Jesus, from his cruel anger. 

Christ begins His Holy Human life by returning 
good for evil, and sheds blessings of His Presence on 

^ Sgypt : a country occupying the north-east angle of AMca. Its 
common name in the Bible is Mizraim, or the Land of Mizraim. 
Gen. z. 6. It is also caUed the Land of Ham ; Ps. cv. 23, 27 ; comp. 
Ps. Izxviii. 51 ; a name, most probably, referring to the son of 
Noah. Also Kahab (the proud or insolent) Isa. li. 9; comp. Ps. 
Ixxzvii. 4 ; Ixzzix. 1 ; Exod. ziv. 26, 27 ; Isa. xxx. 7. By the 
ancient Egyptians it was called '* Kera'* or Chem (the name found 
amongst their hieroglyphs.) This name signifies in the ancient 
Egyptian and Coptic, ''black," it is supposed from the blackness 
of its soil, and, it is conjectured, means the same as Ham and Mazor, 
the singular of Mizraim, a name used for it in Scripture, for the sense 
of the words is the same^ Its Arabic name signifies red mud. In 
Ezekiel the whole country is spoken of as extending from Migdol to 
Gyrene, which indicates the same limits as to the east and south as at 
present. (See Smith's Diet. Bible.) There are innumerable texts re- 
ferring to Egypt. Note especially how Joseph, the type of our Lord, 
was sent down into Egypt. Comp. Rev. xi. 8 ; Heb. Tiii. 9. 

3 This prophecy was spoken first of the ancient Church of God, 
delivered in its infancy from Egypt at and by the means of the Pass- 
over. (See Wordsworth, Greek Test.) S. Matth. ii. 
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Egypt who bad once persecuted His chosen people. 
" He," says an ancient writer, " remembers the woes 
He had brought upon Egypt, and sent His Son that He 
might heal the ten plagues of Egypt, and the nation 
who once had been the persecutor, might now be the 
guardian, of His First-born." 

'' Since Babylon and Egypt" (says S. Chrysostom) 
'^ were most burnt up with flames of ungodliness. He 
sent the wise men to one ; He Himself, with His holy 
mother, visited the other ; showing from the first that 
He means to correct and amend them both, and leading 
the whole world to expect His bounties." S. Augustine. 

Comp. Exod. X. 21. How changed is everything! 
Now they who had light in Goshen are left in darkness, 
and Egyptian darkness has true light. Moses shut up 
the light from Egypt ; Christ, the true Moses, brings 
back the light to them who sit in darkness and the 
shadow of death by Himself, Who is the Light of the 
mind, going to dwell amongst them.^ Judaea persecutes 
Egypt the very type of idolatry,^ " worshipping mon- 
iters of all kinds," receives and protects the Son of 
God. Babylon, the very type of Antichrist, worships. 
So the first shall be last, and the last first. '^ The fury 
of Herod," says S. Hilary, '^ is a type of the Jews per- 

' In thus taking refage in Egypt the fathers saw a fulfilment of Isa. 
xiz. 1. And there was a very ancient tradition, that all the idols feU 
down as Christ approached. See S. Athanasius, Jerome, and others. 
Sorely a lesson for Christians here, which may teach us to pray — 

'* Pardon our offences, 

Loose our captive chains 1 
Break down every idol 
Which the soul detains." 

s « The Infant Jesus by His Divine Power makes all things, even 
the wise and mighty, minister to Himself.'' So here, as heathen Rome, 
the queen of the world, had ministered evidence to the King Messiah 
by the decree that all should be taxed in their own cities, now Egypt, 
the nurse of ancient Israel, the ancient enemy of God's people, is 
made the asylum of Him Who was bom King of the Jews — fleeing 
from Judaea. His great type, Moses, the leader and lawgiver, was 
nurtared in the palace of the king of Egypt. See Wordsworth. 
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secuting the Christians. Already does the mysteiy 
show forth itself^ which hereafter is to interweave with 
the whole history of the Messiah^ i.e.^ ' His foes shall 
be of His own household : and a prophet is not received 
in his own country/ He could do no miracle there^ 
because of their unbelief. 

" Already gleams out the mystery of Christ Cruci- 
fied. Firsts He is stamped as the Victim by Circum- 
cision; secondly^ the other mark needed is the persecu- 
tion of the world (S. Matth. v.,) typifying another 
truth that persecution is the outward mark of God's 
elect after the spirit : as Circumcision is the mark of 
His elect after the law : Israel after the flesh ever per- 
secuting Israel after the spirit.'' Oen. xxi. 9 ; Oal. iv. 
29,30,31; iii. 3, 22.i 

It was by night that they went out, which shows the 
haste and secrecy of their departure: by nighty the 
emblem and type of evil, to Egypt^ which is the place 
of evil and type of darkness ; and these receive Him in 
Whom is no darkness at all. 

In Egypt the Passover was sacrificed in type; to 
Egypt the true Passover is driven; and in the land 
where the paschal lambs were first offered in type the 
true Paschal Lamb is sent. The actual time of the 
Flight could not be till after the Presentation, and 
probably took place immediately on the departure of the 
Magi, but being so closely coimected with the slaughter 
of the Holy Innocents^ the Church calls us to dwell on 
it to-day in her Eucharistic Scriptures^ (see Gospel^) 
and it does not occur again in our services in the actual 
sequence of events. 

From Egypt the '^ city of Refuge" to which the Holy 
Child is led by His Father's hand, the Gospel history 
takes us back to Bethlehem,^ the place of His birth. 

And what is happening here 7 The cruel Herod^ we 

1 See "The Nativity," p. 134, &c., Williams. 

' Bethlehem. At Bethlehem there was death and b^t\sl\A%36^^> 
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are told, (disappointed at not seeing the wise men again,) 
'^was exceedingly enraged, and sent forth, and slew 
all the children which were in Bethlehem and all the 
borders thereof/' 

What a terrible result of the first announcement of 
the birth of Him for Whom all creation had longMl ! 
which was so soon made to this favoured King, that he 
should be the first to raise his hand against his Lord ! 
and so become even a type of the evil one, '' the dragon 
who stood before the woman to devour her child as 
soon as it was born ;" (Rev. xii. 4 ; Exod. i. 16 ; Ps. 
ii. 9 ; Rev. ii. 27 j xix. 15 ;) thus bringing upon his 
own head the very danger he feared by drawing upon 
himself the wrath of the Great King, Who was to '^ rule 
the nations with a rod of iron.'' 

Thus early was the " Highway of the Cross" bathed 
with the blood of those who would follow " the Lamb as 
it was slain;" thus did those best beloved by the Crucified 
begin to '^ wash their robes in the Blood of the Lamb," 
and surely most meet it was that the first to give up their 
lives for the All-holy and Spotless Child Jesus should be 

the figure and type of the Church, (Gen. xzzv. 19, 20 ;) at Bethlehem 
was the promise of the Resurrection to endless life through Him Who 
is the Life and Light of men, Who was born there. This was signi- 
fied in the promise to the Holy Innocents who were slaughterea in 
and near Bethlehem at the birth of Christ — RacheFs children, — for 
whom she is comforted'by the words of the Holt Spirit spoken by 
Jeremy the prophet, which S. Matthew especially applies to them in 
to-day's Gospel : Jer. xzzi. 16, " Refrain thy Toice from weeping," 
'* Thy children shall come again from the land of the enemy ;*' first, 
from captivity in Babylon, (Ezra ii. } Neh. vii. 6; Hosea xL 1, 
** The children of Bethlehem,'' &c, ;) secondly, from the captivity of 
death through the Incarnation and Resurrection of the Holy Child 
Jesus — ** There is hope in their end :" comp. Epistle ; they shaU 
come again by a blessed resurrection in Christ, bom at Bethlehem, 
with Whose Birth this prophecy is especially connected by the holy 
Evangelist, S. Matth. ii. 17, 18. See Archdeacon Wordsworth on 
Genesis zzzv., zzix. 
** The entire chapter of Jeremiah, as well as the one before, not 
^flfterely the verses referred to (not quoted) by S. Matthew speak with 
^■|ieicribable beauty and sweetness of the restoration of the true 
^fnal oat of all their troubles/' Isaac WiUiams. 



HOLT innocents' DAT. 123 

tbese pure and guileless InDoceDts ! that the door into 
Christ^s Kingdom should be marked with their bloody 
that door into which we must enter '^ through much tribu- 
lation/' the very door sprinkled with the blood of lambs. 
Comp. Exod. xii.^ We seem already to hear the words 
of the Apostles relating this sad story to us : '^ Against 
Thy Holy Child Jesus Whom Thou hast anointed^ both 
Uerod and Pontius Pilate with the Gentiles and the 
people of Israel were gathered together/' &c. ; but 
what for? even *'to do whatever Thy Hand and Thy 
counsel determined before to be done." So " blindly 
do the wicked work the righteous will of heaven !" 

How little could " RacheP weeping for her children, 
and refusing to be comforted" know how soon that 
same Hand that now seemed to wound, would be 
stretched out to heal, (Acts iv. 30,) or '^ the signs and 
wonders that would ere long be done by the healins 
Name of that Holy Child Jesus" when ^' He manifested 
forth His glory," (S. John ii. 1 — 14; S. Matth. viii. 
1 — 34; S. Luke xviii. 35, &c. ; Acts iii. 6, 16 ; ii. 4; 
xvi. 26, &c.,) for Whom now their precious little ones 
seemed cruelly sacrificed. Can we doubt that He Who 
had already begun to shed His Precious Blood for these 
little ones at His Circumcision, and now required such a 
gift of love from those grieving mothers of His Own city, 
felt with all tenderest sympathy for them and knew how 
to pour the healing wine and oil into their bruised hearts 
and desolate homes ? May not many of those mothers 

^ Isaac Williams, see Nativity, p. 161. 

^ Rachel died, and was buried in the way to '* Ephrath, which is 
Bethlehem/' '* but a little way," Gen. xxxv. 16—20. Rachers tomb 
is still shown on the road from Jerusalem to Bethlehem about half- 
an-hour's journey north of Bethlehem. " Not without especial fit- 
ness," says S. Ambrose, **did Rachel die and was buried where 
Christ was born, for the Christian Church died and was buried with 
Christ in Baptism in order to rise with Him to life and immortality." 
CoL ii. 12 ; Rom. vi. 4 ; see Wordsworth on Gen. xzzv. ; comp. 
Baptismal Service and Catechism, " a death unto sin and a new birU^ 
unto righteousness." ^ 
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have been thus drawn to Him^ and been amongst the holy 
women who followed Him even to the last^ and who 
heard His words of comfort and love on the sorrowful 
road to the Cross when they wept not for themselves 
but for Him ? (S. Luke xxiii. 27, 28, &c.) And how 
would they then have rejoiced that their little ones were 
long ago gone home, pure, and holy, and saved from 
partaking in the evil deeds around them ! 

Consider how ever since He has taught His Church 
to sympathise with, to comfort, and to pray for the 
mourners, *' the desolate, and oppressed,'^^ (see Litany,) 
and how He Who said, " Blessed are they that mourn, 
for they shall be comforted,^' '' I even I am He that 
comforteth thee,*' must with the grief over the " little 
flowers of Bethlehem'* have sent the healing also for 
those that were bruised in heart ; for had He not ^^ risen 
with healing in His wings V^ Was He not the same 
Jesus Who afterwards wept at Lazarus* grave? the 
same Loving God and Father Who long ages before 
when foretelling this very event, had also declared, ^' I 
will heal thee,** (Jer. xxx. 17,) " I will bring thee health 
and cure,'* (Jer. xxxiii. 6,) " I have satiated the weary 
soul, and I have replenished every sorrowful soul,** 
(Jer. xxxi. 25,) ^' Thy children shall come again from 
the land of the enemy.** 

In the Epistle we have the fulfilment of these gra- 
cious promises in overflowing measure, as it sets before 
us the heavenly sequel to the sad events recorded in 
the Gospel. 

Turning from the earthly to the heavenly city, the 

1 <* In ' all that are desolate and oppressed/ the Church seems to 
sweep the whole field of the sorrow which comes from man*s inhumaDity 
to man, which no civilization can abolish, and invokes for every such 
sufferer the help of Him Whose sympathy is for all at once, and for 
each as if there were none beside, which indeed is one of the most 
stupendous results of the Incarnation/' — Annotated Prayer Book, 
Litany, p. 56. See further on for more on this subject : Feast of 
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veil of the unseen world is lifted by S. John the Divine, 
and we see the true end of these little lives which 
seemed so suddenly cut short. And we are told by 
the beloved Apostle, '^ I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood 
upon Mount Zion/^ — and who are with Him ? these 
very little ones, having His Name written on their 
foreheads. (Rev. iii. 11, 12 ; xxii. 4.) 

How has the vision changed ! as we pass from Je- 
rusalem below to Jerusalem above, and read God's 
mysterious dealings by the light that flows from Mount 
Zion. And what a marvellous exchange ! Here the 
cruel king, there the loving Lamb, welcoming His 
precious little ones; here the weeping mothers, there 
the harpers harping on their harps for joy over these 
ransomed lambs of the fold ; here the bitter cries, there 
the new-made song, which only the redeemed could 
sing, (Rev. v. 9 ; xv. 3 ;) here the rough soldiers snatch- 
ing them from their mothers' arms, there bright angel 
guardians folding their wings over them for ever in the 
Father's home above, and the Good Shepherd carrying 
them in His bosom, '' for ever safe, for ever blessed ;" 
here the sharp foeman's sword, there the shining crown 
and the waving palms, and the everlasting welcomes ; 
here the short sharp strife, there the eternal rest, as 
they follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, in that 
land '' where the wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest." And all this, because " they are 
the firstfruits unto God and the Lamb;" and, like 
Him, ^^ in their mouth was found no guile, for they are 
without fault before the Lord." " In the joining of 
these two passages of Holy Scripture we have an exact 
representation of the way in which the Church has 
always regarded the martyrdom of the Holy Inno- 
cents," with a sacred tender love, half sorrowing, half 
rejoicing, as she sings her Alleluias amidst outward 
tokens of sorrow. 

The Eucbaristic Scriptures for to-day are tlie. ^^^xfii 
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tbroughout the whole Catholic Church; the Oospels 
and Epistles being from the same passages of Scripture 
in the Eastern^ Western^ and British Liturgies both 
ancient and modern. What infinite comfort must this 
Feast of the Holy Innocents bring all Christian mo- 
thers^ who have been called to lay down their best 
treasures at the feet of the Crucified I 

Must not this vision of the home above to which 
their little ones are called^ have enabled thousands 
'^ with aching hearts^ yet calm glad hope/^ to lay some 
most cherished lamb in the arms of the (jood Shep- 
herd which were stretched out to fold them safe for 
ever from the evil to come. Surely it was the faith 
which could see beyond the veil^ and remember this^ 
which (as we have read) led " a mother who had laid 
two Christian babes to sleep^ in a country churchyard, 
to write on the stone above them, * They are without 
fault before the throne of God*" Doubtless many 
thousands '' such have been added to the mystical num- 
ber since S. John wrote down his vision/' firstfruits 
unto God and the Lamb^ taken away from the evil to 
come, and gaining the fullest benefits of the Holy 
Child's Nativity by the way of Innocence in which 
they have been privileged to foUow Him on earth, that 
they may follow Him ^' whithersoever He goeth in hea- 
ven.'* " So He giveth His beloved sleep." We cannot 
doubt this for one moment^ for the Church assures us, 
''it is certain by God's Word" that "baptized Infants 
dying before they commit actual sin are undoubtedly 
saved." (See Bubric, Baptismal Service.) Well indeed 
it is that to strengthen our faith in this blessed trust she 
should year by year keep this festival, and gather round 
the Manger-cradle those countless little ones whom the 
Lobd delighted whilst here to gather together round 
Him, and of whom He has said, " Suffer the little chil- 
^D^ to come unto Me, and forbid them not." 
^Hhe Collect commemorates the event which the 
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Gospel records^ bat reminds us^ how Gk)D was glorified 
by the deaths caused by the wickedness of man^ and 
turned it to the fulfilling of His loving purpose to 
these ''babes/' out of whose mouths the Holt Spirit 
had prophesied (by the Shepherd Psalmist of Bethle- 
hem^) that He would ordain strength. (Ps. viii. 2. 
Gomp. S. Matth. xxi. 15 ; Ps. cxxvii. 6.) 

Here also we find the application of the Services of 
the day to ourselves in the prayer^ that we whom 
Christ has willed not to follow Him in the way of 
holy innocence, should strive to become like little chiU 
dren^ (S. Matth. xviii. 1 — 11 ; Ps. cxxxi. 2 j S. Matth. 
xix. 13; S. Mark X. 14; S.Luke xviii. 16; 1 Cor. xiv. 
20; IS. Pet. ii. 2; S. Matth. xx. 27,) ever to keep 
(by His grace^) our hearts pure and true, and all our 
lives through to be childlike in our firm hope, trust, 
and love in our Father Which is in heaven, Who hath 
sent forth His Son^ that we might have the adoption 
of sons, and at last glorify Him by our faith even unto 
death. Comp. these texts, Ps. viii. 2, with S. Matth. 
xxi. 13 — 16; ii. 16—18; Rom. viii. 13; Ephes. iii. 
18, 14; Rev. xiv. 4, 6; ii. 10; Phil. i. 20. 

^^ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.*' (Our Blessed Lord, S. Matth. v.) 

Consider the love of the Holy Child Jesus, the 
Lamb, to the Uttle ones of His fold,-— 

1. How He commanded them to be brought to 
Him. 

2. How He blamed those who kept them from 
Him. 

8. How He exhorted all men to follow their in- 
nocence. 

Perceive how, — 

4. He declared His good will to them, for 

5. He embraced them in His arms, 

6. He laid His hands upon them, 

7. And blessed them. 
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Thus does the Churchy the true Shepherdess^ of the 
sheep^ continually command us^ every time that she takes 
the little Iambs in her arms to bless and sign them^ as 
holy to her Lord^ the Good Shepherd ; '' Doubt ye not^ 
but earnestly believe/^ is her constant injunction (after 
reminding us of our Loan's example) ^' that He will 
favourably receive these infants^ will embrace them in 
the arms of His mercy^ will give them the blessing of 
eternal life^ and make them partakers of His everlasting 
kingdom/' She repeats this assurance solemnly^ and 
lest we should have any doubt seals it by an appeal to 
God's irrevocable Word, — " It is certain by God's 
Word/' (see above, Rubric in Baptismal Service.) 

Thus does the true Church follow our Lord's ex- 
ample of gathering the lambs to her bosom. Consider 
also how carefully she teaches them the true faith. 
(See Church Catechism.) How she provides^ that they 
shall receive the sevenfold gifts, and the Bread of Life, 
" as soon as they know the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, 
and the Ten Commandments," thus obeying the Lord's 
command given to S. Peter, " Feed My lambs." How 
continually she remembers them in her prayers, see 
Baptismal Service, Visitation of the Sick, and Litany, 
where she continually pleads with her Lord that His 
Fatherly care may^watch over " the fatherless children," 
&c. ; ^^ the desolate children," &c. ; '' the young chil- 
dren," &c. ; " the sick children," '^ the oppressed." Let 
us follow her steps, and remember our Lord's solemn 
warning, ^' Take heed that ye despise not one of these 
little ones, for I say unto you, that their angels do always 
behold the Face of My Father Which is in Heaven." 

^ ** Shepherdess :'' Rachel, the type of the Church of Christ, was 
a shepherdess, and kept her father's sheep, (Gen. xziz. 9.) '^The 
Spouse of Christ," the spiritual Rachel, is described in the Song of 
songs as a ** shepherdess," and as ** the fairest among women." 
(Song of Solomon i. 7, 8.) See Wordsworth on Gen. xziz. 

- Rubric in Baptismal Service, *' These children shall be brought 
to the Bishop to be confirmed by him so soon," &c. 
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" Whoso receiveth one such little child in My name re- 
ceiveth Me/' &c. S. Mark ix. 37; S. Matth. x. 40. 

I. Consider the Holy Child Jesus ; as our '^ Place of 
Refuge/' Himself the City of Refuge, " unto which we 
may alway resort/' typified by the six cities of refuge^ 
provided under the law for sin and sorrow. These 
were on each side of the Jordan, and the meaning of 
each name speaks to us in a wonderful way of Him the 
*' Eternal Three in One/' Who is our Refuge, especially 
of the Holy Child,—*' the Man" who was to be '' for 
a place of Refuge," (Isa. iv. 6,) when " Christ's King- 
dom should be a sanctuary." Isa. xxv. 4. 

Observe the meaning of each name, — 

1. Kedesh, '' Holy /' our Refuge is the " Holy One," 
Isa. X. 17; Dan. iv. 13; Hos. xi. 9; Hab. i. 12; Isa. 
xii. 6 ; xlvii. 4 ; Ix. 14. 

2. Shechem, " a shoulder." See Isa. ix. 6, " The 
government is laid upon His shoulder" Comp. Isa. 
xxii. 22 ; Ezek. xxix. 7 ; xii. 7 ; Deut. xxxiii. 12. 

3. Hebron, ** fellowship." Believers are called to 
the fellowship of Jesus. 1 Cor. i. 9 ; Ephes. iii. 9, 
v. 11; Phil. i. 5; ii. 1 ; iii. 10; IS. John i. 3, 6, 7; 
2 Cor. vi. 14 ; viii. 4. Comp. chap, on Annunciation, 
the holy fellowship of the Blessed Virgin and S. Eliza- 
beth at Hebron^ ''the place of fellowship." S. Luke 
i. 39, &c. 

^ Six Cities of Refuge are mentioned in the Old Testament, and 
referred to by S. Paul. Heb. yi. 18 ; Ps. xlyiii. 3 ; Ivii. 1 ; Numb. 
XXXV. 13, &c. ; Josh. xx. 7, 8. Their names were— 

1. Kedeaht in Naphtali, 1 Chron. vi. 76. 

2. Shechem, in Mount Ephraim, Josh. xxi. 21 ; 1 Chron. vi. 67. 

3. Hebron f in Judah, Josh. xxi. 13 ; 2 Sam. ▼. 5 ; 1 Chron. vi. 55 ; 
zxix. 27. 

4. Bezer, on the east side of Jordan, in the tribe of Reuben. Dent, 
iv. 43 ; Josh. xxi. 36 ; 1 Mace. v. 26. 

5. Ramoth'Gileadf ia the tribe of Gad. Deut. iv. 43 ; Josh. xxi. 
38 ; 1 Kings xxii. 3. 

6. Oolan, in Bashan, in the half tribe of Manasseh. Deut. iv. 43 ; 
Josh. xxi. 27 ; 1 Chron. vi. 71. 

II. K 
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4. Bezer,'*eL fortification/^ '^God is our Refuge 
and Strength, a strong Tower to them that fear Him." 
Deut. xxxiii. 27 ; " Christ a Refuge," Isa. iv. 6; xxv. 
4 ; Ps. xiv. 6 ; lix. 16 ; Ixi. 3 ; Ixii. 2, 7, 8 j Ixxi. 7 ; 
Jer. xvi. 19. 

5. Ramoth, " high, or exalted." " Him hath God 
highly exalted, that at the Name of Jesus every knee 
should bow," &c. Phil. ii. 9; Jer. xvii. 12; Isa. 
ii. 2, 17; Ps. xlvii. 9; Ixxi. 19; Ixxviii. 69; Ixxxix. 
16; xcvii. 9; cxviii. 16; Mieah iv. 1. 

6. Golan, "joy, or exultation." He is joy un- 
speakable and full of glory to His elect. 1 S. Pet. i. 8 ; 
Ps. xvi. 11; Isa. xii. 3; xxix. 19; S. John xv. 11; 
Gal. V. 22; Heb. xii. 2; 1 S. Pet. iv. 13; 1 S. John 
i. 4; S. Jude 24; Rom. v. 11. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, is the triumph-song of 
the New Jerusalem, the home of the Lamb, and those 
who enter it through much tribulation. '^ They that 
sow in tears shall reap in joy," eternal, ineffable, in- 
destructible. Amen. 

II. The tribulation, through which all whom God 
loves must pass ere they enter the Eternal City of Re- 
fuge. Comp. Epistle^ and Gospel, and Collect for to- 
day. 

1. God chastens those He loves. Gospel ; Visitation 
Service ; Deut. xxxii. 39 ; Job i. 8, 12 ; xvii. 8 ; Ps. 
Ix. 3; Ixxxix. 31, 32; Prov. iii. 11; Jer. xxx. 11, 
&c. ; Hos. vi. 1 ; Micah iv. 11 ; Wisd. ii. 20; Ecclus. 
xxx. 1 ; 2 Mace. vi. 12 ; S. Matth. x. 16 ; S. John ii. 
15 ; Heb. xii. 5, 7 ; Rev. iii. 19. 

2. He sometimes spares in anger. Job xxi. 7, 9 ; 
Isa. ii. 6 ; xiv. 29 ; xxvi. 10 ; Ezek. xvi. 42 ; Hos. iv. 
14 ; Heb. xii. 8. 

3. The saints consider temporal affliction a blessing, 
and rejoice in it. Ex. xv. 24; Levit. xi. 8; Deut. 
xxxiii. 18; Judges vii. 20; Job vi. 8, 9; Ps. xviii. 
35; xxiii. 4; Ixxvii. 3; Cant. i. 5, 13; Jer. xv. 16; 
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Lam. iii. 2; Acts v. 41 ; xx. 22^ 23; xxi. 13 ; Rom. 
V. 3 ; Heb. x. 34 ; S. James i. 2. 

For — 4. Tribulation often leads men to seek God. 
Gen. vii. 17; xix. 16; Ex. xii. 33; Judges x. 10 
1 Sam. xxii. 2 ; xxx. 6 — 10 ; 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12 
Job xlii. 5 ; Ps. Ix. 3 ; Isa. xxvi. 9, 16 ; Jer. xlvi, 5 
Lam. i. 8 ; Zeeh. iii. 3 ; S. Luke xv. 20. 

5. Tribulation instructs. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 13 ; Prov. 
xxii. 15 ; xxix. 15 ; Isa. viii. 11 ; liv. 13 ; Dan. iii. 
24, 25 ; 2 Cor. iv. 16. 

6. Tribulation increases, graces, and fertilises the 
heart. Gen. ix. 1; Ex. i. 12; 2 Kings ii. 20; Isa. 
liv. 10 ; Dan. iii. 24, 25 ; S. John xv. 2 ; 2 Cor. iv. 16. 

7. It examines and purges. Deut. viii. 16; Job vi. 
4; xxiii. 10; Isa. i. 25; iv. 4; xl. 2; Mai. iii. 2; 
Wisd. ii. 19; Ecclus. xxvii. 5 ; S. Matth. iii. 12; IS. 
Pet. i. 7. 

8. It defends. Ex. xiv. 22, (as the Red Sea, " a 
wall on the right hand and the left,*^) 1 Sam. xxvii. 4, 
(David ;) 1 Kings xvii. 3, (Elijah ;) Job ii. 13 ; Ps. Ix. 
11; Cant. ii. 14. 

9. It crowns. Comp. Epistle, and Gen. xxxv. 10 ; 
Job xii. 5; Prov. xx. 14; Isa. i. 18; Jer. xxx. 17; 
Ho8. xiv. 7; S. Matth. v. 10; S. Luke xxiv. 26; S. 
John vii. 8. 

10. It exalts. Phil. ii. 1, &c. ; 2 Tim. ii. 5 ; Heb. 
xii. 11 ; S. James i. 12 ; 1 S. Pet. iv. 17. 

11. By tribulation a man is known. Ex. i. 12 
Judges iii. 1; Ps. xvii. 3; xciv. 12; Prov. xx. 30 
XXV. 4; Eccles. i. 18; Zech. xiii. 9; Wisd. iii. 5 
Ecclus. ii. 5 ; xxvii. 5. Some it purifies, some it har 
dens, wherefore the Church prays that we may be 
blessed and defended in all ^^ time of our tribulation .'' 
See Litany. 

12. If the righteous are afiSiicted here, how great shall 
be the punishment of the wicked in the life to come. 
Prov. xi. 21 J Isa. xix. 17; Jer. xii. 1; xxv. 29; xUx, 
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12; Ezek. ix. 6; Joel iii. 16; Mai. iii. 2; Ecclus. xxxii. 
10 ; S. James iv. 4. 

13. God comforts the afflicted and distressed. See 
Gospel. Gen. v. 29; 2 Chron. xxxiv. 27; Ps. xxxiv. 
18 ; xci. 15 ; Prov. xii. 25 ; Isa. Ixi. 1 ; Ixvi. 13 ; Jer. 
xxxi. 16, 17 ; Micah v. 5 ; S. John xvi. 1 ; 2 Cor. i. 3 ; 
Jer. XXX. 17; xxxiii. 6; xxxi. 7 — 10; Isa. li. 3, 9, 11, 
12, 17, 23. ''For I, even 1, am He that comforteth 
thee, saith the Lord.'' 

III. Humbleness of mind. We are to humble our- 
selves as little children under the hand of our Father, 
and so to imitate the Holy Innocents of all ages. 

1. Humility and its effects. 

a. It instructs. Prov. xi. 2. 

b. It enriches. Prov. xxxi. 29. 

c. It gives wisdom. Ps. cxix. ; S. Matth. xi. 25. 

d. It opens the gates of Paradise. Rev. iii. 8. 

e. It clothes the naked. Ps. xlv. 10. 

f. It is exalted in the heavenly places. See Gospel 
for S. MichaePs Day. 

" Whosoever shall humble himself as this little child, 
the same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.'' 
" For of such is the kingdom of heaven." 

2. On humility in geperal consider these texts : Gen. 
iii. 19; xviii. 27; xlvi. 32; Ex. iii. 11; Cant. ii. 1; 
Isa. viii. 6 ; xl. 4 ; Ixvi. 2 ; Jer. i. 6 ; Ezek. i. 25 ; 
Amos vii. 14; Zech. ix. 9; Wisdom vi. 7; Ecclus. 
iii. 25 ; S. Matth. iii. 11, 15; iv. 19; v. 3; S. Luke 
i. 38, 49; ii. 51 ; vii. 38; Rom. xii. 16; 1 Cor. i. 27; 
XV. 9 ; Phil. ii. 3, 8 ; Heb. xi. 23 ; S. James i. 21 ; 
iv. 6 ; Rev. xix. 10. 

3. So, he who would ascend to virtue must ^fescend first 
(like the Holy Child Jesus, the Lord of glory) by humi- 
lity : 1 Sam. ii. 3, 8; Job xxii. 29; Ecclus. x. 14; xi. 
1 ; S. Matth. xviii. 4 ; S. Luke i. 48, 52 ; 1 S. Pet. v. 6. 

4. For the Lord has chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the mighty (the Holy Innocents and 
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Herod.) 1 Sam. xv. 17; 2 Sam. vii. 8; Ps. Ixxviii. 7 ; 
Amos vii. 15; S. Mattb. iv. 18; 1 Cor. i. 27.^ 

y. Lastly^ consider how the saints have always sought 
and longed to be humble — 

Moses. Ex. iii. 11 ; vi. 12. Gomp. 1 Sam. xviii. 18 ; 
Isa. vi. 5^ 8 ; Jer. i. 6. 

David. Ps. cxxxi. 1^ 2 ; cxxxix. 6 ; cxxiii. 2. 

Hannah. 1 Sam. ii. 6^ &c. 

The Blessed Virgin. 1 Sam. i. 11 ; Ps. cxxxviii. 6; 
S. Luke i. 48. 

S. Paul. Jobxxxii. 6; Jer. xlv. 5 ; Col. iii. 12; Ps. 
xxxiv. 2; Ixix. 32; cxiii. 6; Isa. Ivii. 15; S.James 
iv. 6 ; Rom. xii. 16. 

Types. Egypt of old had been marked out as a place 
of retreat. 

Abraham twice sought refuge in Egypt^ but did it of 
his own mind^ leaving the Holy Land, to which God 
had led him. Gen. xii. 1 — 4, 10. 

Lot, flying for refuge to Zoar. 

Isaac, driven by famine to Gerar, forbidden to go to 
Egypt. Gen. xxvi. 1, 2 — 6. 

Jacob, flying from his brother's anger. Gen. xxvii. 
41 — 43 ; xxviii. 1 — 5. 

Joseph, sold by his brethren into Egypt. Gen. 
xxxvii. 28, 36. 

The patriarchs driven by famine into Egypt, and fed 
there by Joseph. Gen. xlii. 1 — 3. 

Moses, saved and brought up in the royal house of 
Pharaoh in Egypt, who had slain all the other sons of 
Israel. Ex. i. 22 ; ii. 1—10. 

Moses, driven from Egypt to Midian, for trying to 
save his people. Ex. ii. 11, 15. Gomp. Acts vii. 29; 
Heb. xi. 27 ; S. Matth. ii. 13—15. 

The chosen people, flying from Pharaoh. Ex. xiii., &c. 

David, escaping from Saul. 1 Sam. xxii., xxiii. 23, &c. 

David's flight from his own son, and his own city. 
> See S. Anthony of Padaa'i Moral Coi^cot^wi<QKA« 
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2 Sam. XV. 14; xix. 9; Ps. iii.^ a Psalm of David when 
he fled from Absalom, his son. (See Bible version.) 

Prophecies, Jer. xxx., xxxi. ; Hosea xi. 1. Concern- 
ing Egypt — Num. xxiii. 22 ; xxiv. 8 ; Isa. xix. 18—23 ; 
XXX. 1 — 5; xxxi. 1 — 3; xlvi. 1, 2; Jer. xxxvii. 5, 7; 
1. 2 ; xliii. 10—14. 

Lessons, To follow the innocence of little children — 
their humility, faith, and trust — " For,'^ says a holy 
writer, " Christ loves infancy, which He took on Him- 
self, both mind and body. He loves infancy as the 
mistress of humility, the type of innocence, the form of 
meekness. To infancy He directs the minds of elders 
and brings back the old and learned. It is to this, the 
similitude of little children, that you, most beloved, are 
invited by the mystery of this day's festival.^' S. Leo.^. 

Remember our Lord's own words, *^ Whoso humbleth 
himself," &c. ; and His gracious promise, " Whoso re- 
ceiveth one of these little ones receiveth Me." 

Alleluia. Amen. 

Prayers. 

Collects, for the Day, Christmas Day, S. John, S. 
Stephen^ 6th Sunday after Epiphany, 3rd Sunday in 
Lent, Annunciation, SS. Philip and James, 2nd Sunday 
after Trinity, S. Michael and All Angels, All Saints, and 
these Prayers. 

Blessed Jesus, Who didst gather to Thyself Holy 
Innocents before they knew sin, enable us to retain our 
baptismal innocence, that we may stand with them be- 
fore the throne. And those who have lost it, lead to 
seek penitence, that our robes may be washed and 
made clean in the Blood of Thy Atonement, Blessed 
Lamb of God, that we may not lose our inheritance 
with the Saints in Light. Amen. 

Memorial of the Nativity, 

'^ Almighty Everlasting God, Who hast appointed 
^l&r/ the beginning and perfection of all religion should 

' See Annotated Prayer Book. 
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be exhibited in Thy holy Nativity, grant us, we pray 
Thee, to be numbered in Thy inheritance, in Whom the 
source of ail men's salvation consists. Grant, Lord, 
that as we celebrate Thy adorable birth, so we may one 
day receive with joy Thine eternal rewards. 

*' Grant us, gracious Lord, belief by celebrating Thy 
birth. Whose sacred Mysteries are meat and drink; 
and grant that we who celebrate with joy Thy blessed 
Nativity by partaking sacred mysteries, may by a 
worthy and holy life be made one with Thee eternally. 
Amen.'' — Manual of Spiritual Communion. 

'* Grant that we who thankfully receive Thee as our 
Redeemer, may without fear behold Thee coming again 
as Judge. Amen." 

" That it may please Thee to defend and provide for 
all fatherless children, all that are desolate and oppressed ; 
That it may please Thee to preserve all young children, 

" We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord. 

"That it may please Thee to succour, help, and com- 
fort all that are in danger, necessity, and tribulation, 

" We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord. 

" In all time of our tribulation, 

" In all time of our wealth, 

" In the hour of death, and 

" In the Day of Judgment, 

" Good Lord, deliver us. 

" Lamb of God, that takest away, &c., have mercy 
upon us. 

" Lamb of God, grant us Thy peace." — Litanij. 

On this day, the last of the Christmas Saints' Days, 
let us sing with the little children in the Temple, 
*' Hosanna in the Highest." 

With our own holy Bishop Andrewes say. 

We "praise God for, — 

" The Patriarchs and their faith, 

" The Prophets and their hope, 

" The Apostles and their labours, I 

" The Evangelists and tbeir \\^\., 
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'^ The Martyrs and their blood, 

^' The Confessors and their zeal^ 

'^ The Doctors and their study^ 

'^ The Ascetics and their tears, 

''The Virgins, flowers of purity, celestial gems, 
brides of the Immaculate Lamb, 

''The Innocents and their beauty, flowers of the 
Church, mirrors of virtue, tabernacles of the Holy 
Ghost, 

" For all those whose faith was strong, and whose 
life approved, in whose heart was charity, in whose 
mouth verity, in whose life piety." — Bp. Andrewes, 

" V, These are they who came out of great tribu- 
lation, 

" R. And have made their robes white in the Blood 
of the Lamb. 

" V, They cry day and night unto the Lord, 

" 22. Avenge, Lord, the blood of Thy Saints upon 
the earth. 

" V. These are they which have not stained their 
garments. 

" R. They shall walk in white, being worthy. 

" V. They were bought from among men, 

" R. The first-fruits to God and the Lamb.^' 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive honour 
and glory and blessing." 

Hymns. 
Gospel, 

« Glory to Thee, O Lord, 
Who from this world of un, 
By the fierce Herod's ruthless sword, 
Those precious ones didst win. 

** Glory to Thee, O Lord, 
For now, all grief unknown. 
They wait in patience their reward, 
The martyrs heavenly crown. 
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'< Baptized in their, own blood. 
Earth's untried perils o'er, 
They passed unconsciously the flood, 
And safely gained the shore. 

'* Glory to Thee, for all 

The ransom'd infant band, 
Who since that hour have heard Thy call, 
And reached the quiet land. 

** 0, that our hearts within, 

Like theirs were pure and bright; 
O, that as free from wilful sin. 
We shrink not from Thy sight. 

" Lord, help us every hour. 
Thy cleansing grace to claim ; 
In life to glorify Thy Power, 
In death to praise Thy Name. 

*' All praise, whilst ages run. 
To Father, ever blest ; 
To Spirit, and Eternal Son, 
In flesh made manifest." 

Anon. Book of Common Praise, 53. 
Also Hymns Ancient and Modem, 63^ 228. 

The Babes of Bethlehem. (Epistle.) 

" Sweetest flowers of early spring. 
Holy babes, of you we sing. 
Rose-buds, by the whirlwind shorn. 
On the threshold of the morn. 

*' First who gained the martyr wreath. 
Now your Lord's Blest Feet beneath ; 
Infants still, ye seem to play, 
With the palms and chaplets gay. 

** Virgin-bom, to Thee be praise, 
Now and through eternal days! 
Father, glory be to Thee, 
With the Spirit, One in Three. Amen." 



Daily Service Hymnal^ Nq» ^^. 
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Gospel, 

'* Rachel weeping for her children, 
Flowers in early spring laid low ; 
None may comfort, none may cheer her. 
Faint and pale and worn with woe ! 

" Tet, the slain are bright with glory. 
Now they swell the Victor's song ! 
Theirs the crown, with scarce a struggle. 
First-fruits of the martyr throng. 

" Bethlehem's streets are dark with mourning. 
All is woe and wild despair; 
But within the heavenly city. 
Rides up a vision fair. 

'* Little ones with palms rejoicing, 
In their happy, high estate, 
Following, with eager footsteps, 
Christ, the Lamb Immaculate. 

** There, in that eternal country. 
Men of peace have peace for aye ; 
There the sword is sheathed for ever. 
Foes are banished far away. 

*• Here, Lord, mortify within us. 
Vices which Thine Eye offend ; 
Keep us, children, pure and holy. 
Constant, faithful to the end." 

Daily Service Symnalf 56. 

The Martyr Flowers. (Gospel.) 

" All hail I ye infant martyr flowers, 
Cut off in life's first dawning hours ; 
As rose-buds snapt in tempest strife, 
"When Herod sought your Saviour's life. 

" Yon tender flock of lambs, we sing. 
First victims slain for Christ your King ; 
Beneath the altar's heavenly ray. 
With martyr palms and crowns ye play. 

" For their redemption, glory be, 
O Jbsij 1 Virgin-born, to Thee; 
With Father, and with Holy Ghost, 
For ever from the martyr host. Amen." 

Pbudbntius, 4th cent,, trans, by Dr, Neale. 
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** Te to the heaven-taught soul present 
A token and a sacrament. 

How to the highest room 
Earth's lowliest flowers our Lord receives ; 
Close to His Heart a place He gives, 
Where they shall ever bloom.'* 

J. Keble, 1851, Lyra Innocentium, 

The Home Above. (Epistle.) 

" In Paradise reposing, 
By life's eternal well, 
The tender lambs of Jesus, 
In greenest pastures dwell. 
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There palms and tiny crownlets, 

A-glow with brightest gem, 
Bedeck the baby martyrs. 

Who died in Bethlehem. 

** With them the rose- wreathed army 
Of children undefiled, 
Who passM through mortal torments, 
For love of Christ, the Child ; 

" With them, in peace unending. 
With them, in joyous mirth. 
Are all the stainless infants. 
Which since have gone from earth. 

" The angels, once their guardians. 
Their fellows now in grace. 
With them, in love adoring. 
See God the Father's Face. 

** The lullaby to hush them. 
In that eternal rest, 
Is sweet angelic singing, 
Their nurse, Christ's Mother blest.^ 

** For she who rocked the cradle 
In Nazareth of old, 
Now bendeth o'er the younglings 
Within that happy fold. 

^ Reading this the other day to a poor woman she exclaimed, clasp- 
ing her hands together, '' O beautiful, how beautiful 1 and of course 
9he*d be like to, as they died for HVta V^ 
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O Jbsu, loving Shepherd, 

Who tenderly dost bear 
Thy lambs in Thine own Bosom, 

Bring us to join them there." 

LiTTLBDALB. Pcopk^s Hymnal, 385. 



The Lullaby. 

** O awful Touch of God made Man I 

We have no lack if Thou art here, 
From Thee our infant joys began, 

By Thee our heavier age we bear. 
From Satan's breath, from Herod's sword. 
The cradle where Thou watchest. Lord, 
Is safe ; the avenger's rushing cry 
Is like a sister's lullaby." 

J. Kbble. Lyra Innocentium, No, 4. 



" He shaD gather the lambs into His Bosom." — Isa. xl. 11. 

<* See the Good Shepherd, Jesus, stands 
And calls His sheep by Name, 
Gathers the feeble in His arms, 
And feeds the tender lamb. 

*' He leads them to the gentle stream. 
Where living water flows. 
And guides them to the verdant fields, 
Where sweetest herbage grows. 

** The weakest lambs amidst the flock 
His tender mercies share. 
Whilst folded in our Saviour's arms 
We're free from every snare. 

** Thus may we safely venture through, 
Beneath our Shepherd's care ; 
And keep the gates of heaven in view 
Till we shall enter there. 
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O praise the Father, praise the Son, 

The Lamb for sinners^ven, 
And Holy Ghost, by Whom alone 

Our hearts are raised to heaven. Amen." 

Bp. Hornb. 



HOLT innocents' DAT. 141 



'* They sang as it were a new song." — Epistle. 

'* Sing we the song of those who stand 
Around the eternal throne. 
Of every kindred^ clime, and land, 
A multitude unknown. 

" * Worthy the Lamb for sinners slain,' 
Cry the redeemed above ; 
' Blessing and honour to obtain. 
And everlasting love.' 

" ' Worthy the Lamb,' on earth we sing, 
' Who died our souls to save, 
Henceforth, O death, where is thy sting? 
Thy victory, O grave ?' 

''Then Alleluia, power and praise 
To God in Christ be given ; 
May all who now this anthem raise. 
Renew the strain in heaven. Amen." 

J. MONTOOMSRY. 
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Christ shall give thee light." — Ephes. v. 14. 

*' Son of Man, to Thee we cry. 
By the mighty mystery 
Of Thy dwelling here on earth, 
By Thy pure and lowly birth. 
Lord, Thy Presence let us see. 
Thou our Light and Saviour be. 

*' Lamb of God, to Thee we cry. 
By Thy bitter agony. 
By Thy pan^s to us unknown, 
By Thy Spirit's parting groan. 
Lord, Thy Presence let us see. 
Thou our Light and Saviour be." 

Wbslby. 



*' Lo, a Lamb stood on Mount Zion." 

" O Lamb of God, still keep me 
Near to Thy wounded Side ; 
'Tis only there in safety 
And peace I can abide. 
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Tis only in Thee hiding 

I feel my life secure ; 
Only in Thee abiding, 

The conflict can endure. 

** Soon shall my eyes behold Thee, 
With rapture face to face ; 
One half hath not been told me 
Of all Thy power and grace. 

"Thy beauty, Lord, and glory. 
The wonders of Thy Love 
Shall be the endless story 
Of all Thy Saints above/' 

W. W. How. 

Childermas Day, or the Children's Feast, 

" Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid 

them not.'* 

" Christian children, hear me, 

Children, gather near me. 
Of the children's Lord I sing. 

Of the Child so glorious. 

Of the Child victorious, 
Of the Child the children's King. 

" He on earth a stranger, 

Lying in a manger, 
Pillowed on His mother's breast : 

While that Virgin Mother, 

Blest above all other. 
Gave Him food, and gave Him rest. 

" He had many a fervent 
Happy baby servant. 
Full of courage, full of love ; 
Many a baby martyr. 
Who rejoiced to barter 
Life on earth for life above. 
* * * * 

*' Happy lambs and glorious. 

Lambs o'er wolves victorious. 
Doves that put the hawks to flight ; 

Strength made firm in weakness. 

Victory won by meekness, 
Faith that now is lost in sight. 
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*' Some dsT, some dav, we too 

Your bright home will flee to* 
In your song will cniTe a part ; 

Meanwhile voii above us 

Verv dearlv love us 
As we you with all our heart." 

J. M. Nbalb. Pe€pUi*s Hywmal, 360. 



*' There's a Friend for little children, 

Above the bright blue sky, 
A Friend that never changes. 

Whose love will never die. 
Unlike our friends by nature 

Who change with changing years. 
This Friend is always worthy 

The precious Name He bears. 

*' There's a rest for little children 

Above the bright blue sky, 
Who love the blessed Saviour, 

And to His Father cry. 
A rest from every trouble. 

From sin and danger free. 
There every little pilgrim 

Shall rest eternally. 
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There's a home for little children 

Above the bright blue sky, 
Where Jesus reigns in glory, 

A home of peace and joy ; 
No home on earth is like it, 

Nor can with it compare, 
For every one is happy. 

Nor can be happier there. 



" There's a crown for little children 

Above the bright blue sky. 
And all who look to Jesus 

Shall wear it by-and-by ; 
A crown of brightest glory 

Which He shall sure bestow 
On all who love the Saviour, 

And walk with Him below. 
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There*8 a song for little children 

Above the bright blue sky. 
And a harp of sweetest music 

For their hymn of victory ; 
And all above is pleasure. 

And found in Christ alone : 
O come, dear little children. 

That all may be your own. Amen." 

Anon. 
The People's Hymnal, 

Holy Baptism, 

" Glad sight, the Holy Church 

Spreads forth her wings of love, 
To welcome to her heart a child 
Begotten from above. 

" Begotten at the font 

By God the Spirit's power, 
A gentle lamb from Satan snatched 
In childhood's helpless hour. 

" E'en now around the font 
Unseen by mortal eye. 
Bright ministering Angels watch 
The wondrous mystery. 

** There to receive their charge 
In readiness they stand, 
And long to guide its feeble steps 
To their own happy land. 

" And all the host of heaven 
Rejoice before the Lord, 
To see one child of fallen man 
A child of God restored. 

** Praise Him Who made,— praise Him 
Who did redeem our race. 
Praise Him Who doth us sanctify 
With pure baptismal grace. Amen." 

See also Hymns Ancient and Modem, 110^ 209. 
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God eternal, mighty King," &c. 

Hymns Ancient and Modem, 229. 
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" O Holy Lord, content to dwell. 
In a poor home, a lowly Child," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 230. 

" Jesu meek and gentle, 
Son of God Most High," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 189. 

Death of the New Baptized. 

** The dew of Thy birth is of the womb of the morning." — 
^ Psalm ex. 

" What purer, brighter sight on earth than when 
The sun looks down upon a drop of dew. 
Hid in some nook from all but angels' ken. 
And with his radiance bathes it through and through. 
Then into realms too clear for our frail view 
Exhales and draws it with absorbing love ? 
And what if heaven therein give token true 
Of grace that new-born dyin? infants prove. 
Just touched with Jbsus' lignt, then lost in joys above 1*' 

J. Kbblb. Lyra Innocentium, 

Going Home, 

''Is it well with the child? 
" It is well.*' 

" Little baby, thou art gone 
To a far more happy home, 
Then why should we bemoan 
Thy going Home ! 

" Baby, thou wert very dear. 
That is why we shed the tear, 
That is why we so bemoan 
Thy going Home I 

" A little while thou lingerest here 
In this world of sin and fear, 
Then should we so bemoan 
Thy going Home ? 

*' Now thou'rt safe upon that shore 
Where sin and sorrow are no more. 
Then sure we ought not to bemoan 
Thy going Home ! 
II. L 
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" Could we hear thee thou would'st say, 
' Let al] your grief be cleared away, 
What you call death do not bemoan, 
'Twas going Home I 

** * Home ! with my white robei all unitained, 
Safe Home ! ere ought of earth had pained. 
Then sure you should not so bemoan 
My going Home ! 

" ' Folded safe to its Shepherd's breast. 
Your little lamb doth sweetly rest. 
Dear ones, you must not so bemoan 
Its going Home ! 

** * O could you see how sweetly here 
I sleep beneath His angels' care, 
Fm sure you could no more bemoan 
My going Home 1 

*• * They love me, feed me day by day. 
From their care I never stray. 
So, dear ones, do not so bemoan 
My going Home ! 

" * But think, how baby's waiting you 
Far beyond the sky of blue, 
A.nd you will not long bemoan 
My going Home !' 

" Sleep, darling, sleep, and take thy rest. 
For ever safe, for ever blest. 
And we will no more bemoan 
Thy going Home !" 

Anon. 



EucharisHe. 

" T worship Thee, Lord Jesu, 
As children did of old. 
Who sang, within Thy temple, 
Hosannas manifold. 

'* I worship Thee, Lord Jbsu ! 
Who, on Thine Altar laid. 
In this most awful Service, 
Our Food and Drink art made. 
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" I worship Thee, Lord Jbsu t 
Who, in Thy Love Divine, 
Art hiding here Thy Godhead 
In forms of Bread and Wine. 

" I worship Thee, Lord Jesu ! 
And kneeling unto Thee, 
As Thou didst come to Mary 
I pray Thee come to me. 
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I worship Thee, Lord Jesu? 

My King and Saviour mild. 
Thou hast blessed other children. 

Bless also me, Thy child." 

People's Hynutalf 351. 



Memorial of the Nativity. 

'* Jesu, God and Man, 

For love of children once a child, 
O Jesu, God and Man, 
We hail Thee, Saviour, sweet and mild. 

" Jesu, God and Man, 

Make us poor children dear to Thee, 
And lead us to Thyself 
To love Thee for eternity. 

** Jesu, Mary's Son, 

On Thee for grace we children call, 
Make us all men to love, 
But to love Thee beyond them all. 

'* Jesu, bless our work, 

Our sorrows soothe, our sins forgive; 
happy, happy they 
Who in the Church of Jesus live ! 

** O God, most great and good. 

At work or play, by night, by day, 
Make us remember Thee, 
Who so rememberest us alway.** 

F. Fabbr. 
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The Guardian Angels. 

** In heaven their angels do always behold the face of My 
Father/' &c. Gospel for S. Michaers Day. 

" How happy are the children 

Of Christ the King on high ! 
His Father is their Father, 

He loves them tenderly. 
He sends His mighty angels 

To watch around them still, 
To keep their feet from falling, 

Their hearts and tongues from HI. 
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The angels are good spirits 

Who always see His Face, 
No grief can ever touch them. 

Nor any sin disgrace. 
All holy, pure, and shining 

They God's own joy partake, 
And yet they love poor children. 

For our dear Saviour's sake. 



" All day they guard and guide us. 

At home, at school, at play. 
And from all hidden danger 

They turn our feet away ; 
And when we rest in darkness 

Upon our lowly beds, 
They stand our great defenders 

Around our sleeping heads. 

" Sweet, holy thoughts they whisper. 

Kind, gentle deeds approve. 
It makes our angels happy 

When we each other love. 
By falsehood, sin, and anger. 

We turn their joy to pain. 
Nor will they lose their sadness 

Till we repent again. 
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It most of all delights them 
When we kneel down to pray. 

To lift to God in heaven 
The feeble words we say ; 
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And when in church or schoolroom 

We sing our Saviour's praise, 
They join their own sweet singing 

To the poor hymns we raise. 

" When we grow old and lonely. 

And health and strength are gone. 
And all our friends before us 

Departed one by one. 
The angels will not leave us 

Till death itself be past. 
And to our Heavenly Father 

Will bear our souls at last. Amen.'' 

F. Faber. 

Scriptures for to-day : Gospel and Epistle^ which are 
the same throughout the Catholic Churchy i.e. Eastern^ 
Western, and British. 

The Proper Lessons : Jer. xxxi.^ and Wisdom i. ; also 
Gospel and Epistle for the Feast of S. Michael and All 
Angels;^ S. John v. ; Rev. xxii. ; Ps. viii. y^ S. Mark x. 
&c. &c. 

IntroiU '^Out of the mouths of very babes and 

' There to-day's vision and lessons meet us again ; as we are shown 
in the Epistle, the holy angels fighting and conquering for the faith- 
fid servants of the Lamb, and the Evil One trying to destroy them, 
(Gospel for to-day.) The Gospel shows us how these mighty angels, 
who always behold the Father's Face, joyfully succour and defend 
His little ones on earth, — to-day's Gospel records their care over 
the Holy Child, in the direction of Joseph hy an angel. S. Matth. 
ii. 13, " The angel of the Lord," &c. 

3 Our Lord Himself has given this Psalm to the little children, 
(S. Matth. xxi. 16.) It is especially appropriate, therefore, to the 
Holy Innocents ; above all, it is true of Him, *' out of Whose mouth 
strength was ordained,'* *' the Eternal Word," ** unto us a Child is 
born," &c. S. Paul further teaches us to use this Psalm as the 
Church does, not on Christmas, but on Ascension Day, to show how 
'* highly exalted" the once despised and lowly Child of scorn at Beth- 
lehem has become, for we see Jesus who "was made a little lower 
than the angels," &c., (Heb. i. 6, 8 ; 1 S. Pet. iii. 22.) It is a 
thanksgiving of the Church for Him Who " for our sakes has despised 
not the shame," &c., (Heb. xii. 2 ;) therefore especially for the In- 
carnation and for this day, when the little children glorified Him b^ 
their deaths. 
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sucklings bast Thou ordained strength^ because of Thine 
enemies." Ps. 

^^ Lord our Governor, bow excellent is Thy Name 
in all the world, Thou that hast set Thy glory above 
the heavens.'' 

Glory, &c. 

See Ps. Ixxix., Introit of First Prayer Book.^ 



THE SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 

THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE TEAR. 

The AngeVs Message to 8, Joseph, 
"A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." 

The Tnie Joshua is named ^^ Jesus J* The Sons of God. 

On this Sunday during the holy Christmas week the 
Church still kneels by the cradle of the Holy Child, 
and necessarily the Sunday of this week, (the last of 
the old year,) carries on the teaching concerning the 
Sacred Nativity and the holy Mystery of the Incarna- 
tion, and, it has been well said, *^ forms a kind of 
Low Sunday to Christmas Day itself.^' The Collect is 
the same, but the '^ Eucharistic Scriptures'' strike a 
new chord in our Christmas song of rejoicing. Then 
the Epistle and Gospel set before us the Eternal Son- 
ship of the Holy Child, and the wondrous condescension 
of the Sacred Word in taking upon Him man's nature 
and submitting to weakness, and pain, and suffering 
for our sakes. To-day the mighty wonder is completed 

* In the First Prayer Book Introits were appointed for every 

celebration of the Holy Communion. They were taken from the 

Psalms, and were printed before the Collect, — but Hymns have been 

generally substituted since their omission. See Annotated Prayer 

Hook, 
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and theraeasure of His love filled to overflowing, as the 
Church sets before us not only the descending God, 
but ascending man, through '' the exaltation of human 
nature by the condescension of God/' On the one 
day we are shown the Everlasting Son " becoming the 
Son of Man, (Christmas Day Epistle ;) on the other 
(see Epistle to-day) the sons of men are shown to us 
becoming the sons of God through the adoption won 
for them by the Holy Child Jesus. We are heirs of 
God through Jesus Christ because of the fulfilment 
of the promise conveyed by His Name, ' He shall save 
His people from their sins/ '' It shows a new side of 
the Sun of Righteousness turned towards us, and 
shedding a new light on the history of the Holy Na- 
tivity, and the privileges and graces we gain by it, 
which we are evidently intended to meditate upon in 
order to increase our personal love and gratitude to 
the Holy Child, (Whose every step the Church is 
lingering over,) ere we pass on to the next great event 
of His Holy Childhood, and well fills up the eight days' 
pause, ere we begin to contemplate His Suffering lAfe. 

We have already partly considered this angelic visit 
recorded in to-day's Gospel, as it came in the actual 
order of events connected with the history of the Blessed 
Virgin Mother, (see p. 17,) and considered the holiness 
of the saintly Joseph, which exalted him to so high an 
honour as to become the earthly care-taker and guardian 
of the Only-Begotten of the Father, and to be His 
representative as regards the Holy Child, and even to 
be owned by Christ Himself as father; see S. Luke 
ii. 48, 41, 51, also hymn below. 

To-day we find an especial message from heaven 
giving him a paternal right over the Holy Child as . 
man, when he is bidden, (as it was the custom for the 
father to do, S. Luke i. 62, 63,) to give Him the Holy 
Name of Jesus, which He was to receive as man, as 
the angel had already foretold to the Blessed M»:r^. 
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Comp. S. Luke i. 31. Observe^ bow the angel calls 
Joseph the "Son of David/' to remind bim of tbe 
Royal Line from which Messiah should spring. This is 
one of the few times in the New Testament in which 
God directs His servants by dreams.^ 

The Evangelist closes the account of tbe angePs visit 

and the commission to Joseph by reminding us of the 

ancient prophecy of Isaiah^ and how this Holy Child 

was to be not only Jesus^ the Saviour or " daysman/' 

between God and man, comp. 1 S. John ii. 1> 2 ; 1 Tim. 

ii. 5 ; Job ix. 33, but also the " Very God of Very 

God/' " Immanuel, God with us/' (Isa. vii. &c.) The 

true Melchisedek, *' without father and without mother/' 

according to the flesh, '' having neither beginning of 

days nor end of life," " The Son of God/' who abideth 

"a Priest for ever," continuallv of the true "taber- 

nade/' (Isa. iv. 5, 6; ix. 6; vii. 14; Gen. iv. 1, 25 ; 

1 Sam. iv. 21 ;) ^' which the Lord pitched and not 

man/' (Heb. vii. 1, 3 ; viii. 1, 2.) 

In such simple words and few, have we the record of 
one of the most Blessed Events which ever happened to 
man, i.e., the formal announcement of that sacred 
Name which ever since has been to all bruised, broken, 
sorrowful hearts as the '^ointment poured forth/' 
faintly shadowed out by his name who once led the 
chosen people into the promised land — *' Joshua the 
son of Nun." He was the type of the true Joshua '^ or 
Jesus," Who should "save His people from their 
sins," and lead them into the eternal rest of the ever- 
lasting sabbath. See Heb. iv. 3, 11, 14, Easter Eve 
Lesson. 

In the Epistle S. Paul describes the gift of the 
eternal sonship which shall be ours as ^^ heirs of God, 

1 *< No communications by dreams are mentioned in the New 
Testament except those to S. Joseph at the beginning of the Gos- 
pel, (S. Matth. ii. 13, 19, 22,) and to the Magi, (S. Matth. ii. 12,) 
and to Pilate's wife, (a Gentile,) chap, xxvii.'* See Wordsworth on 
S, Matth, ii. All these are especial messages concerning the Lord. 
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and joint heirs with Christ/^ which we partake as 
being members of the Holy Child, by Whosd ^^anoint- 
ing" (1 S. John ii. 20, 27 ; 2 Cor. i. 21 ; Heb. i. 9,) we 
become ^^ members of Christ, children of 6od^ and 
inheritors of the kingdom of heaven," (Church Cate- 
chism,) Who hath Himself taught us to cry, ^^Abba, 
Father ;" " when ye pray, say. Our Father," &c., 
(S. Luke xi. 2; S. Matth. vi. 9.) He can give us 
" power to become sons of God,'^ for He is not only 
our Saviour, but the Anointed, Who will share with 
us as His ^' joint heirs and brethren" all the gifts of 
His Father, even '^the unction of the Holy One, 
whereby we know all things." Comp. Gal. iii. 26, 27 ; 
Ephes. i. 5, 7j Tit. ii. 14; Heb. ix. 12; IS. Pet. i. 
18, 19; ii. 9; Rom. v. 5; viii. 17, &c. &c. 
. For He is the Christ, i.e., the Anointed of the 
Lord. S. Luke iii. 21, 22 ; iv. 18 ; Isa. Ixi. 1 ; and 
that in His Three-fold character, as the Head of deliver- 
ance to His people. 

I. He is the Anointed Prophet, like unto Moses, 
commissioned, as were Moses and Elias, to reveal the 
Divine Will to man. His people are called Christians, 
or the "anointed ones." 

II. He is the Anointed Priest, as was Aaron, to 
sacrifice for sin, as was Melchisedek, the Eternal Un- 
changed Priest of a yet higher order, before Aaron. 

III. The Anointed King, as was David (whose son 
Joseph is called, see Gospel) of old, to be the champion 
of Israel, their guide, shepherd, and ruler for evermore. 
Ps. xxiii. 

IV. Through this Christ we must be anointed also, 
by the same Spirit Who anointed Him, and is now 
conferred solely through Him ; thus are we to obtain 
the unction of the Holy One, which is from above, the 
seal and gifts of the Holy Ghost. ^ 

' See Dr. Mill's Lectures on the Catechism, Lect. ix. 
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The Collect teaches when this adoption is first given 
to U8^ and being the same as that of Christmas Day, 
joins together marvellously the haman birth of the 
Holy Child, and the new and divine birth of the Chris- 
tian Child, the adoption of the sons of God, when in 
the waters of Holy Baptism, the unction of the Holy 
One is shed abroad in our hearts, the " old Adam is 
buried,^' and the life of the New and Second Adam 
restored to us. Then is that new and eternal life begun 
which, if '^ only hearts be true,'' is to be a well of 
life springing up for ever in the regenerate soul, until 
strengthened, fed, cleansed, restored^ with robes washed 
white in the Saviour's Blood ; the last pardon granted, 
the last absolution pronounced by the great High Priest 
of the Sanctuary on high; the adopted sons shall 
dwell in their "Father's bouse of many mansions,'' 
and shall hear Him Whose Birth here was the cause of 
their new birth there, pleading before the Father's 
Throne, and saying to His Father and ours — " Father, 
this Thy child was dead and is alive^ was lost and is 
foundj take away the filthy garments and bring forth 
the white robe of My righteousness, that he may be 
clothed in it for ever." 

How blessed the gifts of love thus set before us, and 
how sad the tale which our own hearts tell us, of our 
wasted privileges, our broken vows, our careless prayers, 
our faint endeavours, our cold hearts, our weak, incon- 
stant, cowardly, faltering love, to this all-loving Child 
and Saviour ! Our evil tempers and desires, our un- 
CnRisT-like lives, and (but for the Father's love) our 
long ago forfeited inheritance. Do not our hearts fail 
within us ? as on this last Sunday of the year we look 
back on the time that is passed away for ever, and seem 
to hear the words of the great Apostle ringing in our 
ears, Heb. vi. 1 — 6, '* It is impossible for those who 
were once enlightened," &c. S. Matth. xii. 31, 32 ; Heb. 

26 ; 2 S. Pet. ii. 20 ; IS. John v. 16. How could we 
suc4 words from the Lips of God Himself, did we 
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not remember the aDgel message to-day, "He shall 
save His people from their sins V Were it not for the 
thought of this, as we compare our soiled robes and 
stained hearts with the white garments and the spotless 
lives of the Holy Innocents, whom we last considered, 
might we not envy their certain safety, their secured 
rest, and long that we too had been folded to the Shep- 
herd^s Loving Arms, whilst cleansed and pure I But 
there is " balm in Gilead/' This Holy Child Jesus came 
"to set at liberty those that are bound, to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to heal the bruised/' Isa. Ixi. 1, &c. 
He is still " a Covert from the storm, a strength to the 
poor and the needy in his distress, a shadow from the 
heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm 
against the wall/' Isa. xxv. 4 ; iv. 6. He still calls to 
uSy " Wash you and make you clean," &c. Isa. i. 16. 
Still promises, "Thoup;h your sins were as scarlet," &c. 
Isa. i. 18; Ps. li. 7; Rev. vii. 14; Micah vi. 2; "For 
this is the confidence we have in Him.*' 1 S. John v. 14, 
16—21; comp. ver. 12, 13; and Heb. vi. 9, 18—20; 
that it shall be true of us as of His erring people of 
old — " In all their afflictions/' &c. ; " in His love and in 
His pity. He redeemed them," &c. Isa. Ixiii. 1 — 7, 9. 
And "the angel of His Presence saved them," for the 
same S. Paul tells us " we have a great High Priest," 
&c. Heb. iv. 15, 16; "By Whom and in Whom we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in the time of 
need." This is in fact the petition with which the Col- 
lect sums up our thoughts to-day, and bids us ask for 
the daily renewing of that Holy Spirit, which is ours 
by adoption and grace. Comp. these references, S. 
John iii. 16 ; i. 14 ; iii. 3, 5 ; i. 12, 13 ; iv. ; Heb. 
ii. 16; Isa. vii., ix., xxv., Ixiii.; Tit. iii. 5; Zech. iii. ; 
Acts iv. 12 ; v. 81 ; xiii. 23, 38 ; S. Matth. xi. 28 ; 
ITim. i. 15; 1 S. John ii. U 

' These are the words with which the Church bids aU the sorrowful 
and penitent welcome to the altar, there to touch. tVi<& Vi««!L ^1 ^^ ^^"^ j 
ment of the Saviour, the sure Healer. 
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I. Consider the Holy Child Jesus to-day as the 
Joshua Who leads us out into the Heavenly Canaan^ the 
land of our rest^ where there remaineth a rest to the 
people of God. See Deut. xxxiv. 9 ; Isa. xi. 2 ; Dan. 
vi. 3 ; Numb, xxvii. 18, 23 ; Ex. xxiv. 13 ; Deut. i. 38 ; 
Isa. xliii. 1 — 17; Josh. i. 5; Deut. xxxi. 8, 23; 
Zeeh. vi. 9—15 ; iv. 1—10. 

II. Consider the Holy Child Jesus as our Saviour. 

For He is, — 

'' Jesus.'' S. Matth. i. ; S. Luke ii. 21. 

" Jesus Himself.'' Rev. xxii. 16. 

"A Saviour Jesus." Acts xiii. 23. 

" The Saviour of the world." 1 S. John iv. 14. 

"A Saviour which is Christ the Lord." S. 
Luke ii. 11. 

'^ Jesus Christ." Col. i. 2. 

^^ The Great God and our Saviour." Titus ii. 13. 

"Anointed." Ps. ii. 2. 

" Christ the Lord." S. Luke ii. 11. 

" The Lord Christ." Col. iii. 24. 

" The Christ of God." S. Luke ix. 20. 

"The Lord's Christ," (or Anointed.) S. Luke 
ii. 26. 

"The Christ the Son of the Blessed." S. Mark 
xiv. 61. 

" The Christ the Saviour of the world." S. John 
iv. 42. 

III. This Saviour is, — 

Our Refuge. 2 Sam. xxii. 3; 2 Kings xiii. 1; Isa. 
xix. 20; xliii. 3; xi. 10. 

Our God. "The only wise God our Saviour." 
S. Jude 25 ; Rom. xvi. 27; 1 Tim. i. 17; ii. 3. 

"As such will come again to Judge." Phil. iii. 
20} Acts V. 31; Ephes. v. 23; 1 Tim. i. 1; 1 Cor. 
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XV. ; Tit. i. 4 ; ii. 13 ; 2 Tim. i. 1, 9, 10, 12, 18 ; 
2Tbe88. i. 10; 1 S. Pet. i. 20. 

" He is the Hope of His true sons.'' Tit. ii. 10—13, 
14; Col. iii. 4; 2 Tim. iv. 1, 8; Heb. ix. 28; 1 S. Pet. 
i. 7 ; IS. John iii. 2. 

"Is forgotten by the faithless." Ps. cvi. 21, 23, 
24; Ezek. xiii. 5; xxii. 30; Heb. iii. 13; Ps. cvi. 43, 
44; Judges ii. 16; Neh. ix. 27, &c.; Judges iii. 7; 

1 Sam. xii. 9 ; Ps. cvi. 13 ; Deut. iv. 9 ; Prov. iii. 1 ; 
Ps. ix. 17; Job viii. 13; Ps. 1. 22; Jer. xxiii. 27, 39. 

He is the Joy of His Saints, — "their Precious 
Faith.'' S. Luke i. 47 ; Tit. i. 13 ; iii. 4, 6 ; 1 S. John 
iv. 9, 10; V. 9—15, 17; 2 S. Pet. i. 1; Rom. i. 12; 

2 Cor. iv. 13 ; Tit. i. 4. 

IV. His Invitation to His sons and heirs. S. Matth. xi. 

" Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will refresh you," (give you rest.) The 
Church repeats His invitation at the altar. 

Analysis of subject — 

1. Christ's Invitation explained by His command, 
" Take My yoke," &c. 

2. His Promise guaranteed to those who seek. 

Subdivision — 

Christ's Invitation, — " Come." 

1. Its simplicity, — " Come." 

2. Spirituality,— " Unto Me." Nothing short of 
Me, nothing earthly, nothing out of Me. 

8. Universality, — " All." No special prerogative, no 
arbitrary election. 

4. The Universal requirements, — A sense of toil, 
i.e., of sin. 

V. Its Explanation. 

To come in the way of — 

1. Submission, — " Take My yoke." 
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2. Invitation, — '* Learn of Me,'* 

The pathway of obedience is the way of Christ. 

The Promise — rest, 

" 1. Given by Christ, 'I will give.' 

'^ 2. Sought by the faithful. And again, 

1. The opposite of the earthly heaviness and labour. 

2. The opposite also of the cross by which neverthe- 
less it is gained^ i.e., the yoke of the rest of the soul.^'^ 

^' There remaineth a rest/' when the King shall wel- 
come His faithful children home, saying, " Come^ ye 
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world, for,'' &c. 
Comp. Rev. xxi. 7 ; 1 S. Pet. i. 4, 9; iii. 9; Bom. 
viii. 17, 31—39; 1 S. Pet. iii. 22. 

Consider, lastly, how our true Joshua will lead us to 
the heavenly rest, here promised ; and how the Christian 
rest of the Lord^s Day is a type of and preparation for 
this eternal rest, (Heb. iv. 8, 11^) which is obtained by 
our High Priest Joshua or Jesus, (Heb. iv. 8.) Comp 
these references. Gen. ii. 2; Exod. xx. 1 1 ; xxxi. 17; Lev 
xxiii. 15; 2 Chron. xxxvi. 21; Isa. i. 13; Ivi. 4; Lam 
i. 7; ii. 6; Ezek. xx. 12, 13; xxii. 8; xxiii. 38; xliv 
24; Hosea ii. 11; Isa. Ivi. 2; Exod. xvi. 23, 25, 29; 
Lev. xvi. 31; xxiv. 8; Numb, xxviii. 10; 1 Chron 
ix. 32 ; Isa. Iviii. 13 ; Amos viii. 5 ; S. Mark ii. 27, 28 ; 
Ezek. xlv. 17; 8. Matth. xii. 8, &c. &c. 

Scriptures for to-day : Special Lessons, Isa. xxxvii., 
xxxviii. ; Second Sunday, xli., xliii.; Psalm viii. 19 ; and 
Epistles and Gospels of the Eastern and Western 
Churches, i.e. Epistles, English, Sarum^ and Boman, 

^ Rev. R. M. Benson. 

^ ConBider how the ancient Sabbath was appointed in memory of 
God's rest on the seventh day, (Gen. ii.) and as a type of the pro- 
mised rest. Now the Lord^s Day, or Sunday, the ancient day of 
rest, is sanctified and glorified by Christ, and changed to the first 
^j f or eighth (the day of His Resurrection.) See " Footprints:*' 
"^ iter Day. 
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Gal. iv. 1 — 7; Eastern, Gal. iii. 11 — 15: Gospels, 
Sarum and Roman, S. Luke ii. 32 — 40; Eastern, S. 
Matth. ii. 13—23. 

Introit, " For while all things were in quiet silence, 
and that night was in the midst of her swift course, 
Thy Almighty Word leaped down from heaven out of 
Thy royal Throne. (Ps.) The Lord is King, and 
hath put on glorious apparel ; the Lord hath put on 
His apparel and girded Himself with strength. Glory,*' 
&€., and Fs. cxxi. 

Prayers. 

Collect for Christmas, S. Stephen, S. John, Holy 
Innocents, 6th after Epiphany, 12th, 13th, and 25th after 
Trinity, SS. Simon and Jude, All Saints, &c., and these : 

" most Gracious Saviour, Who on the first day 
of the week didst rise again from the dead, raise up 
our souls to newness of life, granting us repentance 
from dead works, and planting us in the likeness of 
Thy Resurrection. Amen.** — Hours of Pray 67; Clewer, 

"0 Saviour of the world. Who by Thy Cross and 
Frecious Blood hast redeemed us, save us and help us, 
we humbly beseech Thee, Lord.** — Prayer Book. 

" Mercifully grant, Lord, that the old Adam in 
us may be so buried that the new Adam may be raised 
up in us. Amen. 

" Grant that all carnal aflTections may die in us, and 
all things belonging to the Spirit may rise and grow 
in us. 

" Grant that we may have power and strength to 
have victory and to triumph over the devil, the world, 
and the flesh. Grant that all who have been dedicated 
to Thee by the office and ministry of Thy Friests may 
also be endued with heavenly virtues, and everlastingly 
rewarded, through Thy mercy, Blessed Lord God, 
Who dost live and govern all things, world without 
end. Amen.** — Baptismal Office. 
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*^ We praise Thee, Savioue, for— 

'^Thy Sayings, 

"Thy Sermons, Homilies^ 

^^ Discourses, 

" Conversations, 

*^ Intercessions, 

*^ Prayers, 

** Examples, 

Signs, Mysteries, 

For the blessings conveyed by all the Grace and 
Loving-kindness of Thy Miracles. 
" For the Parables of— 
" The Two Debtors, 
" The Good Samaritan, 
" The Publican and Pharisee, 
" The servant that owed ten thousand talents, 
'' The Good Shepherd, 
" The Prodigal Son, 
" The called at the eleventh hour. 
*^ For the instances of Thy mercy — 
<( For Thy long-suflFering, &c., 
" For Thy receiving sinners, &c., 
" For Thy seven last words, 
*' For Thy Precious Death, 
(f For Thy Transfiguration, 
'' For Thy Visible Advent. 
" As a shadow — 

" The coming upon and overshadowing, 
" At the Incarnation of Christ, 
" Thy Invisible Advent by the Holt G^osT on the 
Apostles gathered in prayer, 

Thy often visitation thenceforth. 

In calling — 

Calling away from sin, 
" Calling out of the world, 
" Recalling from backsliding. 

In Thy pleading for us. 
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" For the triumph of Thy mercy — 
" Thy Name^s sake, 
" The glory of Thy Name, 
'' The truth of Thy Promise, 
" Intervention of Thine oath, 
" Comfort of Thy Love, 
'' That standeth at the door, and knocketh, 
'' Whose place is the Throne of Grace, 
^* The Mercy-seat/' — Bp. Andrewes. 
" The Kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen/^ 

Lessons. 

A loving trust in this Saviour causes sorrow for the 
many times we grieve Him ; return to Him whenever 
we leave Him with true and loving penitence. 

To seek His blessing and forgiveness, grace and help, 
cleansing, and remission, in all the means of grace ap- 
pointed by Him. . 

To seek rest in Him only. To trust Him for all 
and with all, the future, past, and present of our lives. 

To remember His warnings and His loving invita- 
tions. 

To sanctify all His holy days, especially the Lord^s 
Day, as well as other holy days consecrated by the 
Church. 

To remember that our Sabbath,' or Lord^s Day,^ 
though changed and glorified, is to be kept as holy, and 
more holy than the Jews^, having received a threefold 

' "Sabbath." The observance of tbe Sabbath," or day of religious 
rest, dates from the creation, and is grounded upon it, (Ex. xx. 1 1 ;) 
St therefore concerns aU men. " There . remaineth a rest (a Sab- 
batism, (rafifiarifffi6s) to the people of God.'* The Apostle argues 
(Heb. iv. 9) that God's rest after the creation is figurative and pro- 
phetic of the rest of Eternity. See Wordsworth, Gen. ii. 1 ; and 
** Footprints of the Lord," Easter Eve. 

> ** Lord's Day," Sunday, tbe day on which the Light of Creation 
dawned on the world ; the day also on which the Light ot '^^«q£^> 

II. K 
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consecration from God the Father, the Sos, and Holy 
Ghost, — when God rested on it, the Son rose upon it, 
and the Holy Ghost descended on it. 

To strive to imitate the love and obedience of the 
Sints, (see Gospel, S. Joseph ;) above all, of the Holy 
Child Himself, Who came not to do His own will> but 
the will of Him Who sent Him. 
Lo ! I come to do Thy will.'' 

Hymns, 

The Holy Nativity. (Gospel.) 

" A great and mighty wonder I 
A full and holy cure ! 
The Virgin bears The Infant 
With Yirgin-honour pure. 

" The Word becomes Incarnate, 
And yet remains on high : 
And Cherubim sing anthems 
To shepherds from the sky. 



« 



<c 



And we with them triumphant 

Repeat the hymn ag^in, 
' To God on high be glory. 

And peace on earth to men !' 

While thus they sing your Monarch, 
Those bright angelic bands, 

Rejoice, ye vales and mountains ! 
Ye oceans, clap your hands ! 

** Since all He comes to ransom. 
By all be He adored. 
The Infant born in Bethlehem, 
The Savioub and the Lord ! 



tion dawned in the Resurrection of Christ ; the day on which the 
Light of Sanctification dawned upon the Church by the descent of 
the Holy Ghost from Heaven. Thus a triple Light was given by 
the Three Persons of the Ever Blessed Trinity on the first day, and 
every Sunday, as observed by the Christian Church, is in a certain 
sense a '* Trinity Sunday/' also an '* Easter Day in every week.'' 
Wordtworth on Gen. i. 
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« 



Aqd idol forms ahftll perish. 

And error shall decay. 
And Christ shall wield His sceptre 

Our Lord and God for aye." 

S, AnatoUuSt Greek Hymns, Dr, Neale's tranM, 



Sunday, 

*' day of rest and gladness^ 

O day of joy and light, 
O balm of care and sadness, 

Most beautiful, most bright ; 
On thee the high and lowly 

Through ages joined in tune. 
Sing Holy, Holy, Holy, 

To the great God Triune. 

*' On thee at the Creation 

The light first had its birth. 
On thee for our salvation 

Christ rose from depths of earth; 
On thee our Lord victorious 

The Spirit sent from heaven. 
And thus on thee, most glorious, 

A triple light was given. 

Thou art a holy ladder 

Where angels go and come, 
Each Sunday finds us gladder. 

Nearer to heaven, our home ; 
A day of sweet refection 

Thou art, a day of love, 
A day of resurrection. 

From earth to things above. 

To-day on weary nations 

The Heavenly Manna falls. 
To holy convocations 

The silver trumpet calls : 
Where Gospel Light is glowing, 

With pure and radiant beams, 
And living waters flowing 

With soul-refreshing streams. 

New graces ever gaining 
From this our day of rest. 

We reach the rest remaining 
To spirits of the bleat ; 



« 



« 
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To Holy Ghost be praises, 

To Father and to Son, 
The Church her voice upraises 

To the blest Three in One. Amen." 

C. Wordsworth. 

Hymns for the Last Sunday of the Old Year^ see 
1st Sunday after Christmas^ and 25th Sunday after 
Trinity, in the Christian Year. 

See Ist Lesson, Matins, Isa. xxxviii. ; comp. Josh. 
X. 18. 

To the Saviour. The Prodigal Son. 

"He shall save His people from their sins." 

" And wilt Thou pardon, Lord, 
A sinner such as I ? 
Although Thy book his crimes record 
Of such a crimson dye ? 

" So deep are they engraved. 
So terrible their fear. 
The righteous scarcely shall be saved. 
And where shall I appear P 

** My soul, make all things known. 
To Him who all things sees ; 
That so the Lamb may yet atone 
For thine iniquities. 

** O Thou Physician blest. 
Make clean my guilty soul. 
And me, by many a sin oppressed. 
Restore, and keep me whole. 

" I know not how to praise 
Thy mercy and Thy love ; 
But deign Thy servant to upraise. 
And I shall learn above !" 

S. Joseph of the Studium, translated 
by Dr. Neale. 

Also Hymns Ancient and Modem, 49. 

"O Saviovr of the world forlorn," &c. 
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* JssUy my Lord, my God, my all. 
Hear me, blest Saviour, when I call,'' &c. 
Jbsu, my Lord, 1 Thee adore, 
O make me love Thee more and more." 

Ancient and Modem, 178. 



** All ye who seek for sure relief,'' &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 158. 

" Sweet Saviour, bless us ere we go," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 17* 



Joshua, Jesus, S. Matth. i. 21 ; Zeeh. iii. 1, &c. 

" We have not an High Priest that cannot be touched," &c. 

*' In the white robes of His Priesthood, 
On the mediator's throne, 
Christ receives each one who cometh 
His transgressions there to own. 

" Thou must meet Him in the Judgment, 
In His awful power arrayed ; 
To Him first as Intercessor 
Be thine inmost life displayed. 

" E'en to half-reluctant suppliants. 
Meekly He inclines His ear, 
Catches every broken utterance. 
Every moving pulse of fear. 

** If for words too much bewildered, 
If Thou dare not seek His Face, 
Silent lay thine heart before Him, 
He will understand thy case. 

" Only long to be delivered 

From each remnant of disguise, 
Only let Him lay in ruins 
All thy refuges of lies. 

** Only strive to say, *My Saviour,' 
As thou liest at His Feet ; 
He can from thy dust and ashes 
Spotless holiness complete. 
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** Throuf^h the new strange stillnest roand thee. 
Through the palpitating air, 
A new dawn will steal upon thee. 
How, thou canst not tell, nor where. 

** Pierced hands will touch and bless thee, 
Words descend from highest heaven, 
Breathing through thy heart's recesses, 
* Go, My child, thou art forgiven.' " 

The Name of Jesus, and othet Poems, 



♦ ♦ ♦ « 

''The Priest beheld, and pass'd 
The way he had to go ; 
A careless glance the Levite cast, 
And left me to my woe ; 
But Thou, O Jesu, Mary's Son, console. 
Draw nigh, and succour me, and make me whole. 

** Thou Spotless Lamb Divine, 

Who takest sins away. 
Remove, remove, the load that mine 

Upon my conscience lay. 
And 01 Thy tender mercy grant Thou me 
To find remission of iniquity." 

S, Andrew of Crete, translated by Dr. Neale. 

" As many as are led by the Spirit, they are the sons of God." 

Epistle. 

" Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove," &c. 

Ancient and Modern^ 173. 



»> 




" All the sons of God shouted for joy. 

" Songs of praise the angels sang," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 160. 

'He Cometh unto them walking upon the sea."^ S. Mark 

vi. 48. 

" Fierce was the wild billow ; 
Dark was the night ; 

This miracle was considered by the Fathers a Type of the Incarna- 
As Jesus walked on the sea without changing its nature, so with 
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Oars laboar'd heftvily; 

Foam glimmered white; 
Trembled the mariners ; 

Peril was high ; 
Then said the God of God,— 

' Peace, it is 1 !* 

" Ridge of the mountain wave 

Lower thy crest! 
Wail of Euroclydon, 

Be thoa at rest ! 
Sorrow can never be. 

Darkness must fly. 
Where saith the Light of Light,— > 

* Peace, it is 1 1' 

"Jbsu! Deliverer! 

Come Thou to me $ 
Soothe Thou my voyaging 

Over life's seis I 
Thou, when the storm of death 

Roars sweeping by. 
Whisper, O Truth of Truth,— 

• Peace, it is I !' " 

S. AnatoUus, translated by Dr, Neale, 



" A refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat/' &c. 

Isa. xxT. 4. 

*' Forth from the dark and stormy sky, 
Lord, to Thine Altar's shade we fly ; 
Forth, from the world, its hope and fear, 
Saviour, we seek Thy shelter here; 
Weary and weak Thy grace we pray, 
Turn not, O Lord, Thy guests away t 

our human nature : so He comes in the Holy Communion. The walking 
on the sea followed close on the miracle of the loaves and fishes, and 
the Evangelist especially tells us, they considered not that tniraclef or 
they would not have heen surprised that the sea as well as other 
elements should do homage to the Lord of all things. So now men 
consider not the miracle of the Bread of Life in the Holy Eucharist, 
and therefore are afraid to acknowledge the Presence veiled themn. 
S. Mark vi. 48, comp. ver. 52, ** They considered not,*' &c., 34 — 47 ; 
S. John vi. 16, 17, 1—15; S. Matth. zi?. 13—33, 24, 31, especially 
ver. 33. 
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** Long have we roamed in want and pain. 
Long have we sought Thy rest in vain, 
Wildered in. doubt, in darkness lost, 
Long have our souls been tempest-tost ; 
Lo, at Thy feet our sins we lay ; 
Turn not, O Lord, Thy guests away I" 

, Bp.mber, 1827. 
Hymn 207i Ancient and Modem, Holy Communion. 
Hymns 208, 209, Ancient and Modem. Holy Baptism. (Collect.) 

" The Unction of the Holy One." Confirmation, 

" Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 211. 

S.^ Joseph. (Gospel.) See Lyra Innocentium, Title viii., Hymn 8. 



i; 



The AngeVs Message. (Gospel.) 
" He shall save His people from their sins." 




*' Hark, my soul, it is the Lord, 
^ 'Tis thy Saviour, hear His word, 
Jesus speaks, and speaksto thee, 
Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou Me? 

" r delivered thee when bound. 
And when bleeding healed thy wound. 
Sought thee .wandering, set thee right. 
Turned thy darknesis into light. 

** Can a^ woman's tender care 
Cease towards the child she bare ? ^ 
Yes, she'may forgetful be; 
Yet will! remember thee I ' 

■ ^ • ■ ■ • • 

" Mine is an unchanging love, 

Higher than the heights above. 

Deeper than the dcSpths beneath. 

Free and faithful, strong as death. , 

" Thou shalt see My glory soon, 
. When the work of grace is done. 

Partner of My throne shalt be ; 

Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou Me ? 
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" Lord ! it is my chief complaint. 
That my love is weak and faint; 
Tet, I love Thee and adore ! 
Oh ! for grace tQ love Thee more." 

William Co wpBR, 1779, 

Book of Common Praise, 346. 

The SouVs Answer. 

"OJbsu! Saviour of the lost," &c. 

Book of Common Praise, 222. 

From the Cradle to the Cross, 

• 

" LoRDfWhen some token- 1 did seek, 
Which ofttimes might recall to me ' 
The memories of this blessed week» 
And blend in One all thoughts of Thee; 

." One, that in worthy tones might speak. 
Of this most holy Christmas Tide, 
And perishing itself, might tell . • 
Of things that do for aye abide ; 

"The saints that throng Thy natal day. 
Martyrs in will, in word,- in deed ; 
Seemed from Thy Cradle to Thy Cross, 
My wand'ring thoughts to lead. 

" As if to tell how Christmas joys 
Will prove but sorrow and unrest, 
Unless they draw us to, the Cross, 1 
. And by the Crucified are blest. 

" Blest emblem of that, faith by which 
The world and sin are overcome 1 
Most.hply sign of Thee Who diedst 
To win for us an endless home ! 

" Who ever from Thy, manger-bed, . 
Wert pressing onward to the Cross ; 
Who ever taught'st Thy saints to count 
All earthly gains and hopes but loss; 

" Calmly to take th' appointed Cross, 
Nor strive to change, or lay it down, 
Trusting to Thee to give at last 
The bright unfading crown. 
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** Then sure no sign than this more fit. 
To tell of Christmas, can we find ! 
Not one, ronnd which snch thoughts we see» 
Of happiest thoughts entwined! 

** Or, as the waning year glides hy, 
Its days all numbered to the last : 
More fit to tell of future bliss, 
Or speak forgiveness of the past ! 

<"A Saviour, Which is Christ the Lord,' 
This tells of sins forgiven. 
Of patient conflict in the strife. 
Of peace, of rest, and heaven I 

" For, what were Christmas Joys to us, 
If Easter Glories drew not nigh ? 
Or what to know Thee Bom for us, 
Hadst Thou not also come to Die ? 

" Unless as Intercessor, Friend, 

That Holy Cross Thou still didst pl^d ; 
And show for aye the Sacred Wounds, 
Which erst for us on it did bleed ! 

" That sacred sign, which once again, 
In radiant glory we shall see. 
When all Thy faithful ransomed ones. 
With God for evermore shall be. 

** So, when Thy Birth and Death we plead. 
For help, and strength, (on bended knee,) 
For pardon, peace, — grant us, dear Lord, 
By that blest Cross, Thy grace to see.'' 

M, S,y 1856. 



FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION. 

THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS. 

The Lamb of God, The Angels and the Shepherds. 

The Message, 

^^ This day has been observed from the earliest ages 
as the octave of the Nativity ; from and about the sixth 

eijtury, as the Feast of the Circumcision as well. Of 
^ Circumcision there is no notice in the Comes (or 
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Lectionary) of S. Jerome^ the day being called 'Oc- 
tava Domini/ The Octave of the Lord ; the Epistle 
being Gal. iii. 28, &c., and the Gospel the same as ours. 
In the Sacramentary of S. Gregoir the name of the 
Festival is still the same^ and the Circumcision is not 
noticed in the Collect. In the Salisbury Missal the 
day is named as now in the Prayer Book. The tme 
idea of the day seems to be^ that it belongs to Christ- 
masy as its Octave^ but^ that as the three days after 
Christmas are likewise honoured by the commemora- 
tion ot saints^ so the octave of the Nativity is supple- 
mented with the commemoration of our Lord's Cir- 
cumcision to do greater honour to the Nativity.''^ In 
later days this has been almost altogether overlooked^ 
and the tendency has been to keep the day entirely as 
New Year's Day^ ignoring as much as possible the two 
great events of the Life of the "Holy Child Jesus'' 
which are celebrated on this day. 

To those however who love and obey the Church, 
this blessed day is but the prolonging of the Angels' 
song of rejoicing oyer the Nativity^ and that " unspeak- 
able gift of God" which was then bestowed on man. 

The Gospel very plainly places this before us^ for it 
is the only one^ during the season^ that records the 
actual events of the Birth of the Holy Child. On 
Christmas Day^ the Eucharistic Scriptures were ab- 
sorbed with the Divine Life of the Eternal Word con-' 
descending to be '^ Immanuel^ God with us ;" and it 
was in the Collect and Lessons only that we were told 
the Blessed Story of the Sacred Birth at Bethlehem^ and 
this was only a carrying out of the whole plan of the 
Advent Services which have been so careful to set before 
us all the Royal attributes of the Holy Child^ before 
venturing to dwell much on His great humility. 

To-day we are invited once more, (having heard the 
Angel Message on Christmas Day,) to go and kneel 
with the Shepherds in the lowly stable, to gaze with 

' See Annotated Prayer Boo^. 
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them on the wondrous scene there display ed, and with 
them to worship " the Savioue which is Christ the 
Lobd/' Last Sunday we were told to ponder on the 
AngePs prophetic message to the holy Joseph^ and his 
prompt obedience ; to-day we are shown how his faith 
was rewarded^ and how the Angels again appear to pro- 
claim the arrival of that King Whom they had more 
than once heralded beforehand^ and around Whose 
cradle they now worship and guard. We are told of 
the eager obedience of the shepherds^ and how amply 
it is rewarded; and how having found ^^Mary, and 
Joseph^ and the Babe lying in a manger/^ (Isa. i. 3 ; 
Jer. viii. 7 ; ix. 3, 6 ; Isa. v. 12,) they are filled with 
loving joy and thanksgiving, and hasten to tell to all 
around them " the glad tidings of great joy/' '^ glorify- 
ing and praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen, as it was told unto them.'' S. Luke ii. 10, 
11 ; S. Matth. i. 16, 21 ; Isa. ix. 6. Comp. Oen. 
xii. 3; S. Matth. xxviii. 19; S. Mark i. 15, 31, 32; 
S. Luke xxiv. 47 ; Col. i. 23 ; Phil. ii. 11 ; Gen. xxviii. 
12; xxxii. 2; Fs. ciii. 3; cxlviii. 2; Dan. vii. 10; 
Heb. i. 14; Rev. v. 11; Isa. Ivii. 19; S. Luke i. 79; 
Ephes. ii. 17 ; Col. i. 20. 

Consider ^'The tidings sent to all people." So the 
shepherds begin to spread them at once, and ^^all they 
that heard it wondered at those things which were told 
them by the shepherds." « So has it been ever since; 
for what was the Great Shepherd's Commission to His 
Apostles but the passing on of the '^ Good spell,"^ or 
tidings of Christmas,. (S. Matth. xxviii. 19; S. Mark 
i. 15, see above,)^ — what the message of His true minis- 
ters and shepherds ever since, but the same eternal news 
which was brought down from heaven by the angelic 
throng, — 
• ( 

^ In France Christmas is known by the name of ** Noel/' which is 
believed to be derived from " novelise'' (goodnews,) which the angels 
declared f — tMa forms the burden of aU their carols. 
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'' Glory to God on High, on earth he peace, 
* Love towards men of love, salvation and release." 

This indeed is the perpetual watchword of the Hea- 
venly Zion (see p. 40) which all true soldiers of Christ 
are Dound to pass on from one to another^ whatever 
their place in His great army. The poor lowly shep- 
herds might have thought they were too poor and 
ignorant to be believed, or to teach others^ but their 
hearts were full of the glorious tidings themselves^ and 
'^oot of the fulness of the heart the mouth speaketh.^' 
To each of us in our separate places^ and according to 
our various opportunities^ the Great Shepherd still 
speaks^ and we may still hear^ ^' Go^ and do thou like- 
wise.^ 



}} 



" For One who ne'er forgets is here, 
He hath a Word for thee to speak. 

Oh serve Him yet in duteous fear. 

* * * * 

So shall the healing Name be known 
By thee on many a heathen shore. 
And Naaman on his chariot throne. 

Wait humbly at EUsha's door. 

* * * * 

By thee desponding lepers know 
The sacred waters' sevenfold might. 
Then wherefore sink in listless woe ? 
Christ's poor and needy claim your right. 
Your heavenly right to do and bear 
All for His sake ; nor yield one sigh 
To pining doubt, nor ask, * What care 
In the wide world for such as I ?"' 

No, surely not I whilst Chbist still abides always with 
us in His poor^ whose poverty is a sort of Sacrament 
of His presence with us, — Who whilst on earth took 
upon Him the whole burden of poverty. In His birth, 
an outcast ; in His life, poor, " with nowhere to lay His 
head;'' in death, needy, having nothing, absolutely 
nothing, ('^ yet possessing all things P') stripped, hated, 
dying, alone on the cruel cross 1 His first earthly 



174: FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLY CHILD. 

resting-place a manger, — His last pillow^ the hard cross, 
and the piercing of thorns ! He, then, '^ who considei's 
the poor,^^ considers Christ in the flesh on earth, and 
looking on into heaven sees Him in His Eternal God- 
head, saying, '' Blessed is he that considereth the poor 
and needy, for the Lord shall deliver him in the day 
of trouble,^' and hears the last overwhelming welcome 
of His love, when He the Shepherd-King will say, 
'^ Come, ye blessed children of My Father," &c. ; " io?^ 
(oh, amazing condescension !) ^' I was an hungered, 
and ye gave Me meat,^' &c. ; ^^ / was a stranger, and 
ye took Me in,'' &c. S. Matth. xxv. 34—37,40; 
Heb« xiii. 2 ; 3 S. John 5 ; Isa. Iviii. 7 ; Ezek. xviii. 7 ; 
S. James i. 27; ii. 15, 16; 2 Tim. i. 16; Prov. xiv. 
31 ; xix. 17; S. Mark ix. 41 ; Heb. vi. 10; Rev. xi^. 
Such is the lesson we learn from the shepherds. 
From the Blessed Virgin we learn again the same lesson 
of meek, lowly, adoring, silent love, of which we read 
before, (see p. 40.) She could not speak, for no words 
could have told the inexpressible joy and wondering 
adoration of her saintly heart. It could be satisfied 
only by calm and holy communings with the Divine 
Child, her God and Saviour, Who had so "highly 
exalted'* her, and with that Holy Ghost Who so over- 
shadowed and guarded her, from all that could mar or 
break the inward peace and. love which was so richly hers, 
— and her holy husband Joseph, whenever he is shown 
to us throughout the sacred record, seems to share this 
holy stillness. The Church invites us to " go to Beth- 
lehem,'' &c., with the shepherds, and spend in like 
manner this day in adoring contemplation of the Holy 
Child, and share with the blessed company there as- 
sembled their lowly worship of the God- Man, "the 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." " We must 
remember," says a modern writer, " how when Moses 
asked to see God's Face, the answer was, ' you cannot 
^gte My Face and live,' and how he was hidden in the 
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rock^ whilst the incommunicable glory passed by. The 
greatj the unspeakably great glory and comfort of the 
Incarnation consists in this^ that God is brought down 
to os^ has become one of us like ourselves — our very 
flesh and blood. Yet even in His weak and suffering 
hamanity is He not as mysterious as He is in His in- 
comprehensible glory ? Should we have expected Him 
as He came ? Should we not have rejected the poor 
prophet of Nazareth as the Jews did ? We might have 
thought to find Him in the palace of the Caesars^ 
awaiting the homage of crowding myriads^ — or^ in the 
temple in the Holy of Holies^ shrouded in the glory of 
the cherubim on His altar^ waiting to be adored by 
thousands of loving worshippers^ — but we should not 
have looked for Him where He really was/^ — in the 
obscure town of Bethlehem^^ in a manger^ lying on 
straw^ amongst the cattle of the field ! 

The Gospel ends to-day's commemoration with the 
few short words in which the account of the Circumci- 
sion is given^ by submitting to which^ the Holy Child 
began that entire and perfect fulfilling of the Law^ 
which He had come '^ not to destroy, but to fulfil/' 

The Epistle teaches us the true meaning and blessed- 
ness of which Circumcision was the type and outward 
form^ and how the Father of all can dispense with 
the very means He had iappointed^ and bless without 

1 That rock was Christ, ** who is the shadow of a great rock.'' 

' Rachel, the beloved wife of Jacob, the type of the Christian 
Chorch, died, and was buried near the birthplace of Christ, Who 
is Emmanuel, God with us, God manifest in flesh, in Whom is Life, 
Who is the Resurrection and the Life, in Whom and for Whom aU 
who died in Adam are made alive. S. John xi. 25. See Words- 
worth. 

" Bethlehem Ephrata," (Micah t. 2 ; Gen. xxxv. 19,) is about six 
Roman miles to the south of Mount Moriah (Jerusalem :) though 
buUt on a rocky site, its neighbourhood is such as to procure for it 
the name of Ephrata, from its fruitfulness, — and of Bethlehem, 
" the House of Bread." See Wordsworth on S. Matth. ii. 

Travellers still remark on its great fertility and cleanliness, and 
difference from other Eastern towns. 
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them. Thus it shows how the only true circumcision 
was that of the hearty signified by the consecration and 
setting apart to God^ involved in the outward act of 
dedication and suffering, and that the true blessedness 
of cleansing from sin requires a fuller and deeper 
means than any outward form^ even the Healing Touch 
of the Father's hand, by, in, and through, all other 
means of grace and healing. '^Blessed is the man 
to whom the Lord imputeth no sin,^^ saith David the 
Boyal penitent. '' Cometh this blessedness upon the 
circumcision only or the uncircumcision also?'' asks 
the great Apostle. The answer comes to us from a 
greater than S. Paul, even from Him Who can pierce 
all veils, and read all hearts, to Whom all ^^ secrets are 
known," and He gives it in the parable of the Pharisee 
and Publican, (S. Luke xviii. 9.) "I say unto you, 
this man went down to his house justified rather than 
the other; for every one that exalteth himself shall be 
abased, and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted." 
Comp. Job xxii. 29; S. Matth. xxiii. 12; S. Luke 
xiv. 11 ; S. James iv. 6 ; 1 S. Pet. v. 5, 6; Rom. Ixii. 
10; viii. 1 — 4; iv. 5, 6, 7; Ps. xxxii. 1, 2; S. Luke 
X. 9 ; Gal. iii. 7 ; Rom. iv. 12, 13 ; Gen. xvii. 4, &c. 

We are shown how Abraham is the pattern and ex- 
ample to all who believe, (Isa. li. 2,) '^ that the promise 
might be to all" who have the faith of Abraham, (Rom. 
ii. 28,29; S. Matth. iii. 9; S. John viii. 39; Rev. 
ii. 9; 1 S. Pet. iii. 4; Phil. iii. 3; Col. ii. 11,) who 
not only by outward calls but by inward cleansing 
of heart, and holy obedience to the will of Jehovah, 
obtained the high honour of being called the " Friend 
of God," and became the Father of all those, (Rom. 
iv. 16,) who " to the end of time" shall remain '^ strong 
in faith, giving glory to God." 

S. Paul ends the chapter which contains the Epistle 

for to-day in words that will fitly show us the spiritual 

connection of Circumcision and of the history of the 
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great Patriarch with the Nativity aDcl IiicarnatioD of the 
Holy Child, Who was Himself of the "Seed of Abraham'^ 
as well as " of the city of David/^ " Now/' says the great 
Apostle of the Gentiles, " it was not written for his sake 
alone, that it was imputed to him, but for us also, to 
whom it shall be imputed if we believe in Him (comp. 
verse 21) that raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead,'' &c., verses 22 — 24. "And so, being justified by 
faith, we have peace through Him Who is the Prince of 
Peace, even our Lord Jusus Christ; by Him we 
have access by faith into this grace," &c., " and rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God," Rom. v. 1 — 21 ; Acts 
ii. 24; xiii. 30; Ps. cxv. 3; S. Luke i. 37, 45 ; Heb. 
ii. 9. Comp. especially Isa. li. where those who seek 
the Lord and follow after righteousness — even this 
" Holy Child Jesus," who is " the Lord our Righteous- 
ness," see Epistle, 25th Sunday after Trinity, — are 
bidden by God Himself, to look upon Abraham as their 
father. Comp. S. Stephen's history of Abraham, &c., 
as types of Christ. See Feast of S. Stephen, pp. 
70—86. 

Here we are exhorted by the Evangelical prophet speak- 
ing by the Holy Ghost, *' after the pattern of Abraham 
to follow Christ," (verses 1 — 3,) by reason of His com- 
fortable promises, (ver. 3,) of His righteous salvation, and 
(fitting lesson for New Yearns Day) by man^s mortality.^ 
^'The earth shall wax old as doth a garment, and they that 
dwell therein shall die," &c., " fear ye not therefore the 
reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings," 
&c., " for the moth shall eat them up like a garment," 
&c., '^but Thy righteousness shall be for ever; Thy 
salvation from generation to generation." Comp. verses 

9, 12, 16, 23; Rom. iv. 1—16; Heb. xi. 11, 12; 
Gen. xxiv. 1, 35 ; S. Matth. xxiv. 35 ; 2 S. Pet. iii. 

10, 12; Isa. 1. 9; 8. Matth. x. 2; Acts v. 41 ; Ps. 

^ See heading in Oxford Bible, Isa. li. Comp. Christmas Epistle, 
last verse, " Thou, Lord, in the beginning,*' &c., Ueb. L 

II. N 



178 FOOTSTEPS OF THB HOLY CHILD. 

xliv. 23; Rev. xi. 17; Ps. cxviii. 6; Isa. li. 3; xl. 6; 
1 Cor. i. 3 ; IS. Pet. i. 24, &c. 

The whole of this beautiful chapter, (Isa. li.,) which 
comes in the daily lessous just before Christmas, (Dec. 
19,) is one continual reiteration of the promise made to 
Abraham, and reminds us how all our greater blessings 
and privileges, our meaos of union and communion 
with the LoBo Christ, the Holy Child, are but the 
extension and fulfilment of the first prophecy of the 
Promised Seed made to our father Abraham, and the 
continual supplying to us of the blessings of the first 
covenant made with the saints of old. 

The next chapter, (Isa. lii.,) which is a fuller promise 
and more direct prophecy of Christ's Coming and 
Eiixgdom, dwells on the free redemption given through 
His Blood, and exhorting Jerusalem to awake and pre- 
pare to meet her King, (see Advent Sunday,) the 
prophet promises her that ^^ thenceforth shall no more 
come unto her the uncircumcised and unclean.^' This 
draws our thoughts at once to the words of a greater than 
Isaiah or Solomon — " The Prophet'^ Himself — when, 
speaking of the Heavenly Jerusalem the Holy City, He 
says, " There shall in no wise enter into it anything that 
defileth,'' &c., " but they which are written in the 
Lamb's Book of Life,'' Bev. xxi. 27 ; comp. Isa. xxxv. 
8 ; S. Mattb. iv. 5 ; Rev. xxi. 2, which carries us on 
to the next chapter, where the true circumcision, the 
perfect cleansing, is foretold in its fulness in the Cross 
of Christ, (chap, liii.,) by the outpouring of that 
Precious Blood, the first drop of which flows forth to- 
day for our cleansing. So soon begins the suffering 
life of the '' Holy Child Jesus," '' the Man of Sorrows 
and acquainted with grief;" so soon does He begin 
'^ to sprinkle many nations,'^ and begin '^ to make in- 
tercession for the transgressors'^ as *^ the Lamb of God," 
Isa. lii.j liii.) Already does the shadow of the Cross 
over the Manger of Bethlehem ; already does the 
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Holy Mother begin to feel the touch of that sword 
which was at last to pierce her through and through, 
and so soon begin to learn that to be near the Crucified 
is necessarily to share His Cross, His shame, His paio, 
and His humiliation. So soon are the Holy Nativity 
and Circumcision blended into one ! as they have been 
ever since in the prayers of the Church as she pleads, 
" By Thy Holy Nativity and Circumcision, good Lord^ 
deliver us,^^ knowing well that every act of His Life 
from the " Cradle to the Cross" was for us and our sal- 
vation^ and fraught with cleansing and saving power 
and strength. 

The Collect^ teaches us to pray for the true circum- 
cision of the Spirit^ and by its petition against '^all 
worldly and carnal lusts/^ reminds us of our baptism, 
of which Circumcision was the type of old^ and of the 
threefold vow against " the world, the flesh, and the 
devil/* as well as of the regenerating waters by which we 
were buried with Christ, and made partakers of His 
precious Blood-shedding.^ We are reminded too by 
the last clause that the outward washing will not avail 
without the inward cleansing, and that to have been 
washed from our old sins will be of no use with- 
out the continual striving to bring our wills into the 
obedience of Him Who said, " Lo, I come to do Thy 
Will.** This was the purpose of the Incarnation, this 
the condition of nearness to Christ, for *' Whoso doeth 
My will, the same is My mother,** &c., is His promise 
of love in the New Covenant, to those who following the 
example of Abraham*s obedience, strive also to follow 
the steps of the "Lamb whithersoever He goeth.** 

' A.D. 1549. Salisbury Use, from the Sacramentary of S. Gregory 
for the Benediction of " Octava Domini/* or the *' Octave of the 
Lord." 

'<' See CoUect, Baptismal Service, when the water is consecrated to 
'* the mystical washing away of sin through Him Who for the forgive- 
ness of sins did shed out of His most precious Side both Water and 
Blood, and did give commandment," &c. 1 S. Pet. i. 18, 19 ; ii. 7 — Q« 
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Comp. Christmas Collect and our prayer to-day, that 
" we may in all things obey the blessed Will of our 
Father Which is in heaven ; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord/^ Comp. these references : 1 S. Pet. 
i. 14, 19,20, 25; ii. 9; iv. 1—6, 12—14; iii. 20; 
Ephes. V. 26; Tit. iii. 5; Rom. x. 10; 1 S. Pet. i. 2; 
Rom. viii. 38 ; 1 Cor. xv. 24 ; Ephes. i. 21. 

The Special Lessons are — Matins, Gen. xvii., Rom. ii.; 
Evensong, Deut. x. ver. 12, Col. ii. 

In the First of the morning, we have the account of the 
renewed covenant with Abraham ; comp. Gen. xii. 2 ; xiii. 
16; xxii. 17; xvii. 8. His name is changed in sign of a 
richer blessing, as also Sarah's ; comp. the Holy Name 
of Jesus given to-day as a sign and seal of this very 
covenant, made so many thousand years before — " For 
in Him shall all nations of the earth be blessed.'' It 
closes with the divine institution of the rite of Circum- 
cision ; Abraham and Ishmael at once submitting to it. 

The Second gives us S. PauPs explanation of Cir- 
cumcision to his Gentile converts, when he shows them 
how, in the Christian Church, all are one in Christ, 
where there is neither Jew nor Gentile, bond nor free, 
circumcised nor un circumcised. Comp. Gal. vi. 14^ 15 ; 
Col. ii. 9, 11, 12—17; iii. 

The true spirit of Circumcision was taught to the 
ancient people in the chapter which is our First Even- 
ing Lesson, Deut. x. 12 ; when Moses returning from 
the Mount with the fresh Tables which God in His 
Mercy had written again for him, (see ver. 1,) declares 
to them (ver. 12, &c.) what is the true ful611ing of the 
Law which is pleasing to God, and what the Circumcision 
He required of them really was, ver. 16; Lev. xxvi. 41 ; 
Micah vi. 8 ; Deut. vi. 13 ; v. 33 ; vi. 5 ; xi. 13 ; 
XXX. 16, 20; S. Matth. xxii. 37; Deut. x. 18; S. 
Matth. XXV. 34—46. 

The Second Evening Lesson completes the whole 
ing of the day, and is almost a paraphrase on the 
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Collect, as it draws out the full doctrine of Christian 

Circumcision, when we "are buried with Christ in 

Baptism, and are risen with Him/^ Who on the eighth 

day rose again from the dead. 

Consider these references. — The Circumcision. S. 

Luke ii. 21; Gal. iv. 4; Rom. ii. 29; Col. ii. 10, 11; 

iii. 5 ; 1 S. Pet. ii. 11, 21 ; IS. John ii. 15, 16. 
Of following Christ. Ex. iii. 2; xviii. 21; Ruth 

i. 16 ; Cant. i. 3; viii. 6; Ezek. i. 20; S. Luke v. 11 ; 

ix. 57; S. John xiii. 13; Acts xii. 8; Phil, ii, 5; 

iii. 17. 

Of the Mystery of the Cross and its Virtues and 

Types. Ex. xiv. 16; xv. 25 ; Num. x. 33; xiii. 24; 

XX. 8; xxi. 8; Ezek. iv. 4; Joel ii. 2; Wisd. x. 2; 

Ecclus. xxxviii. 5 ; S. John iii. 14. 

Thus are blended in one to-day the Cradle and the 

Cross of Jesus. As ^^ the Saviour of the world," we 

considered Him last Sunday; to-day we are called on 

to witness the first fulfilment of that promise, in the 
first outpouring of the Precious Blood. The first touch 
of the cross is felt to-day as the Holy Infant mingles 
His cry of suflFering at the Circumcision with the song 
of the angels at His birth. So does the Incarnate God, 
having humbled Himself to take our nature upon Him, 
as on Christmas Day, begin at once " His suffering life,^* 
His share in, and sympathy with, our trials, pains, and 
sorrows. In Holy Baptism we obtain what Circumcision 
was powerless to convey (because our Head had not yet 
come to dwell amongst us,) i.e., the new Birth and Life 
begun at the font and carried on continually in the re- 
generate soul at the altar, making us one with Christ, 
and He with us, ^^ members of Christ, children of 
God, inheritors of the kingdom of heaven." This, and 
DO less than this, (see Christmas Collect,) is what the 
Holy Lord came down to be a Little Child for, i.e., to 
draw our nature into union with His. The Incarnation 
is the centre and spring of all grace and blessiiv^ — " ^ 
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mystery of mysteries/^ says a well-known writer of oar 
own day,^ " mercy of mercies ! Believe and rejoice 
with humility, and adore ! That Holy Thing which 
has been born, and is lying in the Virgin Mother's 
guardian arms, is the very Son of God; God of the 
substance of His Father, begotten before the worlds/' 
&c. ; " Perfect God and Perfect Man,'' &c. ; " The Eter- 
nal, All-powerful, All-knowing, All-holy." He is here 
on earth dwelling with sinful men, and why f That we 
may " become sons of God." To use the words of the 
same writer — " we are members of His Body, of His 
Flesh, and of His Bones." " Beginning in one mighty 
mean of sacramental grace, the Lord of heaven 
strengthens and purifies His disciples by continual 
inflowings of help; but especially in the spiritual 
communication of His Body and Blood in the Holy 
Eucharist. His channels however are many. While we 
have no right to neglect those of His appointment, the 
Most High is not limited :" so as we read to-day 
(Epistle), that, with or without Circumcision, Abraham 
Was blessed; so now, if not our own fault. He can bless 
withouty as well as with, means of grace or earthly 
helps. "1 live," says the great Apostle, "yet not 1, 
but Christ liveth in me, and the life I now live, I live 
by faith in the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave 
Himself for me." Be this our watchword for this and 
every year, this our true and unfailing confidence, this 
our future hope and our great reward — if only we strive 
to share His humility here, we shall share His glory 
hereafter. " Learn of Me," says the Voice from Beth- 
lehem and Gabbatha and Calvary, " for I am meek and 
lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest to your souls." So 
shall we find our inheritance at last, in that city whose 
Light is the meek and lowly Lamb of God Himself. 
Amen. 

Rev. T. H. Pinder, late Principal of the Theological College, 
If; Canon and Precentor. See *' Sermons for the Holy Days," 
Serm. iii. 
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" Take up the lesson, O, my heart ; 

Thou Lord of Meekness, write it there : 
Thine Own Meek Self to me impart. 
Thy lofty hope. Thy lowly prayer. Amen. 



t9 



I. Consider the Holy Child Jesus to-day, in the fjMn- 
gcTy as — 

" The Babe.'^ S. Luke ii. 12. 
" The Child." Isa. vii. 16. 
"The Young Child." S. Matth. ii. 20. 
" A Child Born." Isa. ix. 6. 
" The Child Jesus." S. Luke ii. 48. 
" Her First-born Son." S. Luke ii. 7. 
" The Sent of the Father." S. John x. 86. 
" The Apostle." Heb. iii. 1. 
" A Prophet." Acts iii. 22, 23. 
" A Great Prophet." S. Luke vii. 16. 
" The Prophet of Nazareth." S. Matth. xxi. 11. 
" A Prophet^ mighty in deed and word." S. Luke 
xxiv. 19. 

« A Servant." Phil. ii. 7. 

" The Servant of the Fathek." S. Matth. xii. 18. 

" My Servant, the Branch." Zech. iii. 8. 

*'My Righteous Servant." Isa. liii. 11. 

" A Servant of Rulers." Isa. xlix. 7. 

'^ A Nazarene, or Nazarite." S. Matth. ii. 23. 

" The Carpenter." S. Mark vi. 3. 

'* The Carpenter^s Son," (reputed.) S. Matth. xiii. 55. 

II. The Sacred Name given Him As the Saviour of 
His people : as " the Lamb of God, Who taketh away 
the sins of the world." 

" God hath given Him a Name which is above every 
name." Phil. ii. 9, 10. 

"Jesus."! S. Matth. i. 21 ; S. Luke ii. 21. 

^ On another day besides this great festival does the Church ofom- 
memorate the Holy Name, i.e., on August 7. '* The Name of Jvtvs. 
This Festival was removed to this day, from the 2nd Sundky after 
Epiphany, at the Reformation. In Saxon titties it was observed C^^ 
the Feast of the Circnmcision. The special point teft ^tkCoit^^^NilHl 
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" Jesus Himself.^' S. Luke xxiv. 15. 

*^ ly Jesus/^ Rev. xxii. 16. 

'* A Saviour, Jesus.^^ Acts xiii. 23. 

" The Saviour of the world.'' 1 S. John iv. 14. 

"A Saviour Which is Christ the Lord.'' S. Luke 
ii. 11. 

" Jesus Christ." Rev. i. 5. 

*' The Lord Jesus Christ." Col. i. 2. 

*^ Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself." 2 Thess. ii. 16. 

" Jesus, the Christ." S. Matth. xvi. 20. 

"Jesus Christ our Lord," Rom. v. 21. 

"Jesus Christ the Righteous." 1 S. John ii. 1. 

" Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever." Heb. xiii. 8. 

"Jesus of Nazareth." Acts xxii. 8. 

"Jesus Christ of Nazareth." Acts iv. 10. 

" Lord Jesus." Acts vii. 59. 

" Christ Jesus." 1 Tim. i. 15. 

" Christ." S. Matth. xxiii. 8. 

" Messiah, which is called Christ." S. John iv. 25. 

III. Consider the Holy Child Jesus as the Lamb of 
God, for He is — 

The true, perfect, and complete Ransom, of which all 
sacrifices, burnt-oflFerings, sin-ofiferings, and peace-oflFer- 
ings were typical. They all pointed to and culminated in 
Him : were complete in Him. The true Paschal Lamb, 
Heb. viii., ix., x., xi. ; Ps. xl. 6; Micah vi. 6, 7; Isa. 
i. 11; Jer. vi. 20; Amos v. 21, 22; S. John xvii. 19; 
&c. ; Gen. xxii. 7; Exod. xii. 3; Lev. ix. 3; Num. 
vi. 12 ; Ezek. xlv. 15 ; Hos. iv. 16 ; S. John i. 29 ; 
Acts viii. 32. 

is the peculiar sanctity of that Name, at which every knee shall bow* 
in the power of which such countless miracles have been wrought — a 
sanctity in some respects analogous to that of the awful Name Jeho- 
vah, only representing to us the love of the Saviour as well as the 
majesty of His Eternal Godhead ;" therefore it is that at the mention 
of his human Name we bow our knee, as an act of adoration for His 
«at condescension. This feast follows, in our calendar, the day after 
of the TraaaSguration, See Annotated Prayer Book. 
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He is — 

" The Lamb without spot and blemish/' 1 S. Pet. 
i. 19. 

"The Lamb slain/' Rev. v. 6. 
" As the Lamb, He is worshipped." Rev. v. 8, 12, 13. 
"The Lamb is the Leader." Rev. v. 17. 
" The Lamb is the Redeemer." Rev. vii. 12. 
As the Lamb He is — 

"The Feeder of His people." Rev. vii. 17. 
The Glory of the Redeemed." Rev. xv. 3. 
The Bridegroom." Rev. xxi. 9. 
"The Head of the Apostles." Rev. xxi. 14. 
" The Temple of the City." Rev. xxi. 22. 
"The Light of the New Jerusalem." Rev. xxi. 23. 
"The Throne is His for ever." Rev. xxii. 1. 

Lastly, consider Him as the food of His people, during 
their journey across the wilderness of this world, ^ as — 

"The true Manna and Bread of Life," Exod. 
xvi. 35; XXV. 30; Josh. i. 7 ; v. 12; 1 Sam. xxi. 4; 
Ps. Ixviii. 9 ; Ixxviii. 26 ; Isa. iii. 7 ; Exod. xxxvii. 
.10; S. Matth. xxvi. 26; S. Mark vi. 41; xiv. 22; 
S. Luke xxii. 19 ; S. John vi. 50, 51 ; S. James 
v. 17. Com p. Song of the manna-gathering; Title 8; 
Hymn 2, Lyra Innocentium. 

^ Note how it was to Abraham the father of the faithfal (the Cove- 
nant with whom we have been to-day considering,) that Melchisedek, 
the type of Christ, whose name, by interpretation, means King of 
Righteousness, (comp. Epistle, 25th Sunday after Trinity,) the King 
of Salem, i.e.. King of Peace ; comp. Gen. siv. 18, 19, — brings forth 
bread and wine, and He was the Priest of the Most High God, comp. 
Heb. vii. 1,2. ** By bringing forth bread and wine as the King of 
Righteousness and the Priest of the Most High God, he foreshadowed 
Christ in a most especial manner. They were brought forth' first 
for the refreshment of Abraham and his people, but, being mentioned 
with his priesthood, had doubtless a sacramental character, and being 
brought to Abraham by the King and Priest, also an earnest to him 
of the possession of Canaan." (See Wordsworth on Gen. xiv.) So 
now, in the Broken Bread and the Cup of Blessing, the faithful have 
their welcome to, and earnest of, the promised inheritance of the hea- 
Tenly Canaan. Our Moses feeds us with the true manna fcQi£L\3hfi.v%«QL> 
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Lessons. 

Love and trudt in this Loving Saviour. 

To strive and copy His humility. 

To place one's whole trust in His love and Precious 
Blood. 

To try and copv the Example of the " Little Child/' 
Whom the Church sets in the midst of us at this sea- 
son, and hear Him saying, " Learn of Me," &c. ; for 
as a holy man has well said, ''Babel has always had 
men for its builders, but the kingdom of God ever was, 
and ever will be, made up of little children.^' — W, Law. 

Types. 

Abraham journeying to the Holy Land. 
Lot fleeing from the city of destruction. 
Moses leading his people through the wilderness. 
Joshua leading them across Jordan into the promised 
land. 

Melchisedek feeding Abraham with bread and wine. 

Prophecies, see above. 

Prayers. 

Our Father, &c. Lord, have mercy, &c. 

Collects — Nativity, Circumcision, S. John, Holy In- 
nocents, S. Stephen, Annunciation, 6th after Trinity, 
6th after Epiphany, 25th after Trinity, 4th in Advent, 
and these prayers. 

" Lord Jesus Christ, Who for our sakes didst 
become poor, and didst consecrate the state of poverty 
to an excellent mystery, whereby they who know Thee 
now by faith may minister unto Thyself: give me grace 
to love the poor and needy, for Thy sake. Find tne 
some lowly work to do for them, and give me a heart to 
do it as unto Thee and not unto men. Regard not my 
un worthiness, but grant my prayer, and make rixy 
rayer sincere, for Thine own mercy's sake. Amen.^' 

Fjvm rain loDgingd aftei^ a path Thou bast not 
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chosen for us^ and from neglect of the duties and 
blessings of our own lot : 

From choosing our own course^ and having our own 
will : 

From inordinate affections^ and wandering desires : 

From a warm fancy, and a cold heart : 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

" Lord Jesu, by that love whereby Thou didst 
not only begin^ but finish the work of our redemption, 
I offer to Thee this work of mine and all my actions, to 
the glory of Thy dear Name, and my neighbours' sal- 
vation. Amen.'' — Prayers for District Visitors, 

Saviour of the world, &c. 

Lamb of God, &c. 

Scriptures to-day — ^Epistles^ i.e., English, Sarum 
and Roman, Gal. iv. 1 — 7; Eastern, Gal. iii. 11 — 15. 
Gospel, English, S. Matth. i. 18 — 25; Sarum and 
Roman, S. Luke ii. 33 — 40 ; Eastern,, S. Luke ii. 13 
— 38. Also, Gospels, &c., for 25th Sunday after 
Trinity ; Lessons for 1st and 2nd Sunday after Christ- 
mas, &c. 

Introit — " UntQ us a Child is born," &c. : " Sing 
unto the Lord a new song, for He hath done marvel- 
lous things." 

Glory, &c. 

Hymns. 

Octave of Christmas, or " Octava Domini,**^ 

" A day, a day of glory I 

A day that ends our woe I 
A day that telU of triumph, 

Against the vanquished foe I 
Yield summer's brightest sunrise, 

To this December mom. 
Lift up your gates, ye princes, 

Aad let the Child be born. 

I This was the ancient name for the Feast of Circumcision. (See 
above.) ^ 



188 FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLY CHILD. 



<( 



<( 



With glory in the highest. 

Archangels tell their mirth : 
With * Lord, have mercy on us,' 

Men answer them from earth. 
And angels swell the triumph, 

And mortals raise the horn, 
Lift up your gates, ye princes. 

And let the Child be born. 

He comes, His throne the manger ; 

He comes, His shrine the stall, 
The ox and ass His courtiers, 

Who made and governs all ; 
The house of bread His birthplace, 

The Prince of wine and corn, 
Lift up your gates, ye princes. 

And let the Child be born. 

** Then bar the gates, that henceforth. 

None thus may passage win, 
Because the Prince of Israel 

Alone hath entered in. 
The earth, the sky, the ocean, 

His glorious way adorn ; 
Lift up your gates, ye princes, 

And let the Child'be born." 

J. M. Nbalb. 



The Manger-Bed. 

Remove the straw, remove the hay, 
From where the Child reposes, 

And flowers I'll bring, that lie He may, 
On violets and roses. 

With tulips, pinks, and rosemary. 

From goodly gardens plucked by me, 
I'll from above bestrew Him. 



" And snow-white lilies, here and there, 
His side shall we throw over, 
When closed His Eyes with slumber are. 

Them shall they softly cover. 
But, thou may'st love the grass to-day, 
My child 1 more than the things that I 
Have spoken, or have thought of. 
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" Not for the world's pride dost Thou care. 

Nor joys the flesh can offer, 
Id human form Thou liest there, 

For us to d J and suffer ; 
Seek'st joy and comfort for my soul. 
Whilst waves of trouble o*er Thee roll, 

I never will Thee hinder/' 

Paul Gbrhardt, translated 
by Kelly. 



The Blessed Virgin. 

Virgin-born, we bow before Thee, 
Blessed was the womb that bore Thee ; 
Mary, maid and mother mild. 
Blessed was she in her Child. 



II 
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Blessed was the breast which fed Thee, 
Blessed was the hand that led Thee ; 
Blessed was the parent's eye, 
That watched Thy slumbering infancy. 

Blessed she bv all creation. 

Who brought forth the world's salvation. 
And blessed they — for ever blest. 
Who love Thee most and serve Thee best. 

" Virgin-born, we bow before Thee, 
Blessed was the womb that bore Thee ; 
Mary, maid and mother mild. 
Blessed was she in her Child." 

Bp. Hbbbr. 



'' And he called His Name Jbsus." 
" Love, Joy." 

" As on a window late I cast mine eye, 
I saw a vine drop grapes with J and C, 
Annealed on every branch. One standing by 
Ask'd 'what it meant?' I (who am never loath 
To spend my judgment) said, * It seemed to me 
To be the body and the letters both 
Of Joy and Charity,* * Sir, you have not missed,' 
The man replied, * it figures Jesus Christ.' " 

G. Hbrbbrt. 
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Jew! 



ti 



Jbsu is in my heart. His sacred Name 
Is deeply carved there ; but th' other week 
A ^reat affliction broke the little frame 
Even all to pieces ; which I went to seek. 
And first I found the corner where was J, 
After where E S, and next where U was graved ; 
When I had got these parcels, instantly 
I sat me down to spell them, and perceived 
That to my broken heart He was / ease you. 
And to my whole was Jesu," 

G. Herbert. 



See also Ancient and Modem, 55, 56, 65, 194, 195, 
196. 

Hymn for the Feast of Circumcision in The Chris- 
tian Year. 

Lyra Innocentium, Title ii., Hymn 11 ; Title i., 
Hymn 5 ; Title ii.. Hymn 10. 

The Christian Year, Hymn for the Twenty-fifth 
Sunday After Trinity. 

Jesus a Saviour, 

" I lay my sins on Jesus," &c. 

People's Hymnal, 390. 



(( 



The ancient law departs, 

And all its terrors cease. 
For Jesus makes with faithful hearts 

A coveoant of peace.'' 

Ancient and Modem, 55. 



" blessed day, when first was poured," &c. 

Anciewt and Modem, 56. 

"The Word, with God the Father One," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 57* 



Ancient and Modern^ 82, 71, 72. 
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The Cra$s of Jesus. 

** Hail the Sign, the Sign of Jbsu8> 

Bright and royal tree, 
Standard of the Monarch planted 

First on Calvary. 
Hail the Sign all signs excelling, 
Hail the Sign all ills dispelling, 
Hail the Sign Hell's power quelling. 
Cross of Christ, all hail 1 



« 



Sign to martyrs strength and refuge, 

Sign to saints so dear, 
Sign of evil men abhorr^, 

Sign which devils fear. 
Hail the Sign, &c. 



" Lo, the Cross of Christ my Master, 

On my brow I trace. 
May it keep my mind unsullied, 

Doubt and fear displace. 
Hail the Sign, &c. 

" Lo, upon my lips I mark it, 
Sign of Jesus slain. 
Christian lips should never utter 

Words impure or vain. 
Hail the Sign, &c. 

" Lo, I sign the Cross of Jbsus 
Meekly on my breast, 
May it guard my heart when livings 

Dying, be its rest. 
Hail the sign, &c. 

"In the Name of God the Fathbr, 
Name of God the Son, 
Name of God the Blessed Spirit, 

Ever Three in One. 
Hail the Sign, &c. Amen." 

S. Baring Gould. 
People's Hymnal, 388. 

1 See the First Book of King Edward VI., <* Receive the sign of 
the Holy Crosse both in thy forehead and in thy breste." See Lpra 
Innocentiunif title I , hymn 2. 



•1 
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The Great High Priest, 

"The Blood of Jssus cleanseth from all sin." 

** When wounded sore the stricken soul 
Lies bleeding and unbound, 
One only Hand, a pierced Hand, 
Can salve the sinner^ wound. 

** When sorrow swells the laden breast, 
And tears of anguish flow, 
One only Heart, a broken Heart, 
Can feel the sinner's woe. 

** When penitence has wept in. vain 
Over some foul dark spot. 
One only Stream, a Stream of Blood, 
Can wash away the blot. 

" 'Tis Jbsu's Blood that washes white, 
His Hand that brings relief, 
His Heart that's touched with all our woes, 
And feeleth for our grief. 

** Lift up Thy bleeding Hand, O Lord, 
Unseal that cleansing tide; 
We have no shelter from our sin 
But in Thy wounded side." 

C. F. A., 1868. 

To the Saviour. 

" Saviour, I lift my trembling eyes 

To that bright seat where placed on high. 
The great, the atoning Sacrifice 
For me, for all is ever uigh. 

" Be Thou my guard on peril's brink ; 

Be Thou my Guide through weal or woe, 
And teach me of Tliy cup to drink, 
And make me in Thy path to go. 

** For what is earthly change or loss ? 
Thy promises are still my own ; 
The feeblest frame may bear Thy Cross, 
The lowliest spirit share Thy Throne.' 

Anon., M. G. T., 1831. Book of 
Common Praise, 5/. 



» 
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Christ with us in His Poor, 

"Me ye have not always, but the poor ye have always with 
you." — Our Blessed Lord. S. John. 

" Inasmuch as ye did it unto the least of these My brethren 
ye did it unto Me." — The Great King. S. Matth. zxv. 

" A poor wayfaring man of grief 

Hath often crossed me on my way, 
Who sued so humbly for relief 

That I could never answer nay. 
I had no power to ask his name, 
Whither he went or whence he came. 
Yet there was something in his eye, 
That won my love, I knew not why. 

*'* Once, when my scanty meal was spread. 

He entered ; not a word he spake, 
Just perishing for want of bread ; 

I gave him all : he blessed it, brake. 
And ate, and gave me part again ; 
Mine was an angel's portion then, 
For while I fed with eager haste. 
That crust was manna to my taste. 

" I spied him where a fountain burst 

Clear from the rock ; his strength was gone ; 

The heedless water mocked his thirst ; 
He heard it, saw it, hurrying on. 

I ran to raise the sufferer up ; 

Thrice from the stream he drained my cup, 

Dipped, and returned it running o*er; 

1 drank, and never thirsted more ! 

** *Twas night, the floods were out, it blew 

A winter hurricane aloof; 
I heard his voice abroad, and flew 

To bid him welcome to my roof; 
I warmed, I clothed, I cheered my guest. 
Laid him on my own couch to rest ; 
Then made the hearth my bed, and seemed 
In Eden's garden while I dreamed. 

" Stripped, wounded, beaten nigh to death, 
I foun<i him by the highway side, 
I roused his pulse, brought back his breath, 
Revived his spirit, and supplied 
II. o 
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Wioe» oil, refreshmeDt ; he was healed — 
I had myself a wound concealed — 
But from that hour forgot the smart. 
And peace bound up my broken heart. 

'* In prison I saw him next, condemned 
To meet a traitor's death at mom ; 
The tide of lying tongues I stemmed^ 

And honoured him 'midst shame and scorn ; 
My friendship's utmost zeal to try, 
He asked if I for him would die ? 
The flesh was weak, my blood was chill, 
But the free spirit cried, ' I will.' 

*' Then in a moment to my view 

The stranger darted from disguise, 
The tokens in His hands I knew. 

My Saviour stood before mine eyes I 
He spake, and my poor name He named, 
' Of Me thou hast not been ashamed. 
These deeds shall thy memorial be ; 
Fear not : thou didst it unto Me.' " 

James Montgomery, 1826. 



UNION WITH CHRIST. 

The Holy Eucharist, 

" The Marriage Supper of the Lamb." — Rev. xix. 

'* All ye who faithful servants are 
Of our Almighty King, 
Both high and low, and small and great 
His praise devoutly sing. 

" Let us rejoice, and render thanks 
To His most Holy Name, 
Rejoice, rejoice, for now is come. 
The Marriage of the Lamb I 

** His Bride herself hath ready made. 
How pure and white her dress ! 
Which is her saints' integrity, 
And spotless holiness. 

** therefore blessed is every one. 
Who to the Marriage Feast 



FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION. 195 

And Holy Supper of the Lamb, 
Is made a welcome Guest I" 

Hymns at end of Book of Common Prayer, 
I for the Holy Communion, 



The Angelic TicUngs, 

'* Good Christian men, rejoice. 
With heart, and soul, and voice, 
Give ye heed to what we say. 

News! News! 
Jesus Christ is born to-day, 
He is in a manger now. 
Cradled with the ox and cow, 

Christ is born to-day. 

'* Good Christian men, rejoice. 
With heart, and soul, and voice, 
Now ye hear of endless bliss, 

Joy ! Joy ! 
Jbsus Christ was born for this, 
He hath oped the heavenly doOT, 
Man is blessed evermore, 

Christ is bom to-day. 

" Good Christian men, rejoice. 
With heart, and soul, and voice. 
Now ye need not fear the grave. 

Peace! Peace! 
Jesus Christ was born to save, 
And He calls us one and all 
To His everlasting hall, 

Christ is bom to-day. 



« 



Glory, honour, praise, we sing 
Unto Christ our Heavenly King, 
Now with grateful heart and voice. 

We sing : 
In His Name our souls rejoice, 
Glory be to Christ our Lord, 
Son of God, Incarnate Word, 

He was bom to-day." 

Old Carol 
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FEAST OP THE CIRCUMCISION. PART II. 



NEW YEAB^S DAY. 



The Genealogies and the Sacred Names. 

"And now, Lord, what is our hope? Truly our 
hope is even in Thee.^^ 

For " a man shall be a shadow from the heat, as the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.^^ (Isa. xxxii. 2.) 

" And when eight days were accomplished, &c., he 
called His Name Jesus." 

^ In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to th;e 
Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

Even so would a Christian enter i/pon a new year of 
his life; even so commend himself to the keeping of 
the Triune God, Lord of heaven and earth ; even so 
give thanks for mercies past, and sins forgiven. Jan- 
uary Ist was never in any way connected with the 
opening of the Christian year, (see Advent Services;) 
and the religious observance of it has never received 
any sanction from the Church, except as the octave of 
Christmas and the Feast of the Circumcision. 

The spiritual point of the whole season gathers about 
Christmas, and as the modern New Yearns Day^ is only 
conventionally so, there can be no reason why it should 
be allowed to dim the lustre of a feast so important to 
all persons and all ages as Christmas Day. 

We ought also to guard against any Judaical ten- 
dency even in the observance of the Feast of the Cir- 

1 ** Old New Year's Day was on the Feast of the AoQunciation, 
March 25th, until one hondred and ten years ago." 



FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION. 197 

cumcision itself.^ To all catholic hearts to-day is pre- 
eminently the Feast of the Circumcision, the Octave of 
the Lord, as kneeling before the Altar we cry, 

" To-day Ihe Name is Thine 
At which we bend the knee, 
They call Thee Jssus, Child Divine, 
Our Jesus deign to be." 

To many hundreds and thousands of people however 
this Blessed Day is no more than New Year's Day, and 
with them it is their one festival ; and surely, as far as 
it goes, it is a right and holy feeling that leads to the 
wish to consecrate a new period of time by dedicating 
its first hours especially to God, and well it is that 
those who thus, and thus only, keep this day, should 
find the Church before them, and whilst they are sanc- 
tifying the opening of a new portion of time in " the 
generations of heaven and earth/^ should find her re- 
joicing before God for the heavenly and eternal genera- 
tion of the Great God Who has vouchsafed to come to 
dwell with us, as she sets before the world in its midst 
"the Little Child^^ Whom all are to worship and 
adore.2 

Let us see then with what thoughts concerning the 
Nativity of the Holy Child we may hallow especially 
our New Yearns Day, so as to add to the lessons 
we have already learned at the manger, so as to sanc- 
tify even worldly times and seasons as types and figures 
of " the eternal years/^ For a solemn thought to all 
must be the quickly passing years which speed the 
Second Coming of the Lord. 

Three times during the course of our Advent and 
Christmas Services has the " Holy Child Jesus'^ been 
set before us as the Lamb of God, — twice by S. John 
the Baptist, (S. Andrew^s Day, and Third Sunday in 

^ Annotated Prayer Book, p. 83. 

• ** God 80 loved the world that He gave His Only-begotten Son, 
to the end that all who believe in Him might not perish, but have 
everlasting life," (S. John iii. 16,) is our Lord's own declaration. 
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Advent^) and once by S. John the Divine when he 
showed US the wondrous vision of th<e Lamb on Mount 
Zion^ as the Rewarder of the little lambs of the flock, 
whose blood had been poured out for Him. 

To-day we see the Lamb Himself, Who '^ had been 
slain from the foundation of the world/' shedding 
for us the first drop of that Precious Blood which was 
one day to be poured out to the fullest measure on the 
bitter Cross. Very fitting it is that the thought of this 
Ransom ''paid for the sins of the whole world/' should 
be the greeting with which the Church meets the world's 
New Year, as she thus places the mark of the Cross, 
dipped in the Blood of the Paschal Lamb, on the posts^ 
as it were, of the threshold of the opening year. 

" The year begins with Thee, 
And Thou begin'st with woe. 
To let the world of sinnen see 
How Blood for sin must flow.*' 

Consider how often the Church reminds her children 
of this throughout the whole of our lives; it is the 
continually recurring refrain of her every song, of each 
prayer for strength or grace, of every act of blessing 
and worship^ as she pleads the virtue of the Precious 
Blood. 

She gathers the little lambs into the fold, beseeching 
its outpouring on them as she prays that '' the water 
and the Blood that were shed from the sacred side of 
her Lord'' may consecrate and bless the baptismal 
waters. 

The Sacred Name ends every prayer ; in it every bless- 
ing is pleaded and promised, and at the holiest hour 
of worship it is to ''the Lamb of God'' that our most 
loving adoration is paid, as we join in faith the heavenly 
throng who cry, " Worthy is the Lamb,'' &c. ; and it 
is the last lullaby with which she hushes her faithful 
to sleep in the Father's arms, or seals to the 

itrite and broken spirit the Oood Shepherd's pro- 
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mise of pardon and salvation, as she commends botk 
aUke to the Everlasting Arms of the '' Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ^ to be washed in the Blood of the 
Immaculate Lamb/'^ 

Sorely it is well, entering as we do to-day on a new 
period of time, to be so reminded of Him Who died for 
ns, and Who now lives to save and bless ; to go forth 
on onr new year with its unknown temptations, trials, 
joys and sorrows, cloud or sunshine, with the full 
assurance of the sympathy of the All-loving Lamb; 
and so to go forth fearlessly into the shadowy future, 
holding by our Father's hand, and knowing that 
though the way to Mount Zion be steep, and slippery, 
and narrow, and often thorny and difficult, it has been 
trodden once before by One Who knows all the weak- 
ness of our human nature, our often falls, our unceas- 
ing sins; how often we shall need His hand to hold us 
from sinking in the rough tempestuous waves ; " Who 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever;" Who 
knows us as no other knows, yet " loves us better than 
He knows,'' and will never leave us or forsake us, but 
will lead us safely onward and homeward if we cling to 
Him, and with childlike hearts and loving hope, when 
all else fail us, trust still in His unchanging love, and 
know that "all will be well." Let this be our patient 
strength for to-day, our unceasing trust for to-morrow 
and the years to come. Then come darkness or sun- 
shine, joy or sorrow, health or sickness, bright hours 
or lonely, few friends or many, we shall feel His love, and 
know Him near us, and through " all He will guide us 
safely and surely to the haven where we would be." 

"The Blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all 
sin ;" this is the hope and confidence for the time to 
come, set before us in this blessed feast of the Cir- 
cumcision, for Christ the Lamb of God, "after He had 
oficred one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the 

^ See Commendatory Prajer, Viiitation of the Sick. 
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right hand of God/' We see thus that we have a 
Sacrifice, for even "Christ our Passover is sacrificed 
for us/' This is the Sacrifice continually ofi^red up 
by the Church to the Eternal Father when she pleads 
the once for all bloodshedding of the Holy Lamb on 
the Altar of the Cross, and conveys to us from and by 
it " remission of our sins/' and " all other benefits of His 
Passion/' (see Coll. Humble Access ;) and thus " wejtoo 
have an Altar of which they have no right to partake 
who serve the tabernacle/' an Altar upon which the Very 
6oD, as Lamb of God, deigns to tabernacle amongst us 
veiled in earthly elements. 

For what end was the visible Church of Christ 
ordained ? For what is " the Bride the Lamb's wife" 
placed in the midst of a stifi^-necked and rebellious gene- 
ration ? why does she hold on her course age after age 
unchanged and unchangeable, in the world but not of 
it; the haven of peace amidst the restless, ever-chang- 
ing, heaving and tossing of the world, vainly seeking 
rest and finding none ? 

"It is," says a holy man, "to meet the yearning of 
our baffled hearts that the Church stands in the earth 
as a symbol of the everlasting ; under the veil of its 
material Sacraments is the power of an endless life ; 
its unity and its order are the expression of heavenly 
things; its worship of an eternal homage. Blessed, 
thrice blessed they who dwell within its hallowed pre- 
cincts shielded from the wiles and spells of the world, 
living in plainness, even in poverty, hidden from the 
gaze of men, in solitude and silence walking with God. 
Forsake all, rather than forfeit your reward, rather than 
be set afar off from Him when He cometh in to order 
the guests that are bidden to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb/'i 

Let us consider, as we begin a fresh year " in the gene- 
rations of the heaven and earth/' the generation also of 
the new creation in Christ, and for a few moments dwell 

-' Maaniag'a Sermons, *' The Kewarda oi \.\i« YLVii^dQCDL/' 
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CD the sacred genealogies of Christ's Humau Life as 
they are recorded in the Holy Gospels of S. Matthew 
and S. Luke, noticing afterwards how this was typified 
in the ancient books of the Old Testament. 

" The genealogy inserted by the first Evangelist, S. 
Matthew, would seem/' says Wordsworth, " to be the 
official pedigree of Christ, and as it was necessary to 
prove to the Jews that Jesus was King of the Jews, 
therefore in this ' Gospel of the Kingdom,' the * regal 
Gospel/ (as it has been called,) the principle on which 
the genealogy has been constructed is that of the royal 
succession from David to Jechonias:^ During the whole 
period of the Jewish monarchy till the Captivity it is a 
table of Kings. 

"Why then was another genealogy added by S. 
Luke ? Because it would be satisfactory to show that 
the Son of Mary descended by her husband in the 
direct personal line from David, that He was truly the 
Son of David as man. Both the genealogies appear to 
be genealogies of Joseph. 

"The opinion that the genealogy in S. Luke is that 
of the Blessed Virgin was unknown to Christian an- 
tiquity, and is as novel as unsound. Christian antiquity 
was agreed that both genealogies are those of our 
Lord by Joseph the husband of Mary : any other 
opinion was not propounded until the fifteenth cen- 
tury. 

"The genealogy of S. Matthew then is Christ's 
official succession to David as a King ; see i. 6, where 
David is twice called ' king.' That of S. Luke, His 
descent from David as man, so S. Luke traces it back 
farther to the first man Adam. Christ the Son of 
David is also the Second Adam. Enough is stated iu 
Holy Scripture to show that Mary as well as Joseph 
was connected with the royal line, which was necessary. 

* The namps inserted after Jechoniah are the names of those who 
would have reigned if the monarchy had continued. The Royal Line < 
ended in Christ. Wordsworth. 
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S. Luke also mentions the Blessed Virgin's relationship 
to the ancient priestly line."^ 

" Again/^ says Williams, " as the genealogy of S. 
Matthew is from the birth, women are mentioned : in 
S. Luke from the baptism and new birth, and they are 
omitted. S. Matthew descends, as pointing out Christ 
to the Jews : S. Luke ascends, as showing the restora- 
tion of man to God. S. Matthew, that He was, as 
King, descended from Solomon : S. Luke that He was 
also through Nathan the son of David. In S. Matthew, 
80 to speak, the fathers are reconciled to the children 
while he brings them down to Christ: in S. Luke 
the children are reconciled to the fathers, while they 
bring Christ with them up to Adam and God. So 
both genealogies fulfil the office of Elijah and S. John 
Baptist by preparing the way for Christ.^^* 

As in the first book of the Old Covenant the Holt 
Spirit treats of the genealogy of the creation of the 
natural world in a double relation, i.e., the two gene- 
alogies of the earth, (Gen. i.,) and of man, (Gen. ii.,) 
in a similar way He proceeds in the Gospel with regard 
to the New Creation in Christ. He gives us one gene- 
alogy of Christ by S. Matthew, (i. 1 — 16,) and He 
gives us another genealogy of Christ by S. Luke, (iii. 
23 — 38.) In the former genealogy, that of S. Matthew, 
we have the genealogy of Christ as the seed of Abra- 
ham and of David the King traced downwards through 
the Kings of Judah from David. In the second, that of 
S. Luke, we have the personal genealogy of Christ, '^ the 
Seed of the woman,'^ traced upward through David and 
Abraham to Adam, the Father of the human race. 

The first, (S. Matthew,)^ exhibits Christ's relation 

^ See Wordsworth on S. Matth. i. For a full account of the gene- 
alogies see Isaac Williams on the Nativity — we cannot linger longer on 
it here ; also the import of Names in Holy Scripture ; and *' on the 
eighth day.'' Comp. Easter Day in *' Footprints," the day of the 
New Creation. < 

■aaao WiUiamg, Nativity, p. 117. 
}Tbete are,'* says S. Hilary, "four generations of Christ : 
A Matthew, from Abraham ; 2. In S. Mark, from the Holt 
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to Abraham, the " Friend of God/^ and the ancient 
Hebrew Church. The other, that of S. Luke, displays 
His relation to the whole family of man. And thirdly, 
by the words ev apxi, en arche, " In the beginning 
was the Word,^' (S. John i. 1,) when He speaks of 
Christ's eternal generation,^ the Holy Spirit teaches 
us to see a counterpart to the genealogy of nature in 
the genealogy of grace, and to connect the genealogy 
of creation with that of the Creator Himself. So also 
is it with the genealogies of the heaven and earth and 
man in Genesis. They exhibit the relations of God 
and man in two different aspects.^ 

In connection with this subject and on this Feast of the 
Holy Name, we may well remark the wonderful mean- 
ing of the Names of Holy Scripture (see below,) and 
most especially of the Sacred Names of God Himself, 
as used in Genesis in connection with the '^ generation 
of the heaven and earth,' ' &c. 

The first genealogy (Gen. i.) represents the relation 
in which God stands as Creator of all things, to the 
earth and man. Therefore throughout this chapter He 
is called in the Hebrew by an especial Name — '^ Elohim, 
God," i.e., the God of the universe. 

The second genealogy (Gen. ii.) reveals God in His 
relation to man as His especial object of love, so it 
reveals Him by another title as the Lord God, — Jeho- 
vah Elohim. In this genealogy the name Lord God 
occurs eleven times, but the word God does not occur 
once alone, — nor does the word Lord ever occur singly 
here« In the first chapter the names. Lord God, never 
occur; nor does the word Jehovah, or Lord, ever 
occur there; but the word Elohim, God, occurs by 
itself thirty-three times. This is very remarkable, be- 

Ghost, beginning with the New Creation ; 3. In S. Luke from Adam ; 
4. In S. John, from eternity," Gen. i. 1 ; ii. 4. 

1 See Christmas Day. In the Septnagint the Book of Geneaig 
opens with these same words, 4v ^xS* 

« There k a simUar process with regard to the hiitory of the flood, 
Gen. Ti. 19. See Wordsworth. 
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cause the union of these two names, " Jehovah Elohim/' 
is very rare in- the Old Testament. It occurs only 
once amongst the /7ro«e writings^ Jonah iv. 6, besides 
Gen. ii. In other places it occurs in prayer^ or in the 
mouth of one who wishes in an especial manner to 
exalt all God's greatness and majesty, and is always 
uttered with awe and reverence. See Exodus ix. 30 ; 
Josh. xxii. 22; 1 Sam. vi. 20; 2 Sam. vii. 22, 25; 
2 Kings xix. 19. In the first chapter of Genesis, we 
have Elohim only ; in the second and third chapters, 
Jehovah Elohim ; in the fourth chapter, Jehovah only. 

I. Elohim, God, is a Name which seems to apply not 
to God alone, but to other heathen deities, to angels. 
Exodus xii. 12; Deut. xxix. 18; xxxii. 17; Ps. Ixxxvi. 
8; viii. 5 ; and even to worldly princes, Ps. Ixxxii. 1; 
xcvii. 7; Exod. xxi. 6; xxii. 7, 8; comp. Heb. i. 6; 
ii. 7 — 9. It seems to signify Strength, and Rule^ and 
Dominion. 

II. Bat the Name Jehovah means far more, — it is 
derived from the old verb, Havah, " to be,'' and means 
'* self-existence," (see Hosea xii. 5.) The proper mean- 
ing seems, " He is,*^ (Exod. iii. 13 — 15.) The word Je- 
hovah proclaims Him as *^ I am that 1 am." It was 
rarely spoken by the Jews ; so its pron-unciation seems 
unknown ; such was their awe and reverence for the 
Divine Being, th€ Everlasting, the only Fountain of 
Life. Instead, whenever the word Jehovah occurred, 
they uttered Adonai (except when it accompanies Ado- 
nai.) This word Adonai means " Kurios," or Lord, 
therefore in our English Bibles the Name Jehovah is 
represented by Lord. 

God especially revealed Himself to Moses by this 
Name when sending him to confound the false gods of 
Egypt, (Exod. vi. 2.) He only could say, " I am that 
I am ; I am, and none other beside Me." This title 
the New Testament represents by the words, " Who is, 

1 Who was, and Who is to come," (Rev. i. 4, 8.) 
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It 18 Qsed in contrast to the false gods who claim to 
exists but are not, which are called by S. Paul, jx^ ovre^ 
me ontes — "not existing/* (Gal. iv. 8; 1 Cor. viii. 
4;) by Moses, Elilim, "nonentities, vanities/' (Lev. 
xix. 4 ; xxvi. 1,) as contrasted with the true Elohim, 
Jehovah, (Ps. xcvi. 5,) where David says, " Confounded 
be all they who boast themselves in Elilim ; worship 
Him, all ye Elohim/' (Ps. xcvii. 7.) 

Thus it came to pass that Jehovah is the Name 
which betokens God's especial care and tender love for 
and protection of His people, and of His Church which 
believes in Him as the only true God, Whom alone she 
worships and adores. " In the beginning,'* &c., (Gen. 
i. 1.) But when God made man, — the relation of 
earth to God is raised and consecrated, and God re- 
veals Himself by a new Name, bespeaking this new 
relationship, after the whole creation had been sancti- 
fied by the institution of the Sabbath, (Bxod. xx. II ; 
Deut. V. 14,) which is called "the Sabbath of the Lord 
thy God,*' "Jehovah Elohim" in the Hebrew. 

Adam, the man, was a type of Christ, (comp. Ps. i., 
the picture of the Perfect man.) This we know from the 
New Testament, (I Cor. xv. 47.) Eve formed out of 
his side as he slept, is the figure of the Church, " the 
Bride of the Lamb/* formed out of His pierced Side as 
He slept in death on the Cross, (S. John xix.) Christ, 
the Second Adam, was laid asleep in death on the 
Cross, and by His death we live. His Side was pierced, 
and " thereout came Water and Blood,** (S. John xix. 
34,) the Life-giving Stream of the Holy Sacraments 
instituted by Him, by which the benefits of the In- 
carnation and Death of the Son of God, the Lord from 
Heaven, are applied to His Church, and each of His 
members. Hence the Church pleads the piercing of 
Christ*s side, and the shedding forth of Blood and 
Water, as she consecrates the baptismal waters. 

Thus is Paradise restored to us in Christ. As Eve 
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tbe mother of all living derived her name and life through 
Adam from the Lord Jehovah, " the Everiiviug One/' 
80 all Christians are children of the spiritual Eve, our 
Mother the Church {Kvpixxrj, Kuriake,) who derives her 
life and name from the Kv^iog (Kurios,) or Lord 
Christ, the Jehovah our Righteousness, (Jer. xxiii. 6 ; 
Epistle, 25th Sunday after Trinity,) God and Man, the 
Second Adam, " Emmanuel, God with us,'' *^ God made 
manifest in flesh." 

Hence we see the Divine wisdom of Moses in keep- 
ing the Name Jehovah for the second chapter of 
Genesis, where, after teaching the Jews and us Chris- 
tians that Elohim, Who created all things, is also our 
Jehovah, God of all, and Maker of all, he goes on in 
this chapter to show forth the especial relation of Je- 
hovah Elohim to us, — to man formed out of the earth, 
to woman formed out of man, and reveals to us the 
Divine institution of marriage by Jehovah in the time 
of man's innocency in Paradise. 

All this has been fully explained to us in Christ 
the Lord, at Whose Holy Name — as man " God with 
us" — we bow the knee in reverent adoration, as the Jews 
of old at the Name Jehovah.^ He calls Himself the 
Great '' I am," (comp. the trial before the Sanhedrim,^ 
where He claims to be equal with God, the Lord Je- 
hovah.) He tells us that ^' before Abraham was^ I 
am," (S. John viii. 58;) " I am the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life," (S. John xiv. 6 ;) He became " Jehovah 
Tsidkenu," the Lord our Righteousness, (Jer. xxiii. 6; 
xxxiii. 16; Rom. v. 21 ; 1 Cor. i. 30;) by His Incar- 
nation and Passion, clothes us with His own Holiness, 
by our Baptismal incorporation with Him, (Rev. vi. 
11 ;) He is our Resurrection and Life, (S. John xi. 
25,26.) 

The Name Lord is especially appropriated to Christ 

' See Dr. Mill's Lectnres on the Catechism, iz. p. 58 ; zL p. 267. 
^ See **Footprvat% of the Lord/' Good Friday. 
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in the New Testament, i.e. *' The Grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ/^ (2 Cor. xiii. 14 ;) the Church's daily 
bcDediction : *^ To us there is/' &c., " One Lord Jesus 
Christ, by Whom are all things, and we by Him,'' 
(1 Cor. viii. 6.) Observe how often Christ is called 
the Lord Jesus in the Acts of the Apostles after 
His Ascension, — but only once by the same S. Luke 
in his Gospel, when mentioning His Resurrection, 
the first act in His glorified life, to show that after His 
Ascension we contemplate Him in the twofold aspect 
as Man and God; in the Gospel the perfect suffering 
Man ; in the Acts, the glorified and ascended Lord, 
the Head of the Church, — this new relation being sig- 
nified by the change of Name — Jesus having ascended 
is now called the Lord Jesus, Jehovah Jesus, — the 
Lord in the New Testament being equivalent to Jeho- 
vah in the Old. See Gen. i., ii. ; comp. Acts i. 21 ; 
iv. 33; vii. 59; viii. 16 ; xi. 17; xv. 17; xvi. 81; xix. 
5, 13, 17. 

So wondrously do the Old and New Testament re- 
veal the One Lord, the Triune God ever being typified 
to the Jewish Church in the Levitical benediction still 
used by the Christian Church on Ash Wednesday, and 
in the Trisagion. Comp. Numb. vi. 24 — 27; Isa. vi. 
1 — 3 ; Rev. iv. 2 — 8. So wonderfully do all the Divine 
attributes and titles meet in Him Who '^ is All and 
in AH.'' 

There are ten ^^Toledoth," or generations, men- 
tioned in Genesis, — they are the ten links of the chain 
of the history which stretches from the creation to the 
building up of the Church of God by Jacob and the 
twelve patriarchs, foreshadowing the building up of the 
Church Universal by Jesus Christ, Whose generations 
are recorded in the beginning of the first Gospel, that 
of S. Matthew, and by His twelve Apostles. 

Thus the chain of the '^Toledoth" extends from the 
creation through Christ to Eternity. 



208 FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLY CHILD. 

We have in Holy Scripture a series of genealogies 
from Adam to Noah^ from Noah to Abraham, and down 
to the time of the second temple, (comp. 1 Chron. i. — x. ;) 
and to Christ the Second Adam, (S. Matth. i. 1 ; S. 
Luke iii. 23,) the '' Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the end/' The genealogy of the first Adam is 
introduced as preparatory to the history of the floods 
(Gen. vi. 9 — 22.) The genealogy of Jesus Christ, 
the Second Adam, is inserted in S. Luke in connection 
with the baptism of the Second Adam, '^ thence water was 
sanctified to the mystical washing away of siu,^^ (see 
Bapt. Collect,) by baptism, which is the antitype to the 
flood, (1 S. Pet. iii. 20, 21 ; S. Luke iii. 23.) 

It has been well observed by a learned modern writer^ 
that " as the book of the new covenant opens with these 
words, *The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of David, the Son of Abraham,^ (S. Matth. 
i. 1,) the first book of the Old Testament, Genesis, 
is marked by the recurrence of this formula running 
throughout it, and makes ten successive links of the 
chain which binds the whole together.'* 

" These are the generations," this is the formula. 

L ** These are the generations of the heavens and the 
earth,*' (Gen. ii. 4.) This is the first link. 

IL The second is, ** These are the generations of 
Adam," (Gen. v. 1.) 

After the decline of Cain we rise again to a higher 
elevatiou — IIL '^ These are the generations of Noah," 
(Gen. vi. 9.) 

IV. " These are the generations of the sons of Noah," 
(Gen. X. 1.) We sink in the flood, but rise again in 
the new race which peoples the world. 

1 See Wordsworth on Gen. i., ii. Any one who would draw out 
more fully the wondrous types and meanings of the ancient historic 
as well as the prophetic Scriptures will be amply repaid if they will 
study this beautiful commentary and notes on the Old Testament — 
Genesis, Exodus, &c.| to which the writer of this little book is in^ 
d for all the above information and many of the thoughts. 
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V. "These are the generations of Shem/' (Gten. 
id, 10.) We sink again in the degeneracy of that family^ 
but rise again in the ehosen seed of Abraham. 

VI. *^ These are the generations of Terah." (Gen. 
xi. 27.) 

With Abraham we come to Canaan^ and for awhile 
the worldly race is preferred to the heavenly. 

VII. ^' These are the generations of Ishmael/' {Qen, 
XXV. 12^) precedes the announcement. 

VIII. "These are the generations of Isaac/' (Gen. 
XXV. 19,) and IX. " these are the generations of Esau/' 
(Gen. xxxvi. 1 — 8,) comes before X. "These are the 
generations of Jacob/' (Gen. xxxvii. 2.) 

" With Jacob we go down to Egypt where Joseph rcsr 
ceives us, and there the promised seed of Abraham is 
disciplined by adversity till the time is come for the 
manifestation of the power of Jehovah, the God of 
Israel, over the false gods of the heathen, and for the 
march of Israel on to Canaan, the land promised to 
Abraham, (Exod. vi. 2, 3.) 

" This book of generations closes with the prophecy of 
the dying patriarch to Joseph of the future kingdom of 
Christ, which was to come forth out of the tribe of Ju- 
dah, to Whom ^ the gathering of the people should be,' 
and with the act of faith of Jacob and Joseph command- 
ing the removal of their bones to Canaan, by which 
they declare their faith in a future exodus and the 
resurrection of the body, (Gen. xlix. 10.)" 

How wonderful is the unity of Scripture ! and it has 
not been a subject unfitting for the Christian's new 
year's meditation to consider God's past dealings with 
His people, the eternal generations of the Father and 
of the Son, and to take confidence for the future from 
the memory of the past, and thus to trust ourselves 
more fully to the care of the everlasting arms of that 
great Jehovah, "Who is the Same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever/' to lead us through the wilderness, and 

II. P 
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'^ over tbe waves of this troublesome world^ safe into the 
haven where we would he." S. Paul especially invites 
us to the study of the history of the ancient people 
as a type and example and warning for ourselves^ 
(1 Cor. X. 11.) So truly^ as S.Ambrose says^ is shown 
to us '^ umbra in lege^ imago in Evangelio^ Veritas in 
coelo,^^ i.e., " The shadow in the law, the image in the 
Oospel, the truth in heaven. '^ So do Genesis and 
Revelation meet in Christ, the Jehovah Jesus. 
" Canaan extends to the whole earth through Him.'' 
It reaches to Heaven itself. The temporal type is 
swallowed up in the Eternal Antitype. Man mounts to 
heaven in Christ, and dwells there for ever in and with 
Him Who, by dwelling in the tabernacle in the wilder- 
ness, prepared the way for His own ^^Tabernacling'' in 
the flesh with us, (S. John i. 14; see Christmas Day,) 
and for His Tabernacling with us in His Holy Sa- 
craments and for Ever in heaven hereafter, (Rev. vii. 
15 ; xxi. 3.)i 

Consider, lastly, the promise made in type in the 
lessons for the last Sunday of the world's old year, 
(1st after Christmas, Isa. xxxvii. and xxxviii.,) the 
promise made by the Lord Jehovah to be a perpetual 
defence to His holy city, (xxxvii. 35 ; 3 Kings xx. 6,) 
how the Christian Church is now that city ; how she 
is beset with enemies; how her outworks are often 
taken, her faithless citizens betrayed, tempted, and slain, 
but she herself is still invincible ; none need be lost 
who abide faithfully in the Citadel, (Isa. xxxvii. 22, 33.) 

Consider, how there is a Book in which the citizens 
of this city are enrolled. Who will open this book f 
The Lamb of God alone is found worthy, (Rev. v. 
4 — 6 ; comp. iii. 7 ; Isa. xxii. 22,) this very Lamb Who 
to-day began to shed forth His Blood for them. From 
Whom will faithless citizens flee ? (Rev. vi. 16 ; ix. 6.) 
Not from the **Lord Jehovah," or the "Lion of the tribe 

Jadab/^ but as the apostle of love himself tells us, 

' See Wordswortli on Gen. \. &o. 
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from tbe wrath of the meek and patient Lamb ! Whose 
Love they have rejected^ Whose Cross they have trampled 
OD^ Whose Blood they have refused to be washed in. 

May God preserve us all from such an end I and help 
us so " to purify ourselves as He is pure^^^ so to wash our 
robes in His Bloody that " when He conieth/' we may be 
amongst those who have made His pierced Side their 
refuge^ His Loving Heart their comfort^ His grace their 
help^ and so will be admitted to sing the new Song of 
Moses and the Lamb for ever and ever^ Amen and 
Amen, (Rev. vii. 9, 10, 14 — 17.) 

L Consider the Sacred Name of Jehovah^ and Jesus 
Lord — 

'' Jehovah.*' " Self-Existing, The I am.*' Exod. 
vi. 8 ; Ps. Ixxxiii. 18 ; Isa. xii. 2 ; xxvi. 4. 

" Jehovah- Jireh.'* "The Lord will provide/* 
"The Lord will be manifested, or seen.** Gen. xxii. 14.^ 

'^JEHOVAH-Nissi.** *^ The Lord my Banner ;** Ex. 
xvii. 15 ; Cant. ii. 4, " His Banner over me,** &c. 

*^ JEHOVAH-Shalom.** ''The Lord send Peace;** 
" His Name shall be called the Prince of Peace.** Judg. 
vi. 24 ; Isa. ix. 

'' Jehovah- Shammah.** ''The Lord is there.** 
Ezek. xlviii. 35. 

" JEHOVAH-Tsidkenu.** "The Lord our Righte- 
ousness.** Jer. xxiii. 6; xxxiii. 16; Epistle for 25th 
Sunday after Trinity. 

II. Consider the Holy Child, as the Lord Jesus or 
Jehovah Jesus — God with us,^ 

" The Lord Jesus.** S. Luke xxiv. 3 ; Acts i. 21. 
" Both Lord and Christ,** (anointed.) Acts ii. 36. 
" Lord Jesus.** Acts vii. 59. 
" The Name of the Lord Jesus.** Acts viii. 16. 
In connection with the Holy Eucharist, " The Lord 

1 Immanuely ** God with u8." These titles aU meet in Christ 
the Son as well as in God the Fathbr. 
s Also Feast of S. Thomas, p. 70, &c. 
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Jesus'' — ^it is the Cap of the Lo&d. Acts ix. 29; 
xi. 20; xvi. 81 ; xii. 10, 17; xx. 35 ; 1 Cor. xL 28. 
'^ Jesus is the Lo&d/' 1 Cor. xii. 3. 
" The Lord Jesus/' 2 Cor. i. 14; ir. 10. 
^^ Oar LoBD Jesus Chust/'^ 1 Cor. xvi. 21, 22; or 
^' Oar Jehovah, a Saviour, the Anointed." Gal. 
vi. 17. 

" Our Jadge." 1 Thcss. iiL 18; iv. 16, 17. 
" Oar Peace and Rest." 2 Thess. i. 2, 7. 
'' Our Great Shepherd." Heb. xiu. 20. 
'^ Our Resurrection." Heb. xiii. 20 ; comp. Acts ii. 
84 ; 1 Pet. i. 8. 

^< Our Entrance into the Everlasting Kingdom." 
2 Pet. i. 11. 

^ The Final Hope of His Saints." Rev. xxii. 20. 
*' He is before all things, and by Him all things con- 
sist." Col. i. 17. 

*' The Almighty, which is, and which was, and which 
is to come." Eev. i. 8. 

" The Creator of all things." Col. i. 16. 
'' The Upholder of all things." Heb. i. 8. ' 
'' The Everlasting Father," (or the Father of Eter- 
nity.) Isa. ix. 6. 

'' The Beginning." Col. i. 18. 
" The Beginning and the Ending." Rev. i. 8. 
^' The Alpha and Omega." Rev. i. 8. 
'' The First and the Last." Rev. i. 17. 
'^ The Life." 1 S. John i. 2. 
'' Eternal Life." 1 S. John v. 20. 
*' That Eternal Life which was with the FjLTHEe." 
1 S. John i. 2. 

" He that Liveth for Evermore." Rev. L 18. 
"Jesus, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; 
with Whom one day is as a thousand years and a thou- 
sand years as one day.^ 



a 




' In aJI these passages Christ is spoken of as the Lord, or our 
^ovAH, (See abovei p. 69, Fart I.) Compare titles, last page* 
'^Mt brought again from the dead ous IaOmi 3sa\s% Christ.** 
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IV. Consider this Holy Child as the Father^ s Gift for 
time and eternity, '* God so lored the world that He 
gave His Only-Begotten Son/^ 

For He is — 

*' The Gift of God/' S. John iii. 16 ; iv. 10. 

'' His Unspeakable Gift.'' 2 Cor. ix. 15. 

" My Beloved in Whom My Soul is well pleased." 
S. Matth. xii. 18. 

'' Mine Elect, in Whom My Soul delighteth." Isa. 
zlii. 1. 

" The Holy Child Jesus." Acts iv. 27. 

'' The Chosen of God." S. Luke xxiii. 35. 

^'The Salvation of God." S. Luke ii. 3(X 

'^The Salvation of the daughter of Zion." Isa. Ixii. 1 1 . 

" The Redeemer." Isa. lix. 20. 

" The Shiloh," (Peace-maker.) Gen. xlix» 10. 

'^ The Consolation of Israel." S. Luke ii. 25. 

'' The Blessed." Ps. Ixxii. 17. 

" The Most Blessed for Ever." Ps. xxi. 6. 

" A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him who 
hath it — whithersoever it turneth it prospereth." Prov. 
xvii. 8. He is the chief Corner-stone. 

Lastly f how we should keep in mind the memory of our 
birth, human fragility, and deaths Gen. iii. 16^ 19 
xvi. 8 ; xviii. 27 ; 1 Sam. v. 4 ; Job x. 9 ; Prov. xxxi. 30 
Eccles. ii. 11, 16, 23; iii. 19; vi. 7; vii. 2 ; xi. 8 
Isa. ix. 14; xi. 4; xiii. 20 ; xix. 15 ; xliii. 5; Lam. i. 9 
Zech. viii. 7; Ecclns. vii. 36; xxxviii. 22; xl. 1 ; xli. 1. 
" In the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength." 
" In Thee, Lord, have I trusted, let me never be 
confounded." 

Types. 

The Patriarchs and their names. 

1. Adam, " taken out of the earth." Gen. iL 15, 20 ; 

^ S. Anthony, Concotdsncm, ^q. 
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V. 2; Deut. xxxii. 8; Job xxxi. 33; Bom. v. 14j 1 
Cor. XV. 22, 45 ; 1 Tim. ii. 13, 14 ; S. Jude 14. 

2. Seth, *^ appointed.^' Gen. v. 8, 6 ; 1 Chron. i. 1 ; 
S. Luke iii. 38. 

3. Eno8, '' weak.'' Gen. iv. 26 ; S. Luke iii. 38. 

4. Cain, '^gotten — acquired — a possession.'' Gen. 
iv. 2, 5, 15, 25 ; Heb. xi. 4; 1 S. John iii. 12; S. 
Jude 11. 

5. Mahalaleel, ''Illumination of God, or he who 
praises God." Gen. v. 12. 

6. Jared, '^he that descends; or he that rules, or 
commands." Gen. v. 15 ; S. Luke iii. 37, comp. Isa. ix. 

7. Enoch, " the seventh from Adam — dedicated, 
disciplined." Gen. v. 18; Num. xxxv. 21, 22; S. 
Luke xxiii. 12 ; Rom. viii. 7 ; S. James iv. 4. 

8. Methuselah, ''the arms or spoil of his death." 
Gen. V. 21, 25, 27; 1 Chron. i. 3; S. Luke iii. 37. 
Comp. Isa. viii. 1 — 3, " Maher-shalal-hash-baz — He 
speeds to the spoil." 

9. Lamech, '' poor — made low." Gen. iv. 18, 19 ; 
V. 25 ; 1 Chron. i. 3 ; S. Luke iii. 36; comp. Phil. ii. ; 
S. Luke i. 47—49. 

10. Noah, ''repose — rest — consolation." Gen. v. 
29, 30 ; vi. 8, 9 ; vii. 23 ; viii. 1 ; ix. 24, 29 ; 1 Chron. 
i. 4; Isa. liv. 9; Ezek. xiv. 14, 20; S. Matth. xxiv. 
37; S. Luke iii. 36; xvii. 26; Heb. xi. 7; 1 S. Pet. 
iii. 20 ; 2 S. Pet. ii. 5 ; S. Matth. xi. 28, 29 ; Jer. vi. 
16 ; Heb. iv., " There remaineth a rest." 

Lessons, 

Earnest sorrow for the past, and trust for the future 
in our great Jehovah. 

Fresh going forth in His service, in love to Him and 
His. 

Earnest work for Him, wherever in His vineyard H e 
may please to place us, and call us to work, — content 
^to take the lowest place, so He is glorified. 
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This is a high aiaii but not higher than we are called 
to as Christians^ and by our circumcision — the New 
Birth of Baptism — when^ by our threefold vow^ we are 
sworn to His service^ for life and in death, ^^ to our 
lifers end/^ and enlisted under His banner as faithful 
soldiers and servants to fight His threefold enemies in 
the Threefold Name^ and by the sign of the Holy Cross 
in which we should begin, continue, and end all our 
works. 

Not to be discouraged, or alter our high aim because 
we fall so miserably short of it. *' Though I fall^ yet 
will I rise/^ The devil is best pleased when we are 
discouraged by our own falls and sins. 

Fear not though the foe is strong, and the way rough 
and long, our own hearts weak^ weary, and treacherous : 

" Christian, dost thou see them 

On the holy ground. 
How the troops of Midian 

Prowl and prowl around ? 
Christian, up and smite them. 

Counting gain but loss. 
Smite them by the merit 

Of the Holy Cross I" 

Remember our great Master's words, ^^ Be ye perfect, 
as your Father in heaven is perfect.^' nis must be our 
aim ; our hope, and Strength is Uh promise, " Stronger 
are they that are for you, than they that are against 
you/' The Hosts of angels who guarded and waited on 
the Holy Child, guard, and watch, and fight with us still. 
The Holy Child Himself at the Father's right hand is 
our Jesus, our Saviour, — and if only we are true we 
shall hear His voice, saying, '^ Fear not, I am with thee." 

" Well I know thy trouble, 

My servant true. 
Thou art very weary, 

1 was weary too ! 
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But, That Toil shall make thee 
One day all Mine own ; 

But, the end of sorrow 
Shall be near My Throne. Amen." 



€f 



We aim at perfection. The Son of Man made per- 
fect by suffering shows to us the way of perfection — i.e. 

" The way of the Cross, i.e. 

" Of humiliation, self-sacrifice, and devotion to God. 

" You may trace it by the Blood of Christ. 

" It begins at the stable ; it passes through the wil- 
derness ; ends at Calvary .'* — Hours of Sacrifice. 

Prayers J ^-c. 

" Grant us grace, Lord — 

*' To deny ourselves, that we may obey Thee. 

'^ To hate myself, that I may love Thee. 

" To forget myself, that I may remember Thee. 

" To lose myself, that I may find Thee. 

" To die, that I may live ! 

" That I may embrace the Cross, as so only I may 
wear the Crown. Amen.^' 

" Lord Jesu Christ, Lamb of God, Who in the 
first coming of Thy glory didst deign to come in hu- 
mility, on account of our sins ; we pray Thee that when 
the second Advent of Thy clemency approaches, our 
sins may be blotted out in the Blood of the Lamb, and 
that Thou mayest cause our names with all Thy holy 
saints to be written in the Book of Life. Amen.^^ 

" Grant us. Lord, we pray, that by Thy grace, 
through the reception of Thy Sacred Mysteries, we may 
be conformable unto Thee, in Whom our nature is 
united to God. Amen.^' 

'' V. Behold the Lamb of God ; 

" R. We will rejoice and be glad in Him. 

" F. That taketh away the sins of the world; 
Ji. We wil\ rejoice and be glad in Him. Alleluia. 



/y 
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'' F. Glory and honoar^ ftc.^ be to the Fatebb, and 
to the SoN^ and to the Holt Ghost; 

" R. In the Name of the Lo&d^ and for all ages of 
ages. 

'' V. Always. 

"It Amen.'' 

Manual of Spirittuil Communion. 

Scriptures^ see above. Circumcision^ also Isa. xxxvii.^ 
xxxviii. ; Fss. xxv., xxvi., xxvii.^ xxviii., xxix., xxx., 
xxxi.^ xxxii.j xxxiii., xxxiv., xxi., xxii., xxiii., xxiv. See 
Bible headings of these Psalms. The Te Deum. 

Hymn&, 

"New Year's Eve,"^ the Last Night of the Old Year. 

*' I watched the old year as it lay a-dying; 
The moon's cold light fell on the darkened bed ; 
I heard the winds their requiescat sighing 
Over his weary head. 

*' His work was done, and like a warrior olden, 
The hard fight o'er, he laid his armour down, 
And passed all silent through the portal golden, 
Where gleams the victor's crown. 

" What a strange life it had been 1 oh, the story 
If all its joys and sorrows could be known I 
How would dark shadows mingling with its glory 
Round its whole course be thrown. 

" How many tears have fallen hot and thickly. 
How many wounded hearts, with anguish sore, 

^ The only mention of the New Year in the Prayer Book is the 
Rubric which orders the Christmas Collect ''to be said daily until 
New Year's Eve." May not this suggest to us that if we cannot spend 
the last hours of the fading year in church, as happily now many have 
the opportunity of doing in the midnight services, now common in 
many churches, at least it shall find us not in the midst of worldly 
gaiety, &c., but on our knees, remembering with sorrow the past, 
gone for ever with the account of all our sins, negligences, and 
offences, and seeking strength from the Saviour of the world for the 
New Year and the time to come. 
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Have uttered the deep longing, ' O eome quicklj. 
Our bruited hopes restore.' 



'' How many blessed gifts of truest gladnets* 
His Own Dear Hand has scattered on our way ! 
How oft His Voice of Love amid our sadneaa 
Turned darkness into day. 

'' Old dying year, thy memories are dearer 
Than any of thy graudsires gone before ; 
I feel as if thy waves had brought me nearer 
To the Eternal Shore. 

" So here I bring its every sin and sorrow, 
Its deeds accomplished and its works undone. 
To His dear cross, and wait the bright to-morrow. 
And the unsetting Sun. 

'* Therefore, old year, farewell. I watch thee dying, 
Struggling in weakness for thy latest breath, 
I catch the lessons thou would'st teach me lying 
In the calm sleep of death. 

** And these thy last faint words, while mom doth brighten, 
' Up and be doing, lay in golden store ; 
Till the great harvest of the world shall whiten. 
And time shall be no more.' " 

Rev. R. H. Baynes, M.A., Lyra AngUeana. 



New Year's Day. 

''Lord Jesus I still lead on 

Till our rest is won. 
And although the way be cheerless. 
We will follow calm and fearless ; 

Guide us by Thine Hand 

To our fatherland. 

** If the way be drear, 

If the foe be near. 
Let not faithless fears o'ertake us. 
Let not faith and hope forsake us, 

For through many a foe 

To our home we go. 
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" When we seek relief 

From a long-felt grief, 
When temptations come alluring 
Make us patient and enduring. 

Show us that bright shore. 

Where we weep no more. 

" Lord Jbsus, still lead on, 

Till our rest be won ; 
Heavenly Leader, still direct us. 
Still support, console, protect us, 

Till we safely stand 

In our fatherland." 

Spitta. 



Up Hill 

" Does the road wind up-hill all the way ? 
Yes, to the very end. 
Will the day's journey take the whole long day ? 
From morn to night, my friend. 

*' But is there for the night a resting place ? 

A roof for when the slow dark hours begin. 
May not the darkness hide it from my face? 
Tou cannot miss that inn. 

"Shall I meet other wayfarers at night? 
Those who have gone before. 
Then must I knock, or call when just in sight ? 
They will not keep you standing at that door. 

"Shall I find comfort, travel-sore and weak? 
Of labour you shall find the sum. 
Will there be beds for me and all who seek? 
Yea, beds for all who come." 

C. ROSSBTTI. 

Also these, Ancient and Modem, 237, 238, 239, 240, 
190, 193, 194, 196, 197, 158, 183. 

" Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 198. 
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THB MA8TER*8 FRESBNCB. 



I. In Joy, AnciefU and Modern^ 212» 213. 

II. In Sis works. Ancient and Modem, 223, 224, 227, 229. 

III. In His Poor, Andemt ami Modem, 232, 234. 

IV. In His Word. AneieiU and Modem, 201. 

v. In His Church. Ancient and Modem, 242, 243. 
VI. In Sis Ministers and Sacraments, Ancient and Modem, 
214, 216, 216, 206, 207, 206, 210, 209, 211, 127, 181, 142. 

VU. bk Troubies and Sorrows* 

*^ When in the houc of utmost need,^ &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 233. 

" God of our life, to Thee we call," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 234. 

" Surely He hath borne our griefs.'' 

*' When our heads are bowed with woe. 
When our bitter tears overflow. 
When we mourn the lost, the dear, 
Jbsu, Son of Mary, hear,'' &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 163. 

"My God, my Fathbr^ while I stray,'' &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 170. 

" Oft in danger, oft in woe," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 175. 

" Fte fipom my hearenly home,'* &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 176. 

" Jbsu, grant me this, I pray. 
Ever in Thy heart to stay,** &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 177* 

" Whom have we in heaven in comparison with Thee," &c. 
''Jbsu, my Lord, my God, my All, 

« * 4L « 

Jbsu, my Lord, I Thee adore, 

O make me love Thee more and more," &c 

Ancient and Modem, 178. 




WEABT OF THE CIRCUMCISION. 221 

VIII. In Life. 

''All unseen the Matter walketh 
At His toiling servant's side, 
Comfortable words He talketh, 
Whilst His hands uphold and guide. 

'' Grief nor pain, nor any sorrow 

Rends thy heart to Him unknown, 
He to-day, and He to-morrow 
Grace sufficient gives His own. 

" Holy strivings nerve and strengthen, 
Long endurance wins the crown. 
When earth's evening shadows lengthen. 
Thou shalt lay thy burden down.** 

IX. In Death. 

*' He leadeth me beside the sdll waters." 

« « * * 

" Here, the tall trees casting shadows, 
Here, the sunset-gilded wave; 
Here, the forms we loved so dearly; 
Here, the quiet Christian grave. 

" There, the placid streams of comfort 

Watering many a verdant lea; 

There, the spirits that have left us, 

Waiting till the end shall be. 

" Here, the great unrest of ages; 
Here, the trouble, toil, and strife : 
There, the peaceful quiet waters 
Of the crystal stream of life. 

"Here, the sighing of the branches; 
Here, the wave-beat on the shore : 
There, the ceaseless strain of angels 
Chanting praises evermore. 

Here, the rocks, and shoals, and quicksands, 

Here, the white cross on the sold ; 
There, the haven where (we) would be. 

In the bosom of {our) God." 

B. COURTBNAY GiDLBY. 

From Lyra Anglicana. 



ft 



222 FOOTSTEPS OF THE HOLT CHILD. 



The Good Shepherd leads and feeds His sheep in the fold 

below and above, 

** I know My sheep, and am known of them." 
" He calleth His own by name and leadeth them forth." 
" He shall feed me in a green pasture, and lead me forth be- 
side the waters of comfort. 

" Tea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, &c.. Thou art with me," &c. Psalm xxiii. 

" Good Shepherd true, o'er hill and dale. 
Thy Voice sounds night and day. 
Aye calling to some faithful soul, 
' Beloved one, come away.' 

" So ever and anon Thou lead*st 
Our cherished ones away, 
To feed them in Thy pastures blest. 
Where living fountains play. 

" Shall we whom in the lonely wild 

Thou biddest still to stay. 
With selfish thought of earthly love 
Their willing steps delay ? 

" Nay, Holy Shepherd, do Thy will ; 
In Thy dear arms so blest. 
In fullest trust our loved ones we 
Lay down to take their rest. 

"We will not call them back, nor strive 
Their parting steps to stay, 
But we will strive to follow them 
As Thou shalt point the way. 

" O Jesu nearest, Jssu best. 
We leave them all with Thee, 
Knowing how, in Thy keeping, they 
Are safe eternally. 

" Ours once, through gift of Thy Dear Love, 
We yield them up awhile. 
Till we may share their joys on high, 
In sunshine of Thy smile. 

" Till we too gain our Shepherd's fold, 
Our Father's home above, 
IFliere all Thy true ones meet again 
In. rest, light, life, and love. 
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" With aching hearts, yet calm glad hope 
We give them back to Thee, 
Till folded safe we too with God 
For evermore shall be. 

" Leave them with Thee to love and keep 
Thine own, dear Lord, for ever, 
Until the mystic vail no more 
Us and our loved ones sever. 



(( 



Then, when the Angel reapers come 

To gather in Thy sheaves. 
Lord, grant us with Thy wheat a place. 

Not midst the fallen leaves. 

** Grant us in radiancy of light 
Thy unveiled face to see. 
And meet, in Thy Dear Presence joined 
For Evermore in Thee. Amen.'' 

M. E. 
In mem. King of Hawaii^ Kam^hamSha IV.,^ 
Writer of Preface to Prayer Bookf 1864. 

His Second Coming. 

" Be ye also ready." 

" What and if the day is breaking, 

Day so long by seers foretold. 
When, from slumbers deep awaking. 

Saints their Saviour shall behold; 
Are you ready ? are you ready ? 

Or is still your bosom cold? 

" Is it cold to Him Who sought thee 

In this wilderness forlorn ? 
Cold to Him, the Friend Who bought thee. 

Nor complained of nail and thorn ? 
Are you ready ? are you ready ? 

Or do you His yearning scorn ? 

" Are you clothed in bridal raiment. 

Woven by Anointed Hands ? 
Given thee without thy payment, 

Pledge of love's attracting bands.' 
Are you ready ? are you ready ? 

See the portal open stands. 

' Kam^ham^ha IV., King of Hawaii, Sandwich Island, died Feast 
of S. Andrew, 1864. 
' '' I drew them with the cords of a man, mlVv\iv^<^% ^IVss^r 
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" Are you washed in holy water, 
Tou so long by sin defiled? 
Should tie say, ' My son, My daughter/ 

Can you say, / Behold Thy child ?' 
Are you ready ? are you ready. 
Thus by Jesus to be styled ? 

" Are you ready for the meeting 

With the Saviour in the air« 
Loneing for that holy greeting 

With the ransomed myriads there 
If not ready, if not ready. 

Oh, for that great Day prepare !'' 

Anon. Lyra Anglicana. 
See '^ Christmas Eve^'' Lyra Innocentium. 

" From House to Home" 

** Here we have no continuing city, but seek one to come/' 

" Then earth and heaven in one did roll, 
Time, space, and change and death, had passed away ; 
Weight, numbers^ measure, each had reached its whole, 
The Day had come — that Day ! 

" Multitudes, multitudes stood up in bliss, 
Made equal to the angels, glorious, fair. 
With harps, palms, wedding garments, kiss of peace, 
And crowned and haloed hair. 

" They sang a song, a new sons in the height, 
Harping with harps to Him Who's strong and true. 
They drank new wine, their eyes did see new light, 
Lo, all things were made new. 

" As though one pulse stirred all, one rush of blood 
Fed all, one breath swept through them myriad-voiced. 
They struck their harps, cast down their crowns, they stood. 
They worshipped, and rejoiced. 

" Each face looked one way like a moon new lit, 
Each face looked one way towards its Sun of Love, 
~^rank Love, and bathed in Love and mirrored it 
And knew no end thereof. 



m 
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" Glory touched glory, on each blessdil head, 
Hands locked dear hands, never to sunder more. 
These were the new begotten from the dead, 
Whom the great Birthday bore. 

" Heart answered heart, soul answered soul, at rest 
Doable against each other filled, sufficed. 
All loving, loved of all ; and loving best 
And best beloved of Christ. 

* * « « 

" They stood together in that blessed noon, 
Thev sang together through the length of days ; 
Eacn loving face bent sunwards as the moon 
New lit with love and praise. 

" Therefore, O friend, I would not if I might 
Rebuild my house of lies wherein I joyed 
One time to dwell : my soul shall walk in white, 
Cast down, but not destroyed. 

** Therefore in patience I possess my soul. 
Tea, therefore as a flint I set my face 
To pluck down, and to build again the whole, 
But in a distant place. 

'' These thorns are sharp, but I can tread on them, 
This cup is loathsome, but He makes it sweet, 
My face is steadfast towards Jerusalem, 
My heart remembers it. 

" Although to-day I walk in tedious ways, 
To>day His staff is turned into a rod, 
Yet I will wait for Him the appointed days 
And stay upon my God. Amen." 



C. R. 



SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS. 

FIRST SUNDAY IN JANUARY. 

** To save His people from their sins." 

Between the Feasts of the Circumcision and the 
Epiphany there is often another Sunday, which has no 

II. Q 
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separate Eacharistic Scriptures or Collect appointed for 
it, but the order in the Prayer Book *^ that the Epistle^ 
Gospel and Collect of the Circumcision shall serve for 
every day until the Epiphany/^ provides for this first 
Sunday in the year, and is but the prolonging through the 
great twelve days, of the angelic songs, and the Church's 
rejoicing for the Birth of the Holy Child Jesus. 

In the Calendar of Lessons this Sunday is called the 
Second Sunday after Christmas, and has especial Les- 
sons appointed for it, and this is the only portion of 
the service differing from that of the Feast of the Cir- 
cumcision. They call for our meditation for a few- 
moments, as they are very beautiful as the promise and 
hope to go forth with on the first Lord's Day of the 
world's New Year, and could hardly fail to strike any 
thoughtful heart as they were read this year amidst the 
many strange and startling circumstances with which 
we have ended the old and enter the new year, — wars^ 
and rumours of wars, fiood, fire, earthquakes, all around 
us, *' the sea and the waves roaring, and men's hearts 
failing them for fear" of what may be coming upon the 
earth. Amidst fears for the Church, amidst fears for 
the Queen, and State, and country, the Gentle Voice of 
the Good Shepherd, the Lord Jehovah, seemed to 
fall with a holy peace and calm by the Gospel Pro- 
phet's voice, that same voice which all through Advent 
and Christmas has from "the sure prophetic Word" 
guided, and raised and glorified, our thoughts on the 
Holy Incarnation. Above the roaring of the waves, 
above the perplexity of nations it sounds like the 
" still small voice" " which was not in the earthquake," 
&c., and we seemed to see the Master Himself walking 
on the waves, and to hear Him saying, " Peace, be still. 
Be not dismayed, the end is not yet." 

Let us turn to those two wonderful chapters of 

J^aiah^ the 41st and 43rd, and see how they are flowing 

over with love and promise for the time to come, which 
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will fit in well with our thoughts in the last chapter^ 
on GoD^s dealings with His ancient Church and people^ 
and speed us on our way with good courage whatever 
may be to come^ feeling we are safe in the Almighty 
Hands of Him Who made^ and loved^ and hath re- 
deemed us. 

Do not the words of Jehovah to Israel sound like 
the promise of our Jehovah Jesus made to us now 7 

" I, the Lord, the first, and with the last, I am He.'* 
Isa. xli. 4; xliii. 10; xlviii. 12. Gomp. Rev, i. 17, and 
xxii. 13. 

'^ I am Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last.^' 

" Thou art Israel My servant,^' &c. 

" The seed of Abraham My friend.'' Isa. xli. 8. Gomp. 
Epistle for Gircumcision and S. Stephen's Day, and 
Benedictus. 

"I have chosen thee, and not cast thee away/' 
Ver. 9. 

" Fear thou not, I am with thee, I am thy God," &c. 

Hark how He promises, Isa. xli., 

"Strength." Verses 10,. 13, 14; chap, xliii. 5; 
Deut. xxxi. 6, 3. 

" Help." '' I will help thee." 

" Grace." ^' I will uphold thee with My righteous- 
ness." 

To be our — 

" Defence." Verses 11,12, "All they that are incensed 
against thee shall be ashamed and confounded," &c. 

" Guidance." " For I the Lord," &c. 

More help. " I will hold thy right hand, I will help 
thee," verses 13, 14, 10. 

Because He is — 
Our Redeemer. Verse 14. 

Our Avenger. Verse 15, "I will make thee," &c. 
Comp. Ephes. vi., " the whole armour of God*" 
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Our Rejoicing. Verse 16, " Thou shalt rejoice/' &c. 

Our Glory. Verse 16, '' And shalt glory/' &c. 

Who will never forsake us. Verse 17, " I will not 
forsake them.'' 

Our Guide through the wilderness. Verse 18, ''I 
will make the wilderness a pool," &c. 

Our Fountain of refreshment. Verse 18, "And the 
dry land springs of water," comp. S. John iv. 10 — 15. 

Our Shadow. Verse 19; li. 16; xxv. 4, 5 — 8. 

The folly of fearing or trusting aught else. Verses 
28, 29, *^ Behold, they are all vanity, vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity." Eccles. i. 2 — 18; Rom. viii. 20. 

Isaiah xliii. opens with especial comfort to the 
Church. 

" I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by name." 

The Church is His Body. Comp. chap. xliv. 6. 

His Presence promised in all trials. Verse 2 ; comp. 
Fss. Ixvi., xii., xci., xxiii., &c. 

She is precious in His sight, ransomed by His Blood. 
Verses 3—6. 

Each member of her known by name. Verses 7, 8. 

The Lord appeals to the people as a witness to His 
omnipotence and providence. Verses 8 — 10. 

Foretells the destruction of His enemies. Verse 14. 

His wonderful deliverance of His own. Verse 16. 

" Remember ye not the former things." Verse 18, 

Reproves the people as inexorable. Verse 22. 

Yet promises forgiveness. Verse 25. 

^' I, even I, am the Lord, beside Me is no Sa- 
\iouR." Verse IL 

Such are precious promises which the Church holds 

out for our help and comfort on the Ist Sunday in the 

world's new year. How wonderfully appropriate they 

.Bie] Comp. S. Jude, (Lesson, Dec. 31,) and let us 

try to fcdhw the apostle's injunction in that beautiful 
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chapter^ where be too reminds us of our blessings^ 
belps^ guards^ faith, and with him commend ourselves 
to the loving care of ^^the all-wise 6od and our Sa- 
viour^ praying Him to present us faultless before the 
Presence of His glory with exceeding joy/^ 

" To the only wise God, &c., be glory and honour/' 
S. Jude. Evensong, 2nd Lesson, Dec. 31st; comp. 
these sentences with the Epistle and Gospel of the last 
and first Sunday of the Church's year, i.e. 25th after 
Trinity (^^ the Lord our Righteousness'^ and Food,) and 
Advent Sunday, (" our King and Judge.'') 

Consider to-day — 

Time and its loss. Deut. xxxii. 25 ; Fs. cxlv. 15 ; 
Eccles. iii. 1; vii. 17; viii. 6; ix. 12; Isa. xiii. 22; 
Jer. viii. 7; Ezek. vii. 12; Haggai i. 2; S. Mark xiii. 
33; S. Luke xix. 44; S. John xii. 35 ; Rom. xiii. 11 ; 
2 Cor. vi. 2 ; Gal. vi. 10 ; Ephes. v. 16 ; vi. 18 ; Heb. 
V. 12 ; 1 S. Pet. iv. 17. 

Of doing good works with gladness. Ex. xv. 1, 20 ; 
Judges V. 1 ; Prov. xxi. 15 ; Eccles. ix. 8 ; Isa. xxx. 29 ; 
li. 3; Iii. 1; Zech. x. 7; S. Matth. vi. 16; 2 Cor. ix. 
7; xii. 0. 

Of the seven deadly sins. Gen. xv. 20, 21 ; xii. 3, 6 ; 
Deut. vii. 1 ; Prov. vi. 16; S. Matth. xii. 45; S. Luke 
viii. 2 ; xi. 26 ; Rev. xiii. 1 ; xv. 1 ; xvii. 3. 

Of the seven Gifts of the Holy Ghost. Ex. xxv. 
37; Isa. iv. 1 ; xi. 2; Zech. iii. 9; iv. 2. 

Of the Gifts and Graces of God. Jer. v. 24 ; Wisd. 
ii. 23; Ecclus. xvii. 1; xxxviii. 4; Acts vii. 10; Rom. 
xii. 6; 1 Cor. xii. 7, 28; xiv. 2, 39; Ephes. iv. 11; 
S. James i. 17. 

Of the threefold army of the devil. Gen. iii. 5 ; 
Exod. V. 11, 12; Job i. 17; Ps. xi. 7; Isa. xxviii. 1 ; 
Jer. v. 6 ; Ezek. iv. 3 ; Hab. ii. 6 ; S. Matth. iv. 3 ; 
vi. 8; S. Luke iv. 3, 5, 9; 1 S. Johnii. 16; Rev. viii. 
11,13; ix. 18. 
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Of tbe threefold remedy against the threefold assaults 
of the devil. Exod. iii. 18 ; Prov. xxx. 29 ; Isa. Iviii. 
9 ; Joel ii. 12 ; S. James iv. 7. 

That we must put off the old man and put on the 
new man. Gen. xv. 11 ; Lev. xiv. 8, 39; Deut. xx. 
17; Ezek. xxxvi. 26; S. Mark iii. 15; S. Luke viii. 
2\ 29; xxiii. 52; Acts ix. 18; Rom. xii. 2; xiii. 12; 
1 Cor. V. 7; 2 Cor. iv. 16; Ephes. iv. 22; Heb. 
xu. 1. 

That we must be watchful, because the day of the 
Lord will come as a thief. Judges iv. 21 ; Ps. Ixxvii. 
6; cxix. 47; Prov. iv. 23 ; vi. 9 ; viii. 17 ; Eccles. vii. 
14; ix. 12; Jer. xlviii. 11; xlix, 31; Wisd. vi. 14; 
S. Luke xii. 19; xvii. 24; xxi. 36; Bom. xiii. 11; 
1 Cor. xi. 30; xv. 34; Col. iv. 2; 1 Thess. v. 2 ; 2 
Tim. iv. 5 ; 1 S. Pet. iv. 7 ; Rev. iii. 2 ; xi. 15 ; comp. 
1 Cor. xvi. 13—23, fec.^ 

Lessons, 

" Watch ye ; stand fast in the faith ; quit you like 
men ; be strong.*' 

^^If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ^ let 
him be Anathema, (Maran-atha/^) which means, '^ The 
Lord is at hand.'' 

*'The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
all. Amen." 

Prayers, 

Collects : Advent Sunday ; 25th after Trinity ; All 
Saints ; SS. Simon and Jude ; SS. Philip and James ; 
S. Michael and All Angels; 6th after Trinity; S. Ste- 
phen; S. John; Holy Innocents; Christmas Day; 
Circumcision ; Epiphany ; 6th after Epiphany. 

'^0 Saviour of the world, Who by Thy Cross and 
Precious Blood hast redeemed us, save and help us, we 
hamWy beseech Thee, Lord." 

' Concordances of S. Antlioiiy of Padua, Dr. Neale. 
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Hymm. 

Time. 

" So teach U8 to number our days that we may apply our hearts 

unto wisdom.*' 

" Use well each hour, improve each day. 
Deem not thy time a trifling thing : 
Let each moment as it glides away, 
Bear some good record on its wing. 

" Thy hours, thy weeks, thy months survey ; 
Gather the fragments of thy time, 
The moments of each passing day. 
As treasures from some failing mine. 

** Wrestle with time and make him stay. 
Till he hath richly blessed thee ; 
Do all thy best, watch well and pray, 
That all thy time well spent may be. 

** Tea I teach us. Lord, to write Thy praise. 
On every moment as it flies. 
And so to number all our days. 
That we may thus be truly wise. 

" That so when months and years do cease. 
And vast eternity draws nigh. 
Sweet thoughts of blessing and of peace. 
May soothe and haunt us ere we die !" 

M. P., 1854. 



Sowing and Reaping, 

" Be ye not weary in well doing," &c. 
Go work to-day in my vineyard," &c. 



« 



" Sow ye beside all waters. 

Where the dew of heaven may fall; 
Te shall reap, if ye be not weary, 

For the Spirit breathes o'er all. 
Sow, though the thorns may wound thee ; 

One wore the thorns for thee ; 
And though the cold world scorn thee ; 

Patient and hopeful be. 
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Sow ye beside all waters, 

With a blessing and a prayer, 
• Name Him Whose Hand upholds thee. 

And sow thou everywhere. 
Sow when the sunlight sheddeth 

Its warm and cheering ray, 
For the rain of heaven descendetfa. 

When the sunbeams pass away ; 
Sow when the tempest lowers. 

For calmer days will break, 
And the seed in darkness nourished 

A goodly plant may make. 
Sow when the morning breaketh. 

In beauty o'er the land ; 
And when the evening falleth. 

Withhold not thou thine hand. 
Sow, though the rock repel thee. 

In its cold and sterile pride ; 
Some cleft there may be riven. 

Where the little seed may hide. 
Fear not, for some will flourish, 

And though the tares abound. 
Like the willows by the waters. 

Will the scattered grain be found. 
Work while the daylight lastetb, 

Ere the shades of night come on, 
Ere the Lord of the vineyard cometh. 

And the labourers' work is done. 
Work ! in the wild waste places. 

Though none thy love may own ; 
God guides the down of the thistle. 

The wandering wind hath sown. 
Will Jesus chide thy weakness. 

Or call thy labour vain ? 
The Word that for Him thou bearest, 

Shall return to Him again. 
On ! with thy heart in heaven, 

Thy strength — thy Master's might ; 
Till the wild waste places blossom. 

In the warmth of a Saviour's light. 

* * * * * « 

Watch not the clouds above thee ; 

Let the whirlwind round thee sweep : 
QoD may the seedtime give thee. 
But another'^ hand may reap. 
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Have faith, though ne'er beholding 

The seed burst from its tomb ; 
Thou knowest not which may perish, 

Or what may be spared to bloom/' 

Lyra Anglicana. 



What Then? 

" What then? why then another pilfrrim song, 
And then ? a hush of rest divinely granted, 
And then ? a thirsty stage (ah me ! so long) 
And then? a brook just when it most is wanted. 

'* What then ? the pitching of the evening tent. 

And then ? perchance a pillow rough and thorny ; 
And then ? some sweet and tender message sent 
To cheer the faint one for the morrow's journey. 

" What then ? the wailing of the midnight wind — 
A feverish sleep — a heart opprest and aching. 
And then ? a little water cruse to find. 
Close by my pillow, ready for my waking. 

'' What then ? I am not careful to inquire : 

I know there must be tears and fears and sorrow ; 
And then ? a loving Saviour drawing nigher, 
And saying, ' I will answer for the morrow.' 

" What then ? for all my sins His pardoning grace ; 
For all my wants and woes His loving kindness ; 
For darkest hours, the shining of God's Face, 

And Christ's Own Hand to lead me in my blindness. 

*' What then ? a shadowy valley lone and dim, 
And then ? a deep and darkly rolling river, 
And then ? a flood of light, a seraph hymn, 
And God's own smile for ever and for ever. Amen." 



Anon. 



The Eternal Years, 

" One cross can sanctify a soul : 
Late saints and ancient seen. 
Were what they were, because they mused 
Upon the eternal years. 
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" Pass not from flower to pretty flower. 
Time flies and judgment nears. 
Go, make thy honey from the thought 
Of the eternal years. 

" Death will have rainbows round it seen. 
Through calm contrition's tears. 
If tranquil hope but trim her lamp. 
At the eternal years. 

" Keep unrestrainedly in this thought, 
Thy loves, hopes, smiles, and tears. 
Such prison house, thine heart will make 
Free in the eternal years. 

** He practises all virtues well, 
Who his own cross reveres, 
And lives in the familiar thought 
Of the eternal years.'' 

F. Fabeb. 



THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY ; 

OR^ THE MANIFESTATION OP CHRIST TO THE OENTILES. 

The wise men worship the Eternal Wisdom. The kings 

adore the King of kings. 

" Arise^ shine^ for thy Light is come : the glory of 
the Lord is risen upon thee.'^ ^' Gentiles shall come 
to Thy light, and kings to the brightness of Thy rising/^ 
(Isa. Ix. 1 — 3 ; Ephes. v. 14.) Alleluia^ Alleluia, Al- 
leluia. '^ Gome ye, and let us walk in the light of the 
Lord/^ (Isa. ii. 5 ; Ephes. v. 8.) 

This wondrous and glorious festival of the Epiphany 
of the Holy Child is a very ancient one, and might well 
be called the " Feast of Manifestation of the Glory of 
God/^ and to us " called of the Gentiles/^ is almost our 
Christmas Day. The Armenian Christians indeed still 
Aeep their Ciinstmas Day on Jan. 6th, instead of Dec. 
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25th^ as we do. ^^ In ancient times the Feast of the 
Epiphany was observed as a phase of Christmas^ in the 
same way as the Circumcision now is^ and used to be 
regarded as that part of the Christmas Festival on 
which was commemorated the Holy Baptism of our 
Lord by S. John Baptist : the whole idea of the 
glorious cycle of the Festivals of our Lord being that 
of memorialising before God His Father the leading 
points of the human life and acts of the Divine and 
Incarnate Son.^' 

The same order is preserved in the pleading of the 
Sacred Mysteries in the Litany, (see below, Prayers.) 
The word Epiphany means in Greek ^^ manifestation,^^ 
or " showing forth/^ and was at first used for the Feast 
of the Nativity when our Blessed Lord was manifested 
in the Flesh, as well as for this day. Afterwards it 
came to hold (more properly) a position as a high Fes- 
tival by itself as it does now, forming the " Twelfth 
Day^^ of the great double Octave of Christmas. It 
began to be observed as the Feast of our Lord^s Mani- 
festation to the Gentile Magi in the fourth century, by 
the Western Church, but this was only the develop- 
ment of the ancient idea, and though it became the 
most prominent feature of the Festival it never super- 
seded the original one altogether. The primitive name 
of this day was " Theophania,^^ (see Christmas Day,) 
and this is still retained in the Eastern Church. 

Both the names of " Theophania^^ and "Epiphania'^ 
are used in the ancient Comes (or Lectionary) of S. 
Jerome, and as late as the Sacramentary of S. Gregory, 
but the former name seems to have dropped out of use 
about the same time as the Festival became connected 
with the adoration of the Magi. 8. Jerome calls it, 
" Epiphaniorum Dies,'^ and speaks of it then as " Vene- 
rabilis," whilst another early writer^ says that in the 
ancient records this Feast of Epiphany had several 

Durandas. 
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names, and was chiefly called by the threefold titles of 
Epiphania^ Theophania, and Bethphania; the third 
name being in commemoration of our Lord's manifes- 
tation of His. glory in the house at the marriage in 
Gana of Galilee. This threefold name is beautifally 
illastrated by the Services for the day as we shall pre^ 
sently see. In the Eastern Church the Theophany is 
also called "'The Lights/^ from the array/^ says 
Dr. Neale^ '' of lights and tapers with which the Bene- 
diction of the Waters is performed on this day, as they 
symbolise the spiritual illumination, (Heb. x.) to which 
our Lord by His Baptism in Jordan consecrated water/' 
submitting to which in His own Person He instituted 
the Sacrament of Baptism, and thereby consecrated for 
ever water to the mystical washing away of sin.^ 

This day is still of greater importance in the East 
than Christmas, — in many churches of France the case 
was the same, — as at Bouen, the Metropolitan See, 
where it received the name of the " Star Feast/^ 

This Festival was highly esteemed by the Christian 
emperors. Theodosius the Younger gave it a place 
amongst those days on which public games were for- 
bidden ; and Justinian made it a day of vacation from 
all pleadings as well, and it now falls within the Christ- 
mas vacation of our own courts of law, and is observed 



' Embracing as it does in itself three distinct Festivals (see below) 
it is to be expected that this great Festival would be known by a 
great variety of names, and sa it is. 

In the Mozarabic Ritaal» it is Apparitio Domini, the ** Apparition 
of the Lord." In the old Spanish, Apparicion. In French, L' Appa- 
rition. In Illyria and Bulgaria it is, * * The Benediction of the Water." 
In Russia it is named by the Slavonic term for Baptism. For the 
most part, national usages connect its title with the Adoration of the 
Magi. So in German, Drey Kdnigstag, ♦' The Three Kings* Day." 
In French, Les Rois ; as also in Danish and Portuguese. In English, 
it was known as '* The Three Kings' Day :" and the practice of draw- 
ing for king on this day is a relic of this use. See English Church 
Union KaJendar ; Annotated Prayer Book. 
^ See Coll. Bapt, Office, for the blessing of the water. 
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at the UoiTerntiei of Oxford and Cambridge as a 
« Scarlet Day/' 

There is no doubt of how we are intended to keep it^ 
for in the Prayer Book it ranks next to the high festi- 
vals of Christmas^ Easter, and Ascension, differing from 
them only in the abs^ioe of Special Psalms and Pre- 
fiiee.^ It is sad to see how little, as a mle in Eng- 
land, the Charch is obeyed in this, when in many 
churches this glorious festival is utterly ignored, and in 
many even where saints' days are observed and the 
clergyman thinks fit to obey the Charch to a certain 
extent, there is no difference made on such great days 
in our Lord's Life as this, and the great feasts of An- 
nunciation and Presentation, from a common weekday, 
or they are passed over with a single, cold service, 
thus missing a large part of the teaching of the day by 
the omission of the Evening Lessons, the whole Scrip- 
tures throughout the day having a marvellous unity 
and beauty which is sadly marred by the loss of any. 
We may hope, however, when we see how the feast of 
the Nativity is now kept throughout the length and 
breadth of the land, that it will not be long before the 
courts of the Lord's house shall once more be filled 
with loving worshippers and ring with triumphant 
Alleluias on all festivals, as the Church intends ; and 
when England, once more the '^ Isle of Saints," will 
no longer be behind the rest of the Catholic world ; 
and so, as so alone she can win back the heathen 
population of her crowded cities, for whom the cold, bar- 
ren, lifeless worship of mere Protestantism did so little in 
the last two centuries. Let us pray one and all that she 
may not be too late, before she cease to be the Church 

• ' This must only have been an oversight on the part of the Re* 
formers of the Liturgy similar to the omission on Asn Wednesday of 
Special Lessons — for there are Psalms obviously beautiful for the day t 
aSi for instance, the Psalm which comes in the daily course for Jan. 5, 
the Eve, ** The Lord is my Light and my Salvation/' This may, 
we hope, at some future day be remedied. 
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of the nation^ and England's glorious birthright of a 
Catholic Established Church be taken from her for 
ever. There are signs which make one fear for her^ 
and feel that instead of boasting of perfection over 
other countries and Churches^ our heads might well lie 
low in the dust with the thought of the thousand times 
ten thousand untaught and uncared for by their Mother 
in this Christian land. 

Finally^ 4t has been well said, '^The Epiphany is a 
festival which has always been celebrated with very great 
ceremony throughout the whole Church, its threefold 
meaning and its close association with the Nativity as 
the end of Christmastide, making it a kind of accumu- 
lative festival, and such a celebration of it is much to 
be desired, for it will help to give us true reverence for 
the Babe of Bethlehem by Eucharistic ritual and homi- 
letic and mental recognition of His Divine glory. 
When we are entering with our Lord on the course of 
His earthly humiliation, it is fitting that we should 
first make such a recognition of His sacred Divinity ; 
and as the Transfiguration trained the three chosen 
apostles for the sight of the Agony and the crucifixion, 
so ^ this glorious and venerable Epiphany' will set the 
Church forward in a true spirit towards the observance 
of Lent and Good Friday."^ 

Having thus considered the Origin of this festival, 
we will pass on to gather up the teaching of its won- 
drously beautiful services. 

The Gospel, S. Matth. ii., places before us the won- 
derful account of the most wonderful event connected 
with the miraculous circumstances which surrounded 
the Cradle of the Lord. 

S. Matthew, (the Evangelist of the Kingdom,) writing 
expressly for the Jews, the chosen children of the king- 
dom, alone of all the Gospels mentions the coming of 
the Gentiles to Christ, ''the Anointed of God/' and 
tAe '^^ Light ot Israel." It is in the Regal Gospel only 

^ Annotated Prayer BooV. 
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that we have recorded the arrival of these eastern 
monarchs to lay their gifts and crowns at the Feet of 
the Infant King of kings ; and fitting it is that the same 
apostle who had already proved to his countrymen the 
Royal Genealogy of the Holy Child from " David the 
king/^^ should go on to show them the immediate ful- 
filment of their ancient prophecies in the arrival of the 
eastern sages to worship Him. Gomp. First Lesson^ 
Isaiah Ix. 20; Rev. vii. 11; iv. 6; xxi. 24 — 26. 

S. Jerome explains the lesson which the Holy Spirit 
intended to convey to His own people by this marvel- 
lous history of the guiding star, thus : *' This star/^ he 
says, ^' arose in the east, according to the prophecy of 
Balaam, whose successors the Magi were, (Num. xxiv. 
17,) and it was ordained as a rebuke to the Jews,^ that 
they (the chosen but rebellious children) might learn 
Christ^s Nativity from the Gentiles, and the wise men 
are led to Judaea that the Priests being asked by them 
where Christ was. to be born, might be left without 
excuse for ignorance of His advent.^' 

"When Jesus was born,^ &c., there came wise men 
from the east to Jerusalem, saying, where is He that 
is born King of the Jews ?" Again we are forced to 
confess how /' wondrous are the ways of God,^^ over- 
ruling the hearts of all. The wicked King Herod^ is 
the means of forcing the chief priests into a public ac- 
knowledgment of the birthplace of the Messiah. How 

' See above, New Year's Day. 

3 <*Now," says Williams, ** both Jew and GentUe mast matnally 
instruct each other. The Gentile by the star informs the Jew ; the 
Jew by prophecy teaches the Gentile/' even the wicked kings and 
mlers of the earth shall serve Him and do His will. 

^ We are thus reminded of the Nativity which was the cause of the 
visit of the Magi and all the other appearances of that wondrous time. 
The day of Christ's Birth was kept by the Western Church on Dec. 25 
from the earliest times, and was afterwards received by the Eastern at the 
middle of the fourth century, when it was named &€o<l>avla, Theophania. 
We forgot to mention this on Christmas Day. See Wordsworth's 
Greek Test, S. Matth. ii. 

4 Comp. how, long after, Pontius Pilate is made to declare this 
same Jbsus as King of the Jews, (S. John tIx, ^^ \^!^ 
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vividly the picture is placed before us ; we can almost 
see the consternation and fear^ the sudden surprise of 
King Herod and the Jews as these eastern sages arrive 
with this strange question, asking them for guidance 
to the birthplace of that King Whom for thousands of 
years they had been looking for^ and now when He *is 
in the midst of them they cannot and will not see^ and 
while pointing out the sure way to others, will not 
walk in it themselves. These blind guides^ whilst they 
answer truly from their own prophecies the anxious 
inquiries of the sages by pointing out to them the 
prophecy of Micah^ " In Bethlehem of Juda^^ for thus 
it is written/^ Sec,, refuse themselves to seek Him. 
Truly do they merit the cutting rebuke they were to 
receive from the great forerunner of the Holy Child^ 
(S. Matth. iii. 7.) Surely were they laying up for 
themselves those ten awful woes which would be pro- 
nounced upon them by that Holy Child Himself on 
the eve of His Passion, (S. Matth. xxiv. 13 — 31.) 
Truly were they "blind guides ;" "the fools and blind^' of 
whom their own prophet had said, " there is no light 
in them/^ (Isa. viii. 20,) who with the Light that 
lighteneth every man shining around, had eyes that 
could not see, and ears that could not hear the words 
of their own law. Truly when the Light shined in the 
darkness, the darkness comprehended it not ; and so, 
because of the darkness of their own hearts they brought 
OD themselves the awful sentence of being driven into 
darkness, (Isa. viii. 22 ; S. Matth. xxv. 32, 33.) 

But of the wise men was true another prophecy of 
the same Prophet, which comes in the very next chap- 
ter, Isa. ix. 1, 2,^ " The people that walked in darkness 



1 Called also Bethlehem-Ephratah, Rath i. 2 ; iy. 11 ; Micahv. 2, 
becauBe of its fertility, and Bethlehem-Judah to distingaish it from a 
Bethlehem in Zebulun; it is aiz miles south of Jerusalem. See 
above. Holy Innocents' Day. 
' CJuiBtmas Daj Le»aon, 
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have seen a great Lights and they that dwell in the sha- 
dow of death on them hath the Light shined." The 
true Light had shone into the hearts of these true wise 
men^ and explaining to them the meaning of the mys- 
terious visit of a new Star^ had led them to seek and 
find^ as a reward for their toil, and trusting faith^ the 
Sun of Righteousness Himself, Who had now risen 
with healing in His wings, and henceforth to know and 
love Him as the true Life and Light of men ; the Light 
of Light ! Who when He was rejected as the glory of 
His people Israel, became a Light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, comp. Acts ix. 1, &c., 15; xiii. 2; xxii. 21 ; xxvi. 
17; Rom. i. 1 ; Acts xxv. 12; Rom. i. 5; Gal. ii. 7, 
8, &c. &c. ; Isa. ix. 2; xlii. 6; Ix. 1 — 8; S. Matth. 
iv. 16; Acts xiii. 4; xxviii. 28. It is in this chapter 
only of the New Testament (S. Matth. ii.,) that the pro- 
phecy of the birth-place of the Holy Child is mentioned.^ 
The Gospel closes with the simple but stately and 
beautiful account of the arrival of the Magi, their wor- 
ship and their wondrous gifts, so full of meaning when 
offered to the lowly Child in the humble stable, be- 
tokening as they did their belief in Him as indeed the 
Prophet, Priest, and King, to Whom such offerings by 
right belonged. How full of wondering love and ador*. 
ation must the hearts of the Virgin Mother and S. 
Joseph have been as they received these strange visitors, 
and watched their worship, of the hidden King and 
Saviour ! This is, without exception, one of the most 
marvellous events connected with the life of the Holy 
Child, whether we consider the wonderful messenger 
sent by God to lead them over the long weary wastes 
of land and desert, going they knew not whither, after 
this mysterious guide : their wonderful and unswerving 

* *' Rtferred tOy not quoted, by S. Matth. This is the very * Church 
of the First-born,' of which it is said (Christmas Day Psalm), We 
found It at Ephrata.'* Isaac Williams, (see ** Nativity," p. 130, &c.) 

For other passages of Scripture where it is spoken of, see below « 

II. R 
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faith which could undertake such a journey for an un- 
certain end: their humble inquiries of the chief priests 
at Jerusalem (the City of Peace) for this new-born King 
of Peace : their confidence that it was His star they 
had seen in the East : their prompt obedience to the 
sure prophetic word : their *' exceeding great joy'' as the 
star, advancing to Bethlehem, at length stood still and 
poured its fullest flood of heavenly light down where 
the young Child was ; or, when they find Him, their 
instant faith that It is the King they seek ; their low 
adoring acknowledgment of Him as they offer their 
gifts, and seek His blessing. Finally^ the sacred narra- 
tive tells us, how^ heedless of the wrath of the earthly 
king, obedient to the voice of the Heavenly guide, '^ be- 
ing warned of God by a dream^ that they should not re- 
turn to Herod/^ they depart at once by another way into 
their own country. ^' The evil one would use them as 
his instruments, but God protects the simple. They 
return not to Herod, the type of evil, and of the prince 
of this world, but return by another, and heaven-directed 
way to their own country, the East, the region of para« 
disc. The divine mission and guidance of these mys- 
terious visitants is performed as that of Melchizedek of 
old was when he offered the bread and wine, spake no- 
thing and disappeared again.^^^ most marvellous, most 
touching, most beautiful story 1 well may the Church 
devote to the contemplation of it one of her greatest 
feasts of rejoicing, well may we follow her guidance^ 
and strive to gather up all she would seek to unfold to 
us in this and the other Scriptures for the day. 

The Epistle,^ in the words of the great Apostle, sets 
before us another and perhaps even more wonderjul 
manifestation of the Holy Child, when it shows us how 
He still dwells amongst us, how He is still perpetually 

1 I. WiUiams on the Natirity. 

s This Epietle U peculiar to the British Church. See below, Scrip* 
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showing forth His glory^ not only to earth but heaven^ 
not only before men but before the angels themselves^ 
and that by means which unless He Himself had re- 
vealed them to us we should hardly have dared to sug- 
gest. He tells his Gentile converts how the Mysteries 
which he, " less than the least of saints/^ had been 
chosen by God to reveal unto them ; had been hidden 
of old from the sons of men and not been made known 
to His ancient and chosen people^ " as it was now re- 
vealed unto His holy Apostles and Prophets/' and by 
them to be passed on to the whole world, even " the 
unsearchable riches of Christ/' and speaks of ^^the 
fellowship of the mystery/' which from the beginning 
of the world hath been hid in God. As on Christmas 
Day, S. John reminded us how this little Child was He 
Who in the beginning laid the foundations of the earth, 
and how the glorious heavens were His handiwork; so 
S. Paul to-day wondrously repeats the same truth, 
setting Him forth as the great Creator of all things, 
" visible and invisible /'^ and for what ? " to the intent 
that now," (0 mighty wonder and condescension ! 
blessed truth 1 which except it had been revealed by 
the Lips of God Himself we could not have believed.) 
*' to the angels, the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places," the first blessed messengers of the Gospel, even 
to cherubim and seraphim, the fulness of His '^ manifold 
wisdom is to be revealed" by the Church, " according 
to His eternal purpose which He purposed" in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. The Church, His Body, is the 
means by which His glory is manifested to Jew and 
Gentile alike, by the Incarnation, in which, while angels 
worship and adore, they have no personal interest,^ 
but "by which all the redeemed have boldness and 

1 '* I believe in Jesus Christ, His Only Son our Lord, Begotten 
of His Father before aU worlds. Very God of Very Gk)D, Light of 
Light, Life of Life, by Whom all tking» were made,** &c. Nicene 
Creed. 

* Except from their love for God and man, Comp, S. Lnke x.'^ . V<^ 
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access with confidence by the faith of Him/' So does 
the Epistle supplement the Gospel history of the first 
call of the Gentiles^ by the full maaifestation set forth 
to them hereafter by their own great Apostle^ and for 
ever in and by the Church. 

The Collect is the one used in the Sacramentary of 
S. Gregory for this day, and was placed in the Prayer 
Book from the Salisbury Use, in 1549. It is one of 
the most beautiful of the Collects, and commemorates 
the great event of the day, ending with a prayer that 
our faith may one day be swallowed up in sight, when 
"our eyes shall see the King in His beauty, in the 
land which is very far off,'' and attain the " fruition" of 
the Glorious Godhead of the Only-Begotten Son, " Who 
is in the Bosom of the Father." Comp. these refer- 
ences; S. Matth. ii. 1, 2, 7, 11 ; S. Luke ii. 30—32; 
S. John xiv. 7, 9, 11 ; xvii. 3; 1 Cor. xiii. 12; Rev. 
xxii. 3, 4 ; Isa. vi., &c. &c. 

The Lessons are — Matins, First, Isa. Ix. ; Second, 
S. Luke iii. 1 — 22. Evensong, First, Isa. xlix. ; Second, 
S. John ii. 1 — 11. 

In the First Morning we have a beautiful and curious 
coincidence, in its being the same which, as if by 
accident, occurs for Christmas Eve, (see 4th Sunday in 
Advent,) " Arise, shine, for thy Light is come ; and 
the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee ; the Lord 
shall be thine everlasting Light," &c., is the threefold 
greeting of the Prophet, with which this glorious chap- 
ter opens, "which contains also the prophecy which 
began to be fulfilled by the adoration of the Magi." 
" The Gentiles shall come to Thy Light, and kings to 
the brightness of Thy rising." What a flood of light 
seems pouring around and over us as we listen to the 
Prophet's burning words; and find their full and final ex- 
pansion in the glowing words of the Christian " Prophet 
and Apostle," as he shows us how this Light is stored 
u/?j and treasured, and poured forth, by the Christian 
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Church, in floods of light over every land, by the Word 
and Mysteries of grace and life. Comp. 2nd and 3rd 
Sundays in Advent, Fart I. 

The Second Morning Lesson sets forth the original 
idea of the Festival (see above,) i.e., the Theophany or 
Manifestation of our Lord at His Baptism — as the 
Only-Begotten Son — by the Father's voice from hea- 
ven, and the Visible Descent of the Holy Ghost, there 
by making this day also a Manifestation of the Holy 
Trinity. 

In the First Evening Lesson, Isa. xlix., we have the 
complaint of Christ against the Jews (ver. 1 — 5,) for 
their rejection of Him, when He threatens them with 
the judgments of His Word, the "sharp two-edged 
sword,^^ (ver. 2,) comp. Heb. iv. 12 j Rev. i. 16; Hos. 
vi. 5. We are shown (ver. 5) how the covenant is 
passed on to the Gentiles, "though Israel be not 
gathered, yet shall I be glorious,^' &c. (Ver. 6,) 
" I will give Thee as a Light to the Gentiles/' 
Lastly, we are shown the perpetual love of the Holy One 
for His Church in all ages ; His yearning longing for 
the return of His ancient people (ver. 18 ;) whilst their 
final restoration is foretold in jubilant strains of joy, 
(ver. 13,) Sing, heavens, &c., and rejoice, earth, 
with the final ingathering of Jew and Gentile into the 
one fold, under the one Shepherd, for " All flesh shall 
know that I, the 'Lord, am thy Saviour and thy Re- 
deemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.'' 

In the Second Evening Lesson, we have the history 
of the Bethphany or manifestation of our Lord's Divine 
Power as Creator, (comp. Epistle,) by the turning of 
the water into wine (see Gospel for 2nd Sunday.) Thus 
is each separate manifestation of this great Festival set 
forth in the Scriptures for the day itself; and, as will 
be shown, the subsequent Sundays (see below) have a 
close relationship to, and carrying on of the Festival 
after which they are named, i.e., the Epiphany oc 
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Manifestation Sundays. In the Eastern Church they 
are called " The Lights.'' Thus are we reminded of 
the three Manifestations expressly commemorated on 
this day^ i.e., 

I. The Epiphany, or manifestation to the Magi, 
(Gospel,) as well as to all the world (Epistle, and Old 
Testament Lessons.) 

II. "The Theophany,'' (Morning Lesson,) in the 
Baptism of Christ, and the manifestation of the Holy 
Trinity. 

IIL "The Bethphany,'' His manifestation (twice^ re- 
lated to us by the Church) in the house of Cana at the 
marriage feast. Over and above which we are reminded 
by these services of the continual manifestation of our 
Lord amongst us by His Church (Epistle,) in the two 
great Gospel Sacraments, in which He comes to us in 
water and in wine, and His Presence with us in joy as 
well as sorrow (2nd Evening Lesson,) when He deigned 
to sanctify the holy rite of marriage, ordained by Him- 
self in Eden (see above) to an "excellent mystery'' — 
hallowing and raising it to the dignity of a type of the 
holy union between Himself and the Church — His- 
Body. In all these ways does our Incarnate Lord 
dwell in, and show Himself forth, in and by the Church, 
His " House of Bread."^ The old title of this day re- 
minds us of our own weekly feast of light, called, even 
by the heathen, the "Sun's Day,'' whose very name 
recalls the Sun of Righteousness to us, and sheds a light 
and glory on all other days. 

*' Thon art the sun of other da3rt, 
They sliine by giving back thy rays." 

Endless are the thoughts that throng around this 
Festival of the Light, this wonderful Epiphany of the 
Incarnate God; it would be vain to try to gather 

> See 2nd Sanday Gospel. 

s ** Where He will/««</ His people." See margin^ S. Matth. ii. 6 ; 

comp. Rev. ii. 27. ** Bethlehem*' means " House of War'* as well- — 

^^ birthplace of Him "Who was manifested to destroy the deyiJ." 

h Snaday after Epiphany.) *< The Soif of Gon |^Q«a fot^iS^ito ^ar.'' 
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up one half of them^ but that we may not miss all its 
fulness^ we will linger awhile in detail over the events 
of this day as placed before us in the sacred narrative. 

I. Consider first, the coming of the Magi^ and who the 
mysterious visitors werel They are always supposed 
to have been three kings, as well as priests and wise 
men (astronomers) of Persia or Arabia. After their 
visit to Bethlehem, they are said to have spent their 
lives in God^s service. There is an ancient tradition 
that they were baptized by S. Thomas after the Ascen- 
sion, and themselves preached the Gospel and laid 
down their lives for the cause of Christ, thus winning 
the crown of martyrdom. Their names are given as 
Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthazar.^ 

II. The Guiding Star, what was it ? 

^^It has been supposed by some writers that this 
mysterious guiding star, which appeared in the East^ 
might be that glorious light which shone on the watch- 
ing shepherds, and that at a distance it might appear 
like a star, or after it had shone on the shepherds 
might be lifted up on high, and then formed into the 
likeness of a star/^^ 

Some have supposed it to be a conjunction of planets, 
but there seems no ground for this belief, as in the 
Greek (says Wordsworth) it is called not aa-rpov, " ast- 
ron/^ a constellation, but acr^p, "aster/' a single 
star. It is described as standing over the house where 
the young Child was. (Ver. 9.) "Primitive testi- 
mony calls it a new star." " His star,^^ as the wise 
men call it. " S. Chrysostom and Augustine both say 
that it was created at the Nativity.'^^ There was a 
common persuasion then in the eastern world, which 

^ See Annotated Prayer Book, Kalendar of the English Church 
Union, Mrs. Jameson's Legendary Art, Smith's Dictionary, &c. 

' Wordsworth, S. Matth. ii. 

' " According to an ancient commentary on S. Matth. this star on 
its first appearance to the Magi, assumed the form of a radiant Child 
bearing a sceptre." It is so represented in early ^jaiutu&i^. ^m^ 
Annotated Prayer Book. 
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led the wise men to believe the star they saw was the 
star of a King bom in Judea^ grounded on the pro- 
phecy of Balaam spoken in the East, (Numb. xxiv. 17,) 
also that of Daniel (ix. 24, 26,) also delivered in the 
East that '^Messiah the Prince ^^ should be born in 
Judsea, about this time to have universal dominion. 
Balaam^s prophecy would have suggested His coming 
being heralded by *^ a star.^^ Indeed this was a general 
belief amongst the Jews also.^ In the Old Testament 
we have a type of this star in the guiding pillar of 
fire, created to lead God^s people through the wilder- 
ness to the promised land. 

Note S. Chrysostom^s words on this history, — '^This 
star,^' he says, '^ was not like other stars, for it was 
visible in the daytime, it led the wise men to Palestine, 
and then disappeared for a time ; it had as it were a 
rational power, and may be compared to the pillar of 
fire which led the people in the wilderness. It appeared 
again, and descended from its altitude to mark the place 
where the young Child lay, and stood over His head."^ 

Fitting indeed that not only Angels, but ^' a sign in 
the heavens should be the especial messenger of His 
birth Who made the heavens, (Col. i. 16,) as also of 
His death, (S. Matth. xxvii. 45,) as it will of His 
second coming to judge the world ^^ at His final mani- 
festation as King of Kings and Lord of Lords, (S. 
Matth. xxiv. 30,) when ^Hhe sign of the Son of Man^^ 
shall prepare the way of His coming in the clouds 
with all His holy Angels. It appears to have been 
visible to the Magi alone, an especial message to them. 
(See below on S. Paul.) 

" It was a star,^^ says a well-known writer, " with a 
light more divine than that of the sun, and able to 
overcome his beams, and shine before him. It comes 

^ ** The name Barcochab, or ^ son of a star,' given by the Jews to 
of their false Messiahs, (Euseb. iv. 6,) shows the prevalent ex- 
'mof this. " Wordsworth. 
Wordsworth, S. Matth. u. 
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not as a star far off on the mountains^ still mocking 
and eluding the sights and ever equally distant from 
the wanderer^ &c.^ but it comes near and stands by, and 
marks one little town out of the thousands in Judah/' 
and one little shed. '^ Such is the Star of Bethlehem I 
Mysterious Star ! and mysterious strangers^ kings and 
priests as they are supposed to have been I they to ap- 
pear and disappear like Melchizedek the king and 
priest of old ; and no one knows who or whence they 
are^ but they wait as shadowy guests on the true 
Melchizedek/^ They come from afar^ in silent adoration 
fall before that lowly Child^ cast down their crowns^ offer 
their costly and mysterious gifts^ and depart. But '* their 
sound is gone out into all lands, and their voices, though 
we hear neither speech or language/* recorded of them, 
" to the ends of the earth /' and still hundreds of 
years after we kneel with them at the manger bed, as 
the "holy Church throughout the world ^^ records their 
wondrous history "for our learning," and their ex- 
amples for our imitation, as the Evangelist in the 
simple stately grandeur of the sacred record tells us of 
their humble childlike faith, their patient endurance of 
toil and doubt, their prompt obedience to God's voice. 
Will they not rise up in judgment some day against us 
with our full knowledge of the King they sought in 
faith ? but with our fuller blessings, still with hearts so 
weak, and love so cold, so little offered to Him, and so 
few risks for His service, so soon disheartened, tired, 
cast down, driven back and well-nigh destroyed ? 

III. The gifts they offered, what were they ? 

" Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh.^^ Observe their 
deep meaning. 

^ *' With ourselves, a most striking memorial of the offerings of the 
three Kings is still retained, by our sovereigns who still make on this 
day an oblation of gold, frankincense, and myrrh upon the altar of 
the Chapel Royal of the Palace of S. James', London. Until quite 
lately it was made in person. The king coming from his seat, at- 
tended as usual, advanced to the altar, and there knelt while th& 
Sab-dean or Dean of the Chapel received, ydXa ^ ^^<\. \»&vQk "^^ ^j&^^« 
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CoDsid^rons/' says a learned French writer, "la 
nature des presents que les Mages offrirent 'k I'enfant 
Jesus. 

" lis lui offrirent de For, de Pencens et de la myrrhe. 
Ge fut sans doute de leur part un signe de respect pour le 
Roi qui leur avait ^te annonce, que le choix de ces 

fir^sents. Mais le choix fut conduit par le Seigneur 
ui-mSme. II n'est pas doute qu'il y a ici du mystere, 
et I'^glise y en a toujours reconnu. lis lui offrirent de 
Por comme & leur Koi, de Tencens comme k leur Dieu, 
et de la myrrhe comme & un homme. Keconnaissons 
nouB-mSmes Jesus Christ sous ces trois qualit^s. 
Adorons-le^ comme notre Dieu^ suivons-Ie, comme notre 
Boi, aimons-le, comme notre Sauveur.^'^ 

The costly offerings of these wise men and eastern 
princes, as they lay them ^' at His feet, in Whom are 
hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge/' (Col. 
ii. 8,) Whose are the " unsearchable riches of Christ,'' 
the Anointed, (see Epistle,) which He would give them 
in exchange, betoken His threefold office of Prophet, 
Priest, and King. The gold acknowledges His royalty, 
the frankincense His divinity, and the myrrh His suf- 
ferings, death and burial, (Ps. Ixxii. 15 ; Kev. viii. 3, 4; 
Ps. cxli. ; S. Mark xv. 28; S. John xix. 89,) their 
whole act was indeed as it were a creed. 

" In their prostration and presents the heathen world 
fell down and did homage to Christ, yet an Infant at 
Bethlehem, prefiguring the time when all kings and 
nations shall fall down and worship Him at His final 

jngs of gold, frankincense, and myrrh from the king's hand. It is 
done for our Queen now by one of the royal household, (see account 
this year in the Guardian^ when it was offered, kneeling, to the 
Dean, ' and he placed it reverently on the altar.' But we may hope 
that the striking humility and significance of this custom will cause it 
ere long to be revived in the original manner." See Annotated 
Prayer Book. 
' JL*£van^ile M^dit^, pour tous les jours de rann^e, par I'Abbd 
Vuqueane. XIIL Meditation. 
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manifestation. Their offerings also had a symbolical 
and prophetical character. 

" Gold, signifying all that is most costly to be given 
to Christ the Lord of all. (Ps. Ixxii. 15.) To Him 
shall be given the gold of Arabia, and prayer (typified 
in frankincense) shall be made daily unto Him. 

'' Frankincensey offered with the sacrifices, also the 
fragrant incense of prayer, Ps. cxli. 2; Rev. v, 8; 
offered through Him and by Him as our Great High 
Priest within the vail, (Lev. xvi. 12, 18,) before the 
mercy-seat of God in the golden censer of His merits. 

" Myrrh. ' They did it for His burial/ He had 
myrrh presented to Him on the Cross, (S. Mark xv. 
23,) and myrrh for the embalming of His sacred body 
in the tomb.'' Comp. " Footprints of the Lord," pp. 
2, 13, 53. Wordsworth, S. Matth. ii. 

IV. The time of their visit is uncertain, and there 
have been many different opinions concerning it, but it 
seems most probable that it occurred after the Prese^xta^ 
tion and immediately before the flight of the Holy 
Family into Egypt which was caused as it were by this 
visit of the Magi, Herod's suspicions and fears having 
been thus aroused. Wordsworth^ gives the reason for 
this opinion, (see note.) 

The fact that the Church keeps the Festival on this 
day (the 12th after Christmas) need in no way contra- 
dict this, for it would seem as if the arrangement of 

* ** It 18 probable that the visit of the Magi was after the Presenta- 
tion, (which was forty days after birth,) for the parents would not 
have taken the Child to Jerusalem (for the Presentation, S. Luke ii, 
22,) after Herod's alarm had been excited by the Magi. Herod 
would not then have extended his cruelty to children ot two years 
old. (Ver. 10.) 

** The flight seems to have been immediately after the departure of 
the Wise Men. 

*< It is improbable that Christ should have manifested Himself to 
the Gentiles before His manifestation in His Father's House, the 
Temple at Jerusalem. 

** Immediately after the Presentation the parents of the Holy Chil4 ^ 
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her services partakes in this respect of the nature of her 
Divine Master with Whom *^ a thousand years are as 
one day^ and one day as a thousand years/^ It is her 
wont to gather together the different events of the 
sacred story, where they can best illustrate the doctrine 
or mystery she is dwelling upon^ and best glorify the 
portion of the Lord^s life^ upon which she is meditat- 
ing. Thus on this day three events of our Lord^s life, 
one in His infancy, and two during His sacred ministry, 
are gathered together into one commemoration, i.e., the 
three great Manifestations of Christ celebrated on this 
day, (see above,) 1st, that of the Star ; 2nd, that of 
the Blessed Trinity at His Baptism ; 3rd, at the Marriage 
Feast at Cana in Galilee. All which S. Chrysostom says 
happened on the same day, though not in the same years, 
but at an interval of thirty years. (S. Matth. ii. 1 — 12 ; 
S. Luke iii. 1—22 ; S. John ii. 1—11.) 

They are all brought before us in this day's services 
for the fuller manifestation of the ^' excellent glory of 
the Well-beloved Son,'' every year during the Season 
of the Festival of the Incarnation ; the meaning of the 
adoration both of the Wise Men and the Church being 
taught in the Epistle, (Ephes. iii. 1 — 12,) and the two 
first Lessons, (Isa. Ix. and xlix.) 

^' Consider how throughout the history of the Incar- 
nation are greatness and lowliness; joy and sorrow; the 
Son of God and the Son of Man, combined; the 
Son of God, ' the lofty One,' and Child of Mary the 
lowly handmaiden of the Lord; the poor carpenter 

returned to Nazareth. See S. Luke ii. 39 ; S. Matth. ii. 23. The 
sequence of events seems therefore this : — 

"The Nativity. 

" Presentation in the Temple. 

" Return to Nazareth. 

" Return to Bethlehem, (probably on account of the annual feasts 

at Jerusalem.) 

" Visit of the Magri. 

''i^i/^life into Egypt. 

'' Settlement at Nazareth. S. Luke ii. 51." 
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and David the King ; the Star in the heaven, and the 
flight into Egypt ; Eastern chiefs, and poor shepherds ; 
the shepherds in the field, and the Angel from on high; 
the Presentation as of a poor infant, the prophecies of 
Symeon as of God our Salvation : the pair of turtle 
doves as from a poor mother; the gold, the frankin- 
cense, and myrrh, as to the King of Kings/^* 

Lastly, How does everything minister, willingly or 
unwillingly, to the hidden Lord and Creator of all I 
'^ for," says a writer two hundred years ago,^ " all crea- 
tures had their share and interest in the sacred Incar- 
nation. Man did share in Him his own person and sex ; 
woman in the Holy Mother who bare Him ; poor men 
in the shepherds ; great and rich ones in the sages of 
the east ; the beasts by the stable in which He was 
born, and the cattle amongst which He lay ; the earth 
in the gold which was offered ; the trees in the myrrh 
and frankincense ; the heavens in the star that blazed, 
and the angels that were in His train,^^ those morning 
stars who shouted for joy over the new Creation of their 
Father and God. Let us lift up " our hearts with our 
hands to the heavens," and cry, '^ Alleluia, glory, and 
honour, and power, might, majesty, and dominion, be 
unto Him that sitteth on the throne, and to the Lamb" 
for ever and ever, as we echo the words of the song of 
Moses of old, " Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with His people," 
(Deut. xxxii. 43 ; Rom. xv. 10 ;) " Arise, shine, for 
thy Light is come ; the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee." (Isa. xl.) 

Consider also the manifestation of the Holy Trinity 
at our Lord's Baptism. S. Luke iii., Second Lesson, 
Morning. 1st, The mystery of our Lord^s Baptism 
was for our salvation, as every other act of His life and 
death ; 2nd, as an example of obedience ; 3rd, to in- 
stitute Holy Baptism, and to cleanse and consecrate 

^ See Williams on Nativity, p. 1 56. 

3 Hacket, Bp. of Liclifield, 1662^1670. 
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the water^ — not because He needed cleansing ! The 
Church pleads His Baptism in the Baptismal Service^ 
first Collect, and in Litany^ " By Thy Baptism/^ &c. 

This is one of the three times when His Divine glory 
broke visibly through the veil of His Human Flesh — 
when the Father's voice is heard witnessing to Him, 
once now, once at the Transfiguration, and once just 
before His Passion ; comp. S. Luke ix. 35 ; S. John 
xii. 28. To-day the Holy Trinity is manifested in 
the Father's Voice, — the Son Baptized, — the Spirit 
descending, outward form the dove, — tongues of fire. 
Acts ii. 

Also a manifestation of the Divine Nature of the 
Son to S. John Baptist. It seems then to have been 
first revealed to him, (see S. John i. 33, "I knew 
Him not,'' &c., i.e., until taught by the Father and 
the Spirit, ("He that sent me," &c.) First the 
manifestation of our Lord as God, baptized by the 
Holt Ghost, then baptizing (S. John iii. 26,) so the 
Apostles, (Acts ii. 38;) no promise of the Holt Ghost 
but through Baptism. 

Observe that our Lord is praying each time that the 
Voice from heaven acknowledges Him. (S. Luke ix. 
29 ; S. John xii. 28.) '' Like a dove ;" S. Luke only 
mentions the bodily form, (comp. Gen. i. 2; viii. 11.) 
The dove the figure of the Holt Spirit ; the ark, of 
the Church, (see Bapt. Service,) Christ's Body, (comp. 
also 1 S. Pet. iii. 20 ;) the emblem of love, innocence, 
&c., '^ love, joy, peace," &c., the fruits of the Holy 
Spirit. At the Transfiguration, which was another 
manifestation of Christ, another Feast of Light, the 
sameVoice is heard '^ on Mount Tabor, Christ in visible 
splendour, — the Father in the Voice, the Holy Ghost 
in the bright cloud did manifest themselves."^ 

^ The Festival of the Transfiguration, is kept on Aug. 6th, (see 

Kalendar; English Prayer Book, &c.,) by the whole Catholic 

Church, Eastern, Western, and British. It was institated as early 
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Observe how the Great Foremimer and faithfiil herald 
of the King, the holy Baptist, is brought to-day into 
the senrioes, as the baptiser of his Lord, and so shares 
in the manifestation of His glory, and the adoration 
around the eradle on this festival. 

Consider the Holy Child Jesus, 

I. For He is — 
A Light to lighten the Gentiles.^' S. Luke ii. 32. 
A Light of the (jentiles/' Isa. xlii. 6. 
A Marvellous Light/' 1 S. Pet. ii. 9. 

''A Star.'' Numb. xriv. 17. 
" The Star out of Jacob." Numb. xxiv. 24. 
" The Morning Star.*' Rev. ii. 28. 
The Bright and Morning Star." Eev. xxii. 16. 
The Day Star." 2 S. Pet. i. 19. 
The Day Spring from on high." S. Luke i. 78. 
" The Sun of Righteousness." Mai. iv. 2. 
" As the light of the morning when the sun ariseth, 
a morning without clouds." 2 Sara, xxiii. 4. 

" I am the Light of the world ; he that followeth Me 
shall have the Light of Life." Our Blessed Lord. S. 
John viii. 12. 

II. He is— 

"The Hidden Manna." Rev. ii. 17. 
" A Plant of Renown." Ezek. xxxiv. 29. 
'' The Rose of Sharon." Cant. ii. 1. 
" The Lily of the valley." Cant. ii. 1. 

A Bundle of Myrrh." Cant. i. 18. 

A Cluster of Camphire." Cant. i. 14, 

as A.D. 700 in the Greek ; but at Rome was obserTed as earlj 
as 450. The glorioas mystery which it celebrates is related by 
three out of the four Evangelists ; but the Festival has never 
ranked with the other Festivals of our Loao, because its theo- 
logical significance though great has appeared to be less evident 
than the others. There is an Epistle and Gospel for it in tbt 
old English use, i.e. Sarum. 2 S. Pet. i. 10— 19 1 8. Matth. xtU. 
1 — 9. See Annotated Prayer Book. 
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''As ointment poured forth/^ Cant. i. 3. 
'' All His garments smell of myrrh^ aloes^ and cassia, 
— ^ut of the ivory palaces/' &c. 

III. Of the house of David. 2 Sam. vii. 12—15 ; 
1 Chron. xvii. 11, 14; Ps. Ixxxix. 4,36; cxxxii. 10 — 
1 7 ; 2 Chron. vi. 42 ; Isa, ix. 7 ; xi. 1 ; Iv. 3, 4 ; Jer. 
xxiii. 5, 6 ; Amos ix. 11 ; S. Matth. i. 1 ; S. Luke i. 
69 ; ii. 4 ; S. John vii. 42 ; Acts ii. 30; xiii. 23 ; Eom. 
i. 3 ; 2 Tim. ii. 8 ; Rev. xxii. 16. 

IV. "Born at Bethlehem, the city of David." 
Micah V. 2; S. Matth. ii. 6; S. Luke ii. 4; S. John 
vii. 42. 

V. "The God of Israel.'' Ex. xxiv. 10, 11 ; Joshua 
vii. 19; Jer. xi. 3; 1 Sam. ii. 10; 2 Sara. vii. 12; 
1 Chron. xvii. 11 ; Ps. xli. 13; Isa. xlv. 3; Ezek. viii. 
4 ; S. Matth. xv. 31 ; xxii. 32; S. John xx. 28. 

Lastly, consider " 1. The Final Manifestation of 
Christ. ' The day is at hand.' Heb. i. 3, (first clause ;) 
S. John i. 11 ; 1 Cor. iv. 5. 

" Final Revelation. 2 Thess. i. 7 ; Rev. i. 

" Effects on our lives. 1 Cor. iv. 5 ; S. Luke xii. 2. 

" Effects on our works. 1 Cor. iii. 13. 

"2. Our Response — Singlemindedness. S. Matth. 
vi. 22. 

. '^ Following Jesus. S. John viii. 12. ' Lighten mine 
eyes.* 

" Watchfulness. S. Luke xii. 35. 

"Love. 1 S. John ii. 3— 11. 

"3. Manifestation of Christ's kingdom. 'Thy 
kingdom come.' Isa. xxxii. 1 ; Ps. ii. 6 ; S. Luke i. 
32,33. 

'^ This kingdom a heritage. Heb. i. 2 ; Ps. ii. 8 ; 
Ephes. i. 14. 

" Hidden waiting for its manifestation. S. Luke ii. ; 
xvii. 20, 21 ; S. Matth. xiii. 31, 33; Rom. viii. 19. 
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*^ In its fulness and unity. Ephes. i. 9^ 13. 

'' And power. Ps. ii. 9 ; Rev. ii. 26, 27 ; 1 Cor. xv. 
24—28; Rev. xvii. 14; Heb. ii. 8, 9; Ps. viii. 

'^ Responsive graces. Interior submission to grace. 
Col. iii. 15. 

« Thankfulness. Col. i. 12, 13. 
Poverty of spirit. S. Matth. v. 8. 
Consider how in the Day of Judgment at Christ^s 
final manifestation all things will be made manifest 
Comp. these references. Job xii. 22 ; xx. 27 ; xxvi. 6 ; 
xxxiv. 22; Ps. 1.21; Ixxiii. 16; Prov. x. 9; Eccles 
ix. 1 ; xii. 14; Isa. xlii. 16; Jer. xxiii. 20; Lam. iv 
21; Dan. vii. 10; Nah. iii. 5; Zeph. i. 12; Ecclus 
xi. 27 ; xvi. 16 ; xx. 2 ; xxxix. 27 ; S. Matth. x. 26 ; 
1 Cor. iv. 5 ; 2 Cor. v. 10 ; Rev. xx. 12. 

" II. Consider the Mystery of the Blessed Trinity. 
Ephes. iv. 6 ; S. Matth. xxviii. 19. 

'^ How manifested to man. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. 

"In our access to God. Ephes. ii. 18. 

"We must be conformed to this mystery. S.John 
xvii. 21, 23. 

" The holiness of the Blessed Trinity. Rev. iv. 

"The Love. 1 S. John iv. 8. 

" The Grace. S. John i. 16 ; Col. ii. 9.''i 

"Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, Which 
wast, and Which art, and Which art to come.^^ 

Prophecies^ Allusions, ^c, 

Isa. Ix. 4, 9; xlix. 23 ; Ixi. 6 ; Ixvi. 11, 12. 

" The Gentiles shall come to Thy Light.'^ 

" They shall bring gold and treasure.^^ 

" Surely the isles shall wait upon Thee.^' 

" Kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and queens 

^ For this meditation and other quotations^ to which no name is 
affixed, the writer is indebted to anpublisbed thoughts of personal 
friends or relations, which it was thought they would not object to 
being so used. 

II. S 
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thy nursing mothers/'^ Isa. xlix. 23; Ps. Ixxii. 11; 

Isa. Hi. 15 ; Ix. 16 ; Ps. xlv. 9. 

" All Thy garments smell of myrrh^ aloes^ and 
cassia/^^ ^^^ 

'' Salvation is of the Jews.^^ 

'^ The law shall go out of Sion^ and the Word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem.^' 

" I will bring Thy Seed from the east." 

^'0 Jerusalem^ look about thee towards the east; 
and behold^ the Joy of the Lord cometh unto thee.^' 
Baruch iv. 36. 

" From the rising up of the sun shall My Name be 
great among the Gentiles, that the way of the kings of 
the east might be prepared." Mai. i. 11. Comp. Isa. 
Ixv. 14, 15 ; Jer. xvi. 19 ; xvii. 26 ; Rev. iv. 10 ; Tobit 
xiii. 11 ; Jer. xli. 5 ; Cant. iii. 6. 

Types, 

Queen of Sheba bringing presents to Solomon the 
king. 

Joseph's brethren bowing down before him; the 
Egyptians doing him honour. 

The sun and the moon standing still at the command 
of Joshua. 

Araunah offering gifts to David, as a king unto a 
king. 

^ We have all seen a fulfilment of this lately in the touching history 
of the Hawaiian Mission, of the good king Kam^am^ha IV., Trans- 
lator of the English Prayer Book, and his widowed qoeen, Emma, still 
the true nursing mother of the Church in her own country. 

3 Frankincense and myrrh are both strong- scented gums and were 
used in the service of the temple and to bum as incense. The holy 
"anointing oil," with which kings, priests, and prophets were anointed, 
contained them. See Exodus xxx. 23 ; 1 Chron. ix. 29. It was 
made of ** principal spices," i.e., myrrh, sweet cinnamon, calamus, 
and cassia. Amongst the plants of the King's garden enclosed are 
spikenard, ** calamus, cinnamon, frankincense, myrrh, aloes, with all 
the chief spices/' (Cant. iv. 13.) "Myrrh, aloes, and dnnamon/' 
(or cassia) are named together, (Prov. yii. 17 ; Cant. iii. 6.) 
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Lessons, 

Great thankfulness for the love and mercy of God 
shown on this day to us Gentiles. 

'^ Let your life/^ says one writer, " be a continual 
psalm of thanksgiving for the knowledge of this salva- 
tion, a continual adoration of the Heavenly King/^ 

The Church invites daily to this, " come, let us 
worship, and fall down, and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker/^ — Venite^ and Te Deum. 

Let us devote to Him, like these wise men, our best 
offerings and gifts. 

Let us imitate their patience, their faith, their hope, 
their love, their perseverance, their humility. 

Copy their example of seeking Light in the Church, 
*' the city of God.^' They inquire at Jerusalem of the true 
Priests and Word of God, " and because of this, ob- 
serve,^' says a French writer, " their progress in the 
light of God. A star warns them to go, Holy Scripture 
points out the place to which they must go, and lastly, 
God Himself directs their return. Behold them thus 
admitted to Divine revelations, most sacred, most 
singular, as the just reward of their faithful following 
of Jesus Christ. If our lights do not increase, it is 
because we are not faithful to those God has already 
given us.^^^ 

Let us seek in His Church to walk by the light of 
His Word safe to the home of Christ our King. 

We may copy the offerings of the Magi by the practice 

' This Psalm has heen used from very ancient times, as the invita- 
tory or introdnctory Psalm, at Divine Service, Matins. There seems 
little doubt that it was adopted from the Temple Service, which pro- 
bably led to S. Paul's explanation of it, when showing the connection 
between the two dispensations, (Heb. Ui.,) and the way in which aU 
faith and worship centre in our Great High Priest and Perpetual 
Sacrifice. S. Augustine mentions it as thus used. See Annotated 
Prayer Book, and Readings on the Canticles, A. R. A., Monthly 
Packet, 1 867. 

s ** L'Evangile M^t^." 
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of divers works of charity and piety. '' To help in the 
building of churches, in the decoration of His altar^ 
in the beauty of Divine Service^ is to offer incense 
to Jesus: to comfort the poor in their wants and 
sufferings is to offer Him gold : to help to bury 
the faithful dead, or comfort mourners, or to pro- 
vide the last Sacrament for the dyings is to offer Him 
myrrh .^^ 

*^ Let us follow their obedience in their return to their 
own country. Ours is heaven. We are far from it by 
sin ; we can return only by penitence and the practice 
of the graces of which our King and Saviour has given 
us an Example.^' 

Let us remember our Lord's own words, *' I am the 
Light of the world.'' 

To-day, (Second Evening Lesson,) the Blessed Virgin 
Mother is our example in three things, her telling her own 
wants and those of others to Christ her Lord ; and her 
loving trust, (even after His rebuke of her for wishing to 
hasten His manifestation,) that He would still grant her 
request, shown by the direction she immediately gives 
to the servants, one that we may still hear her speaking 
to us by her holy life and entire sacrifice of self, for 
thus the Mother of Jesus still says to all His servants^ 
" Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it." 

Prayers. 

Our Father, &c. 
Lord, have mercy. 

V, Arise, shine, for thy Light is come, Alleluia. 
R. And the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 
Alleluia. 

V, Kings shall be thy nursing fathers. Alleluia. 
R. And queens thy nursing mothers. Alleluia. 
F. Lo, the star came and stood over. Alleluia. 
B. The house where the Young Child was. Alleluia. 
Fi And they offered Him gifts. Alleluia. 
Ji, Gold, /rankincense, and mynK Alleluia. 
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V. Thou Who wast manifested to-day, Alleluia. 

R. Have mercy upon us. 

V. The sons of strangers shall build Thy walls. 
Alleluia. 

R. All that despised Thee shall bow down. Alleluia. 

F. The abundance of the sea shall be given to Thee. 
Alleluia. 

R. The power of the Gentiles shall come to Thee. 
Alleluia. 

V. Thou shalt have dominion from sea to sea. 
Alleluia. 

R. From the rivers to the end of the earth. Alleluia. 

V. And when Jesus was baptized the heavens were 
opened. Alleluia. 

R And the Spirit of God^ like a Dove^ lighted on 
Him. Alleluia. 

V. This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of 
Galilee. Alleluia. 

R. And manifested forth His glory. Alleluia. Amen. 

'' LoRD^ Who at this time didst manifest Thy 
glory to the Gentiles ; strengthen, we pray Thee, Thy 
Church in this once Gentile land, and enable it to be 
a witness to the truth in these latter days, built on the 
Rock of Thy Word : through Jesus Christ its Head. 
Amen/* — Rev, E, Monro. 

*' Christ, Who, though God, didst deign to 
come unto men in humility, and didst deign to mani- 
fest Thyself by a wondrous star, do Thou appear unto 
us and be made known unto us, Lord ; as Thou 
didst once appear manifest in the Flesh, as Thou wast 
born of a Virgin, wast found of shepherds, made known 
by power, declared by a star, adored with gifts ; so that 
by virtue of Thy glorious Epiphany, Thy Church may 
receive joys now, as of old, when offering up Thy Holy 
Mysteries. 

" Make us. Lord Jesus, to await Thy last Epiphany 
with care and watchfulness, that when Tko^ <sa\s!kK^\. ^scA^ 
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searchest Thou mayest find us not sleeping in our sins^ 
but watchful for Thy promises. May Thy heavenly 
light be before us at all times and in all places^ that we 
may contemplate with a clear sight^ and receive with 
due affection, the Mystery whereof Thou art pleased we 
should partake.*^ — Manual of Spiritual Communion. 

" Holy, Blessed, and Glorious Trinity, Three Per- 
sons and One God; have mercy upon us, miserable 
sinners," &c. 

"By Thy Holy Baptism: Good Lord^ deliver us.^^ 
— The Litany, 

'^ By every circumstance of Thy most holy life : Good 
Lord, deliver us/' — Ancient Litany, 

"Almighty God, Who art a most Strong Tower to 
all them that put their trust in Thee,*' &c. — Visitation 
Service. 

Collects, for Nativity, S. John's Day, Epiphany 
Sundays, Trinity Sunday. 

" In Thy Light shall we see Light." 

" Lift up the Light of Thy Countenance upon us.'* 

" Lighten our darkness'' is the Church's cry to the 
Light of lights, in the fading evening light. 

" Cast Thy bright beams of Light," &c. (See Collect 
for S. John Evangelist's Day. 

Hymns. 
« * * « • 

''The shepherds keep their flocks by night, 
The heaven glows out with wondrous light ; 
The glory of the Lord is there, 
The angel bands their King declare, 
Th« watchers of the night confessed, 
*GoD of pur Fathers, Thou art blest 1' 

" The Angel ceased, and suddenly 
Seraphic legions filFd the sky, 
* Glory to God,* they cry again, 
' Peace upon earth, Good will to men, 
Christ comes !' and they that heard confessed, 
'QoD of our Fathers, Thou art blest !' 
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*'What said the shepherds? *Let us turn 
The newrhorn miracle to learn.' 
To Bethlehem's gate their footsteps drew. 
The Mother with the Child they view, 
They knelt, and worshipped, and confess'd, 
* God of our Fathers, Thou art blest I' " 

8. COSMAS. 



The Eastern Kings, 
* « * « 

" Of old victorious Babel bore away 
The spoils of royal Sion and her prey ; 
But Babel's treasures now and Babel's kings 
Christ, by the guiding star, to Sion brings. 
There have they knelt, and there adored, 
"Wherefore we cry with heart's endeavour, 
' Let all creation bless the Lord, 
And magnify His Name for ever.' " 

S. CoSMAS. 



The Magi* 

** O wondrous mystery, full of passing grace. 
The grot becometh heaven, the Yirgiu's breast 
The bright cherubic throne ; the stall that place 
Where He Who fills all space vouchsafes to rest ; 
Christ our God to Whom we raise 
Hymns of thankfulness and praise. 



<« 



The course propitious of the unknown star 
The Wise Men followed on its heavenly way. 
Until it led them, beckoning from afar 
To where the Christ the King of all things lay. 

Him in Bethlehem they find, 

Born the Saviour of mankind. 

* Where is the Child,* they ask, * the new-born King, 
Whose herald light is glittering in the sky, 
To Whom our offerings and our praise we bring V 
And Herod's heart is troubled utterly ; 

Armed for war with God, in vain 

Would He see that Infant slain." 

S. C0SMA8. 
Dr, Neale's Greek Hymns, 
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" Earth has many a noble city/' &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 59. 

" Why doth that impious Herod fear," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 60. 

" The people that in darkness sat, 
A glorious sight ha^e seen/' &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 61. 

" As with gladness men of old/' &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 64. 

" Jbsu, the very thought is sweet/' &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 65. 

*'Hail to the Lord's Anointed/' &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 66. 

" Christ, Whose glory fills the sky," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 5. 

" O Trinity, most blessed light," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 19. 

The Epiphany. 
" Gentiles shall come to Thy rising." — 1st Lesson. 

"In lofty faith, with lowly mind, 

Not knowing where, like Abraham sent. 
Home, country, friends, all left behindy 
Seeking their Lord they went 

"To Bethlehem, the * House of Bread/ 
Meet emblem of the Church where we 
In meek adoring: faith are fed, 
O Bread of Life, on Thee t 

" With stores of earth's most precious things. 
They hasten on their Star-led way, 
Longing, before the King of kings 
Their gifts and crowns to lay. 

" They questioned not, nor doubted then, 
They counted not the cost or pain, 
And so they found, those true wise men, 
Immeasurable gain. 

" So doubt we not, nor strive to know 
God's will for us in future years, 
ConteDt where He shall lead to go» 
And leave behind our fe&Ti. 
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•* So in the * City of our King,' 

Learn ever how to seek and find 
Him, Wholl accept us if we bring 
. Pure gifts with humble mind. 



it 



it 



Christ's living: Word our guidine Star, 
His holy Church^ tbe appointed way» 

To lead us to the Land afar, 
Of never ending day. 

Till passing through the Gates of gold. 

Before God's everlasting Seat, 
We cast our crowns, like them of old, 

At the Redeemer's feet. Amen." 

L. S. 

Hymn for the Day in The Christian Year. 

Hymn for the Day in Lyra Innocentium. 

Also Lyra Innocentium, No. 4, p. 195 ; No. 1, p. 44; 
No. 10, p. 165 ; No. 5, p. 108 ; No. 4, p. 16; No. 15, 
p. 40; No. 2, p. 12. 



The Guiding Star. 

" And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy." 

** The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty ; He will 
save, He will rejoice over thee with joy ; He will rest in His 
love. He will joy over thee with singing.'* — Zeph. iii. 17. 

•* The heavens declare the glory of God." — Pb. xix., Christ- 
mas Day. 

** God is love ; the heavens tell it, 

Through their glorious orhs of light, 
In that glad and golden language. 
Speaking to us day and night. 

Their great story, 
God is Love and God is Light. 

" And the teeming earth rejoices, 
In that message from above : 

J See Episde, " That by the Charch;* «wi. 
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With ten thousand thousand voices, 
Tellinf^ back from hill and grovCf 

Her glad story, 
God is Might and God is Love. 

" Through these anthems of creation. 
Struggling up with gentle strife. 
Christian songs of Christ's salvation. 
To the world with blessings rife, 

Tell their story, 
God is Love and God is Life. 



(( 



Up to Him let each affection, 
Duly rise and round Him move; 

Our whole lives one resurrection, 
To the Life of Light above ; 

Our glad story, 
God is L&e and God is Love.** 

Anon. 



" Where is He that is born King of the Jews V (The Magi.) 
" Art Thou a King then ?" (Pilate.) 

'* Unto a King, to do Him reverence, 
Go up a countless throng ; 
Each, as is fit, some tribute bears, 
Mark ! as they pass along ; 
Lo I here are gems of thorns that pierce the wearer ; 
And here are gifts of stones that wound the bearer ; 
And fabrics fine, but incomplete. 
For royal robing all unmeet ; 
And flowers, frail flowers, 
Of short-lived hours. 
Say, what is this strange thing ? 
Such offerings as these to make a King ? 

" Go further: see the King upon His throne, 
This is His palace gate ; 
Here with the servants stand and see the end 
Of all this regal state. 
The throne, a Cross ; a thief on either hand. 
Some scoffing soldiers ; and a timid band 
Of mourners. Hush I 'tis eventide. 
And still those Arms are outstretched wide. 
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AH nfks to take ; 

For His dear sake, 
Whate'er is thy life's crown, 
Thy best on earth, make haste and lay it down. 

'' Again the crowds go up unto the stone^ 
The sepulchre made sure ; 
Not empty-handed, for their love has balms. 
To keep their sorrow pure. 
But now their gifts are thoughts and prayers and tears. 
And conquered sorrows and dispelled fears. 
The woe of woes hes there, and they 
Have cast all selfish grief away. 
Go take thy stand. 
In that still land ; 
And there with them bemoan. 
The ruined kingdom, and the Father's throne ! 

" Behold I the resurrection angel stands, 
'The Loud is risen,' saith he. 
But ere He went, for all who brought Him gifts, 
He left their guerdons. See 
He wore thy thorns, take thou His victor's crown, 
And thou this palm sprung where thy stones fell down. 
This robe became His winding sheet. 
Death cannot mar its fragrance sweet ; 
For thy poor toys 
Take His true joys. 
For loss and scorn and pain. 
Take the King's bounties, ease and praise and gain." 

R. £i« I. A. 



Christ the Bright and Morning Star. 
*' Thy kingdom come 1" 



(( 



Light of the lonely pilgrim's heart, 

Star of the coming day I 
Arise, and with Thy morning beams, 

Chase all our griefs away. 

'' Come, Blessed Lord I let every shore 
And answering island sing - 
The praises of Thy Royal Name, 
And own Thee as theur King. 
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*'Bid the whole earth, responsiye now, 
To the bright world above. 
Break forth in rapturous strains of joy. 
In memory of Thy love. 

'' Lord ! Lord I Thy fair creation groans, 
The air, the earth, the sea. 
In unison with all our hearts. 
And calls aloud to Thee. 

** Thine was the Cross, with all its fruits 
Of grace and peace divine ; 
Be Thine the crown of glory now, 
The palm of victory Thine !" 

Sib Edward Denny, 1848. The Book 

of Praise, 193. 



Christ's manifestation in and by the chubch, (Epistle.) 

Hymn for the first day of the week, Sunday. 
*' God said. Let there be light, and there was light." 

" The earth is without form, and void, 
Darkness is on the deep, 
But on the waters' misty face 
God's Spirit watch doth keep. 

*' * Let there be light, and there is light,' 
Thy Voice, O God, is heard; 
The darkness from the waters rolls. 
Obedient to Thy Word. 

** So from our minds in darkness pent 
Of error and of sin, 
Oh, take away the cloud, and let 
Thy perfect light begin. 

" That Chbist Thy Son be in our hearts. 
Himself Thy Light, we pray. 
And that He brighten more and more, 
Unto the perfect day.'' 

Anon. 
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Sunday, the Lord's Day. Rev. L 10. 

*'Tboa art the Light of other days. 
They shine by giving back thy rays." 

** Sandays by thee more glorious breaki 
An Easter Day in every week.*' 



»> 



" After long days of storm and shower. 
Of sighing wind and dripping bower. 
How sweet it is to ope our eyes 
On newly swept and garnished skies, 

** To miss the clouds and driving rain. 
And see that all is bright again, 
So bright we cannot choose but say, 
' Is this the world of yesterday V 

''E'en so, methinks, the Sunday brings 
A change o'er all familiar things, 
A change, we know not whence it came. 
They are and they are no^ the same. 

" There is a spell, within, around, 
On eye, and ear, and sight, and sound ; 
And loth or willing they and we 
Must own this day a mystery. 

" Sure all things wear a heavenly dress. 
That sanctifies their lowliness, 
Types of the endless resting day 
\Vhen we shall all be changed as they. 

" To-day our peaceful ordered home, 
Foreshadoweth mansions yet to come ; 
We foretaste in domestic love 
The faultless charities above. 

" And as at yester eventide 
Our tasks and toys were laid aside, 
Lo, here our training for that day 
When we shall lay them down for aye. 

" But not alone for musings deep 
Meek souls their day of days will keep. 
Yet other glorious things than these 
The Christian in his Sabbath sees. 



\ 
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" His eyes by faith his Lord behold^ 
How on the week's first day of old 
From hell He rose, on death He trod. 
Was seen of men, and went to God. 

" And as we fondly pause to look 
Where, in some daily-handled book, 
Approval's well-known tokens stand 
Traced by some dear familiar hand ; 

** E'en so there shines one day in seven . 
Bright with the special mark of heaven. 
That we with love and praise may dwell 
On Him who loveth us so well. 

'* Whether in meditative walk 
Alone with God of heaven we talk. 
Catching the simple chime that calls 
Our feet to some old church's walls ; 

" Or passed within the church's door, 
Where poor are rich, and rich are poor. 
We say the prayers and hear the Word 
Which there oar fathers said and heard ; 

" Or represent in solemn wise 
Our all-prevailing Sacrifice, 
Feeding in joint Communion high 
The life of faith, which cannot die. 

" And surely in a world like this. 
So rife with woe, so scant of bliss. 
Where fondest hopes are soonest croes'd. 
And fondest hearts are severed most ; 

" 'Tis something that we kneel and pray. 
With loved ones near and far away ; 
One God, one faith, one hope, one care. 
One form of words, one hour of prayer. 

'* 'Tis past ; yet pause till ear and heart, 
In one brief silence ere we part, 
Somewhat of that high strain have caught, 
* The peace of God, which passeth thought.' 

'* Then turn we to our earthly homes, 
Not doubting but that Jbsus comes, 
Breathing His Peace on hall and hut. 
At evening ' when the door is shut.' 
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t 

" This speeds us on our weekday way. 
And hallows every common day ; 
Without Him Sunday's self were dim, 
But all are bright if spent with Him.'' 

Freeman, 1844. 



lie Wedding Feast, (2nd Lesson, Evening, Rev. xix. 7} xxi. 29.) 

" Courage, O faithful heart. 

Steadfast for ever,, 
In the Eternal Love 

Faltering never : 
Courage, O downcast eyes. 

Bitter tears shedding; 
Hark ! how the chimes ring ou£ 

Joy for the wedding 1 



(( 



(( 



Open the golden doors 

Through the high portal. 
Let the rich glory stream 

Sea-like immortal I. 
Open the golden gates 

Wide from the centre, 
Countless the multitude 

Hither must enter. 

Light up the palace walls 

From roof-tree to basement. 
Bid the warm festal glow 

Flood every casement : 
Chant ye the bridal song, 

Solemn and holy. 
Waking to Paradise 

Souls that lie lowly. 



" Out of old battle-fields 

No man remembers. 
Out of still village-yards 

And dank chamel chambers ; 
From the chill ocean-graves 

Under far waters. 
And the dear sepulchres 

Where sleep the martyrs. 
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'' Dives and Lazarus, 

One with the other. 
Peasant and emperor, 

Foeman and brother. 
Men with long century-lives 

Braving death's shadow, 
And sweet baby blossoms — ^ftresh 

As flowers in the meadow. 

" Out of the million haunts 

Where dead men lie idle. 
Out of life's thousand ways, 

Call to the bridal, 
Open the golden doors 

"Wide from the centre. 
For they that are ready 

To glory shall enter.'* 

W. E. LlTTLEWOOD. 

" The Voice that breathed o'er Eden.'* 

Ancient and Modem, 212. 

" How welcome was the call. 
And sweet the festal lay. 
When Jbsus deigned in Cana's hall 
To bless the marriage day," &c. 

Ancient and Modem, 213. 

Stars of the Morning. 

*^ To principalities and powers in heavenly places might be 
known by the Church," &c. (Epistle.) 

*' Stars of the morning, 

Gloriously bright, 
Filled with celestial 

Virtue and light ; 
These, that, where night never 

Followeth day, 
Raise the Trisagion 

Ever and aye : 

" These are Thy counsellor!, 
These dost Thou own, 
Lord God of Sabaoth, 
Nearest Thy Throne ! 



«< 
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These are Thy ministers, 

These dost Thou send, 
Help of the helpless ones ! 

Man to defend. 

These keep the guard amidst 

Salem's dear howers. 
Thrones, Principalities^ 

Virtues and Powers ; 
Where with the liying ones. 

Mystical four. 
Cherubim, Seraphim^ 

Bow and adore. 

« < Who like the Lord?' thunders 

Michael the chief : 
Raphael, ' the cure of God/ 

Comforteth grief: 
And, as at Nazareth, 

Prophet of peace, 
Gabriel, ' the might of God/ 

Bringeth release. 

** Then, when the earth was first , 

Poised in mid space, — 
Then, when the planets first 

Sped on their race, — 
Then, when were ended the 

Six days' employ, — 
Then all the sons of God 

Shouted for joy. 

'* Still let them succour us, 
Still let them fight. 
Lord of angelic hosts. 

Battling for right I 
Till where their anthems they 

Ceaselessly pour, 
We with the angels may 
Bow and adore !" 

8. Joseph of the Studkan. 

Passages of Scripture far to-day. 
The Epistles. English : Ephes. iii. 1 — 12. Sarum 
adf Roman : Isa. Ix. 1 — 6, (our first Lesson.) Eastern : 
itus ii. 11 — 14 ; iii. 4 — 7. 

II. T 
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The Gospels. The whole Western Church : S. 
Matth. ii. 1—12. Eastern : S. Matth. iii. 13—17. 
Also those for the six Sundays after Epiphany. 

The Psalms, xlv., Ixxii., xcvi., xcviii., cxiii., cxv., 
cxxxvii., xcv., xcvii., xcix., c, (Old Introits for Sun- 
days after Epiphany,) xiii., xiv., xv., ii„ xx.; Isaiah 
xliv., xlvi., li., liii., Iv., Ivi., Ivii., Iviii., lix., Ixiv., Ixv., 
Ixvi.^ being the Lessons for the Sundays after the Epi- 
phany, and all wonderfully setting forth Christ in some 
new manifestation ;^S. Matth. xxiv., xxv. ; Rev. xxii. ; &c. 

Introit. "Behold the King our Ruler is come^ 
Lord of lords/^ Dominator Dominus, (comp. Mai. iii. 
1,) " and His kingdom is in His hand, and power and 
dominion are His.^^ Ps. " Give the king Thy judg- 
ments^ Lord, and Thy righteousness unto the king^s 
son.'' (Ps. xcvi.) 



FEAST OF THE CONVERSION OF S. PAUL. 

The Lord manifests His glory to His servant, — The 
Apostle manifests his Lord to the Gentile world. — 
The saints are lights shining in the darkness. 

" Let your light so shine before men." 

" This Festival is not of very ancient origin, and does 
not seem to have been generally observed until the 
twelfth century, — though the collect is found in the 
Sacramentary of S, Gregory. It is said that there was 
a more ancient Festival kept on Feb. 22nd, in memory 
of SS. Peter and Paul.''^ The martyrdom of the two 

^ It is not kept by the Eastern Church, a Festival of SS. Paul and 
,Johti being kept with them on the 15th of January ; but the whole 
Western keeps it on this day. Annotated Prayer Book. 
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Apostles is Still observed together on our S. Feter^s 
Day^ June 29tbj in other portions of the Catholic 
Church J We lose somewhat by not commemorating 
bis noble martyrdom ; but there is something very 
instructive in the keeping of the Festival of his won- 
derful conversion in the midst of Epiphany-tide in 
placing it as the next Festival to the Epiphany^ — 
in remembering him who was himself ^'a Light to 
lighten every land/' close to the first manifestation 
of the Light Himself, and in the midst of those Sun- 
days which as we have seen above are beautifully 
called '^the Lights/' each one revealing to us some 
new ray of Light from the manifold manifestations of 
the Holy Child Jesus. (See Hymns below.) 

Most remarkable is the manner in which the Church 
during the season of the Nativity^ has marshalled the 
saints round their Lord^ so as best to do Him honour : 
beautiful the way in which these '^ stars of light'' are 
set in the Church's firmament around the Sun of 
Righteousness. 

This Festival is a further and very beautiful example 
of this^ and in perfect unison with the arrangement of 
the whole system of the services from S. Andrew's 
Day to the Purification. In the midst of the great 
forty days of the Commemoration of the Mystery of 
the Incarnation and Manifestation of God in Christ^ 
stands forth the great Apostle of the Gentiles^ first and 
foremost as himself a great proof of the Almighty 
manifestation of his Lord's love and power^ in his 
own wonderful conversion and bringing into the king- 
dom of light and life; and as the mighty instrument 
he became in handing on and revealing the Lights in 
causing '^ the Light of the Gospel to shine throughout 
the world." 

We cannot linger here to dwell on his wonderful life 

^ Eastern and Western, — there is also a Commemoration of S. Paul 
alone on June 3Cth, kept in the rest of the Western Church. 
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and kboars, which are set before us so fully in the 
Acts of the Apostles^ bat pass on briefly to consider 
how the example of this great Apostle will help us 
in our meditations on the Mystery of the Holy In- 
carnation^ and the witness he bears to the Holy Child 
Jesus. 

In the Epistle^ we have S. Luke's account of the 
wonderful conversion of the great Apostle of the Gen- 
tiles^ — ^his journey to Damascus to persecute the Ghris- 
tianSj^the voice from Heaven arresting him midway^ 
and changing his whole after life, and transfiguring Saul, 
the fierce persecutor^ into Paul the great Apostle, Saint, 
and Martyr, for the sake of the once despised Jesus of 
Nasareth, at the death of whose first martyr, S. Stephen, 
he had assisted. Observe especially in this narrative, 
the vision of the Lord, which must have reminded Saul 
at once of that seen by S. Stephen. Compare his own 
account of his wonderful conversion which we have in 
the second Lessons for the day, (Acts xxii., Tcxvi.,) 
where from his own lips we have the history of his 
Baptism, (xxii. 10, 12,) and the second vision of Christ 
to him in the temple, giving him His final commission 
to the Gentiles, (ver. 17, 18,) and his own sorrowful 
recollection of his former persecution of the disciples 
of Jesus (ver. 19,) especially of his share in the mar- 
tyrdom of the holy Stephen, (Acts vii. 58 ; viii. 1 ; 
S. Luke xi. 48; Rom. i. 32.) Observe how our 
Lord returns no answer to this, but seems as if to 
Him the past were blotted out of His remembrance 
in the present repentance and future love and service 
of His great Apostle. And He said unto me, '^ De- 
part, for I will send thee hence unto the Gentiles,'' 
(chap. ix. 15 ; xiii. 2, 46 ; xviii. 6 ; Bom. i. 5 ; xi. 13 ; 
XV. 16 ; Gal. i. 16 ; Ephes. iii. 7, 8 ; 1 Tim. ii. 7 ; 2 

Tim. i. 11.) 

The Epistle ends with telling us how ^' Saul increased 
\ore in strength, and confounded the Jews which 
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dwelt at Damascus, proving that This is very Christ/' 
Who henceforth was to be the One Object, Hope, Joy, 
and Aim, of his whole life. So at once does the Apostle 
begin to share the gifts and graces of his once despised 
Lord. Comp. S. Luke ii. 40, 52, " Jesus increased 
in wisdom,^' &c. ; 1 Sam. ii. 26 ; Acts xviii. 28 ; vii. 10 ; 
S. Luke xxi. 15 ; Acts v. 39; Exod. iv. 12; Isa. liv. 
17; S. Matth. xxiii. 12; Acts ix. 26—29. Thus 
is set before us the Power of the Incarnate Lord mani- 
festing its Glory in the wonderful vision on the way to 
Damascus,^ and in His power to change and rule the 
hearts of men ; al^o how each separate soul is known 
to Him, — the name, the place, the home, the occupa- 
tion of each one manifest to His all -seeing eyes, " from 
Whom no secrets are hid ;'' '' the street which is called 
Straight,'^ in the house of Judas, one called Saul of Tarsus, 
'^ behold he prayeth,'^ — but for such a revelation from 
the lips of the Incarnate God Himself we might have 
thought such little things beneath His notice, — but 
surely there is infinite comfort in this assurance of His 
Providence over each minute particular of the lives of 
His own, which should teach us, and which would teach 
us if we realised and grasped it, — what the great 
Apostle tells us afterwards he had teamed, — "in what- 
soever state he was, to be content/' — knowing that we are 
in His hand Who saith not only " all souls are Mine,^' 
but ^'not a sparrow falleth to the ground but My 
Heavenly Father careth for it : how much more then 
for you, ye of little faith.^^ 

In the Gospel, we have, in our Lord's answer to S. 
Peter's anxious inquiry as to the future of those who 
had given up all here for the Son of Man, the pro- 
mise of the untold reward in store for any who, likp 
S. Paul, have given up all for Christ, as well as the 
especial exaltation of the Twelve Apostles of the Lamb, 

^ Note how especially the Light that shone around them is dwelt 
on, — blinding Saul with its dazzling rays. 
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who were henceforth to be the foundations of the 
eternal city^ of which He Himself is the chief Corner- 
Stone^ *^ whose Builder and Maker is God/' Bev. zxi. 9, 
14^ 15^ 27. Here we have the same eternal vision of 
the Lamb which is set before us by S. John on Holy 
Innocents' Day. Though the promise of eternal re- 
wards is not limited to Apostles or Prophets^ but is 
promised to every one that has forsaken this world for 
the world to come^ and we are warned that '^ many 
that are first shall be lastj and the last shall be first/' 
stilly we have here the Apostles raised by our Lord 
Himself to a position of power and authority in the 
new kingdom of His Churchy which was to be continued 
to the end of time in the true Church of Christ by 
the grace and gift of the Apostolic Succession to their 
successors^ the Bishops of His Church on earth. This 
is very strikingly illustrated in our own Service for the 
consecration of Bishops and Archbishops^ which is of 
great antiquity. (See Consecration of Bishops and 
Archbishops.) And even more so by the very solemn 
and beautiful service with which a new Bishop is en- 
throned in his cathedral churchy and acknowledged as 
the successor of the Apostles/ (see prayers below.) 

The Collect is from the Sarum use, (see above,) and 
commemorating the blessed fact of the manifestation 
of the Incarnate Lord to the Gentile world by the 
great Apostle, — prays that we may have grace to show 
forth our thankfulness by following the holy doctrine 

' See the late Serrioe held in Lichfield Cathedral at the Enthronisa- 
tioQ of Bishop Selwyn (late Metropolitan of New Zealand) to the 
ancient cathedral and diocese of S. Chad, — of which he is the ninetieth 
Bishop. 

Tliis ceremony took place on the 9th of January this year. The 
Dean, Chapter, and other priests of the cathedral body meeting the new 
Bishop at the cathedral door, (comp. S. John x. 7, *' I am the Door," 
&o., and yerses 1, 2,) at which he knocks for admittance, conduct him 
in procession to the foot of the bishop's throne, where the Bishop kneels, 
and then are said by the officiating priest the beautiful prayers given 
below, after the Load's Prayer and Apostles' Creed have been said. 
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of which he is so great a Light Especially is this 
prayer applicable to our own beloved country^ which 
there seems little doubt is indebted to this Apostle for 
the light of the everlasting Gospel, — even if he did not 
absolutely preach it himself in this land.^ Be this as it 
may, the Church in this land especially needs this 

Erayer for a steadfast faith in his teaching^ to prepare 
erself for the great struggle against unbelief in which 
it seems to be her lot to bear a foremost part^ when 
one of the shepherds of her fold has dared to deny the 
Divinity of the Lord Incarnate.^ 

With the Collect comp* these references^ Col. i. 5, 6 ; 
Acts xxvi. 9—20; Eom. xv. 15—17; Acts «. 20, 21j 
27 J Col. ii. 6 ; 1 Thess. iv. 1, 2. 

The Special Lessons are — MatinSj Wisd. v.^ Acts 
xxii. to ver. 22. Evensong, Wisd. vi.^ Acts xxvi. 

In the First Morning Lesson we are shown the bold- 
ness of the righteous man, (ver. 1^) and the confession 
of the wicked of their weakness and blindness, (ver. 2j 
4,) wonderfully exemplified by S. Paul's history. The 
eternal reward of the children and saints of God, (ver. 
5 — 15,) contrasted with the vanity of the lives of the 
wicked. The care of God, their Father^ for His 
children; '^The care of them is with the Most High/' 
(ver. 15.) Comp. Epistle; Gen, xv. 1; Rev. xxii. 12. 
'' The glorious kingdom and beautiful crown'' laid up 
for them hereafter ''in the King's palace," (ver. 16;) 
chap. iv. 2 ; 2 Tim. iv. 8 ; Rev. iv. 4 ; ix. 7. " The 
complete invincible armour of light with which they are 
clothed here," ver. 17 ; Isa. lix. 16, 17. The fearful 
destruction which shall overtake their Lord's enemies 
and theirs, 17 — 23. 

In the Second Morning Lesson S. Paul gives his 
own history b^ore the Jews, (Acts xxii.,) and rouses 

' There are traditions which speak with some certainty of this. 
s Witness the Colenso heresy, and the tried and much enduring 
Church in South Africa, L«. Capetown and Natal. ^^ 
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their anger by declaring the salvation of the Gentiles, 
(ver. 22.) 

The First Evening Lesson sets before us the true 
glory of kings, i.e., to " love and seek*' the eternal 
Wisdom, and thus become " the stay of their people,'^ 
(ver. 24.) They are exhorted " to give ear^' to the 
glorious tidings of the ^'Wisdom which never fadeth 
away.^^ To kings S. Paul was especially commis- 
sioned to preach; comp. Acts ix. 15; xxv. 22, 23; 
zxvi. 1, &c. So that this Lesson leads us on very 
beautifully to the Second Evening Lesson, Acts xxvi., 
where we listen to the glowing words of the great 
Apostle before Agrippa the king, and his burning 
appeal to him to become not only '^almost, but alto- 
gether^^ like himself in his Christian faith and love for 
Jesus of Nazareth, (ver. 27, 28.) 

Consider these references — Gen. xlix. 27; Num. 
xxiv. 4; Deut. xxxiii. 20; 1 Sam. x. 6; Job xxiii. 16; 
xxviii. 2; xxxvii. 21; xxxviii. 22; xxxix. 9; Ps. Ixviii. 
22, 27; cxiv. 8; Prov. xxv. 4; Cant. ii. 17; Isa. xxi. 
8; xxii. 20; xxxvii. 29; xliii. 1; Jer. xxxi. 19; Lam. 
i. 13; Hos. ii. 1; xiv. 1; Zech. vi. 1; Wisd. vii. 7; 
Ecclus. viii. 1 ; xliii. 32; S. Matth. xix. 27; Acts ix. 1. 

" That the righteous are not to fear the mighty^* — 
Deut. V. 29 ; x. 12 ; 1 Sam. iv. 7 ; xviii. 12 ; 2 Kings 
xvii. 88 ; Job i. 1 ; vii. 18, 14 ; Ps. ii. 11 ; xix. 9 ; 
xxii. 23; xxv. 11 ; Prov. i. 7; x. 27; xiv. 16 ; xvi. 6; 
xxviii. 14 ; Eccles. xii. 13 ; Isa. Ixvi. 2 ; Jer. v. 24 ; 
Mai. i. 6; Ecclus. i. 13, 20; ii. 7—9, 17; iii. 7; 
X. 22; XV. 1; xvi. 2; xxiii. 27; xxvii. 3; S. Mark 
vi. 20; Acts x. 85; 1 S. Pet. i. 17; ii. 17; Rev. 
xiv. 7. 

^' That the saints consider temporal affliction a bless- 
ing" — Exod. XV. 24; Lev. ii. 9; Deut. xxxiii. 18; 
Job vi. 8, 9 ; xxxix. 21 ; Ps. xviii. 35 ; xxiii. 4 ; Ixxvii. 
3; Cant. i. 5, 13 ; Acts v. 41 ; xx. 22, 23 ; xxi. 13 ; 
Itoia. V. 8 ; Heb. x. 84 ; 8. James i. 2. 
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"The Lord fights for them that are His"— Neh. iv. 
15 ; Ps. iii. 7 ; xxiv. 8 ; xxxv. 2 ; Prov. iii. 26 ; Isa. 
xxxvii. 36; Jer. xx. 11 ; Judges v. 21 ; 2 Mace. iii. 
25; X. 29; xi. 8; xii. 22; xv. 16; Rev. ii. 16. 

" How God sometimes chooses preachers and apostles 
out of the greatest sinners'' — Gen. xxviii. 1 ; Exod. ii. 
21 ; Ruth iv. 13 ; Job xxi. 9 ; xxviii. 2 ; Ps. xviii. 44 ; 
Cant. ii. 4 ; Isa. xiii. 5 ; xvii. 2 ; xxxv. 7 ; xlii. 10 ; 
Iv. 13; Ix. 4; Jer. iii. 1; viii. 19; xxx. 10; xxxi. 8; 
Ii. 48; Ezek. xvi. 42; Hos. ii. 14; Zech. xii. 7; S. 
Matth. XX. 12 ; v. 18 ; viii. 3 ; S. Luke xv. 20 ; Acts 
ii. 8 ; xiii. 46 ; Rom. v. 20. 

" Of the hope of everlasting reward, or the saints fed 
by expectation of things eternaF' — Hos. iii. 3 ; ix. 7 ; 
Jlcclus. ii. 9 ; xi. 25 ; xx. 16; S. Luke xvi. 25 ; Tit. 
ii. 13 ; Heb. xi. 26 ; S. James v. 7 ; 2 S. Pet. iii. 9 ; 
1 Cor. ii. 9 ; Isa. Ixiv. 4 ; 2 Cor. xii. 4 ; S. Luke xxiii. 
43; Rev. xxii. ; 2 Tim. iv. 8; 1 Cor. ix. 25; S. 
James i. 12; 1 S. Pet. v. 4; Rev. ii. 10; Prov. xvi. 15. 
" How we must imitate the saints'' — Exod. xxvi. 14 ; 
xxviii. 9; Job x. 17; Prov. v. 6; Jer. vi. 17; xxxviii. 
12; S. Matth. v. 16; xxi. 7; Heb. xii. 7. 

*' Of everlasting Beatitude" — Isa. xxx. 26 ; xxxiii. 17; 
xxxv. 10; Dan. xii. 3; Wisd. iii. 7; S. Matth. xxii. 
2, 9; XXV. 34; S. Luke vi. 38; ix. 33; S. John xiv. 
2, 3 ; xvi. 22 ; xvii. 3 ; Acts vii. 55 ; 1 Cor. ii. 9 ; Rev. 
xxii. 5 ; vii. 16; xiv. 2.^ 

Consider, lastly, how S. Paul sets the Holy Child Jesus 
before us as — 

'' The Light of the Gentiles." Acts xxvi. 13, 15, 
16, 18. 

''A Light above the brightness of the sun." S. 
S. Luke i. 79 ; Isa. xxxv. 5 ; xlii. 7 ; Rom. i. 3 ; xi. 
13 ; Gal. ii. 7, 8. 

<< The Judge." Rom. xiv; 10 ; 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
. f* The Lord." 1 Cor. xii. 3. 

» Concordances of S. Anthony of Padna. 
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'The Word of Life/' CoLL5,6. 

'' IV. Imft^ <>r tbe lot iiible God/' CoL L 15. 

'^ l!h$ WuOnm ift Qop/' 1 Cor. L 2L Comp. 2iid 
Ihifydiiir^ P«rt L 

'' TV FirH-Bom/' Ito. Bom. nii. 29 ; Col. i. 18. 

'' Tb« Hetd of the Cbordi.'' Epbet. i. 22. 

'' The Head of Meo/' ICor.xLS. 

''TbeHetdofibeAngeW Col. ii. 10. 

'^ The CtipUin of Salvaiioo/' Heb. iL 10. 

'^ The Deliverer/' Rom. xi. 26. 

'' That Hock/' lCor.x.4. 

'' All in All/' Col. ill. 11. Comp. 8rd Sunday, 
Pari l 

''APrieitforcver/' Heb. vii. 17. 

''The Orcat High Prieit/' Heb. iv. 14. 

" The Loao of Glory/' 1 Cor. u. 8. 

''The Same/' Heb. i. 12. 

"God/' Heb. I. 8. 

" Monifcit in Fleih." 1 Tim. iii. 16. 

" Tho Groat Gon and our Savioue Jesus Christ/' 
Tit. ii. 18 1 comp. 4th Sunday in Advent and Feast of 
S. Thomaii Part I. 

Thus wo And all the titles of the Holy Child which 
wo hnvo been considering gathered up by the great 
Apostln and manifoited forth to the Gentiles. That his 
own ofltoo was this especial one he himself tells us, 
** t am appointed a Preacher and Apostle, and a TeAcher 
i(/Mff (;«n/i7(ftf/' 2 Tim. i. 11; Acts ix. 16; Ephes. 
iii. 7, 8| 1 Tim. ii. 7; 2 Tim. it. 17; Ephes. iii. 1. 

f ^ON«tW(*r ih^ hofy doctrine which he taught on. 

Faith. 1 Cor. liii. 18 ; Heb. xi. xii. 

Itom. 1 Cor« xiii. 13; Rom. viii. 24, 26; Phil. 
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Charity. 1 Cor. xiii. 13 ; Rom. xiv. 15 ; 1 Cor. 
viii. 1; Col. iii. 14; 1 Thess. iii. 6; 2 Thess. i. 8; 

1 Tim. i. 5 ; Tit. ii. 2. 

His earnest love for his Lord. 1 Cor. i. 23 ; ii. 2 ; 
Ephes. ii. 20 ; Oal. vi. 18 ; Phil. iii. 8. 

His noble declaration of faith and love strong as 
death in Him^ (Rom. viii. 37 — 39^] " I am persuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels^ &c.^ nor any 
other creature shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord/^ with which 
he closes those chapters^ (Rom. v.^ vi., vii., viii.^] which 
have been beautifully called the '' Long Psalm of Chris- 
tian Life,^^ which he sets before his converts.^ 

How he rejoices in the Cross of his Lord Jesus 
Christ. Oal. vi. 14; Phil. iii. 3; Rom. vi. 6, 11,28. 

Preaches the Resurrection^ (I Cor. xv.^) as the hope 
and object of all his labours and sufferings, (ver. 68,) 
the joys and rewards of the life to come. 1 Cor. ii. 
7 — 9; Comp. Isa. Ixiv. 4; S. Matth. xiii. 11, 16, 17; 
S. John xiv. 26 ; xvi. 13 ; Rev. xxii.^ xxi.^ vii. 

How he shows the path of light which those must 
walk in who seek that city which hath no need of the sua 
or of the moon to lighten it, for the glory of God and 
the Lamb doth lighten it^ even the Holy Child Jesus, 
Who is still the Light of His people. Rom. ii. 19; 
xiii. 12; 2 Cor. iv. 6; 1 Cor. iv. 5; 1 Tim. vi. 16; 

2 Tim. i. 10; 2 S. Pet. i. 19; Rev. xviii. 23 ; xxi. 11, 
23; xxii. 5; Ephes. v. 14; Rev. xxi. 24; Ps. xxxvi. 
9; xliii. 3; Isa. Iviii. 8, 10; Ix. 1, 19, 20; Rev. 
vii. 16. 

The time would fail if we tried to follow out all the 

1 ** In these chaptera/' (Rom. v.— ^viii.,) says « modern writer, '* we 
have the history of the Christian's hopes, fears, straggles, duties, and 
exceeding great reward, as if S. Paul, after speaking of the Patriarchs, 
their faith and their hope said, Now I will sing you the song of the 
Christian Life, its hopes, its aims, its strivings, its joys," &c. From 
notes of a Sermon by Rev. A. R. Ashweli, preached at S. Ninian'i, 
Whitby, 1865. .^ 
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teaching of this great Apostle^ for chosen by the Holy 
Ghost to write the larger number of the Books of the 
New Testament, there is no circumstance of life from 
the beginning to the end of our probation here in which 
his words may not teach, comfort, guide, and help us; 
none through which he does not seem himself to have 
passed, no temptation which he has not felt, fought 
with, triumphed over, through the strength and grace 
of the Only Wise God and our Saviour, the Holy 
Child Jesus, the longing and waiting for Whose second 
coming is to be, not only the hope and joy of the faith- 
ful pilgrim, but the motive for all work, holiness, right- 
eousness, unworldliness, and self-sacrifice, ^^that we 
may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things, looking for that Blessed Hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the Great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ,^' &c., Tit. ii. 10 — 15 ; comp. 1 Thess. iii. 
11—13. 

Hear how he sums up the Life of the Holy Child 
Jesus in those few grand, simple words to his ^^ son 
Timothy," (1 Tim. iii. 16,) "Great is the Mystery of 
Godliness, God was manifest in the flesh, justified in 
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles^ 
believed on in the worlds received up into glory."^ 

Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Th/pes. 

" The Fathers," says Wordsworth, " saw the twelve 
Apostles and seventy Elders typified in the seventy 
palm trees and twelve fountains at Elim." See Exod. 
XV. 27. (SS. Cyril, Cyprian, Jerome^ Ambrose.) 

Elim means " ascent," so in our ascent in spiritual 
knowledge we find twelve wells, the twelve Holy 
Apostles. 

The twelve sons of Jacob. 



// 



^ For a fall yet not too long a commentary on S. PauVs teaching see 
A Practical Exposition of the Epistles to the Romans and Hebrews 
tbe Bishop of fiarbadoes.^ ' lU^nn^toiiS, lAii^^Ti «XLd Oxford. 
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The twelve standards that stood around the taber- 
nacle, and moved with it on its journeys, (Numb, 
ii. 2—17. 

The twelve spies sent forth by Moses to bring tidiogs 
of the promised land. 

Twelve stones which Joshua commanded to be laid 
for the crossing over of Jordan. 

The twelve loaves of shewbread before the mercy-seat. 

The twelve gems sparkling on the breastplate of the 
High Priest. 

Twelve oxen bearing the molten sea, (the laver of 
regeneration, 1 Kings vii. 24, 25 ; 2 Chron. iv. 2.) 

Twelve thrones which are promised to the twelve 
apostles of the Lamb. See Gospel, also hymns below. 

Prophecies, see above ; also Jacobus prophecies con- 
cerning the twelve tribes of Israel, especially of Benja- 
min, fulfilled especially in S. Paul, (Gen. xlix. 27 ; comp. 
Judges iii. 15 ; 1 Sam. xi. 6 — 11 ; xiv. 13, 15, 47, 48 ; 
Acts ix. 1, 22.) 

Lessons. 

" Let your light so shine,'' &c. 

'^ To walk as children of light.*' 

'^ Put on the whole armour of light," (Ephes. vi.) 

To strive to prepare thus for '' the inheritance of the 
saints in light." 

Remember how S. Paul bids us arm ourselves with 
the two-edged sword of the Spirit — the Word of God — 
Christ's most precious gift to His Church, and still 
her best gift to her kings, bishops, priests, and deacons. 
See Consecration and Ordination services, also the ser- 
vice at the Coronation of our Sovereigns,^ when, after 
the anointing of the Sovereign in the ancient Abbey 
Church of Westminster, the Holy Bible is taken from 
the altar, and the Blessed Book is placed in the hands 
of the monarch with these words, " We present you 

1 Which Service was arranged by Dmutan, then Archbbhop of . 
Canterbnrjy drc. a.d. 9^. 
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with this Book^ the most valuable thing the world 
affords. Here is wisdom ; this is the Royal Law ; these 
are the lively oracles of God ; blessed is he that readeth 
and they that keep the words of this book^ that keep 
and do the things contained in it. For these are the 
words of eternal life^ able to make you wise and happy 
in this worlds nay, wise unto salvation ; and so happy 
for evermore^ through faith in Christ Jbsus^ to Whom 
be glory for evermore." 

Prayers. 

Collects^ for the Epiphany^ the Six Sundays after^ 
SS. Simon and Jude, All Saints, S. Peter, SS. Philip 
find James. 

Prayers at the Enthronization of a Bishop, (as now 

used.)^ 

^' God, the Fountain of all honours, of all the 
dignities which rest upon the sacred orders ministering 

to Thy glory ; to this Thy servant, , whom Thou 

hast given to be the prelate and principal Priest of this 
episcopal throne, and guardian of Thy Church, and 
hast elected for the administration of the highest 
priestly functions; give, Lord, we beseech Thee, 
this grace, that he may ascend the episcopal chair to 
rule Thy Church and people in unity; through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

(The Lord's Prayer and the Apostles' Creed are then said by 
the Clergy and people between these two Collects.) 

'' Then this Collect. 

" Almighty God, Holy Father, God Eternal, Thou 
hast deigned to appoint every order in the heavenly 
habitations. Lord, Thy Word remaineth for ever 
in heaven, where Thou hast placed Angels and Arch- 
angels, each in his own order. 
'^^And also by the ordinance of the Old Testament 

^ See l^ote p. *it1%. 
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Thou hast ordained Moses and Aaron amongst Thy 
Priests^ and Samuel amongst those that call upon Thy 
Name, Patriarchs and Prophets to hold counsel for Thy 
people ; and in the New Testament hast anointed Thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and hast lifted up the Holy Apos- 
tles, and Matthias their fellow into the Apostolate and 
seat of honour; we beseech Thee of Thy boundless 
mercy to give grace to this Thy humblest servant, our 
true and Reverend Father in Thee, that like Thy holy 
Apostles, sitting in the seat of honour and dignity, 
he in the sight of Thy Majesty may appear worthy of 
honour, through the same our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

^^ Lord Jesus Christ, Thou hast instructed Thy 
Apostles that they may guide by their doctrine; do 
Thou also grant to this Bishop standing in the place of 
the Apostles, that he may set forth and preach true 
doctrine ; and bring it to pass that he may keep his 
life spotless and undefiled ; through Thy grace, Who 
livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 

''The Archdeacon then addressing the Bishop in aloud voice, 
utters the following Invocation. 

^^ May the people honour thee, may God help thee, 
may the Lord grant thee all thy petitions; mayest 
thou be decked with honour, with purity, with know- 
ledge, with bountifulness ; mayest thou be just, mayest 
thou be humble, mayest thou be patient, mayest thou 
be sincere, mayest thou be the messenger of Christ. 
Receive the blessing which may secare thee in this day, 
and in the days to come; may the angels of God 
guard thee; may the Church be thy Mother; God 
thy Father; the Apostles thy examples; may God 
confirm thee in justice and in sanctity; may peace ever 
be with thee, through the Redeemer, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

"The blessing of God Almighty, Father^ SQ^^^^^^ 
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Holt Ghost^ come upon thee from above^ and remain 
with thee for ever. Amen." 

The Service concludes thus, — 

*' The Bishop, Dean and Chapter again forming procession, and 
chanting the Te Deumt passed out of the Choir, through the 
Lady Chapel, into the Chapter House, when the Bishop was 
conducted to the centre stall, the Archdeacon saying, — 

" Father, I assign to you this place in the Chapter 

of , and may the Lord guard your coming in and 

going out, from this time forth and for ever. Amen."* 

Scriptures for to-day. Gospels and Epistles of the 
Western Church, which are the same throughout, i.e., 
English, Sarum, and Roman. Epistle, Acts ix. 22; 
Gospel, S. Matth. xix. 27 — 30. Eastern none, see 
above. Special Lessons for the day, see above. Gos- 
pels, for S. Bartholomew, S. James, S. Peter, All Saints, 
SS. Simon and Jude, &c. 

Introit, '' Let us all rejoice in commemorating this 
day, the day on which the Blessed Paul adorned the 
world by his conversion. Ps. For the conversion of 
the Blessed Paul, and for the bright beams of light 
shed by his preaching : Glory, &;c.^' 

Psalms iv., xi., xix., xxxiii., xxxiv., xlvi., xv., xxiv.^ 
cxlix., &c. &c. 

Hymns. 

The Manifestations of Christ, 

" Songs of thankfulness and praise, 
Jbsu, Lord, to Thee we raise. 
Manifested by the star 
To the sages from afar ; 
Branch of Royal David's stem, 
In Thy birth at Bethlehem, 

' This is the Ceremonial appointed in the Cathedral Statutes at 
ZJcbAdd, 
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Anthems be to Thee addreBs'd, 
Goo in Man made manifest.^ 

** Manifest at Jordan's stream. 
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
And at Cana's wedding feast. 
In Thy Godhead manifest, 
Manifest in power Divine, 
Changing water into wine ; 
Anthems be to Thee address'd, 
God in Man made manifest. 



« 



Manifest in making whole 
Palsied limb, and fainting soul ; 
Manifest in valiant fight, 
Quelling all the Devil's might ; 
Manifest in gracious will. 
Ever bringing good from ill; 
Anthems be to Thee address'd. 
Goo in Man made manifest. 

" Sun and moon shall darkened be. 
Stars shall fall, the heavens shall flee, 
Christ will then like lightning shine. 
All will see His glorious sign; 
All will then the trumpet hear, 
All will see the Judge appear ; 
Thou by all wilt be confess'd, 
God in Man made manifest. 

*' Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 
Mirrored in Thy Holy Word, 
May we imitate Thee now. 
And be pure, as pure art Thou ; 

^ Each succeeding Sunday daring Epiphany shows another shining 
forth of the glory of God manifest in Christ. 

Ist Sunday. His manifestatioA as a Child ia the Temple, and in 
His own home. 

2nd Sunday. In the Marriage Feast, m the house, to His Disciples. 

3rd Sunday. As the Healer of diseases, both of body and soul. 

4th Sunday. As Ruler of the universe, walking on the sea, and 
treading devils under His feet. Gospel and Collect. 

5th Sunday. God Manifest hi the Flesh, overruling good and evil 
in the Church and in the world. 

6th Sunday. His final Manifestation at His Second Coming as 
Judge and King ; at His future great and glorious Epiphany. 

II. U 
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That we like to Thee may be 

At Thy Great Epiphany, 

And may praise Thee, ever Blest, 

God in Man made manifest. Amen." 

The Holy Year, 23. 

The Pilgrims of Jesus to the New Jerusalem, 
** And there came wise men to Jerusalem," &c. — S. Matth. ii. 



<( 



O happy band of pilgrims, 
If onward ye will tread. 

With Jbsus as your Fellow, 
To Jesus as your Head ! 



** O happy, if ye labour 
As Jesus did for men ; 
O happy, if ye hunger 
As Jesus hungered then. 

"The Cross that Jesus carried, 
He carried as your due ; 
The crown that Jesus weareth. 
He weareth it for you. 



ft 



The fiaith by which ye see Him, 
The hope in which ye yearn. 

The love, that through all troubles, 
To Him alone will turn. 



" What are they, but vaunt-couriers. 
To lead you to His sight ; 
What are they, but the effulgence. 
Of uncreated light? 

'* The trials that beset you. 
The sorrows ye endure. 
The manifold temptations. 
That death alone can cure ; 

" What are they, but His jewels. 
Of bright celestial worth ? 
What are they, but the ladder, 
Set up to heaven on earth ? 



FEAST OF THE CONYEBSION OF S. PAUL. 291 

'* O, happy band of pilgrims. 
Look upward to the skies, 
When such a light affliction. 
Shall win you such a prise 1** 

S. Joseph of the Studium, Greek 
liymnSt Bt^ Neale, 

" Art thou veary^ itrt thpu sad?" 

Greek Hymns, J^. Neafe^, 

The Twelve Apostles, 

'* The tribes of Israel revered 
Twelve patriarchal names. 
When God called Moses at the bush, 
Forth from the burning flames. 

*' Twelve bright clear wells at £lim flowedj^ 
Beneath the pahn-tree shade,* 
Where, marching through the desert sand, 
They their encampment made. 

'* Twelve standards' stood ^oi^i^d the camp, 
And rpund the holy tent. 
And when they moved, the Church of Goix 
Forth on her journey went. 

" Twelve spies were sent by Moses forth, 
To search the promised land '^ 
Twelve stones at Joshua's word were raised* 
From parted Jordan's sand. 

" Twelve loaves of holy bread were placed 
Before the veiMd throne ; 
Twelve precious geu^s, of brilliant bue. 
In Aaron's breast-plate shone. 

*' Twelve oxen bear the molten sea. 
With outward-looking eyes ;' 
Type of the fount with which the Twelve« 
Would the whole world Baptize, 

1 Ezod. XT. 27. 

* Three standards on each side of the Tabernacle, 3 m 4sb 12. Num. 
ii. 2—31. 

' 1 Kings vii. 24, 25 ; 2 Chron. iv. 2. The laver or sea was 
wrought about with lilies— emblems of Christian purity. 
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** Twelve thrones are promised to the Twelf e. 
Who true to Christ remain.^ 
And will the tribes of Israel judge, 
When Christ shall come again. 

** What boots the name by which the world, 
The blest Apostles call, 
Their names are graven evermore, 
Upon the heavenly wall. 

'* The blessed saints receive from God 
A white and lucid stone. 
And a new name, which he who has 
Knows it, and he alone. 

" What matters it if to our name 
No page on earth be given ; 
If only. Lord, Thy blened Hand 
Inscribe our name in heaven ? 

<*To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Loud Hallelujahs sing ; 
May we serve here« and reign above 
With our £temal King.'' 

The Holy Year, (Wordsworth,) hymn 100, 
Feast of S, Bartholomew. 

Hymns for the Conversion of S. Paul^ Christian Year, 
Lyra Innocentium, and Ancient and Modem. 

'* Be thou Content." 

*' I have learned in whatever state I am therewith to be con- 
tent."— S. Paul. 

Lyra Oermanioih ^^h Sunday after- Ttvmity. 

Confidence. 

" I am persuaded,** &c. — S. Paul, Rom. viii. 

*' Through the love of God, my Saviour, 
All will be well. 
Free and changeless is Hm Favour, 
All, ail is well. 

^ Camp. Gospel tcday and S. Lake xzii. 28—30. S. Barthcdo- 
mew's Day. 
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Precious is the Blood that healed us^ 
Perfect is the grace that sealed us, 
Strong the Hand stretched out to shield us ; 
All must he well ! 

** Though we pass through tribulation^ 

All will be well ; 
Ours is such a full salvation. 

All, all is well ; 
Happy, still in God confiding, 
Fruitful, if in Christ abiding. 
Holy, through His Spirit's guiding. 

All must be well. 

" We expect a bright to-morrow ; 

All will be well ; 
Faith can sing through days of sorrow 

All, all is well ; 
On our Fathbr^b love relying, 
Jesus every need supplying, 
Or in living or in dying 

All must be well." 

Anon. Book of Common Praise. 



ReaUty. 

*' Lore thy God, and love Him only. 
And thy breast shall ne'er be lonely; 
In that one great Spirit meet 
All things mighty, grave, and sweet. 
Vainly strives the soul to mingle 
With a being of our kind ; 
Vainly hearts with hearts are twined, 
For the deepest still is single. 
An impalpable resistance 
Holds like natures at a distance. 
Mortal, love that Holy One, 
Or for ever dwell alone." 

A. Db Verb. 



Chorus of Angels, 

" Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise. 
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In all His words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all His ways. 

" O Loving Wisdom 6t our God, 
When all was sin and shame, 
A Second Adam in the fight, 
And to the rescue came. 

*' O wisest love, that flesh and blood 
Which did in Adam fail, 
Should strive afresh against the foe. 
Should strive and should prevail ; 

^' And that a higher gift than grace 
Should flesh and blood refine, 
God's Presence and His very Self, 
And Essence all Divine. 

*' O generous Love I that He Who smote 
In man for man the foe. 
The double agony in iban 
For man should Undergo ; 

^' And in the garden Secretly, 
And on the Cross on high. 
Should teach His brethren and inspire 
To sufier and to die !" 

J. H. Newman, Dream qf Qerontius, 



Paradise in a Jl)ream. 

i Cor. xii. 4, (S. Paul.) 

*' Once in a dream I saw the flowers 
That bud and bloom iu Paradise, 
More fair they are than waking eyes 
Have seen in all this World of ours ; 
And faint the perfume-bearing rose, 

And faint the lily on its steih) 
And faint the perfect violet 
Compared with them. 



« 



k 



I heard the songs of Paradise^ 
Each bird sat singing in its place 
A tender song, so full of grace 

It soared like incense to tVie «kies. 
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Each bird sat singing to his mate 

Soft cooing notes among the trees, 
The nightingale herself were cold 
To such as these. 

" I saw the fourfold riv«r €ow. 

And deep it was with golden sand. 
It flowed between a mossy land. 
With murmured music grave and low. 
It hath refreshment for all thirst, 

For fainting spirits strength and rest. 
Earth holds not such a draught as this 
Trom east to west. 

** The Tree of Life stood 4)udding there 
Abundant with its twelve-fold fruits ; 
Eternal sap sustains its roots. 
Its shadowing branches -fill the air. 
Its leaves are healing for the world, 

Its fruit the hungry world can feec|» 
'Sweeter than honey to the taste 
And bahn indeed. 



44 



■*C 



I. saw the gate called Beautiful 

And looked, but scarce could look within, 

I saw the golden streets begin 
And outskirts of the glassy pool. 
Oh harps ! oh crowns of plenteous, stars! 

Oh, green palm. branches, many-leaved 1 
Eye hath not seen, nor ear hath heard. 
Nor heart conceived. 

1 hope to see these things again. 

But not as once in dreams ^y night. 
To see them with my very sight. 
And touch, and handle, and attain, 
To have all heaven beneath my feet 

For narrow ways that once they trod. 
To have my part with all the saints 
-And with my God." 

€. ROSSH^TTI. 



296 rooTSTBPS or ths holt child. 



THE FEAST OP THE PRESENTATION IN THE 

TEMPLE ; 



COMMOKLT CALLED 



C|)e Vurififcation of t^e KUiitn 'Ftrgtn jflSUirp. 

TTie Mother offers her Son to the Eternal Father. The 
Eternal Son presents Himself to His Father, 

" Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." — 
Oar Blessed Lord. 

"The Lord Whom ye seek shall suddenly come to His 
temple." — Malaehi ; comp. Hagg. ii. 7 ; 2 S. Fet, \\w 14. 

'* Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, and acceptable 
unto God, for this is your reasonable service." — S. Paul; comp. 
1 S. Pet. ii. 4—10. 

This great Festival is of very ancient origin^ the 
very same Epistle and Gospel now in use being found 
for it in the Lectionary of S. Jerome, and the Collect 
in the Sacramentary of S. Gregory for the Purification 
of S. Mary the Virgin. S. Cyril of Alexandria and 
others of an equally early date mention it^ and there 
seems little doubt that it was the first festival instituted 
in memory of the Blessed Virgin. Its ancient and 
present name in the Eastern Church is " Hypapante of 
our Lord Jesus Christ/' that is the uTravj^ or wrot- 
TFavTYj, the meeting of our Lord with Simeon and Anna 
in the temple.^ It is said to have been observed on the 
14tb day of February until a.d. 542, but in the Comes 
or Leationary of S. Jerome it goes before S. Agatha's 
Day, which is on the 5th of February as now, and most 
likely it was observed on the later date only by those 
Christians who kept Christmas on the 6th of January. 

It was first appointed in memory of our Lord's 
Presentation in the Temple. In the Western Church 
the common name of this feast was Candlemas, from 

' The Greek word means ** to come or go to meet." 
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the custom of lighting up the churches more than 
usual in memory of Simeon^s prophecy on this day 
that the Holy Child Jesus was to be ^'a Light to 
lighten the Gentiles/' Alcuin, in a.d. 790, describes^ 
the ancient custom which gave rise to this name. 

S. Bernard gives an account of the practice as ob- 
served in his day, .(a.i>. 1153.) " We go in procession 
two and two, carrying candles in our hands, which are 
Nghted, not at a common fire, but at one blessed in 
the church by a bishop. They that go out first return 
last, and ii> the way we sing ^ Great is the Glory of the 
Lord.' We go two and two, for so the Saviour sent 
His disciples out. We carry lights, first, to signify 
how our lights should shine before men; secondly, this we 
do on this day especially in memory of the wise virgins 
(of whom this Blessed Virgin is chief) that went to 
meet their Lord with their lamps lit and burning. . • 
The procession itself is to teach us that we should not 
stand idle in the way of life^ but go from strength to 
strength, not looking back to that which is behind, but 
reaching forward to that which is before''^ i 

'^This day is placed forty days after Christmas, be- 
cause that was the interval commanded by the Law of • 
Moses between the day of birth and the day when the 
mother presented herself for re-admission into the con- 
gregation, and her infant son as an offering to the 
LoRD,3 as it is written in the Law of the Lord.'^ Lev. 
xii. ;* Exod. xxii. 29; Num. viii. 17; see Gospel. 

^ ** The whole multitude of the city collecting together ^evoutly 
celebrate the solemnity of the Mass, bearing a vast number of wax 
lights, and no one enters any public place in the city without a taper 
in his hand/' 

' See Annotated Prayer Book. 

' See Annotated Prayer Book. 

* " The book of Leviticus," says Wordsworth, " by the variety of 
the offerings presented for sin, i.e., the sin offering, the burnt offering, 
the meat offering, the drink offering, the peace offering, (Comp. Heb. 
ix. 12,) reveals the wonderful many-sidedness and inexhaustible rich- 
ness of the One Sacrifice offered by Cheist on the Cross, the Divine 
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This Feast is observed at the Universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge as one of the 'Scarlet Days. 

We will pass on now to consider the Services for 
the day. 

The Gospel records in full this great Event in the 
words of S. Luke, ^Kho alone of all the Evangelists gives 
ns'the accoiint of the Presentation, and he, the especial 
object of whose Gospel is to set forth our hoRD in His 
Priestly office;^ gives us the details of this Hisfir&t visit 
to the temple, when the "Holy Child Jesus'' presented 
Himself to the Eternal Father *' a live Oblation for us, 
that so the whole obedience of His Life might be ours/' 
'^ The submission of the Blessed Virgin to the<;erempny 
of Purification, of which she had no need, and of the 
Eternal Son to tliat of Presentation, was the fullest 
illustration of the humiliation of our Lord to the like- 
ness of sinful man/' The Blessed Virgin and S. Joseph 
must in this have been especially guided by the Holt 
Ghost, that thus the Divine Child might fulfil the 
whole law; now as afterwards at His Baptism, both for 
Himself and His Mother He says by these acts, ^'Suffer 
it to43e so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all 
righteousness." The offering of two turtle-doves or 
young pigeons bespoke lowliness and poverty; but, it 
has been said, there was a type of more than this here, 

light^and glory of which could not be' represented and prefigured, 
however dimly and faintly, except by a galaxy and constellation of 
types starred together and fixed by Groo-s own Handin the symbolical 
firmament of the Levitical Law. It is not too much to assert.that no 
one can^'hope to have a clear' view of the sinfulness of sin and of the 
true character of the Atonement and also of the Holy Euciharist 
except by a diligent study of Leviticus. Its especial dogmatic and 
theological value is unspeakable. It has ever been received by the 
Hebrew nation as inspired : by Christ itimsdlf as an integral part 
of the Pentateuch. By its. marvellously minute details of legidation 
it reveals the true nature of sin.**' Wordsworth, Preface to Old 
Testament, Genesis and Exodus. 

^ This was the first Priestly act of the Great High Priest — offering 
the sacrifice of His Life — m the temple, as afterwards His death on 
tlie altar of the Cross. 



rSAST OF THE PRESENTATION. 299 

for " in the offering of one by fire, and in the eating of 
the other by the Priest or those who offered it^ was seen 
in figure Christ offering Himself for sin^ and also 
giving Himself as the spiritual food and sastenance of 
His people/' May it not also have been that as the 
Lamb of God here offered Himself to God there was 
no need for His mother to offer the lamb ? and the dove 
being the emblem of the Holt Spirit^ adds still further 
beauty and appropriateness to such an offering made 
for Him Who was " the Anointed of the Holy One/' 

The Gospel narrative proceeds to relate the welcome 
which the aged priest Simeon and Anna the prophetess 
gave to the Holy Family, discerning at once through 
the outer tokens of poverty and lowliness, their hidden 
God and Saviour. To-day is given to us that Divine 
song which the Catholic Church still chants daily for 
her last evensong to the Light of Lights. To-day is 
foretold by the same lips the story of the Cross which 
should end the life of this Little Child, and pierce as 
with a sword the broken heart of His adoring Mother. 
Again are joy and sorrow mingled, and the lesson 
taught that those who would be joined to the Crucified 
in weal or woe, nmst share His sufferings. Who shared 
ours so fully — that those who seek His glory and would 
share His joy must€rst be "baptized with His Bap- 
tism of Blood," must ^' drink of His cup,'^ and in 
some way or another hodily or spiritually pass through 
" much tribulation" before they enter the kingdom of 
Heaven. 

The Gospel ends by telling us how having '^per- 
formed all things according to the law they returned 
into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.^*^ 

^ See Advent Sunday, Part I., note. ** It was hideed a marvellous 
thing that the Root of Jesse of Beihlehem^Judah should flourish at 
Nazareth in Galilee. Nazareth was inscribed as His title on the 
Cross, and was applied in contempt to the followers of Christ, (Acts 
xxiv. 5,) who gloried in it, (Acts ii. 22; iii. 6; iv. 10; vi. 14; 
xzvi. 9.) Christ applies it to Himself in heaven, (Acts zxii. 8,) for 
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Thus close the great forty days of the Festival of 
the Incarnation, the first of those forty days three times 
commemorated during our Lord^s life on earth, (see 
below.i) Thus close the great series of events of the 
Incarnation which we have been- pondering. Thus 
does the Holy Spirit draw a vail for the next twelve 
years over the life of the Holy Child, when again He 
is shown to us, " about His Father's business/' again 
fulfilling the law by presenting Himself in the temple 
at the Feast of the Passover, manifesting forth His 
glory in His Father's House, teaching and being 
taught, and then withdrawing to the holy obedience 
and submission of the lowly home at Nazareth, to grow 
in grace and favour with 60 d and man, and to abide 
in peaceful holy stillness the time of His showing forth 
unto Israel, (com p. Gospel, and First Sunday after 
Epiphany.) 

The Epistle, by reminding us of the prophet's words 
of old, shows us who it was who in such humble guise 
vouchsafed to-day to visit His temple, and in it to 
submit Himself in full and perfect obedience to His 
Father's will. '^ Behold I will send My Messenger." 
Who is He? The Lord Whom ye seek — He shall 
suddenly come to His temple — even the Messenger^of 
the covenant Whom ye delight in. How does He come f 

it proclaimed Him as the Branch, and the Giver of eternal life to all 
who are grafted into Him the true Vine/* — ^Wordsworth, S. Matth. 
vii. Comp. the blessing of Jacob on Joseph, (Gen. xlix. 22* 23,) 
the type of Christ, ** Joseph is a fruitful bough :** comp. Deut. 
zxziii. 13 — 17. Comp. Jer. xxxiii. 15; xxiii. 5; Zech. iii. 8; 
vi. 12; Isa. xiv. 19; S. John xv. 5. ** The Vine ever clustering 
over the Well of Life.'' See how all names connected with Christ 
are full of meaning. See above, Bethlehem and Nazareth. 

^ The Ist, the forty days from His Birth when He presents Him- 
self in the earthly temple. 

The 2nd, the forty days after His Baptism before presenting Him- 
self for His ministry. 

The 3rd, the Great Forty Days after Easter before He went up to 
present Himself for ever before His Fathbr in heaven for as ; the 
Cbarch keeps all, at Christmas, Lent, Eastertide. 
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As the Lord the Judge, for '* He is as a refiner's fire 
and a fuller's soap/' to purge^ to burn, to search and 
cleanse His own. Compare His other visits to His 
temple afterwards: S. Mattfa. xxi. 12 — 16; S. Mark 
xi. 11 ; S. Luke xix. 45; S. John ii. 15; comp. Isaiah 
iv. 4; S. Matth. iii. 10 — 12; Isa. i.25; Zech.xiii. 9; 
2 S. Pet. ii. 5. This will be a purifying cleansing fire 
to His true children, — the sons of Levi, purging them 
like gold and silver, and that they may "ofier the Lord 
a pure offering,'' ficc. ; but to His enemies — those who 
'^ keep not His law and forget His commandments," 
" a swift witness," *^ an overwhelming fire," " coming 
near to judgment," against all who going on in their 
evil ways refuse to remember the second coming of the 
Lord, or to hear His voice calling them to com^ to 
Him for the purifying cleansing, ere it be too late, — 
who choose rather to listen to false teachers^ and pro- 
phets, who cry, ^^ Peace, peace, when there is no peace," 

^ What can be sadder or ^rnore .painful in 4hU way than too much of 
the favourite light literature of the present day ? — the whole interest 
of which is centred in some great crime, and which too often does not 
even in the end work its own punishment. 

This is especially illustrated by a book lately published, one of the 
chief characters of which is guilty of every deepest feeling ^f hatred^ 
&c., and, after having been foiled in an attempt at murder f commits 
suicide. There is no repentance, no hesitation, in the career of evil, 
no cry for mercy, — but the writer endsMiw.* <* The unquiet heart 
is at rest now^ &c. ; through that golden portal we call death liberty 
has come to her, &c., we are not forbidden to hope that with that 
Hberty poor C— - — has also found * the peace that passeth all under- 
standing/ ''(III) Comp. Rubric in Burial Service. 

Can one imagine anything more delusive, more dangerous, than 
such an idea, put into the h^nds of many doubtless to whom life is 
a burden, from care or troubles, poverty or trial of some sort ? or in- 
deed anything more profane than so to appropriate that blessing which 
is the best and brightest hope of the true and faithful Christian ? 
Surely in a Christian land it would seem as if there should be some 
way of preventing the spread of such poison I of such misuse of a talent 
that might and does so qften raise and elevate all that is true and 
beautifiil, to the subverting and undermining of all Christian and moral 
law, — and yet alas ! how many of the so-called *' sensational novels'' 
are now doing this I 
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who make light of sins of impurity^ deceit^ covetous- 
ness, and oppression^ and forgetting the awful words of 
the Judge Himself when He declares how these things 
will *^ shut out'' of the City of the Lamb^ and choosing 
rather a false peace to the Voice of the true Messenger, 
will dare even to think it a light thing for a soul laden 
with sin^ indulging every temptation of the devil, the 
worlds and the flesh, to bring itself thus unhumbled, 
unannealed, unrepentant, uncleansed, unabsolved, into 
the presence of the Almighty Judge ! Surely such a 
picture as this in this day's service of the Great Refiner 
visiting and cleansing His people's sins, loving and 
forgiving to those who bend beneath His cleansing, 
though piercing band,-*-r-but swift to witness against 
and destroy those who turn away from it to follow the 
ways of the destroyer, is not unneeded in these davs 
when the tide of the world sets so strongly against tne 
Church, and when the popular writings of the day 
make so very light of the grossest breaches of the laws 
of the Almighty Befiner, and would persuade ignorant 
hearts that He is too merciful after i^ll to punish sin as 
He has declared He will 1 How fatal such delusions must 
be to many souls, he only knows who can appear as 
^^ an angel of light'^ when it suits his ends best, $o to mar 
(as far as he can) the sacrifice and offering, the work and 
love of the Incarnation, and who tries to hide the aw- 
ful consequences of sin indulged and persisted in from 
his victims, and therefore cares not haw he makes them 
forget the awful declaration of the Incarnate Son, 
'^The time is at hand; he that is unjust let him be 
unjust still, and he that is filthy let him be filthy still/' 
(Rev. xxii. 11, 15, 19. Comp. Mai. iii. 5; Ezek. iii. 
27; Dan. xii. 10; 2 Tim. iii. 13.) Whilst upon the 
pure in heart and those ^' that do His commandments,^' 
He pronounces His irrevocable blessing, (Rev. xxii. 
14; Dan. xii. 12; IS. John iii. 23,) even the right to 
eat of the tree of life, and leave to enter into that 
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eternal city where there shall be no more curse, but 
'^ the throne of God and the Lamb shall be in it^ and 
His servants shall serve Him day and night/^ where 
those who have oifered their bodies and souls to Him 
as temples of the Holy Ghost, and have loved to see and 
seek Him faithfully in His temples here, shall no 
longer need the light of the moon (the Church) to 
shine on them in that city where " there is no Temple," 
(Rev. xxi. 22 ; S. John iv. 23^) " for the Loed God Al- 
mighty and the Lamb are the Temple of it, and the 
Lamb is the Light thereof." 

The Collect, (which is a very ancient one,^) whilst 
pouring out our thanksgiving to the Everliving God 
for this great event in the life of the Only- begotten 
Son, teaches us to pray for the cleansing and purity 
which the Lord, Who is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, will seek in us when He comes^ ^ that holiness 
without which no man can see God." The thoughts 
above, and the constant reminder of the ^^ evil which 
is in the world through sin^' which surrounds us on 
every side^ and troubles us within and without with 
unceasing and ever-returning strength^ will teach every 
true heart that longs to love the Lord aright to pray, 
often and earnestly, day by day, and hour by hour, 
that by the grace of and union with our Incarnate 
Lord, we may be presented unto our Father in Hea- 
ven with pure and clean hearts^ until one day cleansed 
and purified by the Lord our Righteousness, we see 
Him in His glorious temple, and are presented before the 
Father " blameless at the coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ." With Collect compare these references, Ps. 
cii. 24—27 ; Hag. ii. 7—9 ; S. Luke ii. 22—39 ; Gal. 
iv. 4; S. Matth. v. 8; Ps. xxiv. 3, 4j Rev. i. 3, 6; 
1 S. John iii. 1, &c. ; Heb. ix. 11, &c. ; Rom. vi. 19, 

' From the Sacramentary of S. Gregory , — both to-day and on the 
Annunciation we retain the original Collect with the rest of the 
Church Catholic. ^ 
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&c. ; Gal. V. 10, &c.; Ephes. iv. 17; Rom. xii. 1, fee; 
Ephes. V. 1—16, 26, 27; iii. 19— 21. 

We pass OD now to consider in a few words the 
lessons we may learn from this Festival/ and the teach- 
ing and example of the Saints who are to-day gathered 
around the Holy Ohild Jesus. 

Consider how the Holy Ohild is welcomed to His 
Fatheb^s House by the aged Priest who has been 
waiting to see this salvation, he longing, hoping, pray- 
ing, watching for it. And now by faith, through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, he at once discerns the 
Incarnate God in that little Child, the long expected 
Hope of Israel, the Light of the Gentiles. In the ful- 
ness of Joy at this wondrous meeting he pours out his 
glad thankfulness in that beautiful song^ which is en- 
deared to our hearts from our earliest years, and which 
unceasingly arises before the throne of 6o9 somewhere 
in Christendom. 

^ Nunc Dimittia, ** This Song of Simeon Is another Canticle in 
praise of the manifestation of the Incarnate Word. It lias been used 
at compline or vespers throughout -the Church from the earliest ages, 
being mentioned in the Apostolical Constitutions, (written in the early 
part of the fifth century at the latest,) as an evening canticle. The 
Nunc Dimittis is so singularly 'fitted for evensong as to seem as if 
written for the purpose. As the morning Grospels reveal to us the 
Dayspring from on high visiting us, the Epistles of the evening lessons 
reveal the light of Christ's glory enlightening the Gentile as well as 
the Jewish world, in our old evening services were touching refer- 
ences to death and the rest of the departed, and immediately after 
Nunc Dimittis used to be sung, in Passion and Holy Weeks, * Media 
vita in morte sumus,' now used only in our Burial Service. This 
close connection between the Song of Simeon and the Lord's Passion 
arises out of the occasion on which it was first uttered, the Presenta- 
tion, v^hich was in fact a sacrifice, and of the words of Simeon which 
immediately followed, ' Behold this Child is set,' &c., (S. Luke li. 
34, 35,) which cannot fail to remind us of our Lord's own departing 
words, * Father, into Thy Hands I commend My Spirit.' This 
calm repose of faith on Goo, looking for present rest on the Bosom 
of Jesus, and a future rest in His Paradisal Presence, has ever been 
the tone of evening service in the Church." — Annotated Prayer Book. 
Is not this the reason why evensong seems to be so precious a service, 

aad why we seem to lose so much when we lose it and with it those 

two divine Bonga — Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis ? 



FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION. 305 

" In that little Child he sees God^s Salvation, sees 
the Promised Seed of the woman; sees the Lord^s 
Christ, the Light of Israel, and the Hope of man. 
The Holy Ghost had witnessed in him of Christ; 
had brought him to Christ, and now opened his lips 
to sing of Christ in His temple/' 

^'The aged saint takes the Babe in his arms, and 
pours forth his whole soul in thankful praise, 

'^ It has been well and beautifully said of this scene, 
— ^ The death that glorifies God has a song on the lips, 
Christ in the heart, and Heaven in the eye/ May 
such an end be ours/' 

Whilst the Holy Mary and S. Joseph were thus 
marvelling at the words spoken by the old man con- 
cerning Jesus, and with a solemn blessing first pro- 
nounced on those privileged to hold so near a place on 
earth to the Saviour of mankind, he next speaks these 
words to His Mother only,^ ^^ Behold this Child is 5e//' 
&c. '^ He is placed or laid as a planted rock, with a 
twofold result and purpose,— the fall of some, the 
rising of others/' Comp. Isa. viii. and xxviii. ; Rom. 
ix. ; 1 S. Pet. ii. 

God places this Child in Zion as a precious Corner- 
stone, a Sure Foundation ; whosoever will may build on 
this Rock the house of his habitation, safe from the 
storms of time and the devastations of age; ^^but 
if men will not thus use Him, then they will find 
^ Him a stone of stumbling, a rock of offence; He 
will be like an obstructing rock in their path; but 
the rock will not be removed because men are per- 
verse enough to stumble over Him/' Comp. our 

* 8, Joseph is not addressed by Simeon in this prophecy, because, 
long ere its fulfilipent, he would be at rest. We hear no more of him 
after the feast of the Passover when the Holy Child was twelve years 
of age. Had he been alive at the time of the Crucifixion our Lord 
would not have needed to commend His Mother to the care of His 
beloved disciple. 

II. X 
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Lord's own words^ ''This is the stone which the 
builders rejected,''^ 

Then follows the «olemn prophecy to the Blessed 
Virgin^ only, of the- triMatior^ that was^o be her por- 
tion hereafter when standing alone ' (her holy husband 
gone before) at the foot of the Cross ; the sword shall 
pierce her through and through-; comp. S/John xix. 25. 
For this is He of whom it is written, and even now 
partly fulfilled, '^ He shall come suddenly to •His tem- 
ple, and shall sit^ as a vefiner and purifier of silver ; 
who may abide the day of His -coming V whea His 
Blessed Mother herself shall scarce have faith to stand 
that fiery •trial — nay, ivitheut Htm would utterly have 
fainted ; compare His words of comfort to her from the 

^ Seelsa. SExviii. 16; Ps. cxTlii.22; Acts W. 1 1 ; Rom. ix. 32 ; 
IS. Pct.ii. 7, »; iii. 19—22. 

3 'Very few are the times when 'Holy Scriptore meatioiis th&Blessed 
Virghi. It is as if it threw arovnd her a vail of calm silence, *' to hide 
her secretly in His tibernacle from the strife of tongues.'" After the 
Ascension we are told nothing of her except of her silent abiding with 
the Apostles the descent of the Holy Ghost, after which she is 
hidden from our gaze in the holy home of the Divine S.John, where 
doubtlessp her work ended, she awaited in holy joy and hope her 
summons to the Everlasting Arms of her Eternal Son and S^tviour. 
Very beautiful is the title ^ given to the day on which the Eastern 
Church commemorates her departure hence to be with Christ, i.e.» 
** The PaUing Asleep of the Blessed Virgin," for what would the end 
of such a' life as hers be but ar joyful falling asleep\' 

* The word ** tribulation" means affliction aiid«ngaish: ; bmt how and 
why ? It is derived from -the Latin tribulum, a threshing instrument 
or roller used by the Romans to separate their wheat from the chaff, 
the corn from 'the busks; this 'was its first meaning. "Some Latin 
writer in the Christian Church hence appropriated At to mean trials, 
sorrow, afflictions, &c., as being the appointed means for separating 
in men what in them was light and poor from the good and true, 
their chaff from the wheat, -and hence he called these sorrows, trials, 
&c., tribulationt, that is, threshings of the inner man to make him 
fit for the heavenly gamer. 

* When gold or silver is being refined the refiner sits by and watches 
it until he sees the image of his face reflected on the surface of the 
metal ; then, and not till then, he knows it is fit for use. Even so 
does the Great Refiner wait till His image is reflected in the purified 
soul. What an idea of His Patience with us does this sitting and 

watching give I (2 Cor. iii. 18.) 
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Cross^^ when the iron had entered into her soul. Even 
on her^ pure and holy as she was^ must the purifying 
fire of cleansing love work its utmost^ until the glorious 
Image of the Divine Refiner was fully and clearly re- 
flected. How then shall any other of His true servants 
seek any other entrance to the heavenly city but by the 
way of the Cross — the way not only of '^ every son and 
saint of God along the sacred line/' but of the Incar- 
nate Himself who deigned to submit to the full to the 
purifying Hand which taught Him '^obedience by the 
things which He suffered/^ and in the *' press of oil"^ ^^ 
Gethsemane underwent the final bruising for our sins, 
which so crushed Him to the earth. 

Such is the welcome given to Christ by the aged 
priest. We are not told how he recognised Christ ; if 
he had '^ known the Royally- descended pair^ or heard of 
the circumstances of His birth, of Elizabeth and the 
Baptist, or of the shepherds and the Magi, such lesser 
matters are all lost in the greater, that the Holy Ghost 
was with him. Thus was there no place without a wit- 
ness. The star amongst the Gentiles, prophecies among 
the Scribes, the angels^ song in the fields ; in the king's 
court the wise men adducing the star, and the priests 
the prophecy ; amongst the humble worshippers of the 
temple Simeon and Anna. As this holy man in 
type, so did the righteousness of the law, which appeared 
now old and ready to fail, receive Christ in its 
arms /' thus, at last, does the Jewish Church acknow- 
ledge its Lord and His promised salvation to the Gen- 
tiles, when its aged priest rejoices that He is come to 
be a '' Light to lighten the Gentiles,'^ &c. " Now is the 
Psalm fulfilled, 'Let Thy priests be clothed with 
righteousness / for this was the Priest after the order 
of Melchisedek, the ' King of Righteousness;' 'and let 

> S. John xix. 25—27. 

* See " Footprints of the Lord/' the holy night. Note on 
'* Gethsemane." 
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Thy saints sing with joyfulness/ ' Let Thy servant de- 
part in peace.' The Israel after the law is ready to 
depart because he had found the true Joseph"^ — " the 
Shepherd which was the stone of Israel/' Gen. xlix. 24 ; 
xlv. 11; Isa. xxviii. 16; Ps. Ixxx. 1, "Let him who 
wishes to depart/' says S. Ambrose, "come into the 
temple, let him come to Jerusalem, let him wait for 
the Lord's Christ, let him take in his hand the 
Word of God, embracing Him by the eyes of faith." 

Observe how S. Luke calls our especial notice to the 
state of mind of the Holy Mother and S. Joseph; how 
there is always around and within them the same holy 
stillness and silent adoration. " And Joseph and His 
Mother wondered at those things which were spoken con- 
cerning Him." " Yet," says Williams, " how could they 
so have marvelled if they could have fully comprehended 
the Mystery declared to them of which they are made 
the believing, wondering, willing, and adoring instru- 
ments, of ^ Immanuel, or God with us, or Jesus Sa- 
viour.' Nothing is so incomprehensible and wonder- 
ful to our contemplation as the state of mind of Joseph 
and the Blessed Virgin. We try in vain to realize the 
condition of persons so situated, to whom such a reve- 
lation was made — but it seems throughout that their 
minds cannot rise to the fulness of th^t exalted privi- 
lege to comprehend the Godhead in the mysterious In- 
fant." And yet with divine things has it not always 
been so — " to the Israelites of old, to the disciples after ? 
Concerning our Lord's Divinity they seem to have 
been left to search it out by degrees. The rays of God- 
head and of glory that broke fortli filled them with 
wonder and adoration, whilst though knowing, they 
knew not what they knew/' and were ever soaring 
higher and higher to the heights of divine knowledge. 
So with us, though we have the full revelation, the 
^Jorious light of the everlasting Gospel, known long 

' See Williams' ** Nativity," pp. 145—147. 
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ago, believed, embraced, loved, yet still do we not ever 
and anon as we gaze on the Mysteries of the Incarnate 
in His childhood, manhood, birth, life, teaching, miracles, 
and death, His suffering, toilsome, illuminated, risen, 
or glorified life, marvel and wonder at some new things 
some new ray escaping from the imprisoned glory hid- 
den in the Incarnate Deity — " gaining new eyes to see 
what we have seen before, have before confessed, and 
yet knew not ?^^ Has it not been so noWy as we have 
traced step by step the Events of the Sacred Nativity, 
Circumcision, and Epiphany of the Holy Child, as the 
Church has unfolded them to us ; and do we not feel 
that all unworthy and poorly as we have tried to gather 
up the fragments, and to string the pearls together — 
our baskets have been more than filled, the chain be- 
comes an everlasting chain — and we can but follow the 
example of the Blessed Virgin Mother, and silently 
ponder these things in our heart, and know that until 
we learn from Himself the unravelling of the mysteries 
of the glorious Gospel in the Face of Jesus Christ, we 
shall never be able to comprehend in any degree, with 
our finite minds and hearts, the *' length and breadth, 
and depth, and height,^^ of the infinite love of God in 
Christ, which passeth understanding F 

*'A\\ silent knelt the mother blest. 
Of the yet silent Word, 
And pondering all things in her breast, 
With speechless praise adored." 

Even so let us follow her example, and seek the 
Eternal Blessing which her meek quiet faith thus sought 
and found. 

But the goodly company of witnesses is not yet com- 
plete, the holy widow and prophetess Anna is to join 
the holy throng, and mingle her thanksgiving and wor- 
ship of the Holy Child with that of His parents and 
the aged Simeon. " And there was Anna a prophetess, 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser,'' &c. ; " and 
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she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise nnto 
the Lord/' See., (Grospel.) A very pattern of a widow 
indeed, according to S. PaoFs description, 1 Tim. v. 5 ; 
'^ who continaeth in supplications and prayers day 
and night '/' for, says the Holy Evangelist, ^ she de- 
parted not from the temple, but served 6od with 
prayer and fasting day and night/' a type of those 
who serve €rOD day and night in His temple,. (Rev. vii. 
15.) ^'A widow, a prophetess, one who worshipped 
day and night ; of the tribe of Asher/' on whom Moses 
had pronounced that remarkable prophetic benediction, 
^^ Let Asher be blessed with children, let him be accept- 
able to his brethren, let him dip hi9 footin oiV* ^ob 
xxix. 6.) " Thy shoes shall be iron and brass, and as thy 
days so shall thy strength be f the eternal God is thy 
Refuge, and underneath thee are the Everlasting Arms/' 
Surely all this was true of this holy prophetess waiting 
in her loneliness and desolation to see the ** salvation 
of her 6oD,'' and to her indeed had the ''heavens 
dropped down dew," see Deut. xxxiii. 24 — 29. " Thus," 
as S. Ambrose observes, '' Simeon prophesied, a virgin 
hath prophesied, the married woman hath prophesied," 
(8. Luke i.,) '' a widow also must prophesy, that so no 
profession and no sex may be wanting/' to minister 
glory, honour,, and worship around the Incarnate God, 
the " Holy Child Jesus." This seems to be the sole 
object of the mention of her, for nothing more is said 
after, except that the Evangelist adds — '' And she spake 
of Him to all who looked for redemption in Jerusalem," 
spreading the glad news as the shepherds, but only to 
those whom she knew were longing and looking for it, and 
would receive it with joy. '' And A^«/' says Williams, 
'' as at all times in His house of prayer when worship is 
the object of their coming, few are they who worship." 
This leads us on to the thought of the daily opportu- 
nities which the Church offers to all who are not reason^ 
aify hindered, of presenting themselves in God's house 
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for daily tbanksgivmg for the IncarnatioD^ for the true 
object of the Churches worship is still the adoration of 
the Holy Child, of the Eternal Goo-Man^ Whose Incar- 
nation is the source and continual strength of all our 
blessings and graces. It will be well for us a// to re- 
member the words of a holy man years ago. Speaking 
on this subject he says: ^^Why should Simeon and 
Anna be thrust from the gate called Beautiful^ because 
others see no comeliness in it that they should desire 
it V This is partly why the Church provides that there 
should be the daily offering of praise and thanksgivings, 
morning and evenings and partly because, whether few 
or many obe]^ her call^ it is her ^'bounden duty and 
service^' thus to ofier before her God her daily act of 
adoration; "for/' says the same writer, ''the daily 
worship of' God ta ptAblic is a visible act of homage due 
to Him as the Creator and Preserver of the World, as 
the Redeemer and Sanctifier of. the Church. It is a 
solemn approach and address, to the Majesty Un- 
seen* The Seraphim veil their faces before Him on 
high; the Cherubim adore in the glory of His Pre- 
sence 'y archangels and angels cry aloud, the heavens 
and all the powers therein> night and day^. worship- the 
LoRD< of Hosts I the Holy Church throughout all the 
world evercaore, in Matins and Evensong, doth acknow- 
ledge and confess the living and- true God [ It is a 
visible creed, uttered in symbol, set forth in oblations, 
chants, and bended knees. It is the new-born life 
reaching out its hands^unto the Great Father, — deep 
calling unto deep^; the one Baptism calling upon the 
regeneration* of ali. things; the New Creature of God 
manifesting Itself to the eye of flesh in the midst of 
this wrongful and turbulent world. This is the mean- 
ing which angjsls read in the daily worship of the 
Church on earth. Let us read no less. Whether it be 
profitable or no to pay God His due homage, if any 
doubt now he shall know in the morning of the resur- 
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rection. It is plain then that tbongh there be never so 
few in His house^ this homage is both due and accept* 
able in His sight. He has been beforehand with these 
objections — * Where two or three/ &c., ^ there am I in 
the midst of them,^ To every, the smallest, gathering 
of His One Church He has pledged His Presence. And 
their homage is no less acceptable than the worship of 
the heavenly companies ' which no man can number/ 
whose songs are as ' the voice of many waters/ To object 
on the score of the small ness of the congregation, is a 
direct slight of our Lord^s promise^ and an unintended 
confession that men have forgotten the whole theory of 
worship, which is homage paid to the unseen God 1"^ 

Besides this daily offering of ourselves before and to 
God in His house, which to numbers would be impossi- 
ble, there is the weekly presentation required of and 
possible to all, on the first day of the week, to keep the 
day of rest and light, in the worship of God ; and to 
those that love the Lord, and long to love Him more 
and more, to " go on from strength to strength, until 
every one of them appeareth in Zion,'^ there is closer and 
holier presentation of themselves, '' their bodies, souls^ 
and spirits to be a reasonable and lively sacrifice'' unto 
God their Father, at the altar and in the nearest 
earthly Presence of the Incarnate Lord, Who there 
vouchsafes to dwell with us and we in Him. 

This constant and earnest seeking of Christ in His 
bouse and sacred means of grace, will lead on to the 
continual offering of ourselves there, pledged and 
dedicated to His use and service in outward works 
of love and mercy to all around us. In one of our 
Collects we pray to be "continually given to good 
works" — *' are we willing, with full purpose of heart, 
to offer this prayer? Are we willing it should be 
answered ? Continually given, not by mere impulse 

' See ManniQg*8 Sermond, ** The Daily Service a Law of God*s 
Kingdom/' 
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of feelings not by mere restless activity of natural 
energy, not by the desire to patronize^ to be the doer of 
good^ the benefactor/ not by any or all of these^ but by 
^a calm, unswerving^ untiring, patient continuance in 
well-doing, must we preserve this continuous walk in 
the steps of Him ^ Who went about doing good.' 
Given to good works^ prone to them, tending to them 
as the habitual object of one's daily life — disposed to 
help as best we can — not patronizing from afar, but 
giving ourselves, our time, our love, our personal care, 
our personal interest, our personal sympathy — giving 
oup feelings to be torn by the sufferings of others, our 
thoughts to labour for the perplexed by the difficulties 
of others, our hearts to be bowed for the sins of others, 
our lips to intercede for others, our intellect to meet and 
enlighten the ignorance of others, our bodies to be weary 
in the service of others ; these things require a con- 
tinual sacrifice of self, and perseverance in such a course 
can be produced by no lower motive than the constrain- 
ing love of Christ, ^Who loved us and gave Himself 
for us.* 

'^ In every position in which a Christian can be placed 
there is some work to be done for Christ that is good 
work ; a carrying out of the purpose of His Incarna- 
tion and love for man, a reproduction in each of His 
servants of that walk through life, in which He scat- 
tered healing and comfort, teaching, help, blessing, and 
love at every step.'*^ So may He help us each one in 
our separate sphere to follow His blessed steps, and like 
Him to present our bodies, souls and spirits, a living 
sacrifice unto Him, and His service and glory. 

Lastly, whilst offering the outer service it is very 
needful to remember the warning that was given, not 
long ago, by a holy priest of our own Church, how all out- 
ward service is useless without the inward self-sacrifice 

* Monthly Packet, vol. xxvi. p. 233, ** Meditations on the Collects, 
17th Sunday after Trinity." 
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and offering up of the will ::"Ib schemes of beneyolence 
or the busiest pursuit of works of charity self may stand 
out prominently from our efforts— even from* a^ life <^£fi/ 
in such aims. The charitable design or absorbing in- 
terest of benevolent energy may even feed the self which 
they envelope. This is why 600 marked out the- kinds 
of sacrifice He required^ and so earnestly enforced their 
being without blemish and without spot. When^ there- 
fore, the besetting sin is not- spared, when the searching 
Hand of the great Refiner is suffered to touch 'it to the 
very quick, whea.the religious design is carried on with 
equal ardour, though some weakness has been wounded^ 
when we are asMnxious as ever for success^, though no 
selfish wish is pleased and another win the praise of the 
work; whemwe are content- to leave one place and go 
to another at the Great Master's call, to begin all fresh 
— then indeed a living sacrifice is being laid on the 
altar, and all. its parts consumed in the flame^ which, 
descending from heaven^ transforms into its own^glocy 
the poor earthly elements^and God is well pleased with 
the sweet savour.'^* 

Lastly,. \ti us gather up^ shortly, some thoughta of 
comfort and help to speed us on ouc way, which we 
learn from to-day^s services, and our meditations oi» the 
Inearnation,. which are brought to a close to-day by. the 
great act of our Lord's- Presentation, of Himself, a 
Living Sacrifice to His Father, and the means He 
takes to purify His members and children to-follow His 
steps and share His sacrifice, when He speaks of Him- 
self as the Refiner and Purifier of His people :. we might 
well shrink from such a vision were it not that we know 
that He who thus tries and purifies His servants has 
gone through the same fiery furnace Himself and is 
able to help all who come to Him and would strive^ 
even ^' through much tribulation/' to er>ter the king- 
dom of heaven. Do we not all know by actual ex- 

' See "Life of Sacrifice," Rev. T. T. Carter, Lent, 1864. 
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perience bow in some bitter triaV, seme sifting of our 
own Dofcore^ which seemed tqo hard to bear^ when all 
else failed us^when we have seemed to stand alone in 
our trouble^ if we have sought Him> we have found at 
ktsP help and strength, peace^ love^ sympathy^ and com- 
fort ? Has He ever failed us when we failed not Him ? 
Has He ever turned from us when we have turned to 
Him P Have not the Everlasting Arms always helped 
as at last ; " the dews of heaven from above^^ poured 
down healing and oomfort^ when we have once yielded 
our wills to Him and sought His help and love? 
Surely every true heart must answer, " Yes»^' 

''The love of Jbbus, what it is, 

None but His loved oaes kaow.'^ 

^' Each and every yearning of the heart for sympathy 
both intellectual and spiritual finds its satisfaction in 
the Incarnation* of Jesus/^^ Qur last thoughts on 
this most comforting and blessed view of the Incarna- 
tion shall be in the words of a living writer :r— " The 
example of Christ is but the manifestation to us of 
what a created life ought to be if it fVdfitled its true 
end, i.e. a being consecrated to God for ever. Acceptance 
of God's will alone can remedy the past, as the will of 
God alone can strengthen- us as we meet all the conse- 
quences of what we have brought on ourselves meekly, 
and in proportion as we yield ourselves up will be the 
blessing received. The joy streaming tbrougL us as 
we do God's will^ will make us at liist indiff^ent to all 
outward circumstances, be it joy or sorrow, health, or 
sickness, pain or ease, riches or poverty, few friends 

' '* This indeed is one of the most stapesdous results- of the Inear- 
nation, though perhaps too seldom faced in thought, i.e. that our 
Lord's sacr^ Heart is so to speak really accessihle at once to all 
who need its inexhaustible eompassioi^: He cavea for-eaeA, not only 
as Goo but as matit with a special, personal, human tenderness^ to 
which His Godhead giyes a marvellous capacity of extension." Comp. 
Uoly Innocents' Day. 

s Rev. H. P. Liddon. 



316 FOOTSTEPS OP THE HOLY CHILD. 

or many, being lonely and isolated^ disappointed^ or as 
we say misunderstood ; heed it not. There is One with 
U8 in joy or sorrow — one Who as the {Jnchangeable 
cannot change, will never leave us nor forsake. He 
can never misunderstand Who knows every thought 
of our hearts ; He can never leave us for one moment 
Who knows so well that we cannot exist without Him. 
He must be ever near us, in us by His Holy Spirit, 
and the indwelling of the Sacraments in which He 
comes, to be ever with us. His own everlasting impe- 
rishable Life keeps us alive in the very midst of our 
pain to save us from sinking under. So however much 
of a trying or depressing nature there may be in our 
outward circumstances, it but draws us nearer and closer 
to Him Who is indeed a Rest, folds us closer in His 
arms Who is indeed a Joy in every sorrow, a Help in 
every Heed, a Guide in every difficulty, a Strength in 
all weakness, a Shelter in every storm, as well as our 
Eternal Haven and Home.''^ Amen. Amen. 

Consider these references: 1 Sam. i. 24; Job xiii. ^ 
14; Ps. xlviii. 1, 9; Isa. viii. 17; Ix. 1; Haggaiii. 7; 
Ecclus. XXXV. 6. 

Consider the Holy Child Jesus — 

I. As the Temple and Chief Corner- Stone.' 

II. As the Place of our Sanctuary, and a glorious 
High Throne. Jer. xvii. 12. 

In Him I have access to the Father. 

1. To enjoy Communion with Him. 

2. To behold His Glory through the rent veil. 

3. To be transfigured to the same Image. 

4. To lay myself, body, soul, and spirit, riches, affec- 
tions, desires, strivings, all at the foot of His Mercy- 
seat. 

' Rev. R. M. B. 
^ " Foofprints of the Loud," Monday in Holy We«k. 
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In Him I have a Refuge. 

1. A sure Refuge, for His Throne is high. 

2. An Everlasting Refuge, for He changeth not. 

3. A Refuge no enemy can invade, for the sanctuary 
is also a Throne. 

A Refuge — 

4. From sin. 

5. From Satan. 

6. From self. 

7. In conflict. 

8. In danger, in difficulty, in doubt. 

9. In weariness, (and loneliness.) 

Jesus is the source of all holiness, for without Him I 
can have — 

1. No holy desire. 

2. No holy aflfections. 

3. No holy practice. 

4. At His Mercy-seat I must seek and get all. 

III. As our rest — 

" Return then to thy rest, my soul.*^ Whither f 
where is rest to be found ? In Jesus only. 

1. His Bosom is its Source. 

2. His Wounds its Channel. 

3. His Spirit its gentle Stream. 
Return, my soul — 

1. For thou hast wandered. 
Return, my soul — 

2. For He bids thee, saying, " Come !'*' 
" Lord Jesus, I come, I come !^* 

III. Consider the great act of Christian worship, 
— the only one peculiar to Christians^ — ordained by 
Christ Himself, i.e. the offering of the Holy Eucha- 
rist, the Holy Communion, wherein Christ deigns to 
dwell in us as in Temples, when we present ourselves 
continually before God, as our bounden duty and ser- 

1 Rey. 6. Wagner. 
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riee — jointog oaneUe% to the oblation made there of 
the one Great Saerifiee^f tie Cm$$ cmee offered. See 
Collect after Commootoa : '^ Here we offer and present 
our$elve$f oar touU and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, 
and lively Mocnfice unto Thee/'&c. 

CooiiJer hofr/r^jru€ii//y we sboald rededieate onrseWes 
at His altar to the service of our Lord, — how will- 
ingly seek HiS'Strengtb and Help there, — hownnwill- 
inglv stay away, — and then only from reverence aad 
godly fear, lest we proiane so great a mystery by eon* 
ing anwortbilv. 

Consider tne advice of a holy man in old dayat — 
** When any lawAil hindrance doth happen, he • (the 
disciple) will always have a good will and pions inten- 
tion to commanicate, and so shall not lose the fmit of 
the Sacrament, for he communicateth mystically, and 
is invisibly refreshed as often as he devoatly calleth ^ 
mind thensystery of « the Incarnation and the Passion 
of Christ, and is inflamed with the Love of Him/' 
Thomas & Kempis. Coo^p. Rubric after Communion 
of the Sick. 

Lastly. '* Blessed is he who offereth ^p himself as a 
whole burnt-offering to the Lord as often as he doth 
receive the Holy Communion/' Thomas it Kempis. 

Then do we imitate our Lord's exan\ple, and offer 
ourselves up to do His holy will and pleasure j this is 
our sacrifice of ourselves ever offered best in union with 
the Sacrifice^ of the dross, perpetually commemorated 
in the Holy Eucharist. 

Consider the Holy Child Jesus as — 
" A Refiner's Fire." Mai. iii. 2. 
<'A Fuller's Soap." Mai. iii. 2. 
''The Light of the day when the sun ariseth; a 
morning without clouds." 2 Sam. xxiii. 4. 

* Siorlfloei^to make or render stored, to offer up, — so is Christ 
o/ybred tn the Holy Communion under Sacramental veils, and ** verilj 
indeed tekso and received by the faithM in the Lord's Supper." 



r 
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''The Tender Orass by clear shining after rain." 
2 Sam. xxiii.-4. 

" A Tender 'Plant/' (to God.) Isa. liii. 2. 

^' A Root out of a dry ground/' (to man*) Isa. liii. 2. 

''' Rain en the mown grass.'' Ps. Ixxii. 6. 

"Showers that water- the earth." 'Ps. Ixxii. 6. 

'^Rivers of water in a dry place." Isa. xxxii. 2. 

** The Shadow of a Great Roek in a weary land." 
Isa. xxxii. 2 ; xxv. 4. 

"A Hiding Place from the wind." Isa. xxxri, 2. 

'''Ointment poured forth." Cant. i. 3. 

" 'Fairer^ than the children' of men." Ps. xlv. 2. 

'' A glorious High Throne from the beginning is the 
place of our sanctuary." Jer. xvii. 12. 

"For a glorious Throne to His Father's house." 
Isa. iKxii. its. 

" A Crown of Glory." Isa.xxviii.^. 

" A -Stone of Grace/' (margin*) Prov. xvii.-S. 

" A Nail fastened in a sure place." Isa. xxii. 23^ 24>. 

" A Brother, born for adversity." Prov.icvii. 17. 

" A Friend that sticketh closer than a brother." 
Prov, xviii. 24. 

''A Friend that loveth at all times." Prov. xvii, 17, 

" His Countenance is as the Sun." Rev. i. 16. 

'^ His Countenance is as Lebanon." Cant. v. 15. 

" Yea He is altogether lovely." Cant. v. 16. 

" This is my Beloved, my Friend.'** Cant. v. 16. 

*' The Alpha and Omega.^' 

Lessons. 

1. Great love and thankfulness to God for the great 
gift of His love in the Incarnation of His Son our Lord. 

2. The doing of our Father's will was the work of 
Jesus on earth — the continual employment of angels 

^ For these and other tables of references I am indebted to Hale's 
Concordances and Baxter's Bible, thoogh they are arranged differently 
here as suited the subjects in meditation. 
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and saints. It is the daily petition of each faithful 
soul. Let us care little then what place is ours, what 
work; what trials^ what difficulties, so only they are 
what God appoints. 

3. The thought of the Incarnation should surely 
teach us to trust the love of God — " having given us 
His only Son, will He not also freely give us all things ?" 
Let us go forth then with fresh trust in this Love, 
*^for/^ says a modern writer, "the love of God will 
cheer the heart though all other love fail and is want- 
ing : because all other love is lacking, because, it may 
be, those love us little who should love us most, mis- 
understand who should best understand, fail in sympa- 
thising who know our inmost trials best, misjudge who 
should judge us best; God^s love will cheer us and 
strengthen through all — for it is a love that cannot mis- 
understand, that can never fail, never judge hardly or 
hastily ; a love that though it knows and sees all, yet 
loves us with a love outpassing knowledge. So, there- 
fore, we must not seek to change our position, but try 
to use and hallow it just as, and where we are. The 
consciousness of this love within and around us must 
make us do what God gives us to do willingly and 
lovingly, so shall we find rest.^^^ 

Again, this love which God offers is " a love which 
can never change, never misunderstand, which waits for 
our love when our hearts are chilled, and deepens as 
they are sad or lonely. It is far more fond than any 
human love can be, is more watchful over us than the 
care of parent or husband, brother or sister — it is a 
real, earnest, living, intense, unfailing Love, to which we 
may and must give, not mere duty or reverence or 
gratitude, but the warm, eager, full, absorbing affec- 
tion, which is infinite as the craving of our hearts, and 
lasting as the blessedness of eternity .'^^ 

4. 1« not this love to God the lesson we learn from 

I R. M. B. 3 Mi«, semsili. 



FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION. 821 

the example of the saints, whose lives have been brought 
before us during our meditations on the Holy Incarna- 
tion ? Is it not what we are taught by the Blessed 
Virgin and S. Joseph ; by Zacharias and Elizabeth ; 
by the self-sacrifice of the great Baptist and S. Paul ; 
by the burning love of the Divine S. John; by the 
martyrdoms of the Blessed Stephen, the Holy Inno- 
cents, S. Andrew, and S. Thomas; by the self-sacri- 
fice and faith of the Kings of the East ; in the burning 
accents of the great Apostle of the Gentiles; by the 
examples of Abraham and the saints of the ancient 
Church ; by the patient waiting and glad departure of 
the Holy Simeon and Anna ? 

And is not our real home with these blessed Saints ? 
is not our true home the Church of God? ^^It is 
here we ouffht to feel how little the life of a member of 
Ghbist^s Church can ever be called lonely. One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, &c. We are come to the 
Church of the First-born,'' &c. "Without earthly 
friends or relations would they not in that life be ours 7 
Not each one for liimself, we travel towards eternity ; 
but together, — one though many, united though se- 
parate, ever living though ever dying with interests 
which began with creation, and cannot cease with 
time."^ 

Hear what a holy man, speaking of the Saints, says, 
showing how all may be of that blessed company. 

** The immense variety of ways in which saints are 
drawn to God is much to be noted, — climate, rank, 
date in this world's history, education, vocation, na- 
tional character, these have so much to do with it, and 
yet 80 little, ... for the same things that seem help- 
ing saints forward, are visibly keeping others back. 
There is plainly a secret spell .%it work, a spell on the 
world, on life, on sorrow, on darkness, on trial, and 
even on sin and death. It is working in the saints, 

1 Miss SewelL J 

11. T 
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strengtheniag itself in different souls by different cir- 
eumstaoces. But it is a spell, nothing else than a spell, 
a Divine spell, for it is none other than the Love of Je- 
sus which is the Life and Light of heaven. Heaven is 
heaven, because God is so Beautiful in the Light, and 
earth is the factory of the saints , because God is so 
beautiful in the darkness. 

'^ And we may be amongst the mints, be like them^ 
follow them, be with them ; our probation is -not yet 
over, our lot is not yet fixed for ever, and we are still 
in earth^s fair sunshine, and our hearts though weak 
and sinful are full of a little but most true love of God 
and of Jesus; and a whole world of God^s blessed love 
is resting on our single heart. And we, shall we doubt, 
-shall we faint, fear, tremble, turn back, grow cold or 
weary in the midst of the sunshine of this dear lovef"* 
^'0 my Father, my heavenly Father, weary, yet 
full of trust, worthless, but truly loving Thee, on earth 
still, and very far' from heaven ; my home and rest are 
still in Thy blessed love and fidelity. ^ In te Domine 
«peravi, non confundar in aternum.' Amen.^' 

As the Incarnation is the most stupendous proof of 
the love of the Father to us, so also it is the full assur- 
ance of the P^«ona/Love of the Only-begotten Son of 
the Father, Who Himself "came forth in the Incar- 
nation to bid each prodigal son welcome back to His 
Fathbr^s home of love.^^ (S. Luke xv. 11 — 32.) As 
" the Man Christ Jesus,^^ the perfect pattern Man, 
our dear Lord^s sympathy with us is complete, perfect, 
unceasing. To each one He is the Personal Loving 
Lord, Friend, Guide, Comforter, for we have not a 
High Priest Who cannot be touched " with a feeling for 
our infirmities,^' &c. (Heb. ii. 18; iii. 1; Isa. liii. 3; 
Heb. vii. 25 ; xii. 2 ; S. Luke xxii. 28.) Therefore He 
will surely help and comfort us in all time of our " tri- 

1 F. Faher^ ** Lo^e of the Creator." 
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bulation'^ if we will but trust His love and go on in 
His strength. 

Lastly. Let us remember that the intention of trials^ 
&c. is to ^^ purify us even as He is pure.^^ 

" The bruised spices sent out sweet odours^ so God 
sends us trials and discipline that we may cultivate 
sweet graces/' not to sour us; wisely then does the 
Church teach us to pray for His help to use aright the 
time, of our tribulation^ as well as the hour of wealth. 

It is more difficult to remember this in daily little 
fretting trials than in great ones^ which drive us 
straight to the Heart and Arms of Jesus^ as our only 
Refuge; but surely the example of His holy life, of 
submission and obedience in little things, should teach 
us this too. 

Let us go forth with new resolves that it shall be so, 
that we will look for Him in every event and act of our 
lives, strive to realize His Presence and watchful Love, 
and try to walk in His Blessed Steps, less far off tor the 
time to come. 

1. "The result," says a good Bishop of our own 
day, "of a slight borne for Christ is inward peace; of 
one borne (without Him) impatiently, irritation and 
disquiet. It is one thing to think little of ourselves, 
another to bear that others should think the same, 
but prayer will do much. 

2. " Meditation on our Blessed Lord's unappreciated 
hidden life at Nazareth, may help one to patience under 
slights, and misunderstandings, and trials.'' 

3. The thought of His Second Coming kept constantly 
in mind would enable us to take calmly everything 
that tries us, for to use the words of one to whom the 
writer is much indebted for many a word of help and 
hope in the narrow way, " This dream of life will soon be 
over, and then all the outside things which touch us so 
keenly here will only signify as used for the glory of God." 

Surely this should be the result of gazing so long oa 
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that Glorious Image which meets us on every page of 
the Holy Book ; and if our meditations on the Holy 
Incarnation make us more humble^ more patient^ more 
contented^ more earnest and self-sacrificing in oar 
Master^s work abroad and at home^ it will not have 
been in vain that we have tried^ though so unworthily, to 
trace the Footsteps of the Holy Child Jesus^ and to 
gather together the lessons of the Holy Incarnation 
and Sacred Childhood of ^'our Lord and our God/' 
with which each and every ^' Event around the Cradle at 
Bethlehem is replete.'* May He Who in His great 
love accepted the anointing of Mary^ bless and sanctify 
this humble attempt to do honour to His Sacred Human 
Life by trying to draw out somewhat more the Church's 
perpetual adoration of her Incarnate Lord in her daily 
and weekly teachings and course of services. 

'* Lord, my first fruits present themselves to Thee^ 
Yet not mine either, for from Thee they came 
And must return ; accept of them and me ; 
And make us strive who can sine best Thy Name ; 
Turn their eyes thither, who shall make a gain ; 
Those who shall hurt themselves or me refrain. Amen.'' 

G. Herbert. 
Prayers. 

Our Father. 

Lord^ have mercy ; Christ^ have mercy^ &c. 

Collects^ for the day^ the Nativity, Advent Sundays^ 
Epiphany Sundays, SS. John, Paul, Thomas, Philip and 
James, Simon and Jude, All Saints, S. Stephen, Holy 
Innocents, Trinity Sunday, Whitsunday, 6th after Epi- 
phany, 6th after Trinity, Annunciation, Circumcision, 
Palm Sunday. 

" By the mystery of Thy Holy Incarnation, by Thy 
Holy Nativity and Circumcision, by Thy Baptism, 
Fasting, and Temptation ; Good Lord, deliver us.'' — 
Ijitany. 

''Bj Thine Advenl, by Thy Infancy, Thy Holy 
Childhood, Thy moat T)Vv*\\x^ IaI^jIV^ li^l^urs, Thy 
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Circumcision and Oblation of Thyself, by Thy divers 
Appearances; Good Lord deliver us/' — Ancient Lu 
tany. 

"Thou Christ, to those who love Thy Name 
Through everlasting years the same, 
O sweetly melt^ as oft of old. 
Our morning spirit hard and cold ; 
O* cast Thy shadow ere we sink. 
At noonday by temptationfs brink ; 
Quenched in Thine everlasting arms, 
Be evening sorrow's rapturous balms : 
Yea, be for ever, O Thou blest, 
Our Light, our Shelter, and our Rest.*' 

" We beseech Thee, Lord, that we 

receiving in the pure testimony of our conscience, 

our portion of sacred things, 

may be made one Flesh with the Holy Body and Blood 

of Thy Christ, 

and receiving them not unworthily, 

we may hold Christ indwelling in our hearts, 

and may become a temple 

of Thy Holy Spirit. 

Yea, O our God, 

nor make any of us guilty 

of Thy dreadful and heavenly Mysteries, 

nor infirm in soul or body 

from partaking of them unworthily ; 

but grant us 

until otir last and closing breath, 

worthily to receive a hope of heavenly things, 

for sanctification, enlightening, strengthening, 

a relief of the weight of many sins, 

a preservative against all Satanic working, 

a riddance and hindrance of my evil conscience, 

a mortification of my passions, 

an appreciation of Thy Commandments, 

an increase of Thy Divine Grace, 
and a seeking of Thy kingdom. Amen/^ 

Bp. Andrewea* 
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A Morning Prayer of S» Patrich. 

** I join myself to-day 

'' To GoD^s power to protect me.. 

" May the Might of 6od exalt me^ 

'' May the Knowledge of God lead me^ 
May the Bye of God look before me, 
May the Ear of God hearken to me, 

*' May the Word of God make me eloqiient,,. 

'' May the Hand of God defend me, 
May the Path of God lie before me. 
May the Shield of God be my shelter, 

^^ May the Host of God be my safeguard 

^< From the snares of demons,. 

" From the temptations of vice^. 

" From the desires of nature^ 

" From all that meditate evil against me,. 
Afar and near. 
Alone and in a multitude/' 

" Christ be with me, Chaist before me,. 

'^ Christ behind me, Christ within me, 

'^ Christ below me, Christ above me, 

" Christ at my right hand,. Christ at my left 
hand. 

'' Christ in the hearts of all who think on me, 

" Christ in the moutha of all who speak to me,, 

'^ Christ in every eye that sees me^ 

'^ Christ in every ear that hears me. 

" I join myself to-day to the mighty virtue of the 
Invocation of the Holy Trinity. 

^'I believe in the Trinity under the Unity of the 
Creator of the elements." 

" Dominus est salus,, Bominus est salus, Christus 
est salus. 

*' Salus tua^ Donuoe, sit semper nobiscum.'' 

S. Patrick, a.d. 432. 
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Act o/DedKcaiien. 

" O my God, teach me to do what 'Hiou wilt^ 

For I know that Thou lovest me. 
Beveal to me. what Thou wilt, 

For I know, &c. 
Withhold from me what Thou wilt. 

For I know, &e. 
I am Thine^ do with m& whatever Thou wilt^ what 
seemeth good in Thine eyes/ 

For V know, &c. 
Teach me to yield my will to Thine, 

For I know, &c. 
Command what Thou wilt^. 

For I know, &c. 
Send me where Thou wilt,. 

For I know, &c. 
I would have no will but Thine> 

For I know, &c. 
Cleanse Thou my inmost soul through Thy Loving^ 
Presence therein.." Amen.. 

" Finally^ 

making mention of the alT-holy, 

undefiled, and more than JBlessed 

Mary, Mother of Gk)D, and ever virgin,, 

with all saints, 
let us commend ourselves and each other 

and all our life 

to Christ our 6dd. 

To Thee, O Lord, for it is fitting,. 

be glory and worship, 

I commend me and mine, and all 

that belongs to me,. 

to Him Who is able to keep us without falling, 

and to place us immaculate 

before the Presence of His glory, 
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to the Only Wise God, and our Saviour, 

to Whom be glory and greatness, 

strength and authority, 

both DOW and for all ages. Amen/' 

Bp, Andrewes. 

Scriptures for to-day — Wisd. ix., xii.;^ Mai. iv.; S. 
Matth. V. — viii.; 1 Sam. i. Epistles — English, Sarum, 
and Roman, being Mai. iii. 1 — 4 ; Eastern, Heb. vii. 
7 — 17. Gospels — English, Sarum, Boman, and East- 
ern, S. Luke ii. 22 — 40. Psalms — ^xv., kv., xxxiv., Ixiii., 
xli. ; Venite, Nunc Dimittis, Te Deum, &c. Ps. cxx. — 
cxxx., cxxxiv., cxxxvii., &c., &c. 

Introit — " We wait for Thy loving kindness, O Lord, 
in the midst of Thy temple. God, to Thy Name be 
the praise until the world's end. Thy Right Hand is 
full of Righteousness.'' Ps. " Great is the Lord and 
highly to be praised in the city of our God, even upon 
His holy hill." Glory, &c., and Ps. cxxxi. 

NoTB. — There is a service of verj ancient nse in the Christian 
Church analogous to that commanded hy the Law of Moses — when 
the Christian mother presents herself before God, to render thanks 
to Him for His great merciesi and te r«dedicate herself to His service, 
and to offer to Him the fresh young life of her child, entrusted to her 
charge. Surely if the true intention of the Church were carried out 
this service would not be robbed of its full meaning and beauty, as it U 
too ofterit amongst us, by the slovenly manner in which it is performed. 
Surely it should be kneeling at the altar, and at the beginning ^ not 
the end, of a service, that rradmission to divine worship and the 
congregation should be sought and obtained ; and evidently it is the 
Church's intention that the great service of praise and thanksgiving 
should be the^r«/ shared in. '' It is convenient** means it is fitting, 
"and such a use of this service would doubtless be nearest to the in- 
tention of the Church in every way.'' Especial directions to this effect 
were given by English Bishops long since the Reformation, i.e.. 
Bishop Andrewes, Uosin, Wren, Duppa, &c. See Annotated Prayer 
Book, p. 304. 

^ The Special Lessons, — ^how beautiful the prayer of. the wise king 
to the Eternal Wisdom, — ^used to-day, when the Wiadonif the Incar- 
Date Word, iSrst visits His earthly temple. 
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Hymns. 

The Name of Jesus. 
That at the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow." S. Paul. 

" One Name alone in all this death-struck earth. 
One Name alone come down from highest heaven. 
Whence healing and salvation we receive. 
To sinful man is given. 

" Name brought by Gabriel from the Heart of God, 
And laid like flower-seed in the adoring breast 
Of her, in whom the mystery was wrought. 
And God made manifest. 

" O Name of Jbsus ! of that Lowly Babe, 
Who on the sunny slopes of Nazareth strayed, 
Or on the cottage-floor beside the lake, 
With wild flowers played. 

" Name of the wondrous Child Who in the temple stood, 
With Brow all meekness, and with Eye all light. 
Who, to the blinded teachers of the law. 
Would have given sight. 

" Name of the Prophet, Healer, Master, Friend, 
***** 

" The secret, the unutterable Name, 
From ihe world's earlier ages hid so long. 
Now in time's fulness given at length to be 
The new creation's song. 



" O Name of value infinite ! and yet 
Thou mov'st our spirits with a deeper thrill. 
For the dear lips that have Thy music breathed. 
And then grown still. 

* ♦ ♦ • * 

" Name ! that the ransomed souls for ever w«ar, 
Gemmed with pure lustre on each perfect brow. 
Be Thou the radiance of our earthly lives, 
Transform us even now. 
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" O Name of all Barnes the most beloTed f 
Fullest o( mercies, and of untold peace, 
JSarnest of all unutterable joys t 
Yet, fond heart, cease. 

'* For Jesus^is the Name of the High God.^ 
Hushed be thy thoughts, and silently adore. 
When thou sbalt come to see Him as He is» 
Thou.shalt know more.'' 

C.ILN. 



** To a Virgin, named Mary.** 



" How well her name an arn^y.doth present. 
In whom the Lord of Hosts did pitch His tent.** 

GsaRGE Herbert. 

Hymns for the Purification^ Z^r^ Innocentium and 
Christian Yean. 

Sunday^, 

** The Sundays of raan'» life> • 

Threaded together on time's string. 

Make bracelets to adorn the wife 
Of the eternal, glorious King. 

On Sunday, heaven's gate stands ope. 
Blessings are plentiful and rife, 

More plentiAil than hope." 

George Herbert. 

Lyra Innocentium, " The Empty Church/^ 

TM& Divine Infancy^ 

"^Home of the Gbrist- Child at^ Nazareth^ 
Let my thoughts within thee dwell ; 
There, where shrouded in man*8 weakness,. 
Dwelleth Light Ineffable : 

** Angels circling round adoring,. 
Watchful as the hours go by,. 
As the mystery, advanceth, 
Of that wondrous Infancy.. 
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" Cradled by a human mother. 

Though with grace divine imprest, 
Playing with son aimless touches. 
On her cheek and on her breast. 
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Joyfully she cTothes and feeds Him, 
And she trains Him day by day, 

Till the beautiful Child J bsvs 
Hath^at last been taught to pray. 

" Humbly were the small hands folded. 
Bended was the golden Head : 
But God only, in the heavens. 
Understood the prayer He said. 

" Foi of all the eries and pleadings,^ 
That have yet ascended there, 
None -has ever come before Him, 
Mighty as that Infant's prayer» 

"'Twas thfe highest act of homage,. 
That the world has ever shown,. 
And thfe purest pulse of worship,. 
That man's heart had ever known. 

'* Then .' He learned to-be obedient,' 
And with simple winning grace. 
In the precincts of that cottage. 
He has filled a child's true place. 

''And the Name at which archangels 
Bow adoring and say Lord, 
In that peasant home was spoken. 
As a common household word» 

•* Saviour, by Thy cradle kneeling 
I with shame my pride confess ;. 
By Thy holy Incarnation,. 
Cleanse me from its bitterness.. 

"* In Thy life I would be hidden. 
From self-seeking let me cease ^ 
Breathe upon me from Thy ehildhoodf, 
Its unutterable peace. 
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*' As my spirit ripens oowiirds, 

Let it take the moald of Thine ; 



In Thy lowliness sdndins. 
In an infancy dirine,'" 
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•• We have an Altar.'*^— Heb. xiii. 10. 

" Weary and sad with toil and sin, 
With fears without, and strife within. 
Lord, to Thine Altar's shade I fly. 
And low before Thy presence lie. 

" The burden of a week I bring. 
And down before Thy Cross 1 fling. 
It is too hard for me to bear 
Unless it here Thy blessing share. 

" O, Altar, Altar, there is not 
In all the earth so blessed a spot, 
As where the snowy coverings hide 
The emblems of the Crucified. 

We need no other signs of Thee, 
O Thorn-crowned, for our faith is (ree, 
And where these sacred tokens lie. 
We feel and know that Thou art nigh. 

Here Thou dost weekly lull to rest 
The stormy passions of our breast ; 
Here whilst adoringly we kneel, 
Thine awful kiss of peace we feel. 



" Silence is filled with sweetest sound. 
Church walls are heaven's furthest bound, 
And all the angelic armies stand 
About the throne on either hand. 

^ In the Coronation Service the word Altar is still retained, but 
God the Holt Ghost employs both terms, Altar and Holy Table, 
interchangeably in the Old Testament. The Altar is there the 
Table of the Lord, and the Table of the Lord is called the Altar. 
Comp. Mai. i. 7 ; Ezek. xli. 22. << It is the Lord's Table because an 
Altar, and it is an Altar because it is the Lord's Table." 

See a very able and beautiful Sermon, ** The Holy Eucharist the 
Christian Peace Offering," by the Rev. J. B. Dykes, Vicar of S. 
Oswald* B, Durham. Rivingtons, London, Oxford, and Cambridge. 
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''The woven light which gleams above 
The Altar-throne of Jbsu's love. 
In mystic symbol seems to be 
The glory of the Eternal Three. 

" Midst of the throne the Lamb Who died. 
The Lamb of God, the Crucified, 
Here on the Altar bleeding bound. 
The Eternal Son of God is found. 

" O mystery of mysteries I 
1 kneel and gaze with wondering eyes, 
I see another Angel stand 
WitJi golden censer in His hand. 

" His pierced hand the censer swings, 
And straining up on shadowy wings, 
The prayers of all the saints arise 
With His 'much incense' to the skies. 
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O gift unutterably divine. 

Of broken Bread, and outpoured Wine, 

O 'hidden manna' from above, 

O rich strong wine of endless love. 

" I would that all my home were made 
Beneath the holy Altar shade ; 
Here at the gates of heaven to lie, 
Content to live, and glad to die." 

Rbv. R. Wintbrbotham, B.A. 
Lyra Innocentium, " The Offertory V 

Union with Christ. (Gospel.) 

" He that doeth the will of My Fathbr, the same ii My 
mother, and My sister, and My brother." 

" All round the rolling world both night and day, 
'A ceaseless voice ascends from those who pray, 
Thy will be done on earth as now in heaven. 
Unto our souls a perfect choice be given. 

" An round the rolling world both night and day, 
A ceaseless answer comes to those who pray ; 
By shattered hopes, crossed plans, and fruitless aims. 
Thy heavenly Master thine allegiance claims. 
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" Yet to the faithful there is no such thing 
As disappointment ; failures only bring 
A gentle pang, as peacefully they say, 
' His purpose stands, though mine has passed away.' 

" All is fulfilling, all is working still 
To teach thee flexibility of will, 
To great achievements let thy wishes soar, 
Yet meek submission pleases Christ still more. 

** When life's long discipline is overpast. 
Thy will too -shall be done with -Uis at last, 
When all is perfected, and thou dost stand 
JKobed, cleansed, and glorified at His right hand. 

Tribulatim. (Epistle.) 

" He shall sit as a refiner," &c^ 

** Till from the straw, the flail the corn doth -beat, 
^Until'the chafi* be purged from the wheat, 
Yea, till the mill the grains in pieces tear. 
The richness of the flour will scarce appear. 
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So till men's persons great afflictions touch, 
If worth be found, their worth is not so much, 
Because like wheat in straw they have not yet 
That value which in threshing they may get. 

** For till the burning flails of God's corrections 
Have threshed out of us our vain afiections. 
Till those corruptions which do unbecome us, 
Are by Thy Sacred Spirit winnowed from us ; 

" Until from us the straw of worldly treasures. 
Till all the dusty chafi* of empty pleasures. 
Yea, till His flail upon us He doth lay 
To thresh the husk of this our flesh away, 

" And leave the soul uncovered ; nay yet more» 
Till God shall make our very spirit poor. 
We shall not up to highest heaven aspire, 
But then we shall; and that is my desire." 

G. WiTHBR. 
1 Comp. Isa. liiL 10. 
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The Blessed Virgin, 

The sword shall pierce even through thy soul.'' S. Luke 
ii. 35. Gk>8pel. 

" An^ He said, My strength is sufficient for thee.'' S. Paul. 
" In all their affliction He was afflicted." Isa. Ixiii. 9. 



" He took full measure of the grief 
Of every separate saint, 
As one by one, each on his cross 
Must tremble and grow faint ; 
He knew, though He had given them rest, 

They first must fiud sore strife, 
liust seek e*en through the gates of death. 
His promised gift of life. 

Yet even then His joy arose 

For ever to increase, 
In' knowing that this suffering host 

Would find in Him their peace ; 
The travail of His soul might bow 

That sacred head to earth. 
Yet He is satisfied to see 

The new creation's birth. 
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" He feels the presence of meek love 

Already at His side, 
The gentle ones who cling to Him 

And breast the world's strong tide ; 
He sees the eyes that to Him turn, 

The hands that seek His own. 
Those who in sharpest discipline 

Trust Him and Him alone. 

'* Apostles, martyrs, the long line 

Of royal, warrior souls. 
Flash on Him their triumphant smiles 

From where the future rolls ; 
The white-robed multitude whom none 

Can number or declare, 
Waft Him their floating voice of praise 

Already on the air. 

'* Lord, since our griefs on Thee were laid. 
And Thou hast felt their sting. 
Help us in holiest calm to take 
Our turn of suffering. 
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Thou didst look on unto Thy joy, 

And so by grace will we, 
But we would clasp Thy Cross and feel 

We owe that Joy to Thee." 

The Name of Jesus, and other Paevu 
by C. M. N. 



S, Joseph. (See GospeL) 

'* The glorious sun at mom 

Draws round him a soft screen, 
Clear haze of light and moisture born, 
So are the bright forms seen, 

** His royal cradle round 
Standing in meet array. 
Clouds of all hues not wholly drowned 
In dazzling floods of day. 

" Thou temperest, Lord, the rays 
Which in Thy manger burn. 
Till faith in that deep glory blaze 
Dim shapes of earth discern. 

" The spotless mother, first 
Of creatures : his mild eye, 
O favoured, who her travail nuraed, 
And Thy dread Infancy. 

" Him o'er Thee lowly bent 
Or meekly waiting nigh, 
Or on some homely task intent. 
Yet conscious Who is by ; 

•* Or on a journey wild. 

With duteous staff in hand. 
Guiding the Mother and the Child 
Across the sea of sand, 

" Thy Church in memory views. 
Nor can her babes aright 
On Bethlehem or on Nazareth mase, 
But he is still in sight. 
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'* Wherefore in chorus kind 
Of household juhilee, 
Name thou his name with willing mind, 
Who spake Christ's Name o'er thee. 

" And when at holy tide 

Along the Church-way home 
Thou seest how hahes in triumph ride 
On arms hy rude toil worn, 

" Or mark'st how well agree. 
Both leading and hoth led, 
Grey poverty and childish glee ; 
Leave not his lore unread : 

" Then of Saint Joseph think. 
And of his dread Nurse- Child ; 
Let eyes that day from evil shrink. 
And hearts be undefiled." 

Lyra Innocentium, 

*' Tke Saints above are stars in heaven,** 

* They that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the stars 
for ever and ever." — Dan. xii. 3 ; 1 Cor. xv. 41, 42. 

" Stars are of mighty use ; the night 
Is dark and long, 
The road foul, and where one goes right 
Six may go wrong. 
One twinkling ray 

Shot o'er some cloud 
May cleare much way. 
And guide a crowd. 

*' God's saints are shining lights ; who stays 
Here long must passe 
O'er dark hills, swift streams, and steep ways, 
As smooth as glasse. 
But these all night. 

Like candles, shed 
Their beames, and light 
Us into bed. 

" They are indeed our pillar fires 
Seen as we go, 
They are that citie's shining spires 
We travel to ; 

II. Z 
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A sword-like gleame, 

Kept man for sin. 
First out ; this beanie 

Will guide him in." 

H. Vauohan. 

J ** The Lord our Righteousness." — Jer. xxiii. 

'* The King of Righteousness."— S. Paul, Heb. vii. 2. 

" We all, O God, unrighteous are. 
With sorrow we confess 
Our great and grievous sins to Thee, 

* The Lord, our Righteousness.' 

** Nor to Thine angels, nor to saints 
Do we our prayers address ; 
We fly to Thee, and only Thee, 
' The Lord our Righteousness.' 

" Thou, Christ, the Great Jehovah art, 
The Fount of holiness; 
And * God with us' Thou art become, 
' The Lord our Righteousness.' 

" Washed are we with Thy Precious Blood, 
Clothed with Thy spotless dress ; 
Oh, may we ever dwell in Thee, 
'The Lord our Righteousness.' 

" Make us to be in very deed. 
What we in word profess ; 
O make us like unto Thyself, 

* The Lord our Righteousness.' 

" Pour on us plenteous showers of grace. 
Increase our fruitfulness, 
That we may yield Thine own to Thee, 
' The Lord our Righteousness.' 

" So in Thy glorious image raised, 
ij May we Thy mercy bless ; 

j And sing for ever praise to Thee, 

* The Lord our Righteousness.' " 

The Holy Year, 25th Sunday after Trinity. 
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A Man's Voice. 

*' I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai," &c. 

Dan. viii. 16. 

'* Lord, if I walk close with Thee, 
In Thy Prophet^s company, 
1 shall hear a voice I ween, 
Call Ulai's banks between : 
I shall hear ' a Man's voice' 

0*er each river and each sea. 
Speak as never man spake 

* Comfortable words' to me. 

" When ' the storms of life' shall rise. 
And black midnight veil the skies. 
Hide my chart, till tempest-tossed, 
I believe that all is lost ; 
Let me hear * a Man's voice' 
From the Lake of Galilee, 

* It is I, be not afraid,' 

Lord, increase my faith in Thee. 

" "When I lavish on Thy feet 
Flowers soft and odours sweet. 
And they blame the seeming waste, 
And they blame the useless haste : 
Let me hear * a Man's voice' 

From the house of Bethaffy,^ 
Saying, ' Blame her not, for she 

Hath a good work wrought on Me.' 

** When my God presents a cup, 
And I will not drink it up, 
And I shrink from His decrees. 
And I love to be at ease : 
Let me hear ' a Man's voice' 
From thy shade, Gethsemane,^ 

* Not My will, but Thine be done,* 

Let His will be done in me ! 

^ Comp. the offerings of the wise men on the Epiphany and that 
Mary at Bethany, just before the Passion, at the " Feast of the 

king up of the Paschal Lamb," and our Lord's gracious acceptance 
it. as the anointing for His burying. See ** Footprints of the 

3RD,*' Palm Sunday Eve, Wednesday in Holy Week, and Easter Eve. 

2 See note, " Footprints," &c., Wednesday in Holy Week. 
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** When I tread the gloomy vale 
And my heart begins to fail, 
And my spirit dies with fear. 
And I cannot see Thee near : 
Let me hear * a Man's voice' 

Crying from the shameful tree, 
Crying loud, ' My God, My Goo, 

Why hast Thou forsaken Me! ' 

" When the great White Throne is raised. 
And confounded and amazed. 
All the tribes of earth shall mourn. 
Dreading Uim they used to scorn : 
Let me hear * a Man's voice' 

Find my God and Judge in Thee, 
Hear the gracious sentence, * Come, 
Come, ye blessed, unto Me !' " 

E.W. 
Monthly Packet, New Series, Vol, IIL, 1867. 

*' O Sion, open wide thy gates." 

Ancient and Modem, 247* 

" O Word of God above." 

Ancient and Modem, 242. 

" Blessed City; Heavenly Salem." 

Ancient and Modem, 243. 

*' O Lord of Hosts, Whose glory fills.'' 

Ancient and Modem, 241. 

" Christ is made the sure Foundation." 

Ancient and Modem, 244. 

1 Sam. i. 

* » * * * 

'* O Christian, when thou bringest 
An offering to God's shrine. 
Take of the thing that closest twined 
Around that heart of thine, 
The hope, or the joy, or the dearest love 
That ever thy heart has known. 
Lay them down there, in Christ's own care. 
And He will bless the loan." 

C. F. A. 
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'' Rabbi, where abidest Thou? Jbsus said. Come and see." 
• • • • • 

" Master, where abidest Thou? 

We would leave the past behind, 
We would scale the mountain's brow, 

Learninji; more Thy heavenly mind. 
Still a look is all our lore, 

The transforming look to Thee ; 
From the Living Truth once more. 

Breathes the answer, ' Come and see.' 

" Master, where abidest Thou ? 

How shall we Thine Image best 
Bear in light upon our brow. 

Stamp in love upon our breast ? 
Still a look is all our might, 

Looking draws the heart to Thee* 
Sends us from the absorbing sight 

With the message, ' Come and see.' 

" Master, where abidest Thou ? 

All the springs of life are low, 
Sin and grief our spirits bow, 

And we wait Thy call to go 
From the depths of happy rest 

Where the blest abide with Thee, 
From the Voice which makes them blest 

Comes the answer, ' Come and see.' " 

Author of" Tke Three Wakings.*' 



Nunc Dmittia, (Gospel.) 

In Death, 

'* Whene'er goes forth Thy dread command. 
And my last hour is nigh. 
Lord, grant me in a Christian land. 
As I was bom, to die ! 

" I ask not. Lord, that friends should be 
Or kindred standing by. 
Choice blessing which I leave to Thee 
To grant me or deny. 

*' But let my failing limbs beneath 
My mother's shade recline, 
My name in sickness and in death. 
Heard in her sacred shrine ! 
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** And may the Cross beside my bed, 
In its meet emblems rest,^ 
And may the absolving words be said 
To ease a laden breast. 

'* Thou, Lord, where'er we lie canst aid, 
But Thou Who taught'st Thy own 
To live as one, wilt not upbraid, 
The fear to die alone !" 

J. H. Newman. Lyra ApostoUca. 

L'Envoy, 

" Christian, tell it to thy brother, 
From life's dawning till its end, 
Every hand may clasp another. 
And the loneliest bring a friend, 

" Till the veil is drawn aside. 

And from where her Home shall be 
Burst upon the enfranchised Bride, 
The triumphant, ' Come and see.' Amen. 

Author of " Three Wakings. 
Alleluia 1 Alleluia! Alleluia 1 

" Now from all men be outpoured. 
Alleluia to the Lord, 
With Alleluia evermore, 
The Son and Spirit we adore, 
Praise be done to the Three in One, 
Alleluia 1 Alleluia 1 Alleluia f 

Amen. 

Te Deum Laudamus. 
Gloria in Excelsis Deo. 



9> 



9> 



In ^6 







JOMMPU JfABTBBS AND SON, TRll(TRn.ft« M'Ott^&OK'CB 8TBBBT, LONDON. 



m' 



.■• 



% -* 



* .t- 



K. 



..-- * 






4 



